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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193 S. 


Titk Asskmfily met in the Assemhly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 2vSth November, 1940, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present I 

Mr. Sp<*uker (the IToirhIe Khan Ilahadur M. AziztTL Haqub, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, 8 Hon ’hie Ministers and 207 members. 


Oaths. 

The following members took their oaths of allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

(1) Mr. I), Gladding. 

(2) Mr. I. A. Clark. 

(3) Mr. J. F. Sinclair. 


Privilege Motion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to move a 
privilege motion, which being a matter of privilege should get 
preference over other subjects. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Harp you piren notice P 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: No. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am aorry. It i. not atoted that you need not 
give notice. , 

2 
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OBITUARY REFERENCE. 


[28th Nov., 


Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it is not really a privilege 
motion that my friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee wants to move. He wants 
merely to enquire of you 

Mfi 8PEAKERS I think that this enquiry could be taken up after 
the formal things have been done. 

Obituary reference. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, before the proceedings 
of the day begin, it is my melancholy duty to refer to the deaths of 
Prince Akram Hossain, who died in Calcutta on the 15th October, 194p, 
and of Maulvi Aftab Hossain Joardar, a sitting member of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, who died in Calcutta on the 23rd September, 
1940. 

Prince Akram Hosain was the only surviving son of the late Nawab 
Wajid Ali Shah, the last King of Oudh. 

brom 1920 to 1927, he was a member of the Central Legislative 
Assembly. He was nominated to the Council of State in 1927 and 
continued as a member till 1930. 

In 1929 he was a member of the Provincial Committee to co-opt 
the Royal (Simon) Commission and led the deputation of the Bengal 
Muslims and gave evidence before the Commission. 

In 1931 the Prince acted for a time as a member of the Executivt* 
Council of the Governor of Bengal. 

In 1930 he was again nominated b\ the Government to the Council 
of State but had to resign after two years of strenuous work in 1938 
owing to unsatisfactory health. 

Maulvi Aftab Hossain Joardar was elected a member of the old 
Bengal Legislative Council in 1923 from the Nadia Muhammadan 
Constituency and of this Assembly since the inauguration of the 
present Reforms as a representative of the Nadia East Muhammadan 
Constituency. 

Ladies and gentlemen, our heart goes out in sincerest sympathy 
with their relatives and I am sure it will be the desire of the House to 
convey our message of condolence to the members of the bereaved 
families. 

I now request you, ladies and gentlemen, to signify your assent by 
rising in your seats. 

(All the members rose in their seats). 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, usual steps 
will be taken. 
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Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr, SPEAKER: In accordance * with the provisions of Rule 6 of 
the Bengal Legislative Assc'mbly Procedure Rules, I nominate the 
following members of the Assembly to form a panel of four Chairmen 
for the ensuing session : — 

(1) Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 

(2) Mr. W. A. M. Walker, 

(3) Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, 

(4) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present 
in the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly 
in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 


Point of priviloge. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: On a point of privilege. Sir. 
Js there any .standing order pa.ssed by you, Sir, that memlHirs of this 
Assembly cannot use the northern gate, and that if anybody makes an 
attempt to do so, he will be prevented by the Sergeant on duty I' 


Mr. 8PEAKER; In a matter like this I cannot give an answer off- 
hand without first ntaking an encjuiry. 


Mr. BYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May 1 know, Sir, 
whether the Sergeant on duty has any right to insult a member of this 
House when he is entering into one of the gates of this House? 


Mr. SPEAKER: This is a matter to which, 1 think, my attention 
should have been drawn beforehand. In that case I could have 
immediately had an enquiry made, without which, however, I can say 
nothing. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Sir, the treatment meted out by the 
Sergeant on duty to a member of ? this Assembly has been very 
insulting. « 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I can say ihis much that there is a long-standing ^ 
order that the northern gate is meant for the use of the Hon^ble 
Ministers. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: But the Sergeant replied that 
only the Ministers and nohod v else can use that gate. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is the thing which in my opinion ought to 
he enquired into. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I would ask you to 

take note of the suggestion whetlier the Sergeants can altogether be 
replaced by any other staff to guard the piecincts of the House. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter to which also T can give 
DO answer just at present. 


Privilege motion regarding the attendance of the sitting members who 
are now in jail. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE. Sir, in view of the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee of Privileges, placed before the House on the 
19th S(‘ptemher, 1940, this Assembly opines that immediate steps be 
taken for the attendance to the sittings of the Assembly of 
Sjs. Narendrn Narayan Chakravarti, Pratul Chandra Ganguly and 
Jminendra Chandra Mazumdar, now detained in the Presidency and 
Alipore Jails. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I think you should send in a notice to that effect 
and I shall look into tiu* matter. Perhaps the Hon’ble the Home 
Mini.ster intends to go into the ([uestion. 


Absence of the Leader of the Opposition. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of information, 

Sir. Have we at the present moment no Leader of the Opposition? 


Mr, SPEAKER: For the present I have no information on the 
point. 
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STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions. 

(The Secretary to the Assembly called the name of the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazhil Huq to make his reply to starred question No. 1 of 
Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I have 

yyur permission io answer these ijm'stioiis on behalf of the Hon bl© the 
Chief Minister? 

Mr, SPEAKER: In these matters I think there should be no 
8U(‘li last minute retjiiest to answer a (question on behalf of an absentee 
Minivsier. hut that a pre\ious intimation slnmld always be sent. How- 
ever, I am prcjiared to allow \oii, Sir Bi.joy Prasad, to answer the 
questions on behalf id tiu* nf)n’ble the (dtief Minister. 


Amount spent on stipends and scholarships to Muslim and Scheduled 
Caste students. 

M. Mr. RASHIK LAL BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charfre of the I’lduca l ion Department be pleased to lav on the table a 
statement sliowin^r foi the \ear PldS-dti the amount granted to the — 

(A) Muslim and 

(B) Scheduled Caste 

student.s of Bengal, in — 

(i) LA. and I. Sc., 

(i/) B.A. and B.Sc., 

(ill) M.A. and M.Sc., 

(ti’) l.Coni. and B.Com., 

(r) Medical (School and College;, 

(ri) Engineering (School arul College) and 
(rii) Matric classes, 

aa stipend.s an^ scholarships, by the Government of Bengal? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behtif of tho 
liinister in charge of the Education Department): A statement is 

laid on the table. 


StaUmenl referred to in the reply to starred question No, 1, 


Scholarships. 

Stipends. 

Muslim. 

Scheduled 

Muslim. Scheduled 


Castes. 

Castes. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. Rs. 


(t) I. A. and l.Sc. 

12,120 

2,025 


(ii) B.A. and B.Sc. 

io,r)t)0 

2,970 


(m) M.A. and M.Sc. 

,'1,840 

1,260 


(iv) l.tJom. and B.Com. 

Nil 

Nil 


(v) Minlical (School and 

Cob ,860 

(provided 
by the 
l^uca- 
tion 
IX^part* 
ment). 

Nil 

^ 43,880 .30,104 

(vi) Enginooring (School 
College). 

and 1,5,240 

1,.560 


(vii) Matric clasHCs 

12,192 

7,200 ^ 



Grant-in-aid to high English schools in Goalundo subdivision. 

•2. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA : (a) Will the Hon’bfe 
Minister in charjrr of the Kduratioii l>(^partnient be pleased to lay on the 
table a slaleiiient showin”' — 

(?) the names of hij^li Kiijj'lish sehools at present existing in the 
subdivision of Goalundo ; 

(it) whk*h ol the sehools are ufliliuted to tlie Calcutta University; 

(jii) which of the schools are in recei])t of Government grants-in-aid ; 

(iv) the amounts of grants received by each of them per annum; 
and 

(r) which of the schools have not yet received any Government 
grants ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any of the 
schools referred to in clause (a)(t?) has applied for any such grant? 
If so, which are they? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the grant of aid to any of them 
during the current year? 

(d) If so, to which? 
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TIm Hon*bl« Sir BUOY PRASAD SiNCH ROY (on bohilf of tho 
Ministor in ohorgo of tho Education Dapartment) : (a) A statament 

furnishing the information is laid on the table. 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement furnishing 
the information is laid on the table. 

(ft) No. 

(c) and (f/) The questions do not arise as no application for 
grant-in-aid was received. 


• Stateir^nt referred to in the. reply to clatiAe (a) of starred q^ieMion No. 2, 




Whether 

Amount 

Schools 

Name of exi.sting schools. 

Whether 

affiliatf*d. 

in receipt 
of grant- 
in-aid. 

of grant- 
in-aid per 
aimum. 

not in 
receipt 
of grant- 
m-aid. 

(1) • 

(») 

(m) 

{iv) 

(t-) 




Rs. 


1. Raj ban H. S. K. Institu- 

Yes 

Yes 

1,884 


(ion. 




2. Korakdi H. K. School . . 

Yos 

Yes 

1,200 


li. Pan^'KH H. K. School 

Yes 

Yes 

1.200 

. . 

4. Harbashpur R. E. School 

Yes 

Yes 

1,200 


5. Baliakandi H. E. School 

Yes 




6. Goalurido H. E. School 

Yes 


. , 


7. Khankhaiiapur H. E. 

Yes 



^Do not 

Schcxil. 




roc^eive 

8. Ramdia H. E. School . . 

Yes 



any 

9. .NaJia H. E. School 

Yes 



grant- 

in-aid. 


Capital grant to old and now aohomo madrasaha. 

T.**"**' '*'*^'*-* Hon’ble Minister in charge 

^ Educjation Department be pleased to state whether any amount 
naa been budgeted in the current year for the capital grant to old and 
new scheme madrasahs P 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble hlinister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of (1) 
reformed madrasahs (Junior and High) and (2) old scheme madrasahs 
(Senior) recognised in 1939 and up to 30th June, 1940? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department); (^z) Yes. 

(h) iJoes not arise. 

(r) Tlie figures of madrasahs recognised in 1939 were — 

Junior — 120 including 90 securing extension of recognition. 
liifjh — 7 ineduding (i securing extension of recognition, 

29 including 19 seciuing extension of recognition. 

The figures for the period daiiuary to dune, 19 tO, weie — 

Junior — 89 including 54 s(*cnnng extension of tecognitiori. 

77///// — 14 including 13 s(‘cunng- extension ol ie(ognition. 

Senior — 20 im hiding II securing extension ol ]<‘c()g*nition 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state the amount budgeted for the madrasah in the current 
year? 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I refer the 
honourable member to the builget statement. 

Apprehension of breach of peace in connection with road oonstniotion 
in village Muzati, Mymensingh. 

•4t Mr. ABDUL KARIM: ^a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in char,g6 
of the Home Department 1 m^ pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
there has been a likelihood ot Ineac li of peace in connec tion with the 
construction of a road in villag’e Muzati. jKilice-slutioii Muktagacha in 
the district of Mymensingh? 

(5) Has the attention of the Hon’hle Minister been drawm to the 
editorial comment on the subject as published in the dailv Azmi, dated 
the 1st of Sravun, 1347 11. S. (Calcutta edition)? 

(<•) Is it a fact that proceedings under sections 107 and 144, Indian 
Penal Code, were drawn up against one party on the report of the 
police ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the said proceedings were dropjied by the 
Subdivisional Officer, Sadar South (Myineuain,gb) ? 
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(e) la it a fact — 

(t) that after the proceed injjrs were dropi>ed the situation could 
not be broufrht under control ; and 
(it) that the Additional Suj)erintendent of J*olic*e, Mymensingh, 
visited the locality and deputed jxdice guards on the spot? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minisler be pleased to state what action he 
proposed to take in the matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): Yes, there was apprehension of a 

bre&ch of i»eace in conned ion with the construction of a road in village 
Muzati, police-station Muktsigacha in the district of Mymensingh. 

(h) to {<!) Yes. 

(c) if) No. It IS not a fact. 

(u) Yes. 

if) No action is called fo! as there was no tioiihle after the with- 
draw'al of police guaids. and as the construction oi the road w'as 
(lefinitel\ ahandoned. 

Muslim Honorary Magistrates in Barrackpore subdivision. 

•5. Mauivi MD. IBRAHIM; ('/) I.s the llon’hle Minister in charge 
of the .ludicial Denaitnient aware that there is no Muslim Honorary 
Magistiate in th* siil)di\ isic.n of llarrack|K)re in the district of the 
24-I’arganas ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (th^ 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) This is not 
correct. Thcie are at present, five Muslim Honorary Magistrates in 
the Barrackpore subdivision. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Appointment of non-Bengalis in the Calcutta Madrasah. 

•6. Mauivi MD. IBRAHIM: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister io 
charge of the hklueation Department be pleased to state w'hether any 
hand has been and is being appointed as teacher, lecturer and professor 
in the Calcutta Madrasah from amongst people who are non-Benguliaf^ 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Ue 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the 
period from Ist April, 1937, to 22nd February, 1940,— 

(t) how many of such people have been appointed; and 
(ti) in what posts and on what scales of pay? 

(c) Is there any vacancy at present in the said Madrasah in the 
JKwts referred to in (b)? 

(d) If BO— 

(t) how many; 

(u) in what posts; 

(«/) how many candidates are there for each such post; 

<tv) how^niany of them satisfy the minimum qualifications for each 
of the posts; 

(v) how many of them are Ben^ralis; and 
(vt) how many are non-Bengalis ? 


^ideralin^n'" contemplating giving any preferential con- 

«ideration in favour of Bengali candidates? 

(/) If not, why not? 

(ff) In case Government are not prepared to appoint Bengalis for 
Any of the said |uwt, are the Government considering the desirability 
^ giving deta. s o qualifications of the selected non-Bengalis and nest 

uti.,iirb7ihr' «' "■> 


Tim Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Slinistor in charge of the Education Department): (a) and (c) Tea. 

(b) (i) Three. 

«e. 126-26/2-150-20/2—310-10/2-350 (Arabic Department). 

One in the post of AssisUnt Master in the scale of Re. 76—176 
^Anglo-Persian Department). 

One in tte post of Arabic teacher in the Junior Section of the Arabic 
.apartment in the eoale of Rs. 76 176. 
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{d) (i) One. 

(u) Post of Arabic teacher in the Junior Section of the Arabio 
Department. 

(ill) 68. 

(tv) 17. 

(v) 16. 

(Vi) 2. 


(e) A non-Beng-ali who was officiating in the vacancy and was 
eellcted for final appointment has since lieen dischai>feil and a lienp:ali 
hae been appointed. 

(/) and (g) Df) not arise. 


Recruitment in Subordinate Educational Service since 1937. 

*7. Mr. ABOUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in char^^e of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a .statement showinj^ the — 

(a) number, 

(b) names, and 

tc) educational (jualifications 

of the per^on.s recruited in the Bengal Subordinate Kdueational Service 
from the residents of each district of the Province since the Ministry 
assumed office in 1037? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Dofiartment) : The collection of 
this information would involve an expenditure of time and labour which 
would not be commensurate with the advantage likely to accrue from 
the information, as appointments are not made on a district basis. 

Satkhira Bar Association. 

*8. Rai Sahib KIRIT BHUSAN DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(t) that the Satkhira Bar Association in the district of Khulna use 
and^ccupy a pucca building situated within the Court area; 
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(ii) that a particular room of the said building has been allocated 
for keeping drinking water, betel, etc., for use of the mem- 
bers of the association; 

(m) that one particular member of the Satkhira Bar Association 
belonging to the Kapali community has been denied 
entrance to the said room; and 

(iv) that Uicre exists a feeling amongst the people belonging to the 
Kapali and oth(‘r sister communities over the matter? 


{h) Tf Ihe answer to (ti) is in the aftirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the (lovernment ])ropose to take 
in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (/) and (ii) Yes. 

(///) V(‘S, by some members oi the Bar Assoeiatiou but not by any 
resolution of the Bar Association. 

(iv) Yes, there was som(‘ tension which is no longer existing. 

(b) None, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: With reference to answer (a) (w/), 
will the lloirble Minister be pleased to state whether the said gentle- 
man belonging to the Kapali community is not allowed to enter the 
room in question? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

If the honourable member would look to answer (a) (iv), he will find 
the answer. 


Maintenance of communal ratio in office of Settlement Officer, 
Mymensingh. 

•9. Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: (u) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Keveiiue Department be pleased to state whether com- 
munal ratio, since its introduction, is being observed in respect of all 
appointments made under the Settlement Officer, Mymensingh? 
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^ (h) If it is not being observed, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state what action he proposes to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Tes, as far as possible. 

(h) Does not arise. 


State scholarship for the study of Engineering abroad. 

MO. Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: (//) Will (he Ilou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department l)e pleased to state whetlier it is 
a fact that a s|x‘cial State scliolai.sliip for the Muslim Engineers who 
have passed from the Bengal Engineering (Wlege» Sibimre, has been 
allotted this year? 

(b) It so, win the Hon’ble Minister l>e plen8e<l to state whether 
application> were invited trom eligible candidates? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the afKrmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state bow many applications were received 
showing — 

(i) names of the candidates; 

(if) their qualifications, civil or mechanical; and 

(ill) the name of the selected candidate? 

{d) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state by whom the 
selection was made? 


The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) A State 
scliolarshij) to be awarded triennially to a suitable Muslim Engineer- 
ing graduate for study abroad has been sanctioned this year. 

{h) Yes. 

(c) (f) and (ii) A statement is laid on the table. 

{in) Mr. Habibur Rahman. 

(d) By Gov^ment on the recommendation of an ad hoc committee. 
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ataUTMTU referred to in the reply to clause e (i) and (n) of starred questior 
No. 10, rega/rdinq applications received in connectim with a State scJu^ship 
for the stvdy of Engineering in the United States of America. 




Name and present address. 

Academic qualifications. 

Experience, if any. 

(1) Md. Mufiruddin Chow- 
dhury, 75, Cluttaranjan 
Avenue, Suite 1, Cal- 
cutta, home district 
Jiangpur. 

Matriculation, 1st division 
in 1932. I.Sc,, Ist divi- 
sion in 1934. I.K. (2nd 
place) in 1936. B.K. 
(Civil), Ist doss in 1938. 

Assistant Executive Engin- 
eer. Irrigation Branch. 
Communications and 

Works Department. 

(2) Syed Ka/aiu Ali, 15, 
Waliullah Lane, Cal- 
cutta. Home district 
Hoogldy. 

Matriculation, 1st division 
in 19.30. J.iSc., 1st divi- 
sion in 1933. I.K. m 
1935. B.K., Ist class 

in 1937. 

Carrying out duties m Cossi- 
f»ore Gun and Sliell *Fac- 
tor>'. 

(3) Kalil Uddin Alimed, 
Kesident Knguieor 

(Comniumcatioiis and 
Lijildings), CoKsye 

Bridge Coiistruction, 
Kharagjiur, Bengal 

Nagfjur Kailway. 

Home district Myinen- 
Singh. 

Matriculation, Ist division 
in 1928. I.Sc., Ist divi- 
sion in 1930. I.K. in 
1934. B.K. (OiMl) in 
1937, stood second. 

Passed practical training 
e.xaininution. Communica- 
tions and \\ orks Depart- 
ment in 1938. Worked as 

H 'JVchnicul Assistant, 
Comniunicationb and 

V\ ol ks Department, for 
one your. Working as 
an As.sistant Kiigineer. 
Commiuiicutions mid 

\\ orks Department, ui 
Bengal Knginwiing iSer- 
\ ice since December, 1 939. 

(4) Hahihur Kahmnn, J’27, 
Circus Market Jiow, 
Circus post olhce, Cal- 
cutta. Home district 
Jessore, 

Matriculation, 1st duision 
in 19.13. I.Sc., Ist diM- 
Sion in 1935. l.i:. (Int 

among Mo<‘lianicul hhi- 
gineor students) in 1937. 
B.K. (Modi.), 2nd class 
first in 1939. 

Undergoing practical trum- 
ing under Chief Mechani- 
cal Engineer, Calcutta 
Port Commihsioners. 

(6) Syed Ahdur Kashid, 
Kundupukur. Home 

district Burdwiui. 

Matriculation, Ist dnusion 
in 1932. I.Sc., Ist divi- 
.sion in 1934. B.K. (2nd 
class) in 1939. 

•Student Engineer in Com- 
munications and Works 
Department. 

((J) Md. Nadiruzzaman, vil- 
lage Chattarpaya, 

police-station iSeubag, 
district Noakliali. 

Home district Nuakiiali. 

School Final Kxomiiiation 
(Science Mide m 1935), 
standing first in the pro- 
vince. Passed the Diplo- 
ma Examination. In 
M.K. mid B.K, in 1938, 
third in merit. Passed 
tlie M.K. (Associate) Exa- 
mination in 1939, second 
in order of merit. 

Under training m Locomo- 
tive I'.nginoering under 
Assam Bengal Itailway 
Oo., Ltd. 

(7) Ajuz Alimed Mohammad 
Hosaaiii, Government 
Telegraph Workshope, 
Alipore, Calcutta. 

Home district Bogra. 

Matriculation, let division 
in 1929. I.Sc., Ist divi- 
Sion in 1931. B.E., 2nd 
class in 1936. 

24 months’ practical train- 
ing in Calcutta Port Com- 
nwioners* Workshops. 
Working in the Govern- 
ment Telegraph Work- 
shops as an Asaistant 
Foreman. 
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•11. Maillvi ABDUL WAHEDS Will the Honn>le Minister in 
charge of th|^ Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement shewing, district by district, for the last two years th#- 
amount spent as — 

(t) the capital grant, and 
(it) the recurring monthly gnint, 

for the old scheme madrasahs? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of tho> 
Minister in charge of the Education Department); A statement ia 
laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, 11, »homng capital 
and recurring grants sanctioned in 193<S-39 and 1939-40 to old scheme 
madrasahs existing in certain districts of the Presidency, 


Name of districtn. 

A — (’apital grant. 

B — liecurring grant. 

1038-39. 

1930-40. 

1938-39. 

1939-40. 


Hh. 

lie. 

Hh. 

ItH. 

Hooghly 

* * 


2,400 

2,700 

24-PargaiiaH 



1,800 

1,800 

Jessore 




900 

Dacca 

0,000 

, . 

3,000 

3,840 

Mymensiugh 



3,000 

4,600 

Bakarganj 


3,000 

5,100 

6,940 

Chittagong 


. . 

5,400 

6,300 

Noakhali 


293 

6,900 

9,600 

Tippera 


. . 

2,280 

3,460 

Pabna 

150 

, , 

1,180 

1,600 

Bogra 

, , 


1,488 

2,100 

DInajpur 


• • 

628 

660 


Permission to Sri Subhas Chandra Bose to attend Central Legislature. 

•11A. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the 
Goverjiment of Bengal received any letter or opinion of the Central 
Government to permit Sri Subhas Chandra Bose In aMeilirTTil 
Legislature of uddch he is an elected member 




16 


QUESTIONS. 


[MtH Noi^^ 


Tht Hofi’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble MiuWr be 
pleased to state whether there was any correspondence from the Govern- 
ment of Bengal 1o the Central Government with regard to?the detention 
of Sri Subhas Chandra Bose? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. The question ia 
about the aUendance of Mr. Bose to the Central Legislature. > 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: The question of attendance #ill 
' oome afterwards. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must bring that first. Supposing there was 
n correspondence before his election. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I want to know if there was any 
such correspondence even before his election. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not in order. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the HoiCble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, just after the election of Sri Subhas Chandra 
Bose when in usual course he was to attend the Central Legislature, 
there was any instruction from the Government of Bengal to the Cen- 
tral Legislature to the effect that he might not attend the Central 
Legislature? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that it is due to the intervention of the 
Provincial Government that Sri Subhas Chandra Bose has not been 
able to attend the sittings of the Central Legislature? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If by ' intervention” 
the honourable ineinber means "his delention under the rules” then 
the answer is in the affirmative; beyond that there is no other inter- 
vention on the part of the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. ATUL KBISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the trying Magistrate was willing to 
igrant bail 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, that question does^not aiisa. 
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Mf. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Please let me complete my ques- 
tiiMi. Then you will g^ive your ruling and I shall bow down to your 
ruling. 

" . ♦ 

^ la it a fact that the trying Magistrate was willing to grant bail to 
Sri Subhas Chandra Bose on a security of Ks. 1,000, and it is for this 
purpdse alone, namely, he will not be able to attend the Central Legis* 
lature, that the Government of Bengal did not give any chance to give 
effect to that bail? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ari.'ie. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether a writ was served upon Sri Subhas Chandra 
Bose asking him to attend the Central Legislature? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. SASANkA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any such notice arrived at any office of the 
Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government is considering the 
desirability of enlarging Srijut Bose on bail in order to enable him td 
attend the Central Legislature? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, this does not 
arise. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 ask the Hon'ble 
Minister whether Government is considering the desirability of seeing 
that Srijut Bose is enlarged on bail in order to enable him to attend the 
Central Legislature? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request for action. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am asking for infor- 
mation whether OoTemment is contemplating any such thing. 

Mr. SPEAKER f That does not arise. 


3 
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Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal applied its mind 
to the question of releasing Sri Subhas Chandra Bose after he was 
elected to the Central Legislature? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 again submit that this 
question does not arise. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: That i.s for Mr. Speaker to 
say. 

The Hofi’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T am speaking to hiifi. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: It is an open fact that Sri jut 
Bose has been elected to the Central Legislature and he has been 
detained by the (iovernment of Bengal. My (juestion is whether the 
Government of Bengal applied its mind to release him. 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question is wholly out of order. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Whetlier he applied his 
mind ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How do you make it relevant? 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
4)6 pleased to state what steps have been taken by the Government in 
the matter of detention or enlargement of Sri Subhas Chandra Bose 
after his election to the (-entral Legislature was announced? 

Thf Hon’bltt Khwi^ Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I point out to the 

honourable member, through you, Sir, that the question relates to 
whether any correspondence had been received by this Government 
from the Central Government concerning the attendance of Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose at the Central Legislature of which he is an elected 
member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the honourable member wants to know 
whether for the purpdse of attendance after his election the question of 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose’s release was considered? 

Thf Hon’ble Kbwa)« Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as that is con. 
oerned, I submit again that the question of attending the Central Legis* 
lature, because of a letter from the Government of India, was oonsidared. 
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But I think, the main purport of the question is whether the Goirem* 
^ment of India asked this Government to submit to the wish of the 
Centraf Legr^slature, and therefore nothing like that I am prepared to 


answer. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I submit, Sir, that this 
question in reference to the communication of the Government of India 
raises the question of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose’s attendance in the 
session of the Central Legislature. Therefore, Sir, a supplementary 
question with regard to the attendance of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose 
in the session of the Central Legislature is certainly in order. 

9 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 first held that it was in onler, but later on I 
found that it was not in order. 

(At this stage the next question was called out.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 have got to submit a serious 

question about the omission of a portion of my 

. 

Mr. SPEAKER: After the questions are over, 1 will allow you to 
submit. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Training institutions for girls at Dacoa. 

1. Mr. DHANANdOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(il how many neats are annually available for (1) Junior and (2) 
Senior courses of training for girls at the girls’ training 
institution at Dacca; and 

(ft) the total number of candidates seeking admission into the 
institution, year by year, since 1935? 

(b) Is it a fact that after the formation of the present Cabinet there 
was a proposal made by Miss Peacock, the then Inspectress of Schools, 
Dacca Circle, for establishing a training college for girls at Dacca? 

(c) Is it also a fact that His Excellency Sir John Anderson, the then 
Governor of Bengal, gave an assurance of two lakhs of rupees being 
granted for the» said purpose ? 
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« 

(d) Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the said^ 
proposal is under the consideration of the Government? 

(e) If so, when do the Governinent contemplate giving effect to it? 

The Hon*bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Mkiieter in charge of the Education Oeiiartnient) : (a) A statement 
is placed on the table. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) I have no such information. 

(d) and (e) The proposal is still under consideration. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (») and (it) of unMarred que^im 
No. 1, regarding admission into (particulars aimU seals) the Vemaculair 
Training School, Dacca, from 1936-40, 


j 

Year. 

({) Number of seats available. 

(u) Number of candidates sought, 
admission. 

Senior. 

Junior. 

Total. 

Senior. 

'Junior. 

Total. 

1935 

7 

21-1 22* 

28 + 22=60 

31 

99 

130 

1936 

9 

19 + 22* 

28 + 22 = 60 

38 

111 

149 

1937 

12 

20 + 18* 

32 + 18=60 

40 

82 

122 

193S 

12 

18 + 20* 

30 + 20= 60 

49 

142 

191 

1939 

14 

21 + 16* 

36 + 16=60 

68 

133 

201 

1940 

14 

17 + 19* 

31 + 19=60 

111 

120 

231 


•Oirle who were promoted in the Jimior Training Class from First year to Second year. 


Provieioii for hostel for Scheduled Caste students. 

2. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJJ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(f) what is the Scheduled Castes population in each of the districts 
of Bengal; and 

(tf) what is the number of Scheduled Caste students at pi*eseiit 
reading in each of the following colleges : — 

(1) Barisal, 

(2) Comilla, 

(3) Daulatpur, and 

(4) FaridpurP 
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(b) Xd the Hon'ble Minister aware that Rs. 32,500 und Rs. 25,000 
have been allotted for Scheduled Caste students' hostels at Barisal 
and Corail la respectively? 

(<•) What steps do the Government contemplate to take for opening 
Scheduled Caste students’ hostels in equally needed districts? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) (/) A state- 
ment containing the information is laid on the table. 

(ii) The latest figures received from the Principals are — 

(1) 97 in Barisal College; 

(2) 37 in Coniilla College; 

(3) 90 in Daulatpur College; and 

(4) 37 in Fai'idpiir College. 


(b) Yes. 

(c) 30 Scheduled Caste hostels have been allowed. Grants-in-aid 
for two years an*d hostel building grants amounting to Rs.20,000 are 
being distributed to 21 Scheduled Chaste hostels towards repairs and 
construction work. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) of unstarred question 
No 2, regarding population of Scheduled Castes ^ district by district. 


Name of district. 

Burdwan 



Total 

Scheduled 

Casters 

population. 

601,114 

Birbhum 



343.805 

Bankura 



448,292 

MidnapOTe 



[604,190 

Hooghly 



f341,891 

Howrah 



236,764 

24-Pargana8 



820,242 

Calcutta 



107,194 

Nadia 



180,256 

Munhidabad 



201,048 

Jeesore 



321,696 

Khulna 



533,837 

Rajshahi 



137,384 

Dinajpur 



554,381 

Jalpaiguri 



613346 

Darjeeling 



49,461 
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<1 

Total 

Name of diatriot. Scheduled 

Castes 

population. 

Rangpur . . . . 537,271 

Bogra 80,092 

Pabna . . . - . . 129,554 

Malda . . 182,455 

l>acca . . . . 449,846 

Myraensingh . . - . . . 482,149 

Faridpur . . . . . . 494,462 

Bakarganj .. .. .. 411,935 

Tippera . . . . . . 322,885 

Noakhali . . . . . . 78,404 

Chittagong . . . . . . 60,867 

Chittagong Hill Tracts . . . . . . 700 


Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAJI : ^ 

Bcheduled cagtesOT fV f 

f%Pr CT 15'd'fl <?iti S'su .jt? I 'Sft sft 

CT’flrsf 'Um CSfl^ ’T;«tn C=T^ csrsmr scheduiod caste8t?fl 

Prffir«Rj 5rmi c y tcii cf ' ^ i 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 believe all the 
questioiiH have been fully answered. 


AppliMtion of sootion 9S of Bengal Ceag Aot in reepect of Charialdanga 
EetatOi polioei«tation Lalmonirhat, Kurignun. 

3. Kazi EMOADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that section 99 of the Cess Act of 1880 has been applied to the 
Estate of the zemindars of Gharialdanga in Pargannah Bushatti, police- 
statioD Lalmonirhat, subdivision Kurigram, district Rangpur P 

(b) If so, what is the amount of the cess for which the Estate has 
been attached P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
steps were taken by the Gbvernment for the realisation of the nrrear 
oess from the zemindars before taking action under section 99 of the 
Ossa Aot of 1880 P 
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Thi Wn’bto Sir BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi (a) Tea. 

(6) Eb.7.476-9-4. 


(c) Y«8. The Certificate Procedure was used> moluding the 
garnishee rules, but without success. 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased 
to state what steps liad been taj^en for realisation of the arrear cess from 
the tenants of the estate concerned? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 


Readjustment of the Jurisdiction of Kathiadi and Bajitpur sub- 

inspectorates. 

4. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the lion'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

e 

(i) that Bhairal) ixilice-station (Mymensiugh) is within the juris- 

diction of the Sub-Jnspector of Schools of Kathiadi; 

(ii) that the geogra])hical iKinition of Bhairab is such that the 

Sub-Inspector of Kathiadi is to go to Bhairab crossing over 
another thana within the sub-inspectorate of Bajitpiir; 

(m) that there exists a feeling amongst the public of Bhairab 
over the question of transfer of Bhairab to the Bajitpur 
flub-insiiectorate ; and 

(tv) that they have represented to the authority for the transfer 
and readjustment of the jurisdiction of Kathiadi and Bajit- 
pur 8iib-in8|>ectorate8 ? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state what action he projicses to take in the 

matter? 

Tlw Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on bobtlf of ttio 
Miniitor in ohargo of tho Education Dopartmont) : (a) (i) to (Hi) 

Yes. 

(tr) No such representation has been received. 

(b) The matter is under the consideraticm of the Inspector of 
Sdhools, Dacca Range. 
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Tamporary Laiioratory AsslaUnt of tho Islamia Golbgo, Calcutta. 

6. Khan Bahadur AULAD HOBBAIN KHAN: (a) With reference 
to the reply given to unstarred question No. 3 on the 15th July, 1940, 
will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be 
pleased to state whether the tem[)orary Laboratory Assistant of the 
[elamia College, Calcutta, has since been discharged? If not, why 
not? 

(h) When is the vacancy likely to be filled up permanently? 

The Hon*tole Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) The temporary 
Laboratory Assistaul has nol y4*t been discharged as it has not been 
possible 1o .‘Mdect a suitable carnlidate for the post. 

(h) As soon as a suitable candidate for the post is selected. 

Discontent among krishaks of certain parts of Jalpaiguri. 

6. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (ri) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that several persons in Boda and Debigauj 
police-stations in Jalpaiguri district have recently been served with 
notices of warning by the Deputy Commissioner, Jalpaiguri, that if 
they persist in doing acts prejudicial to public order, viz., stirring up 
discontent among the krishaks of Boda, Pachagar and Debiganj police- 
stations and their surroundings, action will be taken against them 
under the Defence of India Rules? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there is at present any discontent 
or trouble persisting among the krishaks of those thanas? 

(c) If so, what is its nature? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(6) It is reported that the situation is at present quiet. 

(o) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: With reference to answer (5) 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the trouble oon- 
oerned was an economic issue or a political issue? 

The Hou’blt Khuraia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Our information is that 
the trouble was based on political issue, and economic issue was made 
an excuse. 
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Ufa AI^L KRISHNA CHOSE S Are we to 'understand that even 
t>n econoniio issues the Government of Bengal will take advantage of 
the Defence of India Rules? 

TN Hos’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. But in this 
particular case Government were taking every step to see that the 
economic issue was satisfactorily settled by the persons who were 
against each other. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what infornuitioii the (ioverninent received from that 
quarter which led them to believe that it wn.s not an economic issue but 
a pblitical issue? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I sent for the (’ommis- 
sioner of the Division and the District Magistrate and discussed the 
situation with them 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether flie places in question belong to the zemindary of one 
of the Hon’ble Ministers? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think, the answer ia 
in the negative, but I would a.sk for notice. 

Inoomanience to passongon of aoverai steamerways of Bengal. 

7. Maulana Md. MUNIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 

aware — 

(t) that arrangements in the ferry and service steamers plying 
between — 

(1) Chandpur — Goalundo, 

(2) Narayanganj — Goalundo, 

(3) Sirajganj — Jagannath Ghat, 

(4) Barisal — Chandpur, and 

(5) Khulna — Barisal, 
are not satisfactory; 

(u) that the accommodations are inadequate; and 

(m) that there are no separate bathroom and latrine for intei^ 
mediate class passengers? 
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SO 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will th# Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in tho 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawarc^): (a) (i) No. 

(it) I am informed that the accommodation is not only adequate 
but invariably far more than is required. 

(iii) Ihere is no separate bathroom arrangement for the intermediate 
class passengers but on some of the vessels a shower bath is provided 
for the lower class [wssengers whilst all vessels have pumps provided 
for Imihing puriK)He8. There are separate latrines for the third ^and 
intermediate class female passengers and adecpiate other latrines for 
third and intermediate class males. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (a) (/?), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
he has got the information from his personal experience of having 
travelled in the lower class steamer service, and, if not, what is the 
source of his information ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no mention of lower class. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In answer (a) (w), the 
Hon’ble Ministc'r says “I am informed that the accommodation is 
not only adeejuate' but invariably far more than is required”. I am 
asking the Hon ’hie Minister to state whether he has given this infor- 
mation from personal experience of having travelled in the interme- 
diate or lower class steamer service, and, if not, what is the source of 
his information? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hi# information has been received from the com- 
pany — they are not State service. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 am asking for the 
source of his information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite clear that the information has been 
received from the company. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am asking for the 
source of his information when he says that the accommodation is more 
than adequate. 
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Mr. Weaker: I am sorry, if you are not satisfied with the answer, 
you can certainly place facts to show the inadequacy and you can ask 
for further enquiry from Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government is considering 
the desirability of having Local Advisory Committees set up as there 
are Advisory Committees in connection with railway travelling to 
enable the public to be assured of comfortable service and arrange- 
ments P 

^The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I may submit that 
this question does not arise out of the question before us. I have faint 
recollection that there are Advisory ComniiUees attached to each of 
the steamer services and we have made reference from time to time to 
certain persons regarding complaints made about facilities provided in 
steamers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if (iovernmeni would consider the desirability of making 
enquiry — as he has just strained bis imagination or recollection — 
whether there are actually any Advisory Committees on these 
services other than on those run by the respective railways concerned P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY * 1 W’us not taxing my 
imagination — 1 was taxing my memory and 1 have just been informed 
that my memory has not played me false. There are Advisory Com- 
mittees in Dacca, Chittagong and Bnrisal. But I am quite prepared 
to consider the question of establishing A<lvi8ory Committees if they 
are not in existence. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (a) (//), 
will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of taking steps to 
enquire whether the information, viz., that accommodation is more than 
adequate, is correct? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have made enquiries. 
This is a question not so much of personal experience as of figrures. 
There is certain space which is considered to be the standard space 
in these steamers and then from the sales of tickets we can find out 
whether the steamer is usually over-crowded or not. By this means 
it has been ascertained that the accommodation is adequate. 


Mf. 8j|feil JALALUDDIN HA8 HEMYs With reference to answer 
(fl) (ui), thati shower bath is provided for the lower class passengers 
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in vessels running in lines mentioned in (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in which vessels is it 
provided ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: If the honourable member 
so desires, I am quite prepared to pursue this question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. With reference to answer (/i), if I 
tell the Hon’ble Minister from my personal experience that in some 
instances in the Narayangnnj-Goalundo service there is not even 
standing uccommodatioii, will he be pleased to make an enquiry? 

. Mr. SPEAKER: H e is concerned with the average where the total 
space i.s divided by the total number of passengers. 


Stipends for Scheduled Caste students. 

8. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department l)e pleased to .state — 

(t) on wiiat basis or principle the school stipends for the Scheduled 
Oaste students, reading in top four classes of high English 
schools, were last distributed among the different Divisions 
of the Province; 

(it) the number of such stipends granted in each district of the 
Province ; 

{Hi) whether those sti|)end8 were meant for the deserving Sche- 
duled Caste students of both Dacca and Calcutta Univer- 
sities; and 

(iv) whether the deserving students of the top four classes reading 
in the recognised high English schools under the Board of 
Intermediate and Secondary Education, Dacca, were entitled 
to get such school stipends ? 

(f>) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, how many 
students, coming from which schools, have received those stipends? 

Tht Hoii’b|8 Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on iMbtIf of lili 
Minlstor in otuugo of tho Eduoitlon Dopirtmont): (a) (t) On a divi* 
sional basis in proportion to the number of Scheduled Caste pupils in 
the top four classes of schools under each Divisional Inspector of 
Schools. 

(if) A statement is laid on the table. 

(m) No. They were school stipends. 
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(iv) Y«i. 

(h) Two students of the Dacca Collepate School have been given 
etipends. 


SlatemerU referred to 

in th£ reply to clause (o)(ii) of unsU^rrsd 

Districts. 

Dacca 

question No. 8. 

For boys. 

75 

For girls. 

1 

Myraensingh 


60 

1 

Eajshahi 


12 


Pabna 

. . 

35 


Bogra 


22 


Rangpur 


54 

1 

Dinajpur 


20 

1 

Jalpaiguii . . 


69 

1 

Darjeeling . . 


1 


Malda 


14 

. . 

Bakarganj . . 


266 

2 

Faridpur 


126 

1 

Chittagong •. . 


17 


Koakhali 


22 


Tippera 


4S 

2 

Calcutta 


6 

9 

24-Parganas 


191 


Khulna 


143 

3 

Jessore 

. . 

50 


Nadia 


26 


Murshidabad 


26 


Burdwan 


36 


Howrah 

. . 

41 


Hooghly 


43 

3 

Birbhum 


11 


Bankura 


20 

, . 

Midnapore . . 


37 

1 


Sohedtiiod Castas rsprassntation on Institutions in the district of 

Burdwan. 

9. Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MA<fl: {a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the present 
number of — 

(t) high English schools, 

{if ) middle Engbsh schools, 

(nV) junior madrasahs, and 
(tv) senior madrasahs, 

in the district of Burdwan ? 
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(b) Will the Hcm’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a etate-^ 
ment showingr— 

(t) the names, 

{ii) the amount of monthly grants of the — 

(1) District Board of Burdwan, and 

(2) the Government of Bengal, 

separately for each school: 

(ut) the number of students on the roll on the 31st March, 1940, 
showing separately the number of — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, and 

(2) Muslim students; and 

(iv) amount of special stipends received by the Scheduled Caste 
.students in each school? 

(c) How many of these institutions are managed by the Committee 
consisting mainly of — 

(1) Muslims; and 

(2) Scheduled Castes? 

(ri) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making 
any arrangement for reserving the membership of Scheduled Castes in 
a Managing (’ommittee as is done in case of the Muslims? 

The Hon'ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Mmlster in oharge of the Education Department): {a) (?) 61 (includ. 
ing two girls’ high English schools). 

(ii) 112 (including two girls’ middle English schools). 

7. 

(?r) Nil. 

(h) A statement furnishing the information is laid on the Library 
table. 

(o) Number of schools managed mainly by — 


( 1 ) Muslimt — 

High English schools ... 2 

Middle English schools ... 6 

Junior madrasahs ... 7 

Senior madrasahs .n. Nil 
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(2) SoMuiulea Uastes — 

High English schools 
Middle English schools 
Junior madrasahs 
Senior madrasahs 

{tJ) There is no reservation of seats for Muslims in Managing 
Committees of Schools. The (iuestion of adequate representation of 
both Muslims and Scheduled Castes on them is receiving the considera- 
tion, of Government. 


.. ■) 
i 

... j 
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Qualifications for appointment as Head Maulvis and Second Maulvis. 

10. Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: (/i) Will the Hun*ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department he pleased to state whether any 
standard (jualifications have been prescribed for appointment to the 
posts of the Plead* Maul vi and the Second Maulvi of the Government 
and Government-aided high schools in Bengal? 

(6) If so, what are these? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of tho 
Minister in charge of the Education Department) : A statement show- 
ing the qualifications required of candidates for appointment as Head 
Maulvis and Second Maulvis of Government high English schools as 
prescribed under the Bengal Subordinate Educational Service Recruit- 
ment Rules, 1940, is placed on the table. 

No qualifications have been prescrilied for the appointment of Head 
Maulvis and Second Maulvis in aided high schools. In terms of sec- 
tion 2 (6) of Chapter XXI of the Calcutta University Regulations, the 
qualifications of the teachers should be satisfactory to carry on the 
course of instructions in the subject with which they are entrusted. 

StatemerU referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. JO. 

Head Manlvi. — Master’s degree (not below Class II) or Bachelor’^ 
degree with Honours in Classical subjects concerned of a recognised 
University or Bengal Title Examination in Classical subjects con- 
cerned or Bengal Final Madrasah Examination or its equivalent with 
adequate knowledge of English and Bengali or Urdu, (or both). 

, Second Maulvi . — Title Examination in a classical subject or Bengal 
Final Madrasah qualification or its equivalent with Matriculation certi- 
ficate and adequate knowledge of a local vernacular. 
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Cranto-in-aid to girls’ institutions in Prssidenoy and Burdwan 
Divisions. 

11. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing for the Presidency and Burdwan Divi- 
sions — 

(a) the present number of — 

(1) Hindu, and 

(2) Muslim, 

secondary schools for girls; 

(b) the present number of — 

(1) Hindu, and 

(2) Muslim, 

non-Government secondary schools for girls receiving aid 
from the Government ; 

^c) the amount of grant received by such schools with their 
names ; 

(d) the present number of primary Government schools for girls; 

for — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; and 

(e) the present nmsiber of primary schools for girls for — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims, 

receiving Government grants with their names and amount 
of grantP 

Tht Hon’blt Sir BidUY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on boiiitf of tlit 
MMilir In ohorgo of tho Bduoatlon Dopttrlniont): Three statements 
which supply the required information have been placed on the Library 
iaUe. 
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Adjoumnitiit Motkiii. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: Sir, I be^ to move the adjournmenf 
motion for which you have been pleased to give your consent, with 
reference to the notification of the Home Department, dated the 2oth 
November, 1940, prohibiting absolutely the printing or publishing 
within the province of Bengal matters connected with the hunger 
strike of prisoners in jail as mentioned in the said order. May I have 
the leave of the House for it ? I may in this connection submit for 
your consideration that we on this side of the House have two motions 
given notice of to which you have been pleased to give your consent. 
We do not want to take up much time of the House or we do not want 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge to labour himself independently on the 
two motions. The two motions are almost identical. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not identical. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Almost identical, Sir, save and 
except in the case of Mr. Dutta Muzumdar’s motion a reference is made 
also to the hunger strike, whereas in my motion I have tried to confine 
myself only to the notification, not going into the merits of the hunger 
slrike at all. I am entirely placing myself in your hands. Which- 
ever of these two motions will be acceptable to you or admissible after 
taking in the opinion of the Hon*ble Minister, we will be prepared to 
withdraw the other motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, have you anything to say on the 
question whether the motion is in order or notP 

TIm Hofi’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I submit that in my 
opinion the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal is not in order for the 
reason that the policy of Government as regards the publication of a 
notice of the character which has been published or rather issued was 
enunciated by Government as long ago as September 15th, 1939 in a 
communique issued by Government as to the policy they will pursue 
in the event of a hunger strike. Sir, I want to read out with your 
permission the relevant portion announcing the policy as to how Gov- 
ernment will deal with future hunger strikes, because the whole 
communique is very long. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL t May I know th« data of th« oom- 
mnnuiiieP 

Yto HmfMt Sir NASIMUDOINl IStk 6n>t«ibw, 19S9. 

It wu wmowMd tbnt if eimana t a n eo a ao raqniie tiwy wiU ink. 
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all 0iich steps as they consider proper to preTent the publication in the, 
press of any matter relating to hunger strikes or hunger strikers and 
also to prevent all demonstrations or agitations in that connection. Sir, 
Government having taken the trouble to announce their policy and for 
so long a timOi 1 submit that giving effect to that policy does not 
create any new situation and is not one that comes within the purview 
of a motion to be discussed under an adjournment motion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Is policy a matter of 
occurrence P 

The Hon’ble Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN; It was not objected to. 
The Assembly had the chance. If they wanted to disapprove the 
policy, they could have done so. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: The statement of policy 
is not a matter of occurrence. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs May I submit that the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Home Department has only made a 
reference to a particular statement of a particular method that the 
Government proposed at the time with reference to a j>articular hunger 
strike of prisoners or prisoners connected with that hunger strike, 
and 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it will save much 
time of the House if it is made clear that this communique was 
published after the hunger strike was over, declaring as a general 
policy as to how Government would act on future occasions if there w^as 
a hunger strike. 

Dfk NALINAKSHA SANYALs Sir, I may draw your attention to 
the fact that I have tried to confine myself to a recent occurrence. A 
statement of a policy, whatever that policy might be, which might not 
have been at that moment pursued upon or might not have actually 
led up to an occurrence is not at issue. It is an occurrence as a result 
probably of that policy which has necessitated the raising of a dis- 
cussion on that occurrence, namely this notification. Further, Sir, 
I submit that the power by virtue of which this notification appears to 
have been issued, namely the Defence of India Rule 41 (/), has a 
little bit of history behind it. On the 5th of September, 1939, by a 
Qaaette Notification, dated the 4th September, 192^, the order relating 
to the issue of Ordinance No^ 5 of 1939, empowering thpiioTeniiiient of 
Ipdia to frame thes^ rules was keued. On the following da y- ^-- 
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Hr.^li^CAKEIIS Order, order. I e&oiild 10 l# to hota whet tlie 
Hon’ble tile Home Hinieter haa got to aay on the point of urgent public 
importance. 

The Hen’hle Ktiuraja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, 1 maintain that this 
is not a matter of urgent public importance in view of the fact that it 
ie simply giving effect to a declared policy of Government. Everybody 
knows how it is going to be done, and it was never before criticised 
or objected to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, such an objection has hardly 
an^ basis. We have declared policies about section 144, but it is the 
actual issue of an order under section 144 that leads to a particular 
occurrence. The occurrence is a recent occurrence. The policy of 
Government is not a matter with which we are concerned now. We 
are concerned with the present order whether that order has been pro- 
per or not. Even assuming that the issue of the order was proper at 
that time I submit that this order has been given at a time when, as 
I have already stated in ray short statement, it is reported that a large 
number of prisoifers have been on hunger strike. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This has nothing to do 
with the question. I submit that it is only the question of policy that 
need be discussed. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is the order that has 
been promulgated that is under discussion. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Are we to understand, Sir, that 
the policy of Government enunciated some years ago has got the sanctity 
of codified law of the land and that it cannot be questioned at any 
later date because it will be hit by the relevant rules of procedure of 
the Assembly? Secondly, Sir, even though the policy was enunciated 
some years ago, the application of that policy to a particular case is 
always a matter of recent occurrence, and I submit that it may very 
well form the subject of an adjournment motion if it satisfies the 
other conditions. I submit it is just possible for Dr. Sanyal to make 
out a case in the course of the discussion that the application of the 
policy which was enunciated years ago is wholly unjustifiable in the 
present circumstances. I submit. Sir, that those prohibitory provisions 
with regard to recent occurrence, etc., will have no application what- 
soever simply, because, the policy was enunciated long ago. In rely- 
ing upon those {novisions, the Hon’bla Sir Nasimuddin is leaning 
agaiitst a broken reed. 
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Mr. NiHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAIt: Maj 1 submit 
thinsf, Sir, with regard ta the point raised by Sir Na*imuddinP 

Mr. SPEAKER* It will be impossible for me to carry on if I 
allow a full-dress debate on this point. It is deJiirable that only the 
Leader of the House or the Leader of the Opposition or the member 
who wants to move the motion should speak. If I allow you, Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar may ask “Why should I not also get an opportunity?** 
(Laughb'r). Besides, I feel that you are suffering from sore throat; 
so pleas<5 do not raise your voice (laughter). 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, subject to correc- 
tion, I say that the principle underlying an adjournment motion is 
that if the Assembly had no previous opportunity to discuss a question 
and that question has arisen, then only the Assembly can raise that 
question by means of an adjournment motion ; because an adjourn- 
ment motion is a very serious matter as it suspends all other business 
of the House. You are allowed to do that only if the Assembly had 
no< liad an opportunity of expressing an opinion on that subject 


Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: What subject? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, that as 
far as this question is concerned, Government announced and informed 
the public and the members of this House that if this occasion arose 
the House might propose to deal with the situation. Honourable 
members had ample opportunity by means of a resolution, or by means 
of a cut motion on the occasion of the budget, to criticise the policy 
of Government. 


Mr. APSAKER: Are you not discussing the question in vacuum? 
It is arguing on pure hypothesis, namely, if such circumstances had 
taken place, then such things could have been done. But the point is 
that when this was first issued it was issued in the nature of a mere 
notice to the public, namely, that in the case of a contingency 
happening, Government would exercise their powers. 

Tht Hon’blt Kliwi]i Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Six, it is a question of 
opinion. In view of thut notice and the Assembly having an oppor- 
tunity to let Govemthent know whether they disapproved of the 
Government policy and thus preventing Government from passing this, 
but having refused to take that action, 1 submit, Sir, that honourably 
members are now estopped from raising that question. 
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Mr. SIPEAKERs I have heard both sides of the ease and if 1 had 
allowed one or more lawyers to speak, it would have probably mads 
the case worse for both sides. 1 do not, however, agree with Sir 
Nanmuddin on the point that in the circumstances of the case, this 
cannot be the subject-matter of discussion in the House. It is said 
that a press communique was issued as late as the 5th September, 
1939, informing the public as to what the Government attitude 
should be. But that was then a question of mere expression of opinion. 
The present question is that Government has, in view of a certain 
situation arising, exercised tliat power. Until that power is actually 
exercised, how can the House discu.ss it? Government could very well 
reply in that case: “We have not yet done it. As to when we shall 
do it, it all depends on the circumstances as to whether such and such 
things happened,” I feel that a mere expression of opinion in a 
matter like this cannot usually be the subject-matter of an adjourn- 
ment motion until the actual contingency arises. For example, if a 
Magistrate merely issues a warning that he will take recourse to 
shooting if certain incidents happen, that (‘annot be a subject-matter 
of any legal actibn by itself. Again there is another .sentence in the 
communitjue, viz., “if circumstances so require Government will take 
such steps as it may (lonsider proper to prevent ])ublication in the 
press.” 1 admit so far that Government by this can claim that they 
have announced the policy that they will j)revent the publication. 
The question still arises whether the exercise of power by Ordinant‘e 
is the proper method or any other step should have bceti the proper 
method. That can be the subject-matter of discussion in this House. 
Another thing is this: Government have said “if circumstances so 
require.” Now, the House can certainly discuss whether the present 
circumstances are such that require the exercise of these powers. I, 
therefore, feel that the adjournment motion is in order, but as there 
IB objection, I shall ask those who support the motion to rise in their 
seats. 

(More than the requisite number of members rose in their seats.) 


I hold that the motion is in order. 

As regards the time for the discussion of the motion, I want to 
say that the House knows very well that the Government of India 
will convene a conference to discuss the jute situation on the 4th 
December, and it is necessary that some of the Hon'ble Ministers 
should go on Monday at the latest. So I suggest that so far as the 
Finance Bills are concerned, we might finish the discussion by 
Monday. What I think is this; that in case it becomes possible to 
finish the discussion on the first Bill by half past five, we shall be 
•Me to take the adjournment motion at 6-30; if not, we shall take it 
HP at 6 o'clock. 







t 28 Tf jrOT,, 


coveunment bill« 

BMigil Toiiti Billi 10S7. 

The Hon'ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H0B8AIN, Khan Bahathirs 

I beg to present before the Hous^ the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bengal Touts Bill, 1937. 


The Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifloations) (Amendment) 
Ordinanoet 1840. 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As required by section 
88(i?)(fl) of the Government of India Act, 1935, I hereby lay before 
the House the Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications) 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1940, dated the 30th October, 1940. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Message from the Governor. 

Ifr. OPE AKER: The following is the message from His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal under section 75 of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, relating to the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER. On a point of order about this 
message, Sir. My point of order is that a message as circulated to 
' this House in two instalments cannot both be read. My first objection 
is that under section 75 of the Government of India Act His 
Excellency the Governor can return a Bill with a message, and that 
me.ssage 

Mr. 8PEAKER. The second portion is a typing mistake. The 
first portion makes it absolutely clear. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Is it the mistake of yotur 
office ? 

Mn 8REAKBRI No. 

Mi.1 MUIH idso hv 4#. 

mission is that it U imgnlar, for the reami that co ifi^ e ud if*lti - 
^oiimilated has been^sigiied hy ^ Soerotaiy of tlm LcgidsHve hmmMj 
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doei ftot beair tiie dgnshire of Hia Exoallenoy^tlKi Qoreniw^ oo 
* it caxmoi form a part of ibe meaaage. It is like amendiBg tke origiaal 
message for wLicli there is no provision in the Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a typing mistake. You were yourself 
Finance Minister and you know the position. 

Mr. NALINI RAHJAN BARKER: Even assuming that Hia 
Excellency has power to correct his message, the corrigenda does not 
bear his authority. 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The message 

makes it absolutely clear as to what was the intention of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The message is received by the Speaker and it is 
to his satisfaction as to whether it is a correct message or not. I am 
satisfied that it is a typing mistake. The message is as follows : 

‘*The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1^0, has been passed 
by both Chambers of the Bengal Legislature and has been presented 
to the Governor in accordance with section 75 of the Government of 
India Act, 19S5. Having given my most careful attention to the Bill, 
I am of opinion that it is my duty to return it to the Jjegislature in 
accordance with the proviso to the said section and to request the 
Chambers to consider it in regard to the following points. 

Section 26G(/) of the Bengal Tenancy Act renders void every 
usufructuary mortgage (other than a complete usufructuary mortgage) 
entered into after the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1928. It is clear from section 58, Transfer of Property 
Act, 1882, that mortgages by cx)nditional sale, English mortgages and 
anomalous mortgages are distinguishable from usufructuary mort- 
gages. Therefore section 26G^i) does not affect a mortgage of any one 
of these three types. Clause 3(1) of the Bill converts into a complete 
usufructuary mortgage a mortgage of any one of these three types en- 
tered into before the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
Sient) Act, 1928, and subsisting on 1st August, 1937, if possession of land 
was delivered to the mortgagee. Clause S{2) of the Bill renders void 
any such mortgage (other than a complete usufructuary mortgage) 
entered into after the enactment of the Bill. No provision has been 
Slade for a mortgage of any one of these three types eateied into after 
tlie omnmenoement of thet Bengal Tenancy (AmMdment) Aot, 1928, 
fnA More the enactment U this Bitt. 'TIaia laeiili Is dooSialoni* 
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Secondly, in cdnaequenee of the amendments made by daii^ 3(i) 
and d(2) an amendment of section 260 (4) is required in ordmr to ^ 
render receivable in evidence certain mortgages other than complete 
usufructuary mortgages and usufructuary mortgages when possession 
of land is delivered to the mortgagee. 

Thirdly, as clause 3(7J) of the Bill stands at present, it implies 
that there shall be no appeal from decrees passed in suits valued at 
more than Rs. 6,000. It is necessary to make it clear that an appeal 
should lie in every case in accordance with the provisions of the Code 
of Civil Procedure, but that as proposed in the Bill, the period of 
limitation in respect of an appeal to the District Judge should be 
extended to 3 months. 

Fourthly, in clause 5 of the Bill in the proviso to clause (a) of sub- 
section (/) of the proposed section l68xV the words ‘of the temporary 
settled estate’ appear to be unsuitable. It further appears necessary 
to provide that the effect of this j)rovis() should be limited to cases in 
which the term of the tenancy expires other than by reason of 
surrender. 

After due consideration, therefore, I have decided to recommend 
to the Bengal Legislative Chambers that the Bill be amended in the 
manner stated in the following recommendation, and I appoint the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Minister in charge of Revenue 
Department, to be the Member in charge of the Bill. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the proviso to section 75 of the 
Government of India Act, I, John Arthur Herbert, Governor of 
Bengal, do recommend to the Bengal Legislative Chambers that they 
do amend the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940, by the adop- 
tion, without further amendments, of the following amendments, that 
is to say, — 

(I) For sub-clause <i) of clause 3 of the Bill the following be 
substituted, namely; — 

(la) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in any 
other law for the time being in force or in any contract, 
every mortgage (including a mortgage by conditional sale) 
entered into by an occupancy-raty«f in respect of his hold- 
ing or of a portion or share thereof in which possession of 
land is delivered to the mortgagee — 

(a) which was so entered into before the commencement of 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment). Act, 1928, and 
wae subsistiag on or aftet Ae first , day of Angnaii 
198T, 
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Xh) or which, t>eiiig other than a nsulmotuary mortgage 
having under sub-section (1) no force or effect, was 
so entered into after the commencement of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1928, and before 
the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1940, and was subsisting on or after the 
commencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act, 1940, 

shall be deemed to have taken effect as a complete usufruc- 
tuary mortgage for the period mentioned in the instrument 
or for fifteen years whichever is less.’* 


(2) After sub-clause {2) of clause 3 of the Bill the following sub- 
clause be inserted, namely: — 

*\2A) in sub-section (4 ) — 

(а) in clause (h) after the words ‘complete usufructuary 

•mortgage’ the word ‘or’ shall be inserted ; 

(б) after clause {b) the following clause shall be inserted, 

namely : — 

‘(c) a mortgage of such holding, portion or share 
(other than a complete usufructuary mortgage 
or a usufructuary mortgage referred to in 
clause (b) ) in which possession of land is deli- 
vered to the mortgagee,’ and 

(c) for the proviso the following shall be substituted, 

namely : — 

‘Provided that — 

(i) a document referred to in clause (a) or (6) which 
was executed before the commencement of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1928, or 

(w*) a document referred to in clause (c) which was 
executed before the commencement of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1940, 

may be so received in evidence or so acted upon aa a com- 
plete nsnlmotoary mortgage for the period mentimied 
therein or for fifteen years, whichever is less/ ” 
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0) Jm fub-elaw (J) ot cbiue 3 of the Bill, fof piopc^ mb- 
« 0 ctioii (13) the following gub«eeciion be snbetitated, namely: — * 


*^(1S) The provisionB of the Code of Cml Procedure, 1908, relat- 
ing to appeals shall apply to all decreeo or orders made 
under sub-sections (10) and (7/), but notwithstanding 
anything contained in the Indian Limitation Act, 1908, or 
in this Act, the period of Limitation for an appeal to the 
Court of a District Judge against any such decree or order 
shall be ninety days from the date of the decree or order 
appealed from/’ 


(4) In clause 6 of the Bill, in the proviso to clause (a) of sub- 
section (1) of the proposed section 168A, for the words “if the term of 
the tenancy of the temporary settled estate' ’ the following words be 
substituted, namely: — 

*‘if, in any manner other than by surrender of the tenure or hold- 
ing, the term of the tenancy." 


Government House; 
The 11th November^ 1940, 


J. A. HERBERT, 

Governor of Bengal, 


tiomiiuition on tht Moot Oommittoo of tKo Calcutta Municifial 
(Amondmont) Bill, 1940. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the Bills 
axe proceeded with, may I draw your attention to Circular No. 261 
purporting to commuaiGfkte to us that you have been pleased to nomi- 
nate two members, vis., Mr. J. N. Gupta and Mr. Pulin Behary 
Mullick, on the Select Committee of the Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940, to fill up the vacancies caused by the resignation of 
Maharajkumar Uday Chand Mahtab and Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker. 
May I submit that in accordance with rules 126(2) and 112(3), it is 
desired that before such nomination is made, you would kindly consult 
the party concerned and as far as possible select persons to fill up such 
vacancies from amongst the memWs of that party? 

Mr. BPIAMBII8 I might explain to you that the whole posiiihni 
mist be fioia.^e party, if possible, from wh|oh tlsa flimbsii.waa* 
•eleoted— ~ 
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» Br. iHLINAKBHA SANVALl As a mailer ol fa«*» it on 
fhat disfinct assurance that we placed ourselves at your hands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I asked everybo^ of that 
party whether he was willing to serve but nobody was willing and 
naturally I had to fall back on these two members as, under the rules, 
I have to fill up the vacancies. 

Dr. HALIMAK8HA 8AMYAL: I submit that under the rules 
there was no obligation on the Chair to nominate the two members and 
you. Sir, know the special circumstances in which these members 
choee to resign. 

Mr. SPEAKERS The rule says, “vacancies shall be filled” and not 
“may be filled’’. So, it was not my own choice that I did it. I was 
told that under the rules I must do it. Anyway, I have explained the 
whole thing. As none of the party was willing to serve on the Com- 
mittee, I had to nominate these two members. 

The Bengal Secondary Eduoation Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I move 

the motion standing in the name of the llonUde Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
UuqP 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. With 
reference to Bills, it is distinctly laid down that unless the member 
in charge nominates another member in the case of a Government Bill, 
I know the Secretary will show me that the member in charge may be 
any other Minister . 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is only for the purpose of extending the time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is a ver> vital matter. So 
far as this Bill is concerned, it is not a matter of mere formality. I 
submit in a Bill of this character where the whole country had with 
one voice launched their protest, the extension of time cannot be grant- 
ed by the House without sufficient reasons therefor being given and 
withcrat sufficient discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The difficulty is that under the rule the member 
in charge of the Bill in the case of a Government Bill is any member 
aeiiiig on behalf of Government. That is the deftililion. * It 'ki not 
neeeheiry Uikt S plotiollar ICibisler sbeedd dioee il; An 3 %idy> ou 
move it. 
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Tk* Hon'bl* Mr BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi Sir, I b«g t», 
more that the time for presentatioa of the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940, be extended till 
the Idth January, 1941. 

Mr« SPEAKER: The question before the House is . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before you put the motion 
I . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you want to record your protest? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir. We want 
to record our protest. The House will rememher that there was a 
motion from this side of the House tfiat the Bill sliould be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion by the 31 st December, 1940. Government 
in the plentitude of their wisdom or in their anxiety to rush the Bill 
through the House did not condescend at that time to accept that 
motion and now they are coming forward to extend the time for the 
submission of ihe Select Committee Yeport up to the 15th January, 
1941. Sir, I submit that this is not dealing fairly with this House. 
Government at that time showed to the House that they were anxious 
to have an early legislation. My submission is that it was simply 
to deny the country an opportunity to express its opinion on the Bill 
that the Government then pretended that it was necessary to rush the 
Bill through. Now, Sir, they are finding it difficult oven to finish 
the consideration of the Bill in the Select Committee. 

Dfi NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL* There has not been any meeting 
of the Select Committee. 

Rai NARENMA NATH CHAUDHURI: There has been no 

meeting of the Select Committee as yet I understand and still the 
Government ore obdurate and will not relent and consult public 
opinion. 

Thi Hon’bla Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am afraid 
my honourable friend has only given the half truth. Because the 
Hon^ble Chief Minister in moving the motion for referring the Bill to 
Select Committee made it perfectly clear that Gk)vernment were willing 
and they proposed to circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion after 
the Bill had been referred 16 Select Committee. 

RH HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURIt You are misinierprel* 
iag. 
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fact, the Bill has been circulated lor eHciting public opinion and the 
Calcutta University, I understand, has not been able to finish the con- 
sideration of the measure. They made a request to Government to 
extend the time. That is one of the main reasons why the Select 
Committee could not meet and take up consiileration of the Bill. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
time for presentation of the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Secondary Education Bill. 1940, be extended till the 15 tb 
January, 1941, was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1S41. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Before 1 move these 
Bills, may I say a word or two with regard to the time table? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I propose to do is to finish the Bengal 
Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill to-day and take up the other Bill 
to-morrow. In case we find the discussion is going to be very long, 
we might have a short session on Saturday in the morning. 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is imperative that 

we should go to Delhi because we hope to bring something, when we 
come back. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Delhi-ka laddu! 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be necessary to have a morning session 
on Saturday. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill, 1941. 

(The Secretarj^ then read the short title of the Bill.) 

I beg also to move that the Bengal Motor Spirits Sales Taxation 
Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Khan Sahib Maulvi Hatemally Jamadar, 

(2) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(3) Dr. Mofizuddiu Ahmed, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abidur Reza Chowdhurv 

(5) Mr. Aftah AH, 

<(i) Mr. Birat Chandra Kandal. 

^7) Sir SLari Sanker Paul, 

^8) Mr. (7. F. Sinclair 
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Mfr. iPlAKfill: order. Hotb yon takott pnfwiom peoppnie- 

•ioD to include Mr. Sinclair’s name. 


Tlw Holl’IHt Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDY: I am just going to ask 
{or your leave. Sir, to insert the name of Mr. Sinclair in place at 
Mr. Marindin and also at some subsequent period after we have received 
the names from the Congress Party as to which of their members are 
prepared to serve on the Committee to have their names inserted. We 
have not their names up till now and I cannot do so now. 

(9) Mr. Syed Ahmed Khan, and 

(10) the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Subrawardy, 
with instructions to submit their report by the 2l8t December, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being four. 

The Bill itself, Sir, is very simple and I think that my task in 
recommending its acceptance by the House is also very simple. We 
are not calling upon the motorists of the province or the bus owners 
or the taxi owners to pay a tax which their brethren in olker parts of 
India are not paying. Every Provincial Government, Sir, in India 
except those of Bengal and Orissa has already levied a tax on the sale 
of motor spirit. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: At what rate? 


Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: From one anna to one 
anna and six pies. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: The Central Provinces 
has charged live per cent. only. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Does it really matterP 
Rai HAR&NDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Yes, it matters. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Presumably my 
honourable friend drives a heavy car which consumes more petrol. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I think yours, Mr. Itai Chaudhuri, is not so 
heavy as that of the Hon’ble Mr. Subrawardy I 

R.i HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Quite. 

Th. Hon'M. Mr. h : %. tUHRAWARDY: I can assure my 

honourable friend that all the proceeds from this tax which my 
honourable friends will pay from their pockets will go back to them in 
Ahfpe of motor transpoit facilities. , 
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f^sonalitios. Cannot you apeak in general tennaP 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS Before ooming to the 
point, Sir, I may be forgiven if I digress to remind members that this 
tax has acquired an important place in constitutional history. It was 
the subject-matter of the first case before the Federal Court of India 
between the Centre and the provinces. Members may remember that 
the Government of the Central Provinces and Berar was the first to 
impose the tax and that as soon as the Bill was passed in that province, 
the Government of India filed a case before the Federal Court challeng- 
ing the competence of the Provincial Governments to impose such a 
tax. You are aware, Sir, that the verdict of the Court was in favour 
of the provinces. Within a year of the declaration of the verdict a 
motor spirit sales tax was imposed by every Provincial Government in 
India except this Government and the Government of Orissa. 

In a sense I may claim that this is only nominally a taxation Bill. 
It does not seek to impose a tax for which there is no quid pro quo. 
The benefit of the expenditure will go to the persons who are being 
asked to pay the*tax. I am merely asking Bengal motorists to give 
me the wherewithal to provide them with new and better roads. 

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons it is stated that for a 
number of years Bengal was not able to spend in full the amounts 
allocated annually to this province out of the Central Road Fund. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: WhyP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Because there were no 
comprehensive schemes at that time in existence and it was this 
Government which received the report of the Special Officer who was 
appointed to frame comprehensive schemes and make suggestions which 
are now before Government. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. This Government is not 
acting upon it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY8 Yes, we are acting up 
to it. We have got the benefit of the report and this Government is 
acting up to that report. (Rai Haeendra Nath Chaudhtthi: Not at 
all I) The annual expenditure since 1938 Cn new road construction 
debitable to the Road Fund has considerably exceeded the annual 
allocation and expenditure has now reached a level roughly Rs. 12 laky 
-mon tkan tke anunmt that we can hope to receive from the Bead Fiind. 
To-daff we have in the oeurae of consfenction some 38 pn>jects 
to coat Be. 106 Ukhs: by ^e «od of the eninnit fl..iB(»al ywr-lhe 
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expenditure on these warks-in-progress will amount to Be. 90 lakhs and 
the balance required to complete will be, therefore, Bs. 105 lakhs. In 
addition a further 12 projects which are designed to give the province 
an additional 261 miles of modern roads and which will involve an 
expenditure of Rs. 148 lakhs have been recommended by the Provincial 
Board of Communications: those projects are now with the Govern- 
ment of India awaiting their approval. It will be seen then that there 
are either in course of construction or matured and ready to be put in 
hand projects involving an outlay of Rs. 250 lakhs. Unless, therefore, 
the programme is to be slowed down to a level at which we shall not 
be making full use of our permanent staff, it is essential to maintain 
construction on the present scale : and for that we must have the addi- 
tional funds that this Bill is intended to make available. 

The price of petrol in Calcutta is Rs. 1-8 per gallon. In Bombay 
it is Rs. 1-9 and in Madras Rs. 1-9-6. The imposition of this tax will 
bring the Calcutta price to the Madras figure. This will not constitute 
any hardship. 

Before finally commending the motion to the House I wish to draw 
the special attention of members to the concluding sentence of the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons. The proceeds of this tax will be 
ear-marked for road development and by that I mean new construction. 
I can assure this House that it is our intention that every rupee of this 
tax shall be spent on new construction. There is no question of utilising 
Ihe proceeds of this tax to relieve provincial revenues of any charge that 
now falls on them. The annual provision made from provincial 
revenues for road maintenance will not be reduced : in fact the quicker 
our progress with new construction the more we will have to provide 
for maintenance, but the provision on this amount will continue to be 
made as at present from general revenues and the net proceeds of this 
tax will be earmarked in the same way as allocations received from the 
Central Road Fund are now earmarked for new construction. 

Mr. SPEAKER; There are several motions for eliciting opinion. 
The Opposition will select as to who will move the motion. It will 
also be better if seven minutes’ time is allotted to each speaker. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Or five minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKERS 'All right, five minutes. 

Mr. tURENORA NATH BISWASs Sir, I beg to move tket tlw 
Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxatioa Bill, 1941, be circulated for tbe 
pwpoae <d dkittog opinion tkeroon by t^ 81st Deoamber, 1941. - 
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Sir, Ihi0 people of tkia proYinoe axe already hearily taxed, and the 
^cidenoa of tliis tax will fall heavily oa the already* overtaxed peoide 
of this province. The rise in the price of motor spirit will inevitahly 
result in a rise in the price g>i motor transport service, motor lorry 
service, etc. Not only that, it will raise the cost of industries whidb 
are run by motor fuel. Eventually, the tax which will be levied on 
motor spirit will have to be paid by the people in ^neral. So, on 
principle, Sir, I am not in favour of such taxation. 


Coming to the merits of the proposal for such taxation, I submit 
that the proposal shou]^ stand at least three tests before Government 
can come forward and ask this House to vote for such a taxation. The 
first test is whether the expenses for which the taxation is intended 
are such as are imminently and unavoidably necessary. Secondly, if 
so, whether such expenses cannot be met by the retrenchment of the 
existing expenses of the Government. And the third test is whether 
the taxation will do more good than harm. 

With regard to the first test, I would read a portion of the Objects 
and Reasons of the Hill, where it is said that “the object of this taxation 
is to find funds ft)r the cMuistruction of new roads wdth effect from the 
year I94d“. So, Sir, 1 do not see any reason Tvhy Government is in a 
hurry for raising money by taxation for a purpose which will be carried 
out with effect from 194»S. Then I find the object of this taxation is 
to supplement the Geritral Road Fund contribution of Rs. 18 lakhs par 
year by Rs. 12 lakhs a year. 

With regard to the various schemes tor the construction c»f new 
roads from the (Vntral Road Fund, there are two opinions. One 
opinion is the opinion of the Provincial Road Development Board which 
is perhaps to give effect to the recommendation of the Si)ecial Officer, 
Mr. King. The members of this House should know that Mr. King 
has re<*ommended the construction of many new roads in this province, 
and it is stated in his report that it will take about 150 years to complete 
the construction. Mr. King has given first preference to inter-provin- 
cial roads, second preference to inter-district roads and third preference 
to roads to be constructed within the district. If the inter-provincial 
roads and tbe inter-district roads are to be finished before the roads 
within tbe districts, then I am afraid the people who will pay the tax 
will reap little benefit out of this taxation even in the course of 50 
years. Now, the rural people are of opinion that if the Central Boad 
Fund be distributed annually to tbe District Boards in proportion to the 
areas and population of the respective districts, the District Boards 
can take up the construction of roads which will benefit the rural areae^ 
The demand of the rural x^^ple ie that roads should be constructed to 
connect the villages with district and subdivisiohal headquarters. Tliait 
demand ought to be satisfied by Government, but instead of paying any 
fi 
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to that demand, GoTemment mrr wants to tax those p^la who 
will not reap any benefit out of this taxation. I submit, therefore, that 
the first test the proposal has not stood. 

The second test is whether these are the only sources for raising fund. 
Goremment have not said whether they have made sufBcient attempts 
to retrench the expenses of Government at least under the heads 
General Administration** and * ‘Police**. I have reasons to believe 
that Government have not made any appreciable attempt to retrench 
the expenses under those heads. So I submit, Sir, that the second test 
also the proposal has not stood. Then there is the third test. It is 
whether this taxation will do more harm than good. I submit, Sir, 
that this will seriously injure the existing and growing motor transport 
business which (;au now compete with railways and steamers in this 
province and will also hurt the small industries and hamper the develop- 
ment of such industries which are run by motor spirit. Therefore, 
the proposal has not stood this test also. When that is the position, 
I submit that this Bill should be circulated for eliciting the opinion 
of the public who are going to pay this tax. 


Dr# NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, I rise to support my 
esteemed friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas in his attempt to have the 
Bill sent for eliciting public opinion. My grounds are not quite the 
same. 1 have every sympathy with the Government of Bengal when 
they tr>’ to seek more funds for definite and specified objects such as 
road construction and road development in the province, and yet, Sir, 
I submit that the case has not properly been made out by the present 
Government to enable them to assure to the public of Bengal that all 
is well with them and that the money placed in their hands will 
be properly utilised. 

Sir, I have to submit that the motor industry is already very 
heavily taxed. It is contributing very substantially to the Central 
Beventies by way of customs, etc. It is also paying heavily to various 
departments of Goveimnent by way of licence fees, etc., and so far as 
petrol is concerned, already the incidence of various levies on petrol 
is as heavy as even more than 60 per cent, of the selling price in the 
city of Calcutta. Before touching a commodity of that character the 
Government in the first place ought to have found out if some other 
source could have been found to enable Government to obtain certain 
sums, if not as large as this, at least large enough to meet immediate 
requirements. Government also ought to find out whether with the 
money now available^ Government can have a larger and quicker 
extension of road system free from the meticulous and sometimes 
unreasonable limitations that some of the experts of Government, Uie 
advisers of the {Engineering Department, try to place through a high 
ftandard of road construction in the province. 1 feel that a tax of 
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iliis cliimcter will not only be a beary burden on the motor isdnatry 
and motor busineee but will also be indirectly transferred on to tbe 
rural public who have been increasingly making use of motor bus as 
a very convenient mode of transport in the rural areae. I admit that 
a small rate of taxation might not be easy for the motor bus owners 
to pass on the heads of the consumers^ the rural people, but the rate 
here proposed is so heavy that the incidence is bound to be mainly on 
the consumers, the rural public, and not on the motor bus or car 
owners thenlselves. Sir, I thought I would get from the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister some sympathy when I say that this Bill should be 
sent round for eliciting public opinion for 1 know recently he has had 
occasion to seek more accommodation in his beautiful Limousine Oar 
and probably he will soon be going in for a still bigger car. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of personal 

explanation, Sir. I want to make an offer. Will Dr. Sanyal buy my 
carp I will buy a smaller one. (Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not part with it if it is so 
burdensome P (liaugliter.) 

Sir, jokes apart, this Bill stacks to lay a very heavy burden on one 
user of the road only, namely, the motorists, while the road js not 
meant merely for them. 

Sir, 1 have also other observations to make in this connection. 
Although in the Statement of Objects and Keasoiis, it is stated that 
it is the intention of Government to use the proceeds of the tax to 
supplement the annual receipts from the Road Fund, there is no 
statutory provision to that effect. Tn the resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India creating the Central Road Fund, there is such an 
obligatory provision ensured by virtue of the Central Motor Spirits 
Tax Act, and I would like the Bengal Government to consider 
carefully if it would not be possible similarly to place the obligation 
on the Government that all proceeds from out of thi.s tax would go to 
road development and road development alone. In regard to this, 
there is also a further point that has got to be considered. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has taken credit for the report that Mr. King 
has published. The report was available more than a year ago. We 
should like to know what action Government have taken on this 
report, whether Government have accepted the report and are going 
to follow it up, whether they have any policy laid down or enunciated 
in this regard, and what consideration has been given to the heavy 
burden that has been discharged by an able officer like Mr. King. 
We find there is jao policy of Government in that connection. They 
have not as yet accepted the report and if the list of roads that have 
10 far been favoured with an allotment of fund from the Central Road 
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Fund, is scrutinised, it will be found that even third-rate roads have 
Men recommended through the influence of Government because of 
^litical pressure or similar considerations and that the scientific 
feoommendations of Mr. King are not being followed. (Cries of 
‘^^juestion/’ ‘‘question'^ by the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra 
Nandy, of Cossimbazar.) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Communications and Works, who questions this statement, knows 
very well that he will not find all these 33 roads coming under the first 
fecomniendation of Mr. King in his report. I do not want to criticise 
€k)vernment severely on that aspect of the question, because I do feel 
that there may be occasions when Mr. King’s report might have to be 
modified in view of the local circumstances which might not have be«n 
prevailing when he recommended. But, Sir, there should be some 
policy before money is provided for carrying out certain works. Sir, 
it ia an open secret that the ex-Finance Minister had suggested that a 
portion of such proceeds should be capitalised and that road develop- 
ment should be proceeded with by capitalising such receipts so that 
we may get a very large amount placed at the disposal of the Govem- 
meut for expenditure. I do not know — it is not known to the House 
— whether Government propose to utilise the money in that way. 
Further it is also not known whether Government would proceed with 
any experiment for a quicker development of chea])er types of roads 
which would, for all prac'lical purposes, serve the needs of the rural 
areas. A scrutiny of the roads that have so far received sanction will 
show that of the 33 roads, not even 10 are reallv calc ulated to help 
the rural people — the people who are the backbone of finance and life 
in the country. The roads are mostly in the luxurious areas, near 
about cities and near hills wliere large sums— lakhs and lakhs^ — are 
spent merely to please certain planters and European interests. If 
these things are stopped then and then alone we can agree to a taxation 
of this character. 1 do not want to raise much objection against this 
Bill on the ground of the taxation itself. 

this stage the House adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. P. BANERill Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by 
my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, and in doing so I must say 
that this is really a taxation measure and that therefore the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy would have been well advised if he had accepted the 
motion of Mr. Biswas to send the Bill out for circulation for the 
purpose of eliciting publics opinion thereon. As he is not going to do 
so, We consider it our duty to oppose this motion from this side and 
to support the motion for circulation. It has been pointed out by 
Mr. Suhrawardy that the Bengal motorists will have new roads and 
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It is a well-known fact that tke roadi in 


Bengal are in a very deplorable condition. But in spite of that fact 
and of the fact that money has been allotted from the Central 
ment, Oovernment did not spend it on the mere excuse that there was 
no comprehensive scheme before Government 


The Hon’bia Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Cosslmbaiari 

Which Government? 


Mr. P. BANERJl! I am just coming to the time of the present 
Government as well. Sir, ever since the Maharaja of Cossimbaxar 
hds taken charge of the department which was previously known to be 
a public waste department 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Now it is Criminal Waste 
Department. 

Mr. P. BAHERJi: If more money is forthcoming, the result will 
be more waste. • The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has told us that 
there have been many new roads. But may I ask what about the old 
roads, the existing roads, the trunk roads? In the last session of the 
House, we jiointed out that there was a road, a very old road from 
Calcutta tn Khulna covering three districts. Now, Sir, half portion 
of this road, namely, from Calcutta to Navaron came under the Road 
Board and the new* road from Navaron was being built up from Navaron 
to reach Satkhira. Kvervoue knows, Sir, that Sntkhira would be very 
close to Calcutta, if this road from Calcutta to Bashirhat could have 
been continued, but that was not done. (The Hon’ble Maharaja 
Srischandka Nanjiy, of Cossimbaxar: Why?) Be(*ause this Govern^ 
ment was only continuing the policy of the old (lovernment, namely, that 
roads along railway lines must not be continued. If this road is con- 
structed then Maharaja can take it fnmi me tha*t there will be a good 
motor road from Calcutta to Bashirhat. Again there is competition 
from motor lorries. The policy of the Government of India has beef 
that this sort of competition must he avoided anyhow, hut this Govern- 
ment is following a policy w’hich we consider to he very bad from thip 
point of view*. 

Now, Sir, the Road Board has been constituted and money will be 
spent by this Board for the purpose of making inter-provincial com^^ 
munication possible, but what about ibter-district communication? It 
is said that this will be done later on. That is a very long hope. 

The Hon’ble Mi. Subrawardy is well known as a patron of the moWh 
pely companies of this province. In spite of a good deal of compeiitiof 
the motor service survived after a great deal of fight. 
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Mr. tPEAKIR: Is not the service running at a loesP 

Mfi P« BAN AMI: No, Sir. In spite of greeat difficulties, the 
motor service in Calcutta is the most efficient transport service in the 
East. That being the case, if the tax is raised by 1 anna 6 pies the 
result will be that there will be a dislocation of the service, 
and eventually the tramway company may gain in the long 
run. Similar is the case with motor lorries. The motor lorries are 
plying in the remote parts of the country but on account of the new 
restrictions in towns they are running at a loss and if this one anna is 
added to the existing tax, there will be further loss in this direction. 

Now, Sir, when money is forthcoming and will be spent on the 
construction of new roads, why should not some money be spent on the 
important trunk road from Jessore to Khulna? This particular road 
has been altogether neglected. It has not yet been made a pucca road 
and when a question was put to the Hon’ble Maharaja he said that he 
was helpless in the matter, and that the matter should be referred to 
the District Board. But I submit. Sir, that if Government really meant 
business and when there was sufficient iiloney available, there was no 
justification for keeping the matter in suspense. (The Hon’ble 
Maharaja Srisciiandea Nandy, of Cossimbazar: There is already an 
existing road from Navaron to Khulna.) Have you ever travelled by 
that road? (The Hon’ble Maharaja Seischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar: Yes, I have.) I do not think so; the condition of the road is 
horrible. If the Hon’ble Minister had travelled by that road^ he would 
not have said things like that. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : 
It is very, very bad!). 

That being the case, Sir, I submit that this Bill should be circulated 
for the purpose of ascertaining the views of the public. 

Mr. 0. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, I oppose the amendment moved 
lor circulation. 

My party has no objection to this Bill being referred to a Select 
Committee, but as we have many objections to the details of the Bill 
as presented to this House and as to the immediate necessity for this 
tax, we reserve the right to oppose the Bill at a later stage, if 
necessary. 

Extra money is not required for road construction for at least 2 or 
3 years. We knoV that Governpient can only spend some Bs. 30 lakhz 
per annum, and Egures show that this amount will be available up to 
31st March, 1942, and will be a balance in hand on that date o! 
about Bs. 10 lakhs. It is possible that difficulties may arise regarding 
the supply of mater^s and Government may not be able to spend eypft 
Bs. 30 lakhs per annum. 
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• Tlie of sohemef in pro gr eea and sanotioiiady amount to 

Ba. 1,02,59»000 and owing to war conditions, and the position as retards 
central and provincial taxation, some of these schemes could be 
postponed. 

If the money proposed to be raised by this tax on petrol is to be 
dealt with on the same lines as the funds of the Provincial Motor 
Vehicles Tax, we have the strongest objection, as we are of opinion 
that the amount of some Rs. 22 lakhs collected under provincial taxation 
is dissipated in such a manner that practical results are not obtained. 
We require an assurance from the Government that the money collected 
from this tax will be pooled with the Road Fund receipts and be 
governed by the same conditions. 

Another point is that the policy of Government is to proceed as 
rapidly as possible with “feeder’^ roads to railways and steamer ghats, 
for the movement of agricultural produce. If this produce is moved 
by motor lorry, well and good, but if. as is more than probable, the 
produce is moved by bullock cart, then we object strongly to motor 
transport having extra taxation put upon it. while bullock carts are 
free from any taxation whatever. 

We consider that the proposed rate of 1 anna 6 pies/per gallon is 
too high and may lead to diminishing returns. We are definitely of 
opinion that Diesel Oil should be excluded from the Bill. Madras 
included Diesel Oil in their Bill to incidentally help to keep competi- 
tion with hydro-electric schemes at a minimum. Such a position does 
not arise in Bengal. 

Under present conditions it is not desirable to raise money unless 
absolutely necessary. We have continually advocated road construc- 
tion as rapidly as possible, but conditions now, owing to the war, neces- 
litate two things — 

(1) a slowing down of expenditure except on absolutely essential 

matters ; 

(2) a retrenchment of Government expenditure wherever possible. 

Ufa MALI N I RANflAN 'SARKERt I am in agreement with the 
principle and* object of this Bill, if within a short time the vast 
[iroblem of our road communication is to be solved, some sort of taxa* 
don is absolutely necessary to supplement the contribution from the 
Central Government for road construction, and I think that motor 
ipirit is a fit object for such taxation. But, Sir, though I agree with 
Ae objects and reasons and the principles of the Bill, I do not think 
hat^it has become so much urgent yet. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Kiliilter has said that he wanti Rs. 12 laih^^^iitote to 

Itjvplein^t the contribution of the Gbvemment of^ India amounting ' 
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to Bb. 18 lakhs a year to give effect to his programme for spending 
Bs. 80 lakhs a year. So far as this is concerned, I think he will gel 
the Advantage of the accumulated funds to push on with his schemee 
for another three or four years. So far as I remember the closing 
balance at the end of the year 1938-39 was about Bs. 15 lakhs. 

And there was also the unspent balance of the Government contri- 
bution amounting to about Rs. 32 lakhs for the two years 1937-38 and 
1938-39. Now at the end of 1938-39 the Hon’ble Finance Minister is 
in possession of funds to the extent of 49 or 48 lakhs of rupees. 
that is so, then within four years, I mean by the end of March, 1943, 
he can get this tts. 12 lakhs every year out of this accumulated resources. 
If it is assumed that he will be able to execute the programme,* the 
money which will be required after the dlst March, 1943, should not 
be raised so much in advance. That is why I support tiie motion for 
circulation of this Bill. But I have got suspicion in my mind as to why 
this Bill is being hurried through. My suspicion is, so far as my 
information goes^ the Government of India have preliminarily turned 
down the scheme of Dacca-Aricha Road, and T think, Sir, that the 
Government of Bengal is trying to persuade the rentral Government to 
agree to that scheme on the ground that they will supplement the 
Central Government contribution by taxation of motor spirit. If this 
is true, then it is a dangerous thing. We are now raising additional 
tax only so that our road ])rob}em all over the country can be solved 
as early as possible. If the present taxation is undertaken to con- 
struct roads the necessity of which is not so very urgent from the 
agriculturist’s point of view and which roads will require a huge expen- 
diture, namely, the estimate is Rs. 4*) lakhs and it might go up to 
Rs. 70 or 7o lakhs if proper precauiitms for .sanitation are taken and 
the length of the road is only 40 miles. I would a.sk the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister to provide something either in a resolution, if he 
cannot do that in the Bill, that this money w'hich will be raised by 
additional taxation naist be spent on roods within a district and there 
must be some limit trt the expenditure on each such project. I would 
suggest that a resolution should be pa.ssed on the lines of the resolu- 
tion the Ontral Government have ))assed on the road programme and 
if some such resolution is passed by this House that will expedite con- 
struction of necessary roads within the districts helpful to agricul* 
turists. That is why, Sir, I support the motion for circulation of this 
Bill, because I think that the money is not necessary just now and I 
insist on some sort,. of commitment by the Government to improve a 
larger number of rolids within the districts. 

'A.'f' 

, Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN tlODIQIl Sir, 1 shall aot detam tiw 
aouse for mom than a minute or tvo. Not being in the seerota ol tiu. 
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Q0^nm«iit of India or the Local OoTenunent as the honourable mem* 
her for ihe Bengal National Chamber of Commerce appears to be I 
am unable to say how the money collected through this tax is going 
to be spent, but I feel satisfied with the assurance given by the Hon’ hie 
the Finance Minister that the money collected will be allotted and 
earmarked for the construction and repair of roads. In that 
connection, may I appeal to the Hon* hie Minister to see that 
the money he collects in the city of ('alcutta is given to the 
city of Calcutta. The (Corporation of Calcutta has to maintain hundreds 
of miles of roads and in a condition which is perhaps unknown to the 
districts. The slightest unevenness in the level of roads here upsets 
the equilibrium of our citizens. Although the (Corporation has been 
increasing its amenities to the citizens, the rate of taxation has remained 
stationary. The city has expanded considerably while our finances have 
proportionately contracted. A Special Committee with my honourable 
friend the member for South Calcutta, has been appointed to consider 
the financial position of the Cori>oratioii and to find ways and means 
of increasing the income and decreasing the expenditure. It has 
actually made a proposition, which was to have come l)efore the (lovern* 
ment, regarding *t he share of the (V)rporation in the tax on petroleum. 
We have been forestalled. I do hope my appeal will not go unheard. 
Under the law, the Corporation of (*alcutta has the statutory right to 
demand money either from the Government or to raise it by taxation. 
We do not now want to tax the citizens of (.'nlcutta twice over, but it 
is only fair that the money the Hon’ble Minister gets from this increase 
of one anna and six pies on the petroleum used in Calcutta should by 
rights go to the Corporation. I hope it will be given to us. 

Th« Hofl’bto Mr. H. 8. iUHRAWARDY: Sir, I shall reply to the 
debate in the reverse order. 

The Mayor of (Calcutta has made a very powerful plea for considera- 
tion that all the money raised in Calcutta should l>e spent in Calcutta. 
I can give no assurance to him of that nature, but I shall certainly 
consider whether Calcutta is deserving of any share of the money that 
we shall raise. 

Sir, I may point out to Mr. Sarker that there is no need for »u«- 
picion. The present Finance Minister does not keep any secrets up his 
sleeves and he does not proceed to attain his goal by any tortuous 
methods. The Dacca-Aricha scheme has been turned down by the 
Gkivemment of India but so have all road schemes been turned down 

(Dr. Nalxnaksba Sanyal: All schemes?) Yes, all of them for 

the time being, because they say we have already sanctioned so many 
sehemes. Everybody knows as I have already said in the beginning 
that a number of schemes have been sanctioned and we have taken up 
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Barker Has answered Mr. Morgan’s point. Mr. Morgw raised 
the issue that all the money we raise should go only for the benefit of 
the motorists and that the agriculturists should not get any benefit out 
of it. Now that is not the policy of this Government. The money 
that we are going to raise will be spent on road work. That we can 
de^itely state and we stand or fall by that statement. But that it is 
going to be spent only on arterial roads or provincial roads and 
^11 not be spent on district roads or on roads that lead to bazars or 
hats or will not be spent for the purpose of increasing communicatiolis, 
we are not prepared to give any such assurance. If we can get good 
schemes of this character, I think the money should be well spent on 
communications throughout Bengal. 


NALINAKtHA SANYALs Your policy is to rob Peter and 
pay Paul. 


Th» Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: My policy is to rob 
those who can afford to pay for the benefit of those who cannot. 

Mr. I. D. ilALAN: You should spend money on roads for better 
mwketing of agricultural produce and not for military purposes 
which the Government of India might have in view. 

Mon^ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS A point has been raised 
by the first two members that this taxation is going to be very heavy, 
that the rate is going to be very heavy and that it will hamper motor 
transport. When the Government of India put on a taxation of 8 
annas or something of that nature, when the j>rice of mobil oil went up 
and when the price of tyres and tubes went up, that did not hamper 
motor transport. But one anna six pies per gallon for a bus in which 
yon have got, .iO or 20 persons where the extra cost per head will 
be infinitesimal an ifiAnitesimal portion of a pie — is going to hamper 
motor transport. Sir, I submit that these fears are next to nothing. 
After all the cost of petrol in other parts of India, for instance, in the 
United Provinces, in Delhi aud in the Punjab is higher than here and 
their taxation is like this; — 

Bihar— 1 anna 6 pies. 

United Provinoea — 2 annas. 

Punjab— 1 anna 8 pies, although the price of petrol there is Ra 2. 

North-west Froniier Province— 1 anna 3 pies. 

Assam— 2 annas. 

Bombay— 1 anna 6 pies or 6J per cent, od wOorsfii whiohever w 

less 

Madras — 1 anna 6 pies, same as ours. 
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^ Sir, 1 ftUtniit that no case Kas been made out against this Bill 
which is a very simple taxation measure. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What about the urgency? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: With regard to the 
urgency, it is true, Sir, that we shall have a certain amount of money 
left in our liands at the end of 1942 if we impose from the beginning of 
1941. It may ))e possible for us instead of bringing the Act into 
operation on the Ist of April, 1941, to bring it into operation on 
the Ist of September, 1941, and lose Rs. 6 lakhs that way. But our 
idea is not to spend on those projects alone on which we are spending 
these Rs. dO lakhs. We^ may go in for other projects as well. If 
we open up other roads, not the (Government of India roads, if we 
open up new’ roads as recommended by Mr. King, why should we not 
do it? If w’e can open up some good roads, not necessarily those 
arterial roads or provincial roads or those roads which Mr. Dutta 
Mazumdar calls military’ roads that have been sanctioned, why should 
we not do so? We are not merely looking at the thirty lakhs and the 
programme before us. I should like to have money to spend on other 
roads. What will be left in our hands it is impossible for us to say. 
It will depend on what the administrative department purposes and I 
believe the idea of the administrative department is to open up as 
many roads as possible. For this purpose I commend my Bill to the 
acceptance of the House. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the Bengal Motor 
Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of elicit- 
ing opinion thereon by the dlst December, 1941, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the Bengal 
Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Khan Sahib Maulvi Hatemally Jamadar, 

(2) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(3) Dr. Mofizuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abidur Beza Chowdhury, 

<5) Mr. Aftab AH, 

(6) Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal, 

<7) Sir Hari Sanker Paul. , 
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(8) Mr. F. J. Sinclair, 

(9) Mr. Syed Ahmed Khan, and 

(10) the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 


with instructions to submit their report by the 2lst December, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being four was then put 
and agreed to. 


AdiourmiMfit Motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 

THo Hon*8lo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I suggest, Sir, 
that Dr. Sanyal may move the motion which Mr. Dutta Mazumdar was 
going to move? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If the Hon’ble Minister wants to 
have an opportunity to explain the circumstances under which the 
hunger-strike has been resorted to, we shall be prepared to accom- 
modate him in this motion itself and I think that would be quite fair 
to him. 

Mr. SPEAKER} All 1 can say is that so far as Mr. Dutta 
Mazumdar’s motion is concerned, it is not in order because the hunger- 
strike by itself cannot be the .subject matter of an adjournment 
motion. The issue of a hunger-strike has been repeatedly discussed 
and I am of opinion that hunger-strike by itself cftnnot be the subject 
matter of an adjournment motion unless a particular case justifies it. 
But the Hon’ble Minister desires in his reply to make a statement on 
the whole question, and I have no objection to it. 

Mr. S AS AN KA SIKH AR SANYAL: We want to know, Sir, as 
to whether the Hon’ble Minister would make it clear in his reply that 
the report of the proceedings of this debate will be allowed to be 
published in the newspapers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the question raised by Mr. Sanyal is 
wholly foreign to the issue we are now discussing, and is a question 
which does not relate to the hunger-strike at all. The issue before the 
House is the propriety of the Defence of India Buies. So far as the 
Hon’ble Minister is concerned, it is for him to decide whether he would 
permit the proceedings of the House to be published in the newspapers. 
I think the present practice is that there is no objection to the proceed- 
ings only being published, without comment. 
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TN Kliwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the oorreot 

reporting bf the speeches of the members of this House is concerned, 
that would not be objected to, provided they are published without any 
eonrment and without prominent headlines. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that this 
Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the Home Department 
order No. 7()09P. of 25th November, 1940, addressed to all printers, 
publishers and editors prohibiting absolutely the printing or publish- 
ing , within the province of Bengal of matters connected with the 
hunger-strike of prisoners in jails, as detailed in the said order. 

Sir, I, move this motion with as much sense of responsibility as this 
motion demands. 'More than a year ago, we had an occasion to discuss 
certain things in this House relating to hunger-strike. It is not my 
purpose to-day to draw attention to those circumstances, and I would 
like simply to draw the attention of the Hon^hle the Minister in charge 
to the manner in which the present order has been issued, and the 
circumstances under which lie has taken steps under the Defence of 
India liules to issue the pnvsent order. The Defence of India Act 
refers to prejudicial acts in section d4, part (I, of the liules, and under 
the definition of prejudicial acts there is a very large number of cases 
mentioned. 1 cannot find in that li.st one .single instance which might 
in the remotest sense he said to ^>e standing in the vray, with a view 
to preventing which the jiresent order is said to be promulgated. The 
order has la^en issued under .section 41 (i) (b) of the Defence of India 
Rules. This section reads as follows: — “If, in the opinion of the 
Provincial Government, it is necessary or expedient for the enforce- 
ment of these liules, the Provincial Government may, by order 
addressed to a printer, jniblisher or editor or to printers, publishers or 
editors generally prohibit, either absolutely or conditionally, the print- 
ing or publishing, in any area specified in the order, of any document 
or class of documents for the use of any press or of all presses”, and 
the punishment for contravening this order is imprisonment for a 
term which may extend up to 5 years and also to the liability of fine, 
and further Government may declare to be forfeited to His Majesty 
not only every copy of any document published or made in contraven- 
tion of such order but also any printing press or other apparatus used 
in the making or publication of such document. 

Sir, the order was issued on the 25th November. It was available 
to us on the 26th and at that very time a rumour was afloat in the city 
of Calcutta that certain persons who are well known as the beloved 
sons of Bengal, who are now detained — ^mahy of whom even without a 
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trial— inside the Alipore CwtwdL ood^ the Piesidency Jails, were coi^* 
templating hunger-strike. At a time when it was freely talked about 
as to whether an attempt should be made by prominent leaders of the 
House and outside to wait upon the Hon’ble the Home Minister to £nd 
out whether there was any truth in the same and what were really the 
causes of the trouble, we were surprised to have a notification of this 
character. This notification not only tried to shield ft^m'the public 
all information relating to the hunger-strike, all news about it, but 
even all enquiries about the hunger-strike and the hunger-striking 
prisoners or even of any prisoner purporting to go on hunger-strike. 
It is astounding that an order of that character should have been passed 
by a responsible Ministry of a province like Bengal. It is astounding 
because even the Nazi Germany has not been able to stop news in the 
manner sought by the Government of Sir Nazimuddin. (Cries of 
*‘Hear, hear” from Congress Benches.) What the Nazis of Germany 
could not do, Sir Nazimuddin in Bengal is trying to secure. 
(Laughter.) 

Sir, I shall not take up much time of the House in dealing with 
some of the grievances that have trickled to us, news about which have 
been ventilated even on the floor of the House sometime ago. On the 
6th SeptemW, 1940, in reply to a question put by me the Hon'ble 
Home Minister practically admitted that certain classes of prisoners 
were being very severely watched by the Special Branch and the 
Intelligence Branch Departments. In ordinary course, whenever we 
raise a question about political prisoners. Sir Nazimuddin takes the 
plea that there is no such term as “political prisoner” in the Jail Code 
or in the code of Government in force. May I know if there is no 
difference made between a prisoner and a prisoner, why is it and how is 
it that only a certain class of prisoners are being considered necessary 
to be watched by the watchdogs of Government and why all correspon- 
dence and letters of interviews and all communications from and to 
them have to pass through that ubiquitous department of the Police. 
The public have a ig^t to know the nature of the grievances of these 
prisoners. The public have a right to know whether it is a fact or it is 
not a fact that classification of prisoners is made irrespective of the 
principles laid down in the Jail Code, that those who have had the 
occasion even to be members of some legislature are sometimes denied 
the facilities of Division I, that those who have not been convicted by 
any court in a trial, even such unconvicted prisoners detained by virtue 
of special powers are placed in ignominous humiliation only with a 
view to wreak vengeance on their patriotism. 

Sir, so far the publiq also do not know what treatment is being 
meted out to certain estimable prisoners amongst whom also happen at 
the present moment to be a few members of the legiriatux^. The 
public do not know whether they are given square meals, whethw it is 
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ft laei oir piot tiiat at the preaeat momeat, contrary to Tawnoas praotScft» 
tliey havf been denied every facility to watch the affairs of the kitohen, 
whether they are allowed to examine the quality of vegetables, fish, 
meat and other foods supplied to them, whether or not it is permissible 
under the present regime — as it was done even under the Bureaucratic 
Oovemment — for Division I and II prisoners to meet their relatives at 
the time of interviews without wire-netting or fencing intervening 
between them, if it is also not a fact that even when some of the 
estimable persons like Sri Subhas Chandra Bose were not feeling well 
and were actually suffering, they were required to partake of the usual 
jail diet, that no special diet was provided for them. I would like to 
haye specific replies on all these points, so that the public niay be 
relieved of the anxiety that exists in their mind at the present moment. 
It has been reported that even a person like Sri Subhas Chandra Bose 
is not allowed to have in his possession a shaving stick or a safety 
rasor, and our colleague, Mr. Sibnath Banerjee with the long beard 
that he has grown bears a living testimony to the fact that in the jail 
he had not liad the ])rivilege of using the safety raior. Probably 
Government thought that he woud commit suicide with the safety 
razor blade. Sir/I am not confining myself only to the Division I and 
II prisoners. I have heard it 

Mr. SPEAKER • I am afraid you are not in order. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYALs May I submit that I am only try- 
ing to find out if the present order is not directed to withhold from the 
public certain information w^hich has been given to the public from 
time to time and these instances 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot refer to the details. You can speak 
generally. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs I am only generally referring to the 
maladministration of jail life, and I think the public of Bengal have 
a right to know if persons who are held in high ftteem for patriotism 
are given their dues and they are not treated like cats and dogs inside 
the prison. May we enquire if by virtue of these blessed rules and 
orders the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin did not seek to keep off from the 
public the information that only cubicle cells are provided for some of 
these Division III prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail. The life in 
these cubicle cells is more to be imagined than realised. These cells do 
not have proper arrangements even for answering calls of nature. I 
am not referring specifically to any particular grievance, and 1 know 
from of my friends who have got personal experience of jail Hfe 
what inconvenience . these prisoners have to suffer when they are 



# Amoxnmtmn uartos. [ssib 

reqUiii^S td 'stand for a long time in a £le lor getting an o{>portiiiiil;f 
for answering the nature’s call in the morning and under the oxdera 
of the warder they have to finish easing themselves in five minutes 
each. 

These are some of the serious difficulties that have reached our ears. 
1 am not aware if Government were trying to hold back such informa- 
tion from the public. From time to time the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister has assured the House that this Government were trying to 
improve upon the past in the matter of jail administration, that the 
jail code was going to be revised .and the whole thing was under 
examination. We do not know what has been done so far, but the 
order under discussion to-day has set at rest all expectations of humane 
treatment from Sir Nazimuddin’s Government, and we submit that it 
is one of the most scandalous things that the present Government have 
done and we strongly urge upon the Government to withdraw the 
order as early as possible. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, ever since the 
present war started we see Nazi bombs demolishing buildings in 
England and here we find Nazi mud in Bengal disfiguring the Statute 
Books and laws of the land. Sir, to-day the question has arisen about 
the adjournment of this House in order to discuss the recent order' 
promulgated prohibiting publication of news regarding the hunger- 
strike by prisoners inside jails, which has been promulgated with a 
view to suppress all news of hunger strikes going on at the present 
moment inside some jails in Bengal. I would invite Sir Nazimuddin 
to contradict the statement I have made. Sir Nazimuddin has success- 
fully suppressed news about hunger strike, he has stilled the press. I 
make this statement on the floor of the House that on the eve of the 
promulgation of this order hunger strike was actually threatened as a 
result of the prisoners’ reasonable demands remaining unheeded. 
Hunger strike has actually started inside some jails. From day to day 
the situation is becoming worse. It is now so serious that due to 
starvation as a result of hunger strike the helpless prisoners may pass 
^way, but the public have no means of knowing anything about it. 
It is for Sir Nazimuddin to state what steps have been taken and what 
are the grievanoes due to which this hunger strike became inevitable. 

Sir, the motion which I sought to place before this House refers 
to this order in common with the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Sir, I feel-rand; I speak with the greatest sense of responsibility I 
<3an command — that this order is not merely an isolated order but it 
seeks to give legal effect or rather illegal Ordinance effect to the polioy 
previously enunciated by the Government of Bengal. This order is a 
•concrete case of the application of that polioy with a view to suppress 
the news of the hunger-strike and along with that the news of tlie 
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fact tlbi the prisoners for a long time have been labouring under 
oertaih disabilities and unreasonable disadvantages inside the jails. 

1 stated in my statement of the matter that the political prisoners in 
Bengal jails including those arrested under the Defence of India 
Ordinance and Buies have been complaining about the ill-treatment 
meted out to them and have been demanding certain facilities for a 
long time. Finally in their helplessness, they threatened to resort to 
hunger strike and the Government, instead of exploring every reason- 
able means in the course of so many years to remove these grievances 
have come out with this monstrous order. Instead of allowing the 
members of this House and the members of the public to know precisely, 
by means of an independent enquiry, as to the nature of those griev- 
ances, Government have sought to suppress those grievances and avoid 
giving any relief to the prisoners inside the jails and by a “Gaaette 
Extraordinary” on Monday, the 25th instant, an order has been pro- 
mulgated prohibiting publication of all news about hunger-strike by 
prisoners inside tlie jails. It is likely that, as a matter of fact, the 
hunger-strike has been already started by the prisoners inside the jails 
near the city of ^Calcutta and is still continuing. Sir, this motion of 
Dr. Sanyal has given this House an opportunity to know the attitude 
of the Government about those grievances which Government have 
so long found impossible to remove and redress and for which the 
prisoners, in the last resort, had to go on hunger strike. I do not know 
if there is anybody in this House who will be bold enough, who will be 
unscrupulous enough, who wnll be shameless enough or inhuman 

enough to suggest that when a man slakes his life on u demand, when 
a man stake.s his life with a view to give expression to a 

disability, he does it without sufficient cause and that for 

nothing at all he goes out of his way to toy with his own 

health, to toy with his own safety and his own life itself. 
One must realise, only when the prisoners found all their representations 
had failed and no redress had been given to them, that they, being 
driven to desperation owing to the ill-treatment meted out to them, 
resorted to hunger strike. We have here the memory of men like 
Jatin Das. We have here memory of men who have become memorable 
by having staked their lives on hunger strike and having sacrificed their 
lives in Indian jails. In Bengal, at least, the conditions were simply 
abominable and for a long time past the prisoners were agitating to 
improve those conditions. It is perhaps known to some who have 
the experience of jail-life — not known to many — that as far back as the 
time when Deshabandhu Chitta Ranjan Das had to court imprison- 
ment, there were only two classifications inside the jail — European and 
non-European. We find the same discrimination inside the railway 
compartments and we find the same distinction inside public parks and 
in other places. 
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Sir, that European and non-European classification had to Ifo as a " 
result of public pressure. Sir, it is well known that when Beshabandhu ‘ 
Chittaranjan Das went inside jail, he found that the food was abomin- 
able. Even the Home Members in charge of the Department in those 
days found it a little uncomfortable and awkward to treat a man of 
Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das’s eminence and ability and reputation 
in the same way as they were treating the ordinary criminals. There 
was no means of giving him any other classification because there was 
none. Sir, they j.rescribed and allowed a special improvement of diet 
for Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das on some mediial ground. Desha- 
bandu refused to accept it and insisted on getting whatever he was 
entitled to as a prisoner in common with all the other prisoners and 
the result was that during his term in prison the diet of all the prisoners 
had to be improved to some extent. But, Sir, all the attempts to 
improve the jail conditions failed. They remained unheeded until Jatin 
Das of glorious memory staked his life by resorting to hunger strike 
in protest against those conditions in jails and at last, Sir, there was a 
reform of the jail treatment and conditions. There was a classification 
of prisoners under A, B and C. Ever since prisoners have been trying 
to get the classification in B class or A class in cases \^here they have 
been convicted for any political offences. Sir, educated prisoners, 
students, brilliant students of the University, whose crime had been 
that of loving their country and of having courted imprisonment as a 
result of their own ideal an<l method for freeing their country have 
been off and on refused classification in Division II for better treat- 
ment. In jail classification there has been always racial discrimination. 
Sir, it is well known that ordinary European criminals or white-skinned 
criminals, who have been convicted of cat burglaries, of rape, abduc- 
tion, seduction and all heinous crimes^ have been allowed classification 
as a matter of general rule under Division II, whereas Indians, educated 
and respectable Indians, w^hose crimes did not involve the slightest 
moral turpitude, have been condemned to remain in Division III. That 
has been the general condition suffered by prisoners for a long time and 
before this House the condition of the prisoners has come up several 
times. I heard as far back as 1937 that the prisoners in the Andamans 
went on hunger strike with a demand that they* should be repatriated to 
India and given better treatment inside jail. After the repatriation of 
the Andaman prisoners and after the release of several of them, still 
about 90 prisoners were kept in jails and given the treatment of ordinary 
criminals. Sir, there were restrictions placed Mpon their interviews 
and upon their association and social intercourse which would not be 
placed on ordinary criminals inside jails and in that way discrimina- 
tion against the political' prisoners continued. After the Andaman 
demonstrations, after the hunger strike in the Dum-Dum Jail, which 
spread all over the Bengal jails and at one time all over the Indian 
jails, the Bengal Government agreed to set up a Committee wiGi a 
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view ti^ i^Qsider the question of release of the prisoners and in the 
meanwhile give them better treatment. But, Sir, we know what had 
been the fate of that Committee. The Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, found himself obliged to leave the Committee 
at a stage when he found that the Bengal Government was acting in 
a manner which would not be regarded as hand fide carrying out of the 
spirit of the understanding on which the hunger strike by the prisoners 
had been called otf on the intercession of public men and political leaders 
of this country. 

Sir, after the war broke out, in the name of the Defence of India 
Ordinaiioe.s, acts of veritable depredation of India and <letention of 
Indian patriots have been going on and that, Sir, in a province which, 
from the military point of view and from the war point of view, is of 
the least importance. Here we have found ever since, laws after laws, 
Ordinances after Ordinances and HeguIationwS after Regulations impos- 
ing greater hardship on the printers, publishers and prisoners. Huge 
figures have been given about the number of inteniments and extern- 
ments, not to talk of the number of arrests. To-day the jails are full. 
We cannot count* our prisoners except by thousands, and a veritable 
form of terror has been adopted inside the jails to break the spirit of 
the prisoners, 1 may tell Sir Nuzimuddin that at a lime when the 
w’orld finds itself in a cauldron of bloody feud, wdicn doily on the 
question of rallying the jieople for the defence of their owm land 
thousands are giving their lives, in India, Sir Naziinuddin knows, na 
amount of bullying and browbeating will cow' them dowm who regard 
themselves as prisoners of war for the freedom of tlieir motherland. Sir 
Nazimuddin\s predecessors tried that game: we saw bullets fired inside 
the Hijli Jail which .shot down prisoners: we found the earth within 
prison walls dyed deep in blood 

Mfi SPEAKER: Order, order. In your excitement you are going 
much beyond the scope of the adjournment motion. 


Mr. NIHARENDU *OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I am trying to. 
impress upon this House the monstrosity of the measures Sir Nazim- 
uddin has adopted, and I am therefore referring to certain cases. Whea 
prisoners were shot down inside the Hijli Jail there was no cowing downt 
of the spirit of the prisoners. To-day the prisoners are again going on 
hunger strike driven to desperation under Sir Nazimuddin’s regime 
which has not been able to prevent repeated hunger strikes even after 
repeated assurances and promises have been given, even after co-opera- 
tiou has been offered by this side of the House with a view to removing 
their grievances. At this time, Sir, this Ordinance will have the effect 
of driving them to still worse desperation^ and I shimld net he raiprnMMl^ 
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the House need not be surprised, if we find more instances and cases of, 
Jatin Das occurring inside the Bengal jails, as a result of there being 
veritable murders taking place inside the jails 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, l>r. Sanyal, if you abuse your right in 
this way 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am Dutta Mazumdar 
and not Dr. Sanyal, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Mazumdar. You are going much 
beyond the scope of the subject matter under discussion . It has nothing 
to do with the treatment meted out to prisoners in the jails. Its scope 
is confined to the propriety of the Ordinance issued. I have admitted 
the motion in the hope that you will strictly limit yourselves exclusively 
to the subject matter of the debate, but if the House persistently goes 
beyond its scojie, I shall have no other alternative but to think over the 
matter again and decide as to whether I should at all give my consent 
to it or not. It is, after all, a matter which is absolutely within m> 
discretion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I realise your difficulty, 
Sir, but I am constrained to say most unpalatable things which have 
brought this admonition from you; but I must impress upon this House 
that the nature of the Ordinance is of an unprecedented character. I 
want to remind Sir Nazimuddin that the need of a law of the nature 
as has been promulgated here has not been felt even in England where 
Nazi bombs are striking terror in the hearts of the people 

(At this stage the honourable member reached his time-limit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Mazumdar, your time is up. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I have one minute 
more, Sir? 

0 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I have no power under the rules. 

Mr. S. MUKHERJEE: fifhr cgvT qlar ftj 

<TtPr«fT csfpnr <xn?iCE, 

^ilm fsnntt ctt cifii csicrn??. •narr ^ 

CT '▼Mw wTifrir cT«n cftncE 
'.Nr® (?rt. wwnr f%.— 4 '<li ^#n *}tprft¥ 
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^ <7T^ im 

^ttCl I CWOTT hunger-strike C5lCVC^ <41^ C*# 

hunger-strikeoq^ ^ IJI ^ girtl?nr (?l 

‘fv5|^ ^ <7T ^ i CFtt¥ 

5n a ^FCwSt c5?r5T ^fart^rf^^ ^r^fhn c^ c - y t i ' ^co 

(7!? ^ ^$TC5t?7T ^ ^ \51RR ^TTMR <Rt^ 

mr5 ?rc^i ^ ^ jttr ^=TTfir^;^ 

wsrst^R ’TO ^ ?pu*t cu?:^ ^ ot, 

ij^ impression (TT ^ (il^ffST^ 

CWr«f?r f% CUr^niW ^ Bengikl Government 

srfww^, (TT^ ijt^ 7t:^ tpU"f ^yy 

(7T^ ;SRT^ ilitl ?r^ C5h C5TC^C5^ I Mr. Sportker (71 

C4’lC^C^/< rTT^ f%f frF rRTl^ I to|^ 

fhrR ^rc^n ^ ? ^sft^ ^ 

^ TO 4 ?:^ m w^ifpn^fi sTto^l'i 51 R ^ <?rfo- 

^ ^ I ^yRR TVfl CUC^ =^ TO! C Tt CTO 

(7n3f% pF imturoij? (7T^ ^TfS^ ^RfC*n I 

^ i|<ff?7T ^P5<^^P:^ ^Jlf^1 ^fk^ firo 5t? (TT ^©RTF'^r Adjourn- 
ment motioned ^ <7R ^ C*fC^ fifT 

c^ c?^ 'fS OT I ^ TO^: ?rtw^Tfe^ ? g cvf? 7 F (?mos 

fV| c^RiTS ^ 

— c^iT^ ^ 5 Rn or ^rr (Tt ^ 

'^R>^V 6 i c^k«r.fe> (TT^t^ f^TO CTOR \i>tC*r< ?ffe ^iR^Cl? £cif 4 * 

ft: ’‘'fhFR, ^ ^rrm ^ (TTfd?? ^ i g-’^ 

^ ^argss: (TT C^'^ot'SfTiRTr Presidency Central 

C'^c.<n^i5 ^tf*RCl? ^ra^vii CTOR I (7T ^rft ^Rt*f 

WR^R ftrf^ wtsrs ^gr wrs: q ^ ftn c^ 

®ft^ I '^tft #?r ^?fTcw tot? c^rfnny ’ct (Rt^r^ 51^ (R feft (TR 'iiwi 
f^Jj^fud ^ ^?T7R <7r UR tffe C'^H g^R '^kfi^ I ’^ift W*fR 

<^ C9tf|, ^ cerrsR ^BiRR ’Brfesrsi i jq^mr c*f^ — *fPR- 

^ gRf%^ ^?R 'BypMl-^OTR ^ ■Jk'dl^tpR C6fT3T (R UT?! fWtl 

<il4H-^R RTWI ^ esnr CF^ 4Rtg I ^H-Tlfl ^ 5l'5t^ ftgPT ^^Rtf' 

'6¥4tfey TOT®! ^^ftRfSr® I ’®^ ’Brtftf’J? Central Jail ^TRt^ft ^CWlt- 

m ^brtrt cwiRRioftR tpRR 

(RtCTf %3n I ftfl ^ORrur R IJR 4 R7 fft 4RH Of1C5 gtCf 

^ ^0^ TO (TTOSRy I ^54TOR Cla» I <4f 4tarH TOT 44TOlf 
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‘ClaM I <(tCTOr cm KS\ ^SHm^ Cla«B III ‘ * 

4m (iI<R a f% (TT ^41 41 44t^ I Jail MaauaM C4 

rat^ (TfOT C^IC^ICJ^ cm f^Ff^ 54 f4, 4f44^4 

c5tC^C^ — *J^f9rf4 <54* C5tnrc^ *ft44 4Tt4tl4 i4f?t4T I ^iI44 4ftC4 4s4tf4l<4 
yf H ^ TO4 44 I C4 '*fr45 444^“ C44l 4t4 C4 C5rC44 fe$4 
41 4tf4f ?ft47 ^ 444fN*ft 4TC44 tft^T 44, '®tC4f4 C^5t^ C5tC4 4t4 I " 

( Shame, shame ) C44tC4 ^$tU44 '5r4r 44t4f 44:^ IVO m\ ^>0 ’4t41, 

^ 41^1^: 41 4t4 IStUS ky^O ^4t4t4 COT CF4 4t4T? C4C4 4tC^ I <4^ 

4[t4t4 f4C^ 4Tf^4^ 4C4'4 4^tC54 I ■il4' ^4vh 4lt 45H4 C4 

f4C4tft 414 ^ COT CF4 C44T’ f^/t4T I ^44 non-IabourC44 5^^ 
kitchen vft4t4 4^ — 


Tha Hofl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* On a point of order, Sir. 
As far as hunger-strike is concerned, there is nobody in the Alipore 
Central Jail who is now on hunger-strike. 


Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Mr. Speaker, ^ ‘C4tC4 4t^ ^Jordi- 

nance»il4 4r4 Rf 444otC4 4t4t4«t 4^ 4%^ 4^ 4lli OTC^ 

^ 44<S 4*414 4f4 4rtf4 Hou8esil4 44P1^ 41 4tf4 ^ (TtC4 — 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I do not know how can 
this subject he discussed here. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You cun not refer to it. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: My information is that there is a 
atrike in jail to-day. 

Tha Hofi’bla Khtraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Up to now’ 1 have no 
information about that. 

So fur as the grievances of jail conditiong are concerned, I w'ould 
like to say that where there is no liunger-strike, this Ordinance does 
not apply, and there is nothing to prevent any member either writing 
in the papers or bringing in this House by means admissible to a 
member of this House the grievances of the prisoners. I think it is not 
fair to try in this motion to discuss the jail grievances. Besides, the 
Tionourable member has not even brought it to my notice. * 

Mr. S. MUKHERdEE : Mr. Speaker, ^ WK Wtfir C4, 454 ; CWOTI 
hunger-strike CftClCf 44^ ^4!f%^ Central Jail<4>6 H l Ml¥ C4C¥ 
teiger.riv&e CSt«|C4l. 
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Mn I^EAKER: I am sorry you cannot do that. Tou can 
generally say that probably the intention of Goyernment is to shut out 
the grievances, but the actual grievances cannot be discussed here 
except as an illustration. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: The honourable member 
has just now said that he knows definitely that there has been hunger* 
strike in Dum-Dum Jail. I would like to say that to the best of my 
knowledge there is no hunger-strike in Dum-Dum Jail up to the present 
time. I want to make the point clear. So far as the information of 
yesterday is concerned and up to now, my present information is that 
there is only hunger-strike in the Presidency Jail and in no other jails. 


Mfi ilOGESH CHANDRA CUPTAs There was a short notice 
question in order to make sure of the facts, but it has not been replied. 

Mr. B. MUKHERtlEE'-: Mr. Speaker, ^ 

(TT^ftR hunger-strike ^ , 

hunger-strike ^ ^ 3 ^ 

I CWf ordinance ^ Housei)^ 

(Pit ordinance CTfInrCS?; 

c^TPT ^ ^ ^ (TTC^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the subject matter of discussion. 
This hunger-strike may end to-morrow. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE ; Wtf^ COTC^T hunger-strike 

OrtCTO^ Central JaiMs 

^ ^ ^ ^iTr?R, c?r?] ^itnr ctt 

fnRtk — ^FtoT hunger-strike in?l ^ (7T 

tjTO ^ C5t^ I — (?? (Pl ^ hunger- 

atrikevij^ 3TTO (TTOH Jail 

system^^r ^ ^ TOT ^ I (TRiT 

4^ ^ttPr c'Tji::^ <>fc^ op 

<ltnr I 

ctysf <p^ cwTftr ^ c*Ni 

«RT c5^ tSt^ *r<’f9ri^ (pmus i ^ 

^ ^ C^fTOI ^'C5tC3T hunger-strike ’ifeftZ 

cMcIt fipn m cffciit ’Rfft ertf%i wn ^iFyiif wnA 
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a?h I C’T^ ^ fro ^ ' 

^tf5f3rr ccrsT <?nf! toe?, 

tffe a ^ c*rs|tc^ (Tffei ?5 ?tip^ I oajtsT ^- 

^ ^ uor ftSiTr? <ij¥«R c^m 'rt1%f%^tii <l?r5t® 

'il^ ffiro cbCflf^c«Ti (71^1 'St®! fe'S OR I ^§i®n 

Pi'w®i csi 'St® '^feTifC'^t® tffe^t® (TFl®!:^ ^n, f^rrer® ^t®bt® 

®iJt ®^tl®r®f c® ^1®® bt^?7T® (Ttfttr^Q St®i ®t®i fwc^ I ym 

tffe^® *4®^ ®?t^fe® ®CT ^®t®tI?T C^TT® I Division lllii]® 

cubical colM® OrsWf ®pm (7?1® C^ 

C®te C®ft'^^l C^, ®® political prisoners^ t[ I^T®C® 

v5t^ ®t'<l C5tCb^ I ®f^5i 'St®! OfZ^ C® f®:*t »t'3t^^i C®^ OfVif 
•il^ ®®® fbf^®t®t® cago^® ®t®®ir®^, — '®rf®tUf® ^tf®®t® 

®t^®r®, — C®C®^ 'St®! prisoner, 15t®l ®C®?t, ®tir C®^ '5tUT® 

cJ'otC® ®^ (Tft^TT ®t®! y® ®! I >ij? ®^®'5! ®f® Cbt^!:^ vftiC® — ^t^lTT 

(Tf&i ^Tt®tc®® ®t^fw WWW! ij®^ ytf% ®<'ii i 'st^ ®? tr®tu®® 

wr^r^ OH 'stm ®r& ®T® i ^t ® t c®® 

®I1’ 3(5 Me®® ®tU5 ®® WtW ; (7f? W®T ®® C'S! ®>x®i f%f® ®e®^ ®®® ^ ^c®t^ 
f®rs <lte®® ®i I c®?®r®T ^®t®tr®® ?[T®t^ %»t! ^ ®®^ ®^®t® ®t?e® 

— C® ®® ®i?®t® ®®® f%f® departmental! y c^lTS ^®tU®® ®| 

®t^ g^lR's c®te® c®^f% 'St® ^t-Tcvi ^®t®t® St®i 

(?rO e'®T®e^® — ®®® c®r®f f®c^re®® ®f^ ®Tfn® 

®i®®! c®le® 1 

Mri 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, within the short time 
allotted to me by you I will make a few observations in addition to what 
has already fallen from my learned colleagues on this side. Sir, as 
an humble student of law if T have understood anything of the Defence 
of India Rules, there is one thing under-current, namely, the question 
of peace and public tranquillity. If the Government notification is 
considered from that ptiint of view, would it be very wrong if we charge 
the Government with having themselves broken that peace and 
tranquillity which is contemplated in the Defence of India Buies P 
Sir, look at the preposterous position. From one end of this province 
to another there are tain i lies who have sent out prisoners to different 
jails in this province. They do not know whether any of their near 
and dear ones are on hunger-strike. The newspapers are deprived of 
the privilege of knowing or at least publishing that knowledge. All 
on a sudden, the responsible Gk)vernnient under Provincial Autonomy 
flourishes on the face of the province a notification by which the 
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%uppres8i0ii of the news and views on hunger-stnke is demanded. Sir, 
we could have understood if that notification was accompanied hy a 
further statement on the part of the Government enlightening the 
public of the actual state of things in the particular jails where hunger- 
strike may have occurred. We have been left wondering — we have in 
our hands no authentic information as to whether there is any hunger- 
strike and, if so, in which jails and who are the actual persons and 
prisoners undergoing that hunger-strike. Is it not a state of things 
in which the public will be more bewildered than a mere publication 
which has been banned so far as newspapers are concerned}^ If any 
legitimate inference can he drawn from this suppression of news it is 
that* — and the only irresistible conclusion is that — there is something 
very wrong in the jails themselves. Times without number, the 
question of jail amenities has been diseussed on the floor of this House 
and also during the regime of the previous Government, this question 
was brought to limelight on various (xavasious. The views of public 
men have been expressed not merely witliin the precincts of this House 
but also outside on numerous platforms. The views of the Government 
are also known. Sir Nazinniddin was vaunting on the unnouncement 
of the (jovernment policy which was made in September, 1939. But 
the pride of the Ministry would have been justified if instead of taking 
shelter under a pcdicy whicdi was (‘ininciated more than a year ago. 
Government came forward with facts and figures about the grievances 
and Government attitude towards tliis matter. The public has the 
right to know wliat the grievances of these prisoners are so that the 
ultimate arbiters of these facts can sit in judgment on them and arrive 
at their own conclusion.s. 

Sir, what is still, more important so far as we on this side of the 
House are concerned is that we want to know definitely from the Gov- 
ernment as to whether the Government continues on the lines of the 
old and exploded polit!y or whether Government is going to revise its 
attitude. Sir, it is known that several respected members of the 
Legislature are also entrapped in the jails. Their position, so far as 
the public are concerned, is no less respectable than the position of 
these Ministers. The question has an addecb seiiou.sness when l(X>ked 
at from that point of view and, Sir, the question to-day is not so 
academic as it was probably u year ago because it i.s well-known that 
the extent of political tension in the country is such that although 
to-day there are only two or three legislators in the jail, probably in 
the course of a verj^ short time, a bumper crop of legislators will have 
to be harvested in the different jails. So, Sir, the question to-day is 
a matter of live interest so far as we, the members of this House, are 
concerned. We must know what are the grievances that have been 
ventilated ; we must know the attitude of the Government so that we 
may know how to deal with that situation. Sir, it is one thousand 
tones pity that when Ministers in other provinces are entering into 
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jaiU as if the jaila are the temples of freedom, here in this province* 
of Bengal Government which flourishes upon the same Provincial 
Autonomy is dealing with the jail as if it is a slaughter-house of the 
freedom of this country. So, Sir, the question has got to be reduced 
into a question of one, two and three : what are the grievances that have 
been advanced by the prisoners, what is wrong with these grievances 
and how is the Government going to deal with these grievances. These 
are questions which are very simple and the answers to these questions 
must also be given in a very clear and straight-forward manner. As, 
Sir, some of ray friends have indicated, we have not had the opportunity 
of understanding the actual case of the Government because nobody 
has yet spoken from the side of Government. We are advancing our 
case really upon what little inference we can make from the specula- 
tions that are permissible to our friends. But we shall demand of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge to state the facts as clearly as possible so 
that not only the public outside may understand their relations with 
the prisoners but w'e the legislators in the House may also know our 
relations with fellow prisoners and fellow members of this House. 

With these few words, 1 beg to support the adjournment motion 
moved by J)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : Dr. Nalinakshft Sanyal (71 Adjourn- 
ment I ^*51 ^ ^ 

0^^ — (Ti *ltC^ c^H ^ 

m m ordinance Wtfif ^ 1 ^ 

^ ofm (7r<ltc^ 

'4t?r ordinance Tf?n (TTtX® 

I ( laughter ) j Hunger-strike f% 

c^h (7T ah 

CWr3T?t^ hunger-strike (7^ ’^5^1 C’T^I — (71 enquiry 

sn to (TTtiTr ^ i tor tonr 

to (SU5 (Ti c^tc^ i 

(7^ (?rT^ ^ ^ I ^ tot 

an WTf ^ W(\ ’fm (TnTT (71 vstm ^rrmtOTr 

C¥R^ tftofm ?r? ^ ?pr® ^ l Hunger-Strik^ 

firto ^nri ^ tow ^ cwms miw 

fir (751 ^ (71 wj? ^ ’jmtor ^ 

f»n 511 ^N*irrwrt« (Ti ftj fr? ^ ( laughter ) 

wftTrt ^ ^ fm c¥ t |CT t C5to ftf 
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TTfif I ’■ifsmt ^ ^ ^ ct ^iif*t9r cvfnro^, 

m*nr CT *R C5tac5 fw fro 'sfir tf^ffcw 

cvi^tsi^ c®> ’^itf^ f^fcys c^n?! ^ ct cJ i<ii H-f m 

fV I *f^ ^ 'aiT^t^ cen^ cifsift, ^ ?tr5 

kitchen<i]9 «17 (?HNr C? dish 'STWOTf 5RT ^(t5TOl , 

c^ cwsitOT C5t^ ^ c5fT ccir^r o^rsi i 

'sft sRt'ft^r, (7r*tt? spif^ ^ ^stcRf =^ti^ ^RR *R rRs 
’TW’ n? RWOR 5RT I 4 nro ^7t»ttOT enquiry (RttRT WRl 

I 'll? JR 5RT C^fRT T’f%:RR hunger- 

strilce ?r?%T -4=?^ 4’f* ^ fV| Rf| cimnge'S 5T5%I I CWRt 

(9^ C? »R C5fCb^ ^ (?FRt '^TS ^ T9 R, <5*9 ’T'5 C. I. D. 

^IW9 ^fC91 ^R1^ CTRf <RR (Rt^ CTR Tf? 

9ft 9TRR <959^ (R*R 9T^ csh (Rl9r^ xStTr^T 9ttsi1r«n?t— 9^ fRR TRrtRt 
999 C’lldwN c?l(.\»l 91 I 9RrR Sf9 TTITSI 9ir9 (RRC^^ C9 '«(R»t*lH Sftfif 
^99R ’TC'T public c<5l 'SfR 999 »ttC9 91, ^5Rl RR (Rt9 ^RCMRT 

CRRC5 _ ■9R^9 91 , %99 9#R 9Wt9 9t^ (Rt9^ 9l91 5^9 91 I RTf9 

C9t«Tf^ 9? R9R1 9R 9RR chance 'Q C5l Rtt^ I 9^ 'StlR 1999^1 91 (RTf 
'3f9W<S9 RtR 9t to 9f9 9R^ f9^ 99RR ®RT <5lm 9R R t C9 tl >9 1 
RC99, 99' 9fC^ 9ff9’’ 99^^ f9^9t^ 59 C9? C5t\ RC99 vJiRCR 'iRl "It® TC9 
99' (Mi'S «ftf% RRC9 I RR 5(9 9f9 919 9999 C9, Rf®9TRn Rtf9 C99C9i:^ 
^ R9T 99t? 5^1 «trflR RR Onyt ’9tf® Rto SCR Wtto 19% 

C9 <71 "Itf®, Itf® 99 I 999; 9^ C9lR «RC359 9Rt99>R 991 toTRR R9RR 
?ft^ RRT (RC9 oRtT!, to CRtC9 5^9R R9T Rtft 9it 9TM9CR R^9 
CRl9f5 I 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir. it 18 tt mere ehaiice tliul 1 am 
here pleading, the cause of hunger-strikes insteml of being one myself 
with them. Only recently I have been released. It was a great 
surprise for me that after being arrested 1 would be released so soon. 
Immediately we were taken into the jail or rather before we were 
taken there, our predecessors had started «>iTe8pondence with the 
Home Minister regarding their grievances and long petitions running 
to several pages were sent to the Home Minister, and I must say that 
the Home Minister was courteous enough to pay a visit to the Presidency 
Jail and discuss our grievauces on one occasion, but nothing material 
lias so far been done with regard to the grievances of the prisoners. 
We represented the grievances mainly of Division I under-trial 
|»riaoners because in prison one is not allowed to speak to othfr 
^sonera belonging to Division III but he can speak only for himself 
•lone. So far as Division III prisoners are ooncemed, they are made 
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to get up from bed at 4 a.m. and are made to ait by paira inside thei< 
barracks waiting to give their mlaaim to jail officers who come at 
their pleasure. This they Imve to do till 6-30 a.m. that is for two hours 
and a half. Then starts the ^«A//-parade. Most of the members here 
will not understand what it is 

Mr SPEAKER: I hope, Mr. Banerjee, this does nol fall within the 
subject-matter we are discussing. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, it is one r)f the grievances .to 
w^hich 1 am now referring. It in cxmiiection with tlie grievances of 
the hunger-strikers tlie Hon'ble the Home Minister has been pleased 
to issue an ordinance, we must come to the root of the (juestion and 
therefore 1 have got to refer to this /rt/t/-parad(‘. Sir, the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister has by means of this <»rdinance gagged the Press 
in the matter of publishing the grievances of the hunger-striking 
prisoners and thus neither this House nor the puhlic can have any 
idea us to what those grievances are, whicdi the piis<»ner8 want to he 
redressed. Not having any other means of ventilating their grievances, 
they have resorted to (his extreme step of liungci -strike. Frankly 
speaking, 1 do not like hunger-strike at all, and I have never' found 
one single individual who does like it. But when some people find that 
for days in and days out they have no other way of redressing their 
grievances they take this extreme measure as a last lesorl. Nobody 
who knows nothing ulxiut it can feel what it is but. one who has been 
driven to desperation adopts it as a suicidal measure. It is with a 
view to self-immolation that they adopt it instead of prolonging their 
agony any further. That is tlie psychology one is bound to develop 
under those circninstan<a»H. Sir, I shall not give the catalogue of 
grievances because the Home Ministei has got a full list of them. 
When I came out of the jail, 1 came immediately in touch with the 
Home Minister and also with his department hut unfortunately to no 
elfect. Un the 18th .Inly the first ^ipplication was sent to the Home 
Minister and more tbim four full months have passed and within this 
time the Home Minister could have told me what he would do. Now 
that the hunger-strike has come, what is the attitude that he should 
take up I' I submit, Sir, that he should take up the attitude of trying 
to redress the grievances of the prisoners which are very simple. They 
do not expect any wonders; they know that they are prisoners; but 
they are human beings and they want to be treated as human beings; 
they do not want to die like flies in the jails. All that is expected 
of the Home Minister "is that he will not suppress the facts but let the 
facts come out. It will then he easier for him to tackle the situation; 
and if any of the demands put forward seems to be extravagant, the 
public will not support them. That will also he his defence. I 
would request the Hon’ble the Home Minister to allow the members of 
this House to visit ^ the prisoners in jails with an equal number of 
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^ member# Irom the (k)verument heucbes a# ln)m tbe Oppomtioii, so that 
they may go and know the grievances of the prisoners and then it will 
be possible for Sir Nazimuddin to devise a way to meet their point I 
know the actual conditions fmm my own experience of jails — Mr. 
Bankim Mukherji has experience of twcTjails; but I have got experience 
of one jail only. But most of the correspondence was carried on by 
me and another member] of this House, namely, Sri jut Pratul Chandra 
Ganguli with the Home Minister and the jail authorities. While we 
were drafting those applications we were also very conscious that if 
a better state of things cannot be expected now, at least it shall not 
be worse than what it was in the bureaucratic days. In the bureaucratic 
days when a man was detained without trial, the authorities felt a 
little ashamed, but freedom has got a different valuation with our 
popular Ministry. They are without any feeling of shame for detain- 
ing people without trial ; they treat them just as other people who are 
convicted though they are only detai^ied under the Defence of India 
liu les. 

Sir, I do not uaiit lo take uj> any further time of the House. I would 
re(iuest the Hon’hle Minister to allow some members of this House to 
visit tiie prisoners and j»et in t^nich with them, know their grievances 
and to serve as the ri(t media or a connecting link between the prisoners 
and the Home Munster who is sitting there adamant, determined not 
to do anything unless the prisoneis gave up hunger-strike. 

With this request, Sir, T support the motion of Dr. Sanyal for an 
adjournment. 

(Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy rose to speak.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, will you be able to finish your 
speech within 10 minutes? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Yes, Sir. I shall take 
only seven minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right; you can speak now. 

. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there 
are two i88ue^ before us for discussion : the order of Government 
regarding publication of news, etc., about the hunger-strike and the 
himger-strike itself. 

Sir, the Governor of the province might have been guided by the 
advice of the Council of Ministers in this matter, but I do not hold 
the entire Council of Ministers responsible. I hold only Sir Naaim- 
uddin, Minister-in-charge of the Jails Department, entirely responsible 
:l0r this situation. 
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Sir, I will draw a picture of the jail adminiatratiou before the 
advent of this autonomous so-called popular Government and I have 
experience of the much maligned bureaucratic Government. We have 
found Sir Abdur Rahim as Member-in-charge of the Jails Depart- 
ment inside the jail. We have seen him speaking with ordinary 
prisoners with sympathy. We have seen Sir V. C. Mitter as Member- 
in-charge of Jails inside the jail visiting the prisoners. I can say 
without any hesitation that both Sir Abdiir Rahim and Sir P. C. 
Mitter regarded prisoners as human beings. As prisoners we 
have also seen tlie Governor of the provinct* to enquire alwut the 
grievances of the prisoners. When 1 was a ]>risoner in the Rajshahi 
Central Jail, I saw Sir Stanley Jackson who was the (iovernor of, the 
province at that time and who went inside the jail to enquire of all 
the prisoners about their grievances. May I ask Sir Nuzimiiddin how 
many jails he has visited during his regime as the Minister-in-charge of 
the flails in this province? Has he visited the Midnapore Central Jail? 
Has he gone to the Rajshahi Central Jail? To how many district jails 
has he gone to en<iuire about the grievances of the people? Sir 
Nazimuddin pprhaj)8 has not gone through the Jail Code Rules and 
Regulations. He is ignorant of all these things. He did not care to 
understand what jail administration is in India and particularly in 
Bengal. He is guided by unsympathetic Secretaries, Secretaries having 
no knowledge of jail administration, no sympathy for improving the 
jail administration. During the regime of Sir Nazimuddin these 
ffoalmah are going on and will be going on. I have already said that 
I do not hold the Hoirble Minister or tile Council of Ministers res- 
ponsible for this. Sir Nazimuddin has no time to look after the 
prisoners. Let him be content with his biggest portfolio — I mean 
Police. He should transfer this portfolio to the Hon’ble Mr. 

Suhrawardy. These orders have been issued by the Govern- 

ment to suppress these things. Sir, I am not in favour of hunger- 
strike, but I must alpo at the same time make it clear that I am not in 
favour of luxury hunger-strike. Can these hunger-strikes be charac- 
terised as hunger-strikes for self-purification? Hunger-strike was 
resorted to by the Pope of Rome for the successful prosecution of the 
war. Hunger-strike is the last resort of these prisoners. They have 
no other course to ventilate their grievances, to put their grievances 
to the Government, to the public and to their countrymen. What 
earthly reason can there be on the part of the Government to suppress 
the news of this hunger-strike. If there is a hunger-strike and if that 
news goes to the guardians of the prisoners, they might come and 
persuade them to give up the strike. If that news goes to the leaders of 
the political parties they ftaay go inside the jail and persuade the 

prisoners to suspend this dangerous thing. In this connection 1 

would only request the Honourable Minister in charge, Sir Kaximuddini 
to go inside the jail and see whether the rules and regulations are iiein^ 
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jfipoperly carried out. I^et me say at once that the rules and regula- 
tions made under the Jail Code are not at all observed inside the big 
walls of the jails of Calcutta and its suburbs. If Sir Nazimuddin had 
the occasion to go inside the jails and understand these things 
personally, I can say that these incidents of hunger-strikes inside the 
jail would not have occurred. 

I therefore support the motion for adjournment moved by Dr. 
Sanyal. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, the bringing forward of 
this jll-advised motion for adjournment to-night leads me to the ctm- 
clusion that the decision was taken by a Jeaderless rabble — 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir. he must with- 
draw that expression. (Cries of “withdraw, withdraw” from the- 
Congress benches.) 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; I will, if it is so desired, 
modify my remark and say that the decision was taken by a leaderless 
gproup of politicians. (Again there were interruptions and cries of 
‘‘Withdraw, withdraw” from the Congress benches.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, I would request you to withdraw 
that remark. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDIQI: Sir, I withdraw. 

Sir, the decision to table this motion was taken by a group of mis- 
guided people who have shown an amount of ungratefulness which is 
astounding. They should show humility and consider themselves 
grateful for the generosity and kindness shown by the Government of 
Bengal in releasing a large number of political prisoners and providing 
amenities for them such as would serve as an example to any other 
province in India. We have also in our day, Sir, studied and tried 
te follow the philosophy of hunger-strikes. My own training. Sir, in 
a school of Indian politics has been that when I decide to go to jail, 
I decide to go there not as the proverbial damad (son-in-law) of the 
Government so that I may be given halua and mitkai every morning. 
T go there to suffer and in a spirit of sacrifice for principles which I 
hold dear. I do not go to jail to raise a hue and cry if instead of twO' 
eggs 1 am supplied with one, or if I do not get a special newspaper 
to read. We go to jail not to seek comfort, not to demand delicacies ■ 
but to suffer. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, caa the honour- 
able member be persuaded not to cast reflections and add insult to 
injury? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, but if you want anything to be done, is it 
not desirable that you should not give offence to others? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 am sorry to note that 
ungratefulness has now become allied with unmannerliness. I expect 
that honourable members will show a better sense of decorum. I may 
say, Sir, that ungratefulness and bravado will not lead me away from 
the argument I am trying to make. As I was saying, Sir, these 
prisoners require some teaching — they go to jail not to demand 
amenities but to suffer. 


Mr. B. MUKHERJEE : On a point of order, Sir. TO 

©rirffCT 01 adjournment^! C5lCl>b hunger-strikeiijif 

«n«n (?r«in c?tnn:^ 4? ct ^«li ^ 

referenro '.Ic® ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your argument is that Government wanted to 
suppress the information about hunger-strike, but he is arguing that 
that is not so. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, if honourable member 
opposite 

(Interruption from Congress benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER# If in an adjournment motion, you do not allow 
a speaker to speak, it is very difficult for the Chair to allow any 
adjournment motion knowing full well that there is no proper debate. 
After all, even Mr. Siddiqi, who, according to you, may be one whose 
views cannot be accepted by anyone in this House, is entitled to have 
his say. 

Mr. ABDUR Ri|HMAN BIDDIQI: Sir, I 

(Interruption by Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order order, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, yon are 
teaching very bad manners in this House. 



: Mr. IpaNATH MNERJEE: Sir, 1 anticipated tlue trouble. &>. 

* 1 aqpec|j0kat somebody from this side of the House would be allowed 
sa oppartanity to meet that point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu will do that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, these pre-arranged dis- 
turbances and interruptions will not delude this House. The good 
words of advice I wanted to convey to them appear to be wasted. 
Hunger-strike is a maans of getting oneself released. (Cries of “No, 
no** from Congress benches.) Its use as a political weapon is known to 
people. To put a new garb on it particularly at a time when people 
are receiving the very best treatment — and I am speaking on my book 
because I get information almost daily from friends who visit jails— 
I am certain that honourable gentlemen opposite are also satisfied 
with the treatment that is being given. To raise dust when things are 
settling down would seem to be the right policy for a group which, 
finding nothing else to talk about, has to find something new every 
day. Under these conditions and in such circumstances, I think a 
Government that is worth its name must take steps of the character 
which the Hon*ble Home Minister has taken. May, I, Sir, if it is 
allowed under the rules of this House, beg of the mover, through you, 
to withdraw the motion because instead of helping his friends, instead 
of bringing relief to the young men who have gone to jail for certain 
principles, for certain ideals of suffering and sacrifice for the cause, 
they will egg them on to action which might prove dangerous for those 
who go on hunger-strike? It is perhaps with this view that Government 
have come to the decision that news on the subject should not be 
broadcast and bombastic speeches should not be splashed over the 
columns of newspapers. 1 oppose the motion. 


Mr. BANTOtH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a serious 
aoid solemn occasion like this when an honourable member of this 
House chooses to disgrace his position within this chanibtT and out- 
aide by using language and expressing sentiments which do not do any 
credit to him, 1 evidently do not desire to emulate him and to follow 
him in those by-paths of acrimonious controversy which can only 
land us deeper in disgrace. 

Sir, when the question of ingratitude is raised by one who is throw- 
ing mnd and besmirching the attitude and intention of those who are 
responsible for raising him to a position of eminence, I refuse to take 
lemons in gratitude from him. (Mr. KmAif SAKVAn Boy: He is an 
'WlMla raA . nunlier otilii • ir»eat Psrty in tbJa AtMiia^ 
f 
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a leaderlesA rabble, be only exposea the dark corner^ of bia own ittmdl 
i^nd clothes it in language of which any one of ub will feel ashamed. 
Sir, 1 desire to leave this aspect of the matter at this stage and do neh 
want to follow it up any further. 


Coming now to the subject matter ot this discussion, we should bo 
thankful to Dr. Sanyal and those who have followed him for bringing 
this mattet up in this pointed manner in order to give the Kon’ble the 
Home Minister an opportunity of defending if he can, the most irres-^ 
ponsible action which he has taken on behalf of Government by issuing 
the order banning the publication of all news with regard to the hunger- 
strike which is now proceeding in jail. Sir, we understand that most 
ef these political prisoners have been clapped in jail without any 
charge or trial. On the merest suspicion of the myrmidons of the 
police in the Special Branch and the Intelligence Department, they 
have been depiived of their liberty ati<l clapped in jail. 1 should 
hate thought that the treatment which the Government would mete out 
to these people who have not been given the ordinary advantage and 
Opportunity of defending their liberties in, a court of law would be 
treatment worthy of the Government and worthy of those whose liberty 
has been so ruthlessly taken away by exe<;utive fiat. But instead of 
that what they are doing now is that they are treating them much 
worse than they would treat ordinary convicts placed in Division III. 
That is the real grievance, Sir, which has been agitating the minds of 
those political prisoners. You are taking your stand upon these anti- 
quated rules of the Jail Code and applying them to the new class oi 
prisoners who have been recruited within the prison walls under the, 
new circumstances which have arisen. If the Government of Bengal 
had the slightest imagination, they should have at once taken care te 
find out that the new class of prisoners who have been sent to jail under 
these new conditions have got to be given a different treatment even 
within the framework of the Jail Code. A little bit of humanity, a 
* little bit of 8ympa|hy, a little bit of imagination would have enabled 
them to tide over th^^iMficulties which are created even by the Jail 
Code. They could have devised certain principles and conventions by 
which some amount of consideration, some human understanding and 
some recognition of their status could have been shown to theaa 
prisoners, who have been drafted to the jails under the conditma 
brought about by the operation of the Defence of India Rules and the 
conditions of the war. That has not been done and that is the reid 
trouble. . Those of onr colleagues who have recently been in jails hava 
home testimony on tW floor of this House that the conditions prevail- 
ing in these jails are simply .intolerable. I do not know how the Honlblb 
Sir Naiimuddin will defend his positicm to-day. But if the apee^ 
made by the last speaker is a sample of the sort of defence that is goin^ 
to ^ pat forward on ^haU of Ae Government T shquld be sorry |tWr 
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^ tite Ooiriilim^nt. I hope they will have a better caee to put ap, at! 
I aih ^mfo that the Hon’ble Home Minister will not follow in the 
fodtstepH ef the protagonist of his policy from his party who stood 
end tried to defend him on this occasion. Sir, we are told that most bf 
these prisoners have been arrested and put in jail on account of suspect* 
ed infringement of the Defence Of India Rules committed durinf^ 
the war. If that be so, then it is all the more inoumbent upon thh 
Government to differentiate their conditions from the conditions pt#^ 
tailing in the concentration camps of the enemies of the British Empitb. 
You take your stand in defence, in justification, of this war that il 
their concentration camps and in their prison houses the enemy hah 
adopted methods and measures which are unthinkable in civilised 
countries. If that be so, it is all the more incumbent ‘upon you th 
find out means and methods which will differentiate the eonditibfii 
prevailing in your jails from those in the concentration camps of yofif 
enemies. On the other hand, the conditions prevailing here, it hah 
been stated on the floor of this House authoritatively by those who hatrb 
recently come out of these jails, differ only slightly from the horriblh 
conditions which have been painted as prevailing in enemy camph 
where political pmsoners are placed before and during the war. By 
doing this, Sir, I think (lovemment have not raised themselves in thh 
estimation of the public : their moral stocks have not been raised hjt 
the promulgation of an Ordinance of this character which bans thh 
publication of all possible news with regard to the hunger-strike. I 
find that one of the rules framed under the Defence of India Act lays 
down that to cause fear or alarm to the public or to any section of thb 
pulfiic will be considered to be d prejudicial act. By the promulgd^ 
tion of this order under the Defence of India Rules, I chai^ 
Government wdth causing fear or alarm amongst the public, amongst 
families of those unfortunate prisoners who have been kept in 
obiifinement and whose families, neighbonrs and relatives have beefi 
deprived of all authentic news with regard to this hunger-strike. Tofi 
can well imagine what feelings of apprehension and alarm have bead 
inspired in distant villages in connection with this matter. The very 
fact that Sir Nasimuddin has to stand up to-day and deny on 'the 
fioor of the House that hunger-strike has been resorted to by the 
political prisoners in the Alipore Jail or by the inmates of the Dum- 
Dum Jail, that iself shows the immense amount of mischief that li 
being done by the promulgation of this Ordinance. Had it not been 
for this motion brought forward by Dr. Sanyal, this piece of informa- 
tion even would not have been vouchsafed to us. Members of the publifi 
irould go on, legitimately, rightly and quite justifiably, entertaining 
ill sorts of fear about prisoners in those jails wbSre the Hon*ble 
Miiiisler Says that hunger-strike has not been resorted to. This statd- 
Mifil of Sit Nasufiuddin is a condemnation of the order that be Wk 
ItteWiidf fnoeiiiiAnted. Ton atiS causing alarm: you a^e canning 
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jrou are partieB to the prevalence of nimonrs with regard to the hunger^ 
itrike for which this particular order must be held responsible. Govern* ' 
ment have cast their net wide and have caught within its fold a very 
large number of young men and a large number of prominent public 
men. .They have been shut up in jails and nobody is now to be allowed 
to get any news through the authentic channels, through the wdl* 
recognised and orthodox channel of the Press — any news whatsoever— 
with regard to the conditions in the jails and what is now happening 
within them. Is it a state of affairs which can be contemplated with 
equanimity? Is it a state of affairs which Sir Nazimuddin will stand 
up and defend? If you want to gag all discussion, all information 
with regard to the hunger-strike, you are yourselves contributing to a 
situation which you profess to avoid. From that point of view I say 
that this order stands self-condemned. I would ask Sir Nazimuddin 
one simple question : I understand my honourable friend Rai Haren- 
dra Nath Chaudhuri in his capacity as a non-official visitor of the Dum- 
Dum Jail furnished the Hon’ble the Home Minister with a catalogue 
of grievances of the prisoners. I shall wait to hear from Sir Nazim- 
uddin what steps have been taken to remedy those grievances. Fven 
if huugei -strike has not spread there, what is there to prevent it if those 
grievances still remain unredressed? If complaints come to a member 
of the Visiting Committee, it is not only his right but his 
duty to draw the attention of the proper authorities to the 
existence of the grievances in the jail : and then if those grievances 
are not remedied, what is there to prevent a hunger-strike 
from spreading in that jail? Under these circumstances the sooner 
this order is withdrawn, the sooner information is allowed to be pub- 
lislmd iu newspapers and comments of a legitimate character allowed 
to be made by responsible editors, the better it would be for everybody 
concerned. If any comment is made with regard to this hunger-strike, 
which is not authorised by law or otherwise objected to by Gkivem- 
ment, innumerable agencies are at work on the side of Government to 
punish the doliiiqjiient and to prevent such publication in newspapeii}. 
The Press Emergency Laws and the machinery set up by Government 
ion nhis purpose, are at work and as in all other matters these days, the 
Press Adviser can exercise vigilance with regard to the views expressed 
in the papers in the ordinary course about ordinary matters which 
have now Ihfcome extraordinary. Does it not show a total lack o£ 
spprtH'iatioii on the part of the authorities? They are deliberately 
trying to shield from the public all information with regard to this 
malter. I submit, Sir, that in their own interests Government i^iiuld 
withdraw this order^il It does not raise them in the estimation of the 
public: it does not, as I ^ave said already, improve <beir moral stodb. 

It only suggests that there is something to be ashamed of, someiiu^ 
behind those prieon walls which they are at pains to oonoed 
ItAdib. That is a thing ^at tiiey ought to take ’ inib eonUAMMdln 
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* They oiMi bA& public meetings. Public meetings are beld in public 
places and tbe people can see and know for tbemselves wbat is happen- 
ing there. But inside the prison walls things happen with regard to 
which the public have no inkling ; and if publication in the Press is 
banned, a greater responsibility is cast upon the shoulders of Govern- 
ment which it will be difficult for them to bear. Sir Nasimuddin in 
his reply to this debate may throw oil — to use a hackneyed expression 
— ^upon troubled waters. His attitude might go to solve the difficulties 
which have been created in these jails. The entire situation is in his 
hands. We do not want to complicate the situation bv any provo- 
cative speech or any provocative word. I can only hope that Sir 
Nanmuddin will reciprocate this attitude on our part. I know there 
have been speeches by members on this side of the House, angry 
speeches which have come out of the anguish of their hearts. But I 
do hope that Sir Nasimuddin, in the full sense of the responsibility 
that he bears in this matter, will rise to the height of the occasion and 
make a conciliatory gesture which will bring the hunger-strike to an 
end as soon as news of his intention gets wind within the jails. (Cries 
of ‘‘Hear, hear,’‘ ^d loud cheers from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the appeal made, I would request 
honourable members to allow Sir Nazinuuldiu to finish his speech un- 
interrupted. * 

The Hoii’blo Kliwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there are many on 

this side of the House who have felt sympathy with those members of 
the Congress party in Bengal against whom the Congress High Com- 
mand had taken disciplinary action. (Rai Harkndha Nath Chaudhuei : 
Why do you bring in irrelevant matters?) (Uproar from the Congress 
benches.) If that is the attitude of the members opposite, then I won't 
speak. (Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed: There is no necessity of bring- 
ing in High Command or Low Command.) 

As I was saying, Sir, many members have felt sympathy with those 
members of the Congress party in Bengal against whom the Congress 
High Command has taken disciplinary action. (A voice from the 
Oongress benches: We do not believe you.) (Uproar.) 

Mr. A. M« A- ZAMAN : CongreM High 

Oommand^V ^ ^ f 

llr* tPlAKERl I am afraid I shall have to close the debate if 
tilth iKxrt of intemiptiiin continues. The only result will be that what- 

Him ithe pnhUc ean get about this matter fwMn the publleatien 
«l ^ese pxfH»edmg$, they wiU not get. It is really impoMible lor any 
i^gsaiati^ to carry on if there is this Und of oonitant iatmnptto 
1;^. iuino«irable memben. They can do so outside^ this Chamb^, hut 
nwilmte. 



m 


awqu»nmbnt Momvf . 


[ 28 th I^, 


Bfi HARfHORA RATfl QHAUPHURI: «t. wiU 

8|f Jilftziinuddia to ba NtavifftP 


Mf. SPEAKER} How oan I aay wbeiher he in iirelevani until he 
finiahesf 

Ufa 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUS Sir, it will be better if Sir 
Nazimuddin does not harp on the supposed differences of this side. 

The Hon’ble Khwaje Sir NAZIMUDDINs In view of the speeches 

ma4e to-day and the attitude adopted by the Congress party, I mean 
that party over there belongin^f to the Con#?re8s and subject to the dis- 
cipline of the Conprress Hi^^h Command, I am not surprised at the 
action that has been taken by the Conj^ress High Command. I am 
referring to the opinion and order — it may be called express — >by no 
less a person than Mr. Gandhi on the subject of hunger-strike. He has 
definitely told the people belonging to the Congress party that they 
should not resort to hunger-strike. He has suggested that no one but 
he can take to hunger-strike, and he has asked members of the Congrewi 
party that they should not resort to hunger-strike. I should have 
expected that those who believe him and those who follow him will 
at least express ihe same disapproval of the action of those who have 
deliberately defied his instructions and advice. 

Then, 8ir, 1 would refer to the gist of the speeches that have been 
made to-day excepting that of Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. All the other 
speakers, if I may be permitted to say so, have beeu absolutely irrele- 
yant. Their argument has nothing to do with the subject matter of 
ditcusttion. I would now ask this House to consider how by this ord^r 
we have tried to suppress the ventilation of grievances of the prisoners 
whe are in jail. Supposing these people have not gone on hunger- 
atrike, they could have, as they have always done, sent their com- 
plaints through the members of this House. W^hai is more, there have 
been two members Af this House who have only recently come out— 
one from Presidency and the other from the Alipore Central Tail. They 
could have supplied all the information to them personally. Every 
paper could have Wen utilised for ventilating their grievances, for 
bringing them to the notice of the public. These things oouU have 
been brought to this House, and what is more the entire public utt^i 
tion'of Bengal could have been focussed on this question and the atten- 
^on of the Government could have been drawn to the very t^oua state 
ol uffairs in the jails.^el Bengal. Row is the Ordinance going to pireyint 
fnyWdy from doing thajtJP But may I ask, did anybody take into 
consideration these things? There was no necessity for hungei^^trike. 

tha| is ssid is that by Ihis order Government wanted to si^ipiest ^Um 
ytntilation of the gntvanoes of the pricKm^rs. I wonder if there oouM 
Uny worst type of ppeeohes than that b§ive been made in thj# 
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Ctovarn^xit wanted by this order to prevent publiratioit of etatemeit^ 
«iid speeches which would ha?e created bitter feelings, speeclies whicli 
would have created incitement, hatred Ond which might haye led to 
oenons results. What is more, agitation for which purpose alone these 
gentlemen have gone on hunger-strike, that would have been accomplish* 
ed if that order had not been published. Mr. Suutosh Kumar Basu 
has said that because of the mere fact that these news are not available 
—who has gone on hunger-strike, what is happening — all kinds of wild 
rumours are spread. I would remind him and other honourable 
members of this House that on every occasion when there has been a 
hunger-strike and when there has been no prohibitory order, even then 
wild rumours of all kinds were published and circulated. I remember, 
Sir, that on the occasion of the hunger-strike in the Andamans the 
Leader ol the ()p])osition interrupted the proceedings of the House and 
iold the House that a certain hunger-striker had died in the Andamans, 
but it turned out to be absoluttdy false. (Mr. Santo.^^h Kumar Basu: 
!lhat was because of the distance of the place.) In the case of the last 
hunger-strike also there were w'ild rumours about similar persons being 
on the verge of death, but actually that was not so. (Interruptions 
from the Congress benches.) I am sorry, Sir, there are irrelevant 
interruptions. In a short time I will read out to you the nature of the 
grievances for which these gentlemen have gone on hunger-strike, but 
what is more tragic is that the members who have spoken on this resolu- 
tion to-day and the most important of all the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition who has made a speech has made a statement which shows 
that he has not taken the trouble of ascertaining the facts. He has 
made a great point that these people who have gone there are a special 
class of people and why have not Government put them in a special 
category and framed special rules for them. These rules were publish- 
ed in the Gazette, and they have been put in a special class and special 
rules have been framed for them. The honourable member is a mem- 
ber of this House, and I believe he gets the Gazette, but he has not 
taken the trouble of looking at that. He has made the burden of his 
speech — why have not we done this ? 

Then, Sir, the Gazette has given you the rules, the provisions made 
in the Bengal Security Prisoners’ Rules. (A voice : What is the date 
of the Gazette?) I cannot give the exact date. Sir, I have got only 
16 minutes, and if I am interrupted in this way 

Mr. SPEAKERS It seems they are not anxious to get any news. 
{Laughter.) 

Tilt NMi'llts Khivaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Now, Sir, who are the 

people who have gone on hunger-strike? It is not the people' pi 
Stviaion III, not the convicted prisoners — it is those. who ^ve been 
lietaiiied under Rule a limited number of them— I think, 16 of them. 
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Tiieae 16 or 20 people who ought to have been sent to Hijli but owing 
to delay in making arrangements they are detained here — they are th^ 
people who have gone on hnnger-strike. They were detained here 
rather than being sent to Hijli because of the convenience of interviews 
and other facilities, and they are the people who have gone on hunger- 
strike. I may refer to the statement of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee and 
point out to him that when I went to the jail and sat across a table and 
talked to Mr. Sibnath Banerjee and others who are members of this 
House, at that time the Jail Code did not exist, and sw anything could 
have been mentioned. Take the question of tafh-practice and waking 
up at 4-80. Are these new things? Have they not been practised 
before? Have not these members been in the jail? Were they ever 
mentioned during the budget time. Has any opportunity been given 
to Government to redress them? This is not a new question. Now 
whether they are political prisoners or other prisoners, if the conditions 
are intolerable, they are intolerable for other prisoners as well. For 
Division III prisoners, there is no speciality. There is no reason why 
a distinction should be made between people who have gone to jail 
on political grounds and those on other grounds. The question is, is 
it a genuine grievance or not? When I will read out the grievances 
of those who have gone on hunger-strike, you will find how ridiculous 
they are — I am sorry, I have used the word ‘‘ridiculous^'; I would 
rather say — how unsubstantial they are. But I would go further and 
point out that the rules that we have framed for detaining those who 
are detained under Rule 26 compare most favourably with the rules 
that have been framed for those who are detained under Rule 26 by the 
Government of India and by other Provincial Governments. I 
challenge anyl>ody who can say that they do not stand comparison with 
those of any other province. People like Mr. Patel and others who 

are detained under Rule 26 (Dr. Nalinaksha S’antal: Rule 129.) 

At present Rule 129 is a temporary thing and even those people who 
are detained under Rule 129 in Bengal are much better off than those 
who are similarly detained in other provinces, specially by the Govern- 
ment of India. If I chose to send some of these prisoners to Deoli 
under the direction of the Government of India, they would not only 
have l)een much worse off but they would not have been allowed to go 
on hunger-strike and, in that case, it would have been a very serioua 
matter. 

Now, I will just read out what are the demands of these prisoners-*- 

(1) They want to be treated as a epeeial class of prisoners by tbeinp 
iMives unlike the convicted prisoners who arc placed in different dil% 
aiotts according to their soqial status, education and habit ol life. ^ I 
think, these have been fully iPel by the rules that have beMi 

gated. . 

(2) (A) Fixed and su^cient aUowance for food. This we caaiMil; 

do becaiUS none of have'done. ‘ Than, nh 
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ftot g&mg to give any allowance under this rule. We are going to 
provide them with food, clothing and other articles to make their Uvea 
comfortable there, but no money in cash will be given. I may aay that 
that ia what is being done in other pla(‘es. It is not possible to give them 
any allowance because there are many who think that there should bo 
no monetary allowance given to them. 

(B) Adequate monthly allowance for — 

(t) Clothing. 

(ti) Books, newspapers, periodicals and writing materials. 

As far as these are concerned, the necessary writing materials are 
provided by Government at Government cost. The ‘‘Statesman** and 
the “Ajad'* are provided at Government cost and as far as other news- 
papers are concerned, they may have the “Amrita Baear Patrika,** 
the “Ananda Bazar Patrika,** “Jugantar,** “Advance** and one or 
two other papers of this kind at their own cost. This was not allowed 
before, but as a result of an interview, I have given that permission. 

Mr. SIBNATH*BANERJEE: 1 request the Hon'ble Minister to 
ascertain the fact about the “Azad** and the “Statesman.** We had 
to pay for them from our pockets. Government did not pay. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I can look into the 
question if a request for an enquiry is made, but that is the rule at the 
present time, and that has always been the rule. 

{Hi) Toilet (shaving, tooth-brush, tooth-paste, soap, hair-oil, etc.) 

(iv) Expenses for religious purposes. 

(C) Adequate allowance for initial expenses incurred after arrest 
(aaattress, qiiilt, mosquito-nets, pillows, bed-sheets, trunk, suitcase, 
etc.). 

{D) Allowance for winter (rug, warm shiHs, coats, wrapper, etc.). 

(E) Allowance for miscellaneous expenses (repair of watch, 
fountain pen, etc.). 

(F) Allowance for sports and games. 

(G) Allowance for dependants. 

(3) Status of prisoners arrested under Buie 129 of the Defenee 
irf bdia Buies. 

(4) All nationalist periodicals are to be allowed. 

Hb} Miisioal instruments to be allowed. 

Freedom of writing as many letters as necessary at Oovemmaill 

r <7) Better arrangement lor inteiviews ‘wi*^ friendt and relfij^ee. 
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(8) Abolition of tho sytiom ol looking up of konriflu dotPiHM* 
•iop. 

(9) Facilities for the use of local libraries. 

(10) Arrangement for examination fees. 

(11) Arrangement for insurance premiums. (Loud lauiTHt^i* 
the Coalition benches.) 

Mr« KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Please tell them that they not 
convicted prisoners. 

Tlio Hon'bli Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My point is this. As far 
as legitimate grievances are concerned the most important one, 'that 
is No. (1) about classification, has already been met. As far as diet 
concerned, I think that it has been practically met. I think they are 
now getting Division II diet which is the best given to those who are 
pot doing any work. It comes to 9^ annas a day. 

As far as Mr. Bankim Mukherjee's charge of his four months in jail 
under the most deplorable conditions is concerned, all I have got to say 
is: look at him after that. • ' 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERdEBt I had to spend Rs. 50 in two months. 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You are not a convicted 
prisoner. He was a convicted prisoner. There is a difierence between 
♦ha two. 

Mr. B. MUKHERilEE: You ought to have seen me as soon as I 
came out of the jail. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as these griev* 
anoes are concerned, I am prepared to look into them. I have talked to 
these people across the table. I have been to Dum*I>um Jail and triad 
to redress their gii^iances. Even now I am prepare«l to do so, altar 
the hunger-strike is. stopped. My appeal to the Congress membax? is, 
according to the mandate of Mr. Gandhi, I think it is their duty to. ask 
these people nojt to go against Mr. Gandhi and to accept his adviqe. 

I have got a lot more to say but I want a decision on this. So^ { am 
resuming my seat. 

, , The question that the House do now adjourn was then put and a 
division was demanded. 

(After the division bell was over.) , . 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 may just ibform the House at Uiie stage thht 
the House will nt at:4 p.m. to-|norrow and, if necessai^^ we shall kaue 
to meet for about two hours on Saturday, but that will depend on ^ 
gmgress we make ^mbrrow.. 
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Or* IIALIIIAKMIA AANYALs Sir, would you kiudly lot ui lioot 
u idea of the programme thi^t you are going to follow HnM 

day after to-morroi^ aud aW «» Monday. 

Ufa SPEAKER: Sq lay aa the Sales Tax Bill is oonoerned, it is for 
reference to Select Committee apd hy way of amendment |a Pily 
the motion for ciypplatioft. I do not therefore see that there is any 
necessity for a long debate . If pre can finish the debate tiy tQ^p^ai^TroWa 
there will be no nepeasity to ait again on Saturday. 

Mr« 8 A 8 ANKA ^EKHAR 8 AHYAL. I would request you not to 

inflict the Saturday on us. 

Mr. 8 PEAKER 1 I have already said that 1 do not want to meet op 
Saturday unless oompolled to. I propose to meet to*morrow at 4 p.m. 
and we can continue for four hours, that is till 8 p.m. I hope thi# 
will give ample time to a suflSciently large number of members to speak. 

Dr« NALINAK 8 HA 8 ANYAL 8 Sir, this is a very important Bill 
of an onginal character and it is but proper that it should be thrashed 
out in detail. Therefore, we will require more time to deal with it. 

Mr. 8 PEAKER: In case the discussion is not finished by to-morroWi 
it rpn^ins to be seen what we should do. 

The question that the House do now adjourn was then put and a 
division taken. 

Mr. 8 PEAKER: Before I announce the result of the voting, I want 
to make one point clear, namely, as regards the Press report of the 
proceedings about this adjournment motion. I think what Sir Nasimt 
uddin meant was this, that the proceedings can be published in the 
newspapers without any comments, and there should be no comments 
whatever, and even bold headlines which are usual in such cases will 
not be permitted. That is what Sir Nasimuddin meant. Is not ihpt 
so. Si? Naaiinuddin P 

TIm NMi’MAKliiMiia 8 ir NAZIMUOOINs Yes, Sir. 
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Mr. Mf 

Mr itplt, MN Kfeaiwira Mrtft, 
Mit«fli,0r.4.M. 

DMtMta, tnjvtlltfvNnillali. 

Oalla,llr.OMrM4nNilli. 

Oftai. Mr. Mtrtaini HtM. 

0«tli, Mr.t«kinar^ 

Dilli Mu«««ir, Mr.lWiiffMiN. 

iMtfiiNl ltak«ki Kaii. 

•Mn. Mr.l^tel KiMHit. 

MMiMtoAftMCMr. 

•■pta, Mr. 4 h«<Ii MuuMn. 
•ffpla, Mr. 4, N. 

Nmm ah OMwHtory. Mr. IfM. 

MMmMJii Mr.lftH. 

MMtMr.I.O. 

4f«afc AH Mk|«iNiar, Mtthrl. 
Ki«ar, Mr. Alai Chaaini. 

Kaapa. Mr.NMHfeaNath. 
HMIi,Mr.RHiMjaHtiuirf. 

Mall, Mr. AiwaHa Kaaiar. 
MalaaMar, Mn. Haaiaprava. 

Mai, Mr.lfvar oaaaara. 

Maaial, Mr. Aairlta Ul. 


Mr. K i M H a a Pn m t, ■ 
Ma«»allfaaaia.Mr« 

Makfcarlaa. Mr.0. 

MakharR, Dr. tkaral MuMinu 
MaMMu irllatAikalaak. 
Maakar.Mr.Naaitkaatfim. 
RaaMMa AkaMi, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Hkara Dkaitfra. 

Ray. Mr. RaMalkfWiaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa iaakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiafcarf FaU. 

Ray. Mr. Maaaulfca RMk. 
laayal, Dr. RaRaaktka. 

•aayal, Mr. taaaaka lakkar. 
•aa, Mr. Atal Okaatfra. 
•aamayla, Mn. RaHla. 
Ikakakali, Mr. 

•kaanaMia Akaiai, Mr. M. 
ilafka, Daka Ktfcaira Ralk. 
•laka, Irfjat Maafaira Dkaraa. 
•ar, Mr. Marwalra Kanar. 
Tfcakar, Mr. Fraaialka Raajaa. 
WatHar Rakaiaa, MaalvL 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 
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Akkai Aali, Maaiaaa Mi. 

Akkai Rant, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Natl, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Raklai, Maaivi, 

AMal Naklai Vlkraanarl, Maalvl MC 
Akial HaaiM. Mr. A. M. 

Akial HaaiM Ikak, Maaivi. 

Akkal Jakkar, Maatvi. 

AMal Kanai. Mr. 

AMal MalM, Mr. lyM. 

AMaHa-al Makaitaa, Mr. 

Akiar Rakaiaa, Kkaa DakMar, A.F.M. 

AMar Rakaiaa imm^i. Mr. 

Akiar RaatkM MakaitM, Mr. 

Akiar Ratkaai, Maaivi Mi. 

Akiar Raal. Kkaa aaMk Maaivi i. 

AMar Raiiak, Maaivi. 

Akiat Ikaktai, MaaMMi. 

AMiar Raia Oktwikary, mm Dikaiar MmM. 
AMI Niikln, Maaivi 
Akai Haaala Aknai, Mr. 

Akal Qaanai. Maaivi 
AftikAII,Mr. 

Aknai AH laayalparl, Kkaa Dakaiar Maaiaaa. 
Akaiai AH Mrlika, Maaivi 
ARwiiMa Akaiai. Kkaa Dakaivr Maaivi 
AaHaaHak. Kkaa taklk Maaivi 
Aak r a TaH. Mr. M. 

Aatai Manala KhM, Kkaa Dakaiat MaaM. 

Aakar AM, Maaivi 
R Bi r aiii i a,Mr.ayai. 

RtD-Nail, MM F. D. 

tMR«yft» RMif JMrt 

Mava^ Mr. RaMk ML 
■tw ki r, Mr. F. k. 
lklpilii Ml ,Mr.i.W. 
iMk,MAl.A. 

Mrk Mr. Akikit RkakiM 
••K M Mk WM DkMai, 


likar, Mr. UpaMnaalk. 

FarkM Raia Okavikary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Haaa Kkaaaai, Ragaai. 

Fatlal Rakaiaa, Mr. (MyaiaailHii). 

Raaiai, Mr. I. A. 
ttlaiilai, Mr. D. 

NaMkaiak, tka Naa'kia Rawak Dakaiar K., af 
Oaaca. 

NaiaaMla Okaaikarl. Maaivi. 

NaaiMaiila Akaiai. Kkaa laWk. 

Naakaai All Kkaa, Kkaa DakMar Maaivi 
NalvaiaHy iaaiaiar. Kkaa laklk Maaivi 
MavklBfa, Mr. R. i. 

MtyvaM, Mr. Rtfan. 

NIrtnl, Mr. M. A. F. 
lirls Akani Mia, Maaivi 
JaMaivMla Akaiai. Kkaa takak Maaivi 
KaMraMla Kkaa. Kkaa Dakaiar MaalvL 
Kaaan AH Mina, lakikiaia Kaaraa iak Dyai. 
McDragar, Mr. D. D. 

Mai a ai M a Akani, Dr. 

MaiaaiMa Akani, MaaM. 

MaiaaiMa Okaaikary, Maaivi 
MaktakaiMa Akawi. Kkaa Dakaiar MMRvL 
Maaiai Mr. Dlral kkaaira. 

Maaial, Mr.ia|at Dkaaiia, 

Makai AH Kkaa FaaaL Al-Mait MmM. 

MkM, Mr. D. 

Makanani AH. Kkaa Dakaiar. 

Mama, Mr.D.,DJJ[. 

MiMtai AH MMMk, MaaM a 





Adjoummant. 

It being 8-10 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4 p.m. on Friday, the 29th November, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


M 


\29m Hdlr., 


Proceedings of the Bengal LegislatiTe Assembly aisemUid 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 199S. 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday^ 
the 29th November, 1940, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqije, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon'ble Ministers and 207 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wtiich oral answm were given) 

Complajnt against the Senior Teacher of the Laksham Guru Training 

School. 


M2. Mauivi MD. HASANUZZAMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(t) that the Gurus under training at Laksham Guru Training 
Centre made written and o-ral complaints against the Senior 
Teacher to the District IiKsi)ectoi of Tip|)era and the 
Inspector of Schools, Chittagong Division; 

(ii) that the District Inspector of Schools, Tippera, made an inquiry 
into the matter; 

(m) that all the Gurus submitted a petition to the District Inspec- 
tor of Schools, Tippera, for the transfer of the Senior 
Teacher; and 

(tV) that the Gurus proposed to go on strike but on the assurance 
given by the District Inspector the idea was dropped? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the report submitted by the District Inspector as a result of the 
inquiry? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the transfer of the Senior 
Teacher from there? 
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TIm HMilito Sir BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on boholf of 
^ Miniitor in oiwrgo of tho Education Dopartmont): (a) and (o> 

Yes. 

(b) Such reports are coufideutial and their conteuts cannot b6“ 
divulged. 

Mfa 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to ask 
the Divisional Inspector to make an emiuiry into the allegation F 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Govern- 
ment are jirepared to do so. 

Leave to aeeistants in the ofHoe of Director of Public Instruction for 
the purpose of training for B. T. Course. 

•13. MauJvi AZHAR ALI: {a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that prayer of Muslim assistants in the offline of the Director of 
Public Instruction, llengal, for leave with pay to undergo 
B. T. Course was rejected ; and 

{it) that the prayer of two non-Muslim assistants for leave with 
pay for the same object were allowed? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
Muslim assistants of the said office who had to resign their services for 
fining B. T. class durig the last 5 years!' 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’blc 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hen’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of 
the Minister in charge of the Edueation Department): (a) (i) No. 

(u) Yes. 

(b) None of the permanent hands but a probationary assistant 
resigned in 1940 in order to join a Training College. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Politioal prieonersy Chittagong. 

•14i Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(t) that the political prisoners at Chittagong are taken to and 
from the jail and court handcuffed and tied by a rope; 
and 

(tt) that no conveyance or umbrella is allowed to be used by them 
during the rains? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Ue 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in tli4 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(6) The attention of the Superintendent of Police has been drawn 
to the rules on the subject with instructions to follow them strictly. 


Mri ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (6), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether by taking prisoners 
handcuffed and tied by rope and with no conveyance or umbrella, the 
rules in question were infringed? 


The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honoural)le member to (a). 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the rules on the 
subject? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. I 
have not got the rules here. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any scope in the rules to view the rules 
leniently and apply it to certain classes of prisoners leniently? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already issued 
detailed instruction on the subject that unless there are real and ade- 
quate grounds, handcuffs and ropes should not be used. 


Reetriotion of Jute culthraUon. 

MB. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAiN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether it is in the con tern platioa of Government to restrict jute 
cultivation for the next seaeon? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afBrmatiye, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the percentagre of restriction per acre of 
jute-growing land? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what substitute 
crops are advised by the Government to grow in those restricted jute 
lands? 

{(i) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there are lands on which 
no other crops can be grown except jute? 


MINISTER in ohtrgt of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. The 
necessary notification under section 9 of the llengal Jute Regulation 
Act, 1940, was published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary on 
the 26th September, 1940. 

{h) As stated in the notification mentioned above, the area on 
which jute may be grown in 1941 has been fixed at one-third of the 
area recorded in 1940. This is a restriction of G6§ per cent. 

(c^ There are numerous substitute crops which can be grown in 
various parts of the Province, the principal of which is paddy. The 
Agriculture Department is arranging to give all possible advice and 
assistance to grower^ in this matter. 

{d) Yes. Special provision for dealing with such lands has been 
made in sections d {2) and 10 (7) of the Regulation Act. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why at the time of the last jute census in the Chandpur subdivision of 
the Tippera district, in preparing the hhatmn there was no mention as 
to which were the jute-growing lands? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have to put a separate question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Did the Hon bh Minister 
receive a telegram that the record as contemplated by section *M2) was 
defective, because there was no column mentioned in the khatian 
where to show that there were lauds on which jute could be grown? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Simply because there 
might not have been a column, that does not show that such lands 
could not be required. 

8 
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Mr. 8HAHEOALI: If it is not mentioned in the khatian., will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stat« how will it be possible f6r 
the officers to restrict and act according to sections ^{2) and 10(i) of 
the Jut(5 Regulation Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: First of all I do not 

know if it is a fact that there was no such column. h>en if there was 
no such column, there might have been instructions issued to the 
officers to make siiecial record of such lands. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in no district in the province the 
lands on which no other crop than jute can be grown have been recorded 
as such? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How is it possible to make Tippera a general 
case? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; There are general complaints, 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Rut it generally. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the lion ble Minister 
aware tiiat nowh(‘re in the province of Rengal on which no other crop 
than jiiti' can be grown havi‘ been r<‘cor<lc(l a.s such? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : ^ 

8 ^^<3 (7T ’Pns ClT^n 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if jute will havt‘ to be grown on one-third of the same 
land as in the last year? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Not necessarily. 
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Mr. iVED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hooble 

Minister be pleased to state what useful purpose will Ikj serred hf 
regulating the area of jute cultivation in Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Will the Hon'hle 

Ministfu* be pleased to state what is the guarantee of cultivators that 
they will get a reasonahh* price even after restriction of jute-growing 
area in Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the coinplaintB 
made from all sides of the House, will the Hon4>le Minister consider 
the desirability of having an enciuiry made into the accuracy of recordt» 
in respect of jute-growing lands? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If the records have not 
been made correctly, I think, the persons affected have had sufficient 
opportunities to fil(‘ petitions. Now, it is too late, I think, to raise this 
question. Kven now, tlic (Collector has a gcmual power of revision and 
if advantage is taken of the appropriate section of the Act, those 
aggrieved may get relief. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state wh(‘ther, in view’ of the fact that about GO lakhs of 
bales of jute will be sup])lied towards this year's consumption, (Govern- 
ment have considered the desirability of reconsidering their decision 
with regard to restriction and of directing that no jute should he 
grown next year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tiiat (|Ueslion <loes not arine. 

Panel of English teachers and Sub- Inspectors of Schools. 

•16. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (a) Will the Hon’hle 

Minister in charge of the Education Depailment l>e plea‘'ed to state* — 

(t) the total miiiiber of candidates includetl in the last panel for 
English teachers and Sub-Inspectors in the grade oi 
Rs.75/8 — 2 — 175 ol the Bengal Eilucational Service; and 

(ii) how many of them have already got permanent posts? 

(6) Is it in the contemplation of Government to form a freeh panel? 
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(c) If the answer to (h) ia in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason of forming a fresh panel before 
the candidates in the existing panel are permanently appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) 41 Moslems and 39 
non-Moslems. 

(m) 32 Moslems and 25 non-Moslems have already been provided in 
permanent and quasi-permanent vacancies. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Some more of the candidates in the existing panel will be pro- 
vided with appointments within the current year. As the number of 
vacancies in 1941 in the grade of English teachers and Sub-Inspectors 
of Schools is expected to 1)6 more than the number of ( andidates in the 
existing panel who will be left unprovided, it is proposed to prepare 
a fresh panel for 1941. 

Middle Engliili sohool in the Seder subdivision of Murshidebed. 

M7. Mr. EYED BADRUDDUilA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the names of — 

(1) high English schools, 

(2) middle English schools, and 

(3) junior madrasahs, 

at present existing in the rural area of the Sadar subdivi- 
sion (Berhampore) of the Murshidabad district; and 

(u) the amount of Government grant-in-aid received by each of 
them ? - 

(6) Is it a fact that there is not a single middle English school or 
a junior madrasah in the Hariharpara thana in the Sadar subdivision 
of Murshidabad? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affinnative, what steps do the 
Government propose taking for the spread of education in the above 
area? 

Th# HOfl’bia Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement furnish- 
ing the information is laid on the table. 

(h) No, there is a middle English school at Baruipara in the Harihar- 
para thana. 

(o) Does not arise. 
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StaUm&nt ttferred to in tks re^y to douse (a) of starred question No, 17. 

Monthly Government 
grant. 

(1) High English Schools— 


1. Beldanga 



Ra. 150. 

2. Amtala 




3. Bhagirathpur 

. . 

. . 

►NU. 

4. Saktipur 

. . 


5. Damkul 


• * - 

■ 

Middle Elnglish Schools — 

1. Dapukuria 



Ra. 21.8. 

2. Beldanga 



Ra. 50. 

3. Andulbaria 




4. Hassanpur 




5. Manikivigar 



•Diatriot Board aided 

6. Baruipara 




7. Jitpur 


* • ^ 


8. Sagarpara 



Ra. 35. 

Junior Madrasahs — 

1 . Bhabta 



Rb.58. 

2. Muhammadpur 

. . 


Ra. 50. 

3. Jhunka 



Ra. 50. 

4. Sibnagar 



Ra. 45. 

5. Madanpur 

. . 


Ra. 35. 

6. Brindabanpur 



Ra. 30. 


Location of permanont headquarton of Noakhali distriot. 

M8. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department bo pleased to state 
whether the Government have come to a final decision regarding the 
location of the |)ermanent headquarters of the Noakhali district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any provision will be made in the 
Budget for the year 1941-42 for the purpose of construction of the new 
headquarters P 
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MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. It has been decided 
that the headquarters of the district should be located at Begumganj. 

(6) The matter is under consideration. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Comiminal ratio of staffs in Court of Wards’ Estates In Relshahi 

district. 

12. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Hevenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing In the different Court of Wards’ Estates in the Raj- 
shahi district — 

(a) the present number of — 

(1) Managers, 

(2) Assistant Managers, 

(3) Insjiectors, 

(4) Ileud Clerks, 

(6) Clerks, excluding Head Clerk, 

(6) typists, 

(7) paid probationers, 

(8) unpaid probationers, 

(9) Tuhsildars, and 

(10) Tahsildar assistants; 

(h) the nuinl)er of them that are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Mu.slims; and 


(c) how many of them belong to the district ? 
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TIm Hon'bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 12. 


Serial 

No. 

DeMignation. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

MusliraA. 

Total. 

lielong 
to the 
liajshahi 
district. 

1 

Managers 

3 



■1 


2 

Aasiatant Manager 




Hi 


3 

. 

Inspectors 

6 



H 


4 

Head Clerks 

3 




1 

5 

Clerkb excluding 

Hoad Clerk. 

23 


1 

24 

0 

(1 

TypUtta 

2 



2 

1 

7 

Paid probationer . , 



1 

1 

1 

8 

Unpaid probationer 






9 

• 

Tahaildars 

23 


16 

39 

13 

10 

Tahsildars' assist* 
ants. 

21 


10 

31 

10 


Total 

80 


28 

108* 

35 


^Excluding a {tost of a paid probationer and t}iat of a Tafisildar wfiich are at proatnit 
lying vacant. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will ihv lioirble Minister be 
pleased to state if the attention of Uoverninent has been drawn to the 
fact of the dearth of Muslim and Scheduled Caste service-holders in 
items Nos. 1 to 8 and wliat remedy (iovernment propose to (compensate 
the grievance.s of the Muslims and Scheduled Castes!^ 

Thje Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As 1 had 

occasion to state more than once on the floor of this House, most 
of these appointments were made before the present (iovernment came 
into power and Government have since decided that in future the 
Communal Ratio Rules should be made applicable to Court of Wards 
services as far as possible. 

Appointment of SulKinspoctor of Sdiools as SulNiiviiional Inspeotor of 

Schools. 

13. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble Min- 
ister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools, who are posted at district headquarters and 
help the District Inspectors of Schools in clerical work, are g^nerallir 
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appointed to officiate in the leave vacancy of the Subdivisional Inspector 
of Schools without consideration of the claims of other senior Sub- 
Inspectors of the district? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the last two years, officiating arrangements in leave 
vacancies in the posts of the Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools with 
the following particulars: — 


(i) name of vacancy; and 

(u) name of Sub-Inspectors who officiated, showing their head- 
quarters, qualifications, pay prior to officiating appointment, 
length of service, period for which each of them officiated 
and also name of Sub-Inspectors of the district superseded in 
each case, if any, showing their qualifications, length of 
service, pay and reasons for su|)ersession ? 


(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table another 
statement showing for the last 3 years — 

(i) Subdivisional In8j>e(tor8 of Schools appointed with dates; 

(u) their qualifications, dates of first ap{X)intment in Government 
service ; 

(lu) j>eriod during which they acted as Sub-Inspectors ; and 

(tv) special reasons, if any, for appointment as Subdivisional 
In8[)ector8 ? 


(c/) Will the Ilon’ble Minister l)e jileased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing trained Sub-Inspectors of Schools who are serving in the 
dejiartment for more than 20 years with tiie following particulars: — 

(1) name of officer; 

(2) qualification ; 

(3) length of service; 

(4) present pay of each; and 

(6) reasons for supersession, if any? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) In terms of Article 98 
of the Civil Service Regulations local arrangements are generally made 
in leave vacancies for periods not exceeding 4 months. When a Sub- 
divisional Inspector of Schools goes on leave for a period not exceeding 
4 months the most senior Sub-Inspector of Schools who is locally and 
readily available is appointed to act as Subdivisional InspeotOT of 
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•Schools without any consideration as to whether there are Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools senior to him elsewhere in the district. Such local 
arrangement constitutes no supersession of claims of other officers. 

(b) In view* of the answ'er to question (a) it will serve no useful pur- 
pose to collect the information which will involve a good deal of labour 
and time. 

(c) (i) to (m) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(iv) Nos. 1-4, 6-13 and 15-30 in the statement w^ere considered suit- 
able for promotion. Nos. 6 and 14 were directly recruited to the grade 
of Subdivisional Inspector of Schools. 

(d) (1) to (4) A statement furnishing the particulars is laid on the 
Library table. 

(5) Promotion depends on merit combined wdth seniority and not on 
seniority alone. They were not considered fit for promotion for the 
grade of Subdivisional Insiiectors of Schools. 


Building of Bar Asaooiation of Satfchira, Khulna. 

14. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether the building of the Bar Association of Satkhira in 
the district of Khulna stands on Government land; 

(u) how the right and title of the land on which the building 
stands passed to the Bar Association and bv what deeds, 
if any; and 

(ill) whether the use and occupation of the building .iie restricted 
to only a i)articular sect of the members of the Bar 
Association ? 

(b) If the answers to (a) (i) and (Hi) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the contempla- 
tion of the Government for taking steps for extending the use and 
occupation of the building to all the members alike? 

MINISTER ill charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoffi*ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur); (a) (t) Yes. 

(it) Government granted permissive possession to the Bar Asso- 
ciation by a registered deed, dated the 18th July, 1921. 

(tii) No, open to all members of the Bar Association. 

(h) Does not arise. 
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Stipentfi for Sohodiilod Casio studonts in aicM high Eni^ish sohoola^ 

in Nadia. 

16. Babu LAKSHMI NARAYAN BISWAS: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(a) the names of high English schools at present existing in the 

district of Nadia; 

(b) the place where they are situated; 

(c) the number of them getting Government grant-in-aid; 

(d) the number of Scheduled Caste students studying in each 

class (from class VII to class X) in each of those schools; 
and 

(c) the number of Scheduled Caste students getting stiy)ends out 
of the Its. 5 lakhs meant for the Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing 
the information is laid on the Library table. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finanoe (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg leave to 
introduce the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax') Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 

Sir, I beg furtlier to move that the said Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Alha.j Maulvi Oiasuddin Ahmed Chowdhury. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mahtabuddin Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

(4) Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali, 

(5) Kai Sahib Kirit Bhusan Das. 

(6) Mr. Debi Prasad Khaitan, 

(7) Sir Henry Birkmyre, Bart., 

(8) Mr. H. R, Norton, 

(9) Mr. Ramixuddiu Ahmed, and 

(10) the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 2l8t December, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being four. 
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In case we get the names from the Congrciss Party of gentlemen 
who may be willing to serve on the Select Committee, I shall ask for 
your permission to include them. 


Sir, in moving this motion, I am doing so with mingled feelings for 
after all I am presenting to this House a new proposal for taxation. 
There is some hesitation, some diffidence, some regret, because I know 
that I am offering a wonderful handle to our opponents. All the 
alleged proja handhus, dorodis, hitiushis and hitaknnkis will come 
forward from their burrows (Mr. M. SH\MSiTi)ni\ Ahmed: What 
about labour handhvs) and. shall 1 say. in the name of the masses and 
in the name of the agriculturists will beat their breasts, throw dust and 
ashes on their heads (Dr. Nalis4K4Sha Sany\l: And challenge your 
monopoly) and will wail like banshees. They will do so in an attempt, 
which I am sure will be in vain t() make political capital out of this 
and try and run down the Ministry in power. They will magnify all 
the effec’ts of this tax and make out that it will full on the poor of the 
province. I am giving them this opportunity with eyes open and 
giving it to them also before the elections. (Dr. Nalinaksiia 
Sanyal: a brave* man!) But I am doing so in the fullest belief 
that they will miserably fail to shake the confidence which the i)eople 
of Bengal have in us, their belief that whatever we do, whatever 
measures we take, we d(. .so for their benefit and their 
benefit alone. The record of our four years’ service, of our constant 
endeavours to ameliorate the (condition of the people, of the many 
indications that we have given that their welfare is our sole and 
abiding thought, is a record of service to which we can with humility 
and with confidence la> claim. And these little dorodis^ hitauhii and 
hitaJ(ankis and beaters of breasts must and will fail to break asunder 
the links which bind us to the people of this province. 

Mingled, Sir, witli these feelings is a feeling of rejoicing that it 
has fallen to my lot to introduce a measure, which is cabulated to 
confer benefit on the people of Bengal of unimaginable magnitude at 
a very small sacrifice. Owing t(» vrant of funds we have not been able 
to take up those large measures for tlie amelioration of the condition 
of the people which form u part of our programme and which we are 
most anxious to take in hand. Whereas it is true that our legislative 
measures have rescued our people from the clutches of exacting 
landlords, and usurious vuihajans^ have given the masees the hope and 
the will to live and survive, have saved them from illegal exactions 
and from the ( rushing burden of indebtedness, whereas it is true that 
side by side with these we have increased our expenditure in the various 
Qation-buildiiig departments, and done whatever was possible with 
the money at our disposal, it cannot be denied that for the last two 
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years we have been running deficit budgets and it is impossible to 
carry on in this manner any longer. If we do not augment our 
resources, we shall have to cut down all that we have done, and more 
than that we shall not ibe able to put into operation all those bene- 
ficent measures for which you and I, the Government Block and the 
Opposition, are all clamouring. 

In February last when I presented the Budget I told the House 
that the revenue available to the Ministry was not sufficient to allow 
us to undertake even the most urgent of the many scliemes that make 
up our programme of constructive development. I warned the House 
that before the end of the year I would bring forward proposals for 
new taxation. This Bill which I am asking the House to refer to a 
Select Committee contains the measures that I foreshadowed at that 
time and is intended to make available funds for tackling some at least 
of our most urgent problems. 

I should like to assume this afternoon that no one will seriously 
deny that the resources at the disposal of the Government of this 
province are insufficient. Our p&r capital expenditure on education, 
public health and agriculture is lower than that of any of the other 
major provinces in India. Our per capita expenditure on education 
is one-third of that of Bombay and one-half of that of the Punjab and 
of Madras. The Land Revenue (Commission's Report bears eloquent 
testimony to the inadequacy of the provision that Government have 
been able to make for agriculture. In paragraph 207 of their Report 
the Commission place the minimuin required lor the proper function- 
ing of the Agriculture Department at Rs, 27 lakhs a year. The provi- 
sion in the current year’s budget is Rs. 17 lakhs : 17 against the 

Commission’s estimated minimum of 27. 

If the House desires, T shall have no difficulty in supplying plenty 
of other instances of the directions in which the standard of the 
services we are now providing falls considerably below what we must 
regard as the bare minimum. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about the Rs. 47 lakhs of 
which you spoke P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You will hear things 
such as I am sure will turn your teeth sour in your mouth. 

We have not yet been able to introduce primary education as j^et in 
all the districts of Bengal. When the scheme is in full swing, it may 
impose an additional burden of at least one crore and thirty-seven lakhs 
on our provincial revenue. Technical education is almost at a stand- 
still. We are unable to give that encouragement to industries, big 
and small, which may help to augment the resources of our people. I 
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am conaidering large schemes of electricity development. 1 cannot take 
them in hand with a deficit budget. Our medical institutions need 
strengthening and expansion. We want more hospitals and better nurs- 
ing facilities. We have spent considerable amounts already on public 
health and have increased grants in various directions, but much still 
remains to be done. A comprehensive scheme for rural medical units may 
throw upon us a recurring expenditure of 30 lakhs of rupees. We are 
ready with maternity and child welfare and anti-tuberculosis and anti- 
leprosy schemes. Social hygiene, its treatment and propaganda, have 
been neglected. Better and more hygienic houses in the rural areas, neat 
clean dwellings for the labourers and the poorer classes must be taken 
in hand — but we can do nothing with our present resources. The De- 
partment of Agriculture needs considerable expansion, more farms and 
a greater supply of good seeds. Our cattle are deficient in every way; 
they must be properly treated and fed, and their condition improved. 
We cannot take up a comprehensive scheme of water-supply for lack of 
funds. Resuscitation of rivers and canals is an urgent and necessary 
programme, but every scheme in this direction is expensive. We must 
provide greater and greater facilities for rural credit. The Co-operative 
Department has to be rehabilitated. The Department of Fisheries must 
be opened in right earnest. We must expand our cinchona plantations. 
Our methods of relieving distress are more spacious than that of 
previous Governments, and we need more resources for the purpose. We 
are considering these and many other schemes^ and it is only lack of 
funds w'hich prevents us from taking them in hand. I do not claim 
that we shall be able to do everything from the proceeds of our taxa- 
tion, but we shall certainly be able to do big things in a big way and 
confer real and lasting benefits on the people of the province. 

To tho.se, Sir, who have followed the fortune of our finance ever 
since the Meston Award, who have seen how we have had to retrench 
and starve in order to keep the w’heels of the administration moving, 
there can be no doubt in their minds, whatever they may say for poli- 
tical reasons, that there is necessity for new taxation. Our per capita 
income, I believe, i.s the lowest for any major province in India. Our 
per capita expenditure is not only inadequate but heart-rending in its 
inadequacy. Many many have been the taxation proposals which we 
have considered, and the fact that I am introducing this tax does not 
imply that I have given up consideration of other methods of taxation. 
The.se will be imposed in due course as occasion requires. The reason 
why I have chbsen this tax rather than any other is because, for a 
small sacrifice and at a small cost, it is expected to yield a substantial 
revenue which will enable us, as I have said, to do big things in a big 
way. This is not the time for small tinkering taxation, small pin- 
pricks for just covering small deficits, and I hope the House will agree 
with me in the view that we have taken on this occasion. 
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We hope to raise two crores of rupees at a small cost, probably not 
exceeding seven laklis, by the imposition of a tax of 2 per cent, on all 
retail sales, which woiks out at one pice on a sale of twelve annas. 
This tax will be levied once only in the chain of transactions that takes 
place on any particular article from the manufacturer or importer to 
the consumer. It will not be levied on the sale of goods every time 
they change ownership. Our intention is to tax only one of these 
changes, and for this reason we speak of the proposed tax as a one- 
point or single-point tax. 

I have no desire to conceal that the essence of a sales tax is that it 
falls on the consumer. The system under which the incidence ot, the 
tax can be seen most clearly is that in which, as in certain States of 
America, the tax is actually collected from the customer at the time of 
purchase separately from the price of the article that he i.^ purchasing. 
The adoption of a similar practice in this country would entail a very 
expensive macliinery and the device by wliich we propose to ensure that 
this tax shall in fact be a one-point tax is a system of registration of 
dealers. All dealers, except very small ones, will be registered, and 
in this context by the term “dealer’’ 1 include not only shop-keepers 
but also all firms of importers and manufacturers, contractors and whole- 
sale and retail distributors; all these will be registered. There uill be 
no tax on sales by one registered dealer to another; the tax will be only 
on sales by a registered dealer to an unregistered person — whether such 
person is a consumer or a petty dealer who will resell to the actual 
consumer. The method of collection envisaged in the Bill before you 
is, therefore, the periodical payment by the dealer of lh(‘ amount of 
tax due on his aggregate taxable sales. 

Judging from the criticisms that 1 have read in the Press recently, 
it seems that this system of registration has gi\en rise to a great deal 
of misunderslandjug and it is, therefore, necessary for me to emphasise 
that this tax is not a tax on shop-kee])ers ; it is a tax on sales and will 
be borne by the consumer. It may be, ot course, that in some trades 
where the competition is excei)tionally keen the dealer may at first find 
it ditticult to pass on all the tax, or where the margin of profit is con- 
siderable, he may not try to do so, but there is no doubt that in the 
long run the tax will be passed on and the ponsumer will in fact have 
to pa\ on an average 2 per cent, more for articles the sales of which will 
henceforth he taxable 

Although ill principle the tax is a tax on the final sale to the con- 
sumer, the cost of collecting this tax from a host of very small dealers 
would be prohibitive. It is necessary, therefore, purely for purposes 
of administration, to treat sales to small dealers and sales to individual 
customers alike. It i.s quite immaterial to the public as tax-payer at 
what level we fix tjie taxable quantum, i.e.^ the amount of turnover 
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•that will decide whether a dealer is to be held respoDsible for the pay- 
ment to Government of the tax. Ptir the ^^eneral l>ody of dealers we 
have proposed as a start to fix the taxable quantum at Hs. 20,000. That 
does not mean that consumers who buy from dealers whose turnover is 
below this figure are going to escape the tax or will be able to buy their 
goods more cheaply than if they went to a registered dealer who pays 
the tax. It merely means that for the sake of convenience and economy 
in administration the tax will be collected at an earlier stuge from the 
large dealer who supplies the small dealer. Just as an individual 
customer purchasing an umbrella from a registered dealer will have to 
pay a slightly higher price than at present, so will the small shop-keeper 
purchasing, say, two dozen umbrellas from tlie same registered dealer 
have to pay a proportionately higher j)rice; lie in his turn will recover 
the amount of the tax by charging his customers 2 per cent, extra on 
the old price when tliey (‘ome to bii\ an umhrella. 

So mncli then for the main principle of the Bill and for the way in 
which it will work. 1 ^hall now say a Icmv words about the exenqilions. 
These fall into four main divisions: — 

Firstly, ra^^ materials sold to munufaclnrers ; to imjiose a tax on the 
sale of raw materials would be to jmt the Bengal manufacturer at a 
disadvantage vis-d-vi.s his competitor in othei provinces; it would also 
be tantamount to taxing the sale ot the same thing twice*, once in its 
raw state (a piece of leather) and again as a finished article (a shoe). 

Secondly, the fooclstuifs that lorm the staple diet of (lie poorer 
classes, such as nee. tUial, salt, ffur, nndasHcs, sugar, bread and milk. 
This class of exeniptiun calls for no comment. 

Thirdly, we jiropose to exeinjil the sale ol goods which are ulreadjy 
subject to a tax under a special Act, t //., electricity and petrol. The 
reason for this will be obviou.s: fbere is already in existence a machinery 
specially designed for the purjiose of collecting a tax on these sales and 
if any additional revenue is wanted from such .sources, the proper course 
would be to enhance the rate of the specific tax. 

Fourtlily, the sale of goods consigned to an address outside Bengal. 
Ordinarily retail dealers have only a local market, but Calcutta is the 
shopping centre for many person.s in Assam, Bihar, the United Pro- 
vinces and Orissa. We have no wish to handicap this trade or to dis- 
courage person.s in other provinces from patronising Calcutta .shops and 
firms. 

It may be that other articles in respect of which good grounds for 
exemption can be advanced will suggest themselves. On such sugges- 
tions the advice of the Select Committee will be most valuable, but I 
hope that the House will agree with me that it is desirable to keep the 
fivmbar of exemptions as low as possiblz : the greater the number of 
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exemptions, the more complicated will be the accounts to be kept by 
dealers and the larger the staff necessary to check the returns. The 
more uniform and simple we keep the tax the cheaper it will be to 
collect and the less trouble it will cause to dealers; it is mainly on 
these grounds that the Bill proposes a uniform rate upon the sale of all 
articles and does not provide for a higher rate on luxuries. It is 
essential at the outset, when the tax is new and the collection staff 
inexperienced, not to attempt complicated rehnements; after practical 
experience has been gained, we may consider whether it is desirable to 
ask the Legislature to empower Government to fix a higher rate on the 
sales of any particular class of goods. 

Some of you may wonder why we have chosen to tax only retail 
sales instead of putting the tax at a lower rate upon all sales, as in 
Madras. There are many good reasons : in the first place, 
a retail sales tax will be simpler and cheaper to administer: 
secondly , generally speaking, retail dealers cater for the local 
market and they cannot move their business outside the area in 
wliich the tax will apply. It would not be so difficult for businesses 
other than retail dealers to arrange to conduct their business beyond the 
borders of the province, and, as I said before in explaining the reasons 
for the exemption of goods consigned to addresses outside Bengal it is 
e.H8eutial to see that the tax is of such a kind that it will not tend to 
drive business out of Bengal. Thirdly, in the case of a general turn- 
over tax it is difficult to ascertain with any accuracy upon whom the 
tax actually falls. It is also more difficult to stop attempts at pro- 
fiteering. With the one-point tax it will be comparatively simple to 
calculate the rise in price that the consumer may legitimately be called 
upon to bear as a result of the imposition of this tax. Fourthly, the 
tendency of a general turnover tax is to interfere with existing trade 
pratices with a view to the elimination of intermediate changes of 
ownership. This tends to drive the small shop-keeper out of business 
or at least to put him at a disadvantage. Goods sold by a small shop- 
keeper have in all probability changed hands more often and would, 
therefore, have been taxed more often than goods sold in a large shop. 
As each dealer tries to pass on the tax, a small shop-keeper will find 
that in order to cover himself he will have to charge that little extra in 
{‘omparison with large shops which will tend to drive away business 
from him to a large shop where prices are just a little lower. 

In legislating for the levy of any kind of sales tax two points are 
of cardinal concern: to keep the cost of collection low, and to inter- 
fere with the flow of commerce or with ordinary trade practice as little 
as possible. I maintain that this Bill keeps these two very important 
objectives steadily in view. The scheme which we have proposed will 
not be an expensive one to operate. It is difficult at this stage to make 
an accurate estimate of the cost of collection, but I am fairly confident 
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that thia can be kept within seven lakhs of rupees and if our estimate 
of Rs. 2 crores as the yield with the tax at 2 per cent, is anywhere near 
the mark the percentage required to meet the cost of ( ollection will be 
remarkably low. 

With regard to the second point, I maintain that there is nothing 
in this Bill that is likely to interfere with trade or industry. As far 
as it is possible to foresee the only change that any dealer will be called 
on to make will be the separation of his taxable sales froui his tax- 
free sales. Clause 11 need cause no alarm. We do not intend to 
prescribe elaborate methods of keeping accounts. The clause merely 
means that registered dealers will be required to keep only such 
accounts as are necessary to enable their periodical returns to be 
checked. No one can seriously contend that this obligation will con- 
stitute an interference with trade. Similarly the returns that dealers 
will be required to furnish will be kept as simple as possible. 

Clause 12 may perhaps conjure up visions of daily visits by inquisi- 
tive officers worrying tlie staff in the accounts branch. There will be 
nothing of this sort. It is hoped that the occasion on which any inspec- 
tion of accounts will be necessary will be few. Experience shows that 
to ensure effective collection of a tax of this kind it is essential for 
GovernnuMit to have such powers in reserve, but the great body of 
honest dealers have nothing to fear from the existence of these powers. 
I have heard surprise expressed at the provisions of clauses IG and 17 
which empower the executive to determine certain questions affecting 
the liabilities of dealers and exclude the jurisdiction of the civil courts. 
There need be no cause for alarm. This power is taken primarily in 
the interests of dealers themvselves. It is designed to prevent just that 
friction and drag on the movement of commerce that dealers 
themselves apprehend. In a new measure of this nature there 
are bound to be many doubtful points and I am sure dealers 
will agree that it is in their own interest that provision should 
be made by whicli they can obtain a quick decision. The Bill provides 
that the executive officer in charge of tlie administration of the Act 
shall decide such points of doubt. If his decisions are liable to be 
reversed at any time by a civil court w'hose verdict may not be known 
for weeks, perhaps months, the whole advantage of the quick decision 
will be lost and the consequential uncertainty would soon produce chaos 
both in the operation of the Act and in the world of trade. There is, 
I think, ample safeguard against the abuse of this authority in the 
general powers of revision vested in the Board of Revenue. 

I repeat, therefore, that none of the provisions of this Bill need 
cause dealers any fear of harassment. The Bill honours the principle 
ni not interfering unduly with the conduct of business and I oan assure 
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the House that this very important principle will also be borne in mind 
both when the rules are framed and when we come to the administration 
of the measure. 

One word more and I have done. I would like to assure this House 
that this increase of funds at our disposal will make no difference to 
the stringency of our scrutiny in the Finance Department. On the 
other hand, the responsibility on us will become all the greater on 
account of the burden^ which we are imposing on the general populace. 

There is just the danger that with the augmentation of our 
resources, attempts will be made to utilize these resources for schemes 
which may be kept in the background while more urgent and more 
beneficent schemes should have priority. I can assure the House, how- 
ever, that 1 will resist such attempts with all my power. J would 
rather keep the money in the coffers of Government; I would rather 
build up a reserve than dissipate it on schemes which are not urgent 
and which ought to give way to schemes for which there is a crying 
need. 1 hope, in this policy I shall have the support of the House. 
I commend my motion for its acceptance. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS Sir, 1 beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bengal Financi* (SaU's Tax) Bill, KMl, be circu- 
lated for the purpose of eliciting opinion theret)ii l.v ihe ‘list March, 
1941. 

Sir, I move this motion as, I believe, tliat the (‘ountry has not been 
able to appreciate the mischief that is going to be done if the Bill be 
passed into law. Moreover, I consider that this Bill is a backdoor 
legislation. In the midst of a financial year, it is not right to introduce 
a legislation of this nature without disclosing- the financial position of 
the Government. Nobody knows whether (ioverument will have a 
surplus or a deficit budget at the end of the year. The country, of 
course, has every right to know the financial position of the Government 
before they are asked to pay a tax to the public exchequer. No doubt, 
the Finance Minister says, that in his last budget speech, he gave some 
indications of fresh taxation, but ever\oue expected that before he 
brought forward a legislation of this nature— a drastic legislation, no 
doubt — he would let us know the exact financial position. 

At the same time. Sir, no indication has been given as to how the 
money proposed to be collected by this taxation measure will be spent. 
Mr. Suhrawardy, no doubt, has given us a catalogue of good things 
he proposes t^ do to the public at large. But, Sir, may I ask what 
time is left for him to do these good things. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy : We are leaving this money for you to do.) He has 
already spent 4 years out of his term of 5 years in his shilly-shallying 
process and in the Jast year of his term, he is holding out the hope that 
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*he will do this and he will do that. This is practically nothing but to 
hoodwink the public only. The Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawurdy knows per- 
fectly well that the statement that he has made is nothing but future 
election propaganda. In one year, nobody can bring millennium to 
the country. So, giving this catalogue to the House is not at all 
sincere — of course, nobody expects an\ sincerity trom the present 
Finance Minister because he has spent his whole lite in doing propa- 
ganda and without doing practically any good thing for the country. 

Moreover , Sir, nobody knows what will be the turnover. In his 
spee(*h, ol (oiiisr*. he says that he expects tfie (‘ollc(‘lion t«) 1>(> about 2 
(Tores of rupees. In the Statement of Objects and Ileasons, (here is 
nolliing to indicate the turnover and, therefore, honest jieojde begin 
to doubt that his collections also nmy be consumed in organising the 
department only and creating a few new posts for obliging the 
parly or giving new* jobs to the relatives of tlie present Ministry, 

Then, again, 1 may ask what is the justification for bringing this 
new taxation)^ Four years back when this Ministry accepted office, there 
w'as a big surplus How' did they spend the money:' The country knows 
that they have s(juaiidered the money right and left. They set uj) the 
Land lieveniK" OominiNNion and spent a vast amount of money to gel a 
re{)ort Again they emjdoyed another genfhunan to ha\(‘ supplenuuitary 
suggestions to that report and everybody knows now that the report 
1 ^ not going to be given effect to. 

Then again, they set up various (’ommittees. Jute (’ommittee, I\iddy 
(’ommittee, Land Erosion (’ommittee and several other ( omiiiittees in- 
(duding the Chaukidari (’ommittee and we know' that wherever a report 
has been received, it will rot in the urcliives of the (ii>vernment 
Secretariat. In the case of some Committees, the sittings are not yet 
taking place. They are being kept over and nobody know's what 
amount is being spent and what work is being done with these reports 
and with the members of those Committees, 

Then again. Sir, vast sums have been given to subsidise newspapers 
which will supjiort the present Ministry and trash newspapers are started 
to make propaganda out of public money. 

Again, I say a good deal of money was being taken in every budget 
in the name of secret police and it is being spent on a particular party 
organisation. 

Then again, Sir, it is reported that all the goondas who were turned 
out of Calcutta by Sir Charles Tegart and other police officers previously 
were brought back and supplied with motor cars and substantial pay 
in the name of labour organisation and thereby spending a good deal 
of public money and misappropriating public money, if I may say so. 
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More than a lakh of people were brought down here in Calcutta at 
the time of no-confidence motion only to make propaganda, and it ia 
reported that money was spent in organising demonstrations. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Bitter gall and worm- 
wood. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: J [’ours and cross-tours are made 
by the Hon’bie Ministers to realise the secret satisfaction that so inan^ 
people come to see the fun. 

Then, Sir, as one of m3 friends says, they are making tours to 
Delhi, Bombay and some other places and nobody knows for what. I 
doubt whether any benefit is being derived by onr province from those 
tours. 

New po.sis have bceii creatt*d lor no olhei purpose than to ^atisf^ 

some of the relatives and friends ol the Ministers a> well as iriends 

of the party members who support this Ministry. Regular payments 
have also been made to peo])le ol doubt till charactei i .i harass persons 
who speak against this Ministry. 

Now, Sir, coming to the merits ot the Bill 1 submit that this taxation 

measure will only raise the prices of necessities in tins ]>rovince which 

alread3' is ninning high due to the wai conditions now prevailing. 
Further, jute is being exempted Ironi the operation ol this Act. Tea 
also is being practically exempted. Generally these two commodities 
are exported. With regard to these commodities which are exported 
out of India, no doubt some contracts are entered into in Calcutta or 
within this province but when this measure will be passed into law, 
apparently no contract will be entered into in Calcutta or in this 
province. These commodities will be exported out of India and all 
contracts and payments wdll be made there. Therefore, these two im- 
jiortant items, juta and tea, will not come wdthin the clutches of this 
measure. Then, Sir, electricity wull also be exempted as well as the 
European hotels and wine shops. There is a provision that if food 
articles and spirituous liquors are sold w ithin the premises no taxation 
w ill l>e made on the sale of those things. Sir, it is a common knowledge 
that these European establishments, hotels and wine .'^hop.s, sell every- 
thing in their own premises. Therefore, Sir, all exportable articles 
such as jute, tea and hide, the business of which is mainly in the hands 
of the Europeans and European establishments like big hotels and wine 
shops will be relieved of the heavy burden of this new taxation. I 
congratulate my honourable friends to my left on their being relieved 
from the operation of this Act (cries of “Shame,” “Shame”). I 
submit there is nothing to be ashamed of in this matter. I say this 
has come to my European friends by way of recompense for their haviai^ 
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saved the Ministry by voting with the Ministers on the occasion of the 
no-confidence motion. By this measure the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy is trying to satisfy those gentlemen who saved him and 
his Cabinet by their precious thirty votes. 

Then. Sir, there is no provision in thi.s Bill for bringing within its 
oi>eration persons who will be carrying on business at Chandernagor or 
on the border lines of Assam. Bihar or Orissa. Sir, the Joint Stock 
Companies who deal in shares and partnership business have to spend a 
good deal of money. These companies have got to be registered under 
the Companies Act and for that purpose they have to buy forms and pay 
fees tlierefor. These companies have got to pay income-tax, super-tax, 
murticipal taxes, o\ir flat rate tax of thirty rupees, and on the top of 
that the> will have t(» pay this tax also. I ask the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, for what purposed Why has the HonTde Minister 
brought in this additional burden of taxation on the poor people of 
Bengal u ho are already ver\ heavilx taxed ^ Is it as a sort of punish- 
ment for allowing these honourable gentlemen to be Ministers and to 
sit tiglit (Ml the Mini.^terial gaddt for the last four years^ Then, Sir, 

1 want to know wliat benefit the countr\ is going to derive from this 
taxation measure Then other things also cun be said against this 
measure Wliat this Ministry has done for the country, let us see. 
(The Hon’ble A K. Hrg: \othing^) Ye**, be is perfectly 

right; tlie Ministr\ has done nothing. They have imposed a flat rate 
tax of Ks. do. What is the benefit that we have <lerived ? The Ministry 
will impose free primary education cess, but is the country ]>repared for 
that y Then, Sir, to crown all, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is doing 
public good and trying to introduce industry and other things in 
papers while the country people are going to die like cats and dogs, as 
jute is being sold at the rate of Hs. 2-8 or Rs. 0 per maund. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our time is up. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: May 1 request you to allow him 
a few minutes more? 

Mr. SPEAKER: My difficult y is that there will be many speakers 
from your group who would like to speak. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: No, Sir; there will not be many 
from my party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then it is all right. He can continue. 

M«lllvi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: Thia taxation measure will ulti- 
mately react on the poor cultivators and though Mr. Suhrawardy knew 
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that we would oppose this measure, he tried to pin-prick us in the very 
bej^inning of his speech. He knew it perfectly well that he was doing 
something which would not be liked by the people and especially by 
us who claim to represent the agriculturists. Mr. Suhrawardy has got 
nothing to do with the agriculturists. He was elected b^ representatives 
who were either towns people or people residing in the 24-Parganas 
municipalities. Therefore, Sir, when he anticipated that a good deal 
of opposition would come from this side, he wrote out a few lines 
deliberately in the first page of his written speech. 

However, Sir, I say that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy should not 
C{)nsider himself as a usufructuary mortgagee of all good things to be 
done for the people. He should not live in a fool’s paradise. If the 
price of jute remains as low as it is now for a few months, then I say 
there will be people who will, instead of giving liim receptions and 
garlands, try to belabour our Labour Minister as soon as he will go to 
the mufassal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, this is an incitement 
to violence! (Tiaughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it falls under the Defence of India Ihiles ! 
(Laughter.) 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: If there is an> incitement, 1 
think instead of dying of starvation it is better to belabour tliose 
Ministers who are not trying to raise the price of jute or doing anything 
for the country people. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: What about belabouring 
those members of the Legislative Assembly who are responsible for this 
fall!'' (liaughter.) 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 repeat. Sir, again to the 
llon’ble Ministers that the country is alread\ juovoked, and .so I would 
advise them not to provoke them any more, because as everybody knows 
hungry people are also angry people. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you hungry also? (Laughter.) 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: I am hungry because I am a 
peasant. As I was saying. Sir, jute is being sold at Rs. 2-8 a maund. 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Have you sold or bought 
jute P 



1940.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


119 


MiUlvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Now I want to say that this is 
i measure which will do a good deal of mischief to the country. The 
condition of the agriculturists who are going to be burdened by this 
taxation is already very bad. Though the tax will be imposed on sales, 
it will ultimately react on the agriculturists. If this tux is imposed, 
the agriculturists will not benefit out of it; on the contrary they will 
not be able to buy their bare necessaries. Therefore, I submit that this 
Bill should not be sent to a Select Committee. It should be circulated 
for eliciting opinion, so that the country may understand the mischief 
that is going to be done by the Hon’ble Minister in the name of doing 
good to the peple. 

•With these words I commend my motion to tlie House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I rise to support the motion 
moved by my esteemed friend Mr. Abu Ilossaiu Sarker. The motion 
is a very simple one. It re(ju(‘sts the House t(» vote for the circulation 
of this Bill for eliciting the opinion of the public uho will be affected 
by the provisions of this Bill. It is admitted by tin* Hon’ble Minister 
in charge that th?s Bill juojiosrs a lux uhich will lx* u burden on the 
general masses. Sir, the pacing and hu\ing powiu- of tlie general 
masses is already low, and us my friend Mr. Abu Hossuin Sarker has 
just pointed out, fall in the jiriee of jute has seriously affe(‘ted the 
buying power of tlie agriculturists of this jirovinee. Jf ov«‘r and above 
that this additional burden oi tu.\ is imposed on them, I do not know 
where the Ministry will drive the <‘ounlry. I am afraid if things go 
on in thi" ns ay, if this new buiden is imposed on them, tin* Ministry 
will lead the country to revolution ainl the Ministry will be the first 
victim of that revolution. The time of reckoning is coming. I would 
like to remind tlu* members oi the Coalition Party to loi»k to the time 
of reckoning when there nn ill be stock-taking of whut the\ have done 
here. They have pas.sed soim* Bills, naniel\. Money-lenders Bill, 
Agricultural Debtors Bill and similai other laus, but how far those 
laws have been heljiful to impiovc the distressful economic condition 
of the tenants? My friends should eoii,sider these things before they 
face their electorates during the next election. 

Sir, w'hat are the reasons for whieh the Hon’ble Minister wants to 
raise money by this taxation? He says that he has got many amelio- 
rating sehemes for whieh he wants money. But what are those 
schemes ? What is the cut and dry programme? For the last 4 years 
we have been hearing of schemes. Many schemes have been prepared 
and many schemes have been thrown into the waste paper basket. 
But what are the schemes for which the Hon’ble Minister wants two 
crores of rupees by this taxation? He has not a single word to say. 
He has not given us any cut and dry scheme. If he had done so, we 
could have scrutinised the scheme, and seen whether the scheme would 
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be really beneficial to the people who would be taxed, and then we 
might provide funds for that purpose. My friend Mr. Abu Hossain 
iSarker has pointed out that many things have been done in the name 
of the nation-building departments. More than 1 crore of rupees has 
been allotted for such departments in ex(!e88 of the budgeted amount 
of the previous bureaucratic Government for the last four years, but 
what has happened to the schemes adumbrated by the Hon’ble 
Ministers in every budget session ? The honourable members of this 
House kiu)w that no good scheme which will do real good to the country 
has been given effect to. Neither agriculture has improved nor there 
has been development of industries nor the supply of rural credit haa 
been pnjvided for. There has also been no arrangement for the develop- 
ment of industries to add to the income of the already starving rural 
people. We know how this money will be spent. I do not like to 
repeat that the major portion of this money will go into the pockets 
of the new servants of the Crown who will he appointed as proteges 
of the present Government. 

Now, Sir, 1 submit that if (jovernment want 2 crores of rupees, I 
would say — why 2 crores of rupees P Two crores of rupees will not be 
sufficient for giving effect to the good schemes that have been proposed 
by among others the members of the Congress Party and the Krishak 
Praja Party. We proposed in the year 1937 that the Permanent Settle- 
ment be abolished and the interests of the landlords over the tillers of 
the soil, be acquired by Government by ])aying compensation so that 
Government might get an additional income of not less than 10 crores 
of rupees, and with that 10 <Tores of rupees primary education could 
have been made free and comj>ulsory. AVith this additional 10 crores 
of rupees the resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers could have 
been effected and many other good things such as supply of rural 
credit and development of industries which might add to the income 
of the peasantry could have been provided for. But Government did 
not pay any heed to that proposal because it came from the Congress 
side. But when the members of the Coalition Party pressed for the 
abolition of the IVrmanent Settlement, Government appointed the 
Floud Commission which after three years of labour submitted a report 
which has not yet been given effect to. We still suggest that if 
Government really intend to do anything for the poor people of thif 
province, let tlieiii (‘ome forward with a bold proposal to give effect 
t.0 the recommendations of the Floud Commission so that they may get 
the additional income of 10 crores of rupees. Government may 
capiUlise the major portion of this 10 crores of rupees and thereby 
work wonders for the development of this province. This new taxatiom 
will be very injurious not only to the poor people but also to trade and 
industry. The Hon’ble Minister does not explain why industry will 
not be affected. I may tell the members of this House that there will 
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Jbe no hope of the development of industry in Bengal^ if this Bill i« 
passed into law. I suspect that the Hon’ble Minister is in collusion 
with the big mill-owners of Bombay and so he has brought this Bill to 
punish the mill-owners of Bengal, the men who will purchase cotton 
for the manufacture of cotton goods. On the purchase of that cott(»n 
Government will levy a tax. AVhen a mill will sell goods they will 
have to pay tax — 2 per cent, over cotton and 2 per cent, over 

cloth, that is, at least 4 per cent. Let me tell the honourable 
members of this House that in a cotton mill the net profit 

will not be more than Rs. d-2. If this tax at the rate of 4 jkm* 

cent, is levied, then cotton mills will not be able to stand and th<‘re 

will^be no hope of further development of cotton mills. The Hon’ble 
Minister may .say that there will be no tax on the sale of cotton because 
the cotton-seller is not a manufacturer 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There will not be any 

tax on raw cotton. 

Mr. SUREND^A NATH BISWAS: Where is the guarantee P 
The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Read the Bill 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will you kindly show me 
where is the provision by which cotton has been excluded from the 
operation of this tax? 1 do not find any such provision. There are 
14 items of goods which have been excluded but cotton does not find a 
place in that catalogue. The point that T have been trying to 
elucidate is that tlie manufacturers will not pay the tax, but it is the 
cotton-sellers who will have to pay the tax on the 8alt‘. So th(*re will 
be tax on the sale of cotton. Then the manufacturers will produce 
goods and when they will sell their goods, there wull be another tax. 
I do not agree with the Hon’ble Minister that there will be no taxation 
on cotton goods. 

Sir, may I ask the honourable members of the Coalition Party 
whether they have thoroughly examined this Bill and whether they 
have found out that the daily necessaries of life of the poor agricul- 
turists will be taxed, except, of course, food. Cloth, hosiery goods^ 
molasses, tobacco, sweetmeats, umbrella, shoes, corrugated iron-sheets, 
wood and other materials for the construction of houses, coal for 
domestic use and articles of this nature which are the daily necessaries 
of life of the poor agriculturists — all these things will be taxed. 

Sir, I would not make my speech longer. 1 would urge th« 
fion’ble Minister and the members of the Coalition Party to agree te 
•end the Bill to the public for their opinion. I would ask them t# 
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hold ineetinjjfs in every village and explain to the villagers the impli- 
cations of this Bill and let them take their opinion. If they are of 
oi>iniori that this tax should be levied, we the members of the Congress 
Party will support this Bill. We give this assurance that we are 
prepared to support this Bill if the villagers in meetings held in their 
villages pass resolutions to the effect that this Bill is welcome and that 
they are prepared to pay this tax. But, I am sure, my friends will 
not listen to my re(|iieHt. The Hon’hle Minister is laughing because 
he has a majority of votes at liis back, but I warn him that the hand of 
nemesis is bound to fall on liini after one year or so. ()f course, the 
IJon’ble Minister in (diarge of the Bill may retain his seat by dint of 
force, as my friend, J)r. Sanyal, suggested a few minutes back. , The 
Ilon’ble Mr. Pazlul llu(i may also retain his seat, hut I am af’^aid 
many other m(‘mbers of the Cabinet will not he able to retain their 
Sdiats. 1 am iilso afraid that the lieads of many members of the 
Coalition thirty who are now blindly supporting the Ministry will be 
put on the charger. Sir, with th(‘se words, 1 warn them not to allow 
the Ministry to easily proceed with this Bill, at least in this case when 
the j)ocket of every agriculturist and the pocket of ever\ individual of 
the province is being touched by this Bill. If tlieri* was ever any Bill 
which had tlie ju8tifi(‘ation of being sent t(» tin* puhlie for their opinion, 
I would say that this is such a Bill. 

So, 1 again re(|uest the Hon ’hie Ministei, the (’oalition Party 
m<‘mhers and other members of the Houso to support this motion and 
to send the Bill to the public for their opinion. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(Aftir t(fl journ Nirnt . ) 

Mft DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Sir, 1 rise to support the 
motion that has been so ably moved by Mr. Abu Hossain Sarker. 
What could be said on this question has already been given expression 
to by my predecessors, but I must sa\ something on this occasion 
which demands that protests should be registered against the imposition 
of such a tu.x as this. Mr. Abu H(»ssain Sarker has said that this is 
not the opportune moment to bring in this taxation proposal, first 
because we do not know the condition of the provincial finance, secondly 
we do not know how the amount which is going to be realised wdll be 
spent. 

To make my position clear, Sir, I must say that the Ministry bas 
obtained a certain amount of popularity in the province, not by tbeir 
work but by int4*nsive propaganda based on communalism. Unfortu- 
nately for this country, the communal activities of the Ministers and 
their followers are doing the greatest disservice to the province as a 
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^ whole. Then, Sir. false statements are being- freelj" made which by 
virtue of their repetition would be taken by the people to be true. The 
Ministers in the course of their tours have said that they will improve 
the condition of the agriculturists, they will improve the condition of 
the people at large. They have not been able to keep their promises 
made in the past. Agriculture has not been improved; industries have 
not been improved; rivers and water cliannels have not been resuscitat- 
ed; but their failure to do these things has been attributed to shortness 
of funds. Sir, the Ministry must not conveniently forget that they 
started with a huge surplus of four (‘lores of rupees 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : How much P 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAJ In the first year of your 
Ministry you began with a surplu.s balance of four crores of rupet*s. 
What has the Ministry done with that hug(‘ surjdusP The\ have done 
nothing. The\ spent money on sc1h‘?U(‘s and measures wliich were not 
net*ded, and Mr. Abu Ilossain Surkei has given a full catalogue of 
those measures 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This time we wdil consult 
5’ou before spending the money; come and give us advici* 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, we have no confidence in 
the Ministiy and we cuiin(»t tiust the words of tin* Ministers, unless 
we are assured of the fact that the money to be realised will be H])ent 
for the good of the rural people. And therefore we cannot support 
this measure. 

Then, Sir, is there anv scheme of (jovernment for the ini])rov(‘ment 
of the nation-building dejiartments P No. During the period of four 
years, the Miiii'-tiN has met prepared any scheme; they have spent 
n*nrn‘.\ ha})hazardly without jireparing any scheme and on the last year, 
i.e.y the last year oi their re'‘gime th(‘y sa> that they are ]>reparing 
Bchemes and they recjuire money for that purpose. It is not that th(‘y 
reejuire money lor the nation-building dcjiartments. Th(‘y say that 
they arc preparing schemes for the iiation-huilding departments and 
they want the schemes to be put into operation. Their propaganda 
will be cairied to the villages, namely, tliat they are doing their best 
for the amelioration of the condilnm ol the mas.ses. As a matter of 
fac t, Sir, there is not the slightest Justification why we .should assent 
to a Bill like this. 

During the four years of their regime, has agriculture been improved 
to any extent whatsoever P No, agriculture has not been improved, 
industry has not been improved, primaiy education has not been 
improved and still an education cess has been imposed upon the people 
without a corresponding benefit to the people. 
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Then, Sir, malaria is creating havoc as it used to do before, and, 
there is no improvement in the condition of the malaria-stripken people, 
and there has been no improvement to any extent in this direction. 
Then there is no scheme for the resuscitation of the dying rivers, no 
scheme for the improvement of embankments. For a long time we 
have been crying hoarse for bettering the conditions of the embank- 
ments, but up till now nothing has been done in this direction. In the 
Midnapore district on account of non-improvement of embankments 
there has been a flood this year. In the district of Tippera, for the 
last four years we have been trying for the improvement of the 
embankments of the river Oumti, but nothing lias been done. This 
y(‘ar the condition of the country people is much worse than it was 
yireviously. In no respect has then* been an\ inijiKiveineiit. The only 
imjirovement is that the whole atmos})}iere of the <‘ountrvside has been 
vitiated with communalisra. Wherever you go — lie it the Hindu 
community or be it the Muslim communit\- they have all become 
communally-minded. If we cite instances and ^ive a catalogue of the 
misdeeds of this Ministry, they are sure to be condemned. On account 
of tile communalism which has been spread tliioughout the province 
by false propaganda a large amount of money has been spent by the 
Ministry, but no real work has been undertaken. This is the work 
which the Ministry has done during these four years for the populace 
of Bengal. In the speech delivered by the Ilon’ble Minister, he has 
not mentioned any scheme, because they have not prepared any so far. 

So, Sir, 1 submit that we cannot allow any taxes to be imjxised 
upon the populace of the <‘ountry. It is admitted, very frankly 
admitted, that this is a tax upon the poor people. Taxes have been 
imposed on the people by the tVmtral Goveniment as a result of which 
the [lostal rates and income-ta-x will increase. When the Finance Tax 
was imposed in Bengal it a as said that the money was necessary for 
the nation-building departments, but nothing has been done up till now. 
The (Vntrul Government have imposed the hinance Tax upon the 
people of India without the cons**nt of the people. It was characterised 
os a war measure. But here in Bengal it is not a war measure. 
People are being taxed but they are not getting any benefit out of that 
taxation. 

In th»‘ Act some gmids have been exempUnl from taxation, but 
there are other commodities of daily necessity, viz., clothes, spices, 
vegetiibles, fish, milk and meat, etc., which w’ill not be exempted. It 
is said that the necessaries of life should be exempted from taxation. 
Borne have been exempted but others have not been exempted. Con- 
sequently, the tax will fall upon the poor people. The Hon’ble 
Minister does not know the miserable economic condition of the poor 
people of Bengal. An administrator is he who knows the minds of 
the people. The Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Bill realljr 
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•does not know iiw inindfl of the jMJople. If he had known the real 
condition of tlie people, if he had known the minds of the masses, he 
would not have ventured to brin^^ forward a Bill like this. If there 
was any necessity for nioiiey, the zemindari system should have been 
done away with, and hy doin^ that, a hu^e sum of money could have 
been taken to the cotters of the Bengal Government. We demand that 
the zamindari system should be done away with without paying any 
compensation to the zamindar.s li the zamindari systtun were abo- 
lislied, few ]>eoj>ie would have been affected thereby, but by the imposi- 
tion ot this tax, a very large number of people, poor people, W’ill be 
affected Eloud ( oiiMniH.sioii has submitted its report and the Govern- 
meift. of Bengal have appointed an officer to enquire into the report of 
the Commission A lar^e amount ot money lias been spent on this 
ac<‘(uuit. I (h. not know' what will be the rejmrt of the person who has 
been appointed to report on the Floud Commission. Our demand is 
that the zeinindan ‘'\>trin should be abolislied and tb»‘ amount (if 
mone\ that will theieb\ <_’•» to the <*(dfers of the Government should be 
spent on the nat ion-l»u iblin^ acinitic'' of the jirovinet^ 

'rhi'' is not a n\easure whi( ii can he introduced during the war. If 
the zemindari svstem cannot he abolished during the war, this is not 
a measure which can he introduced now. The present Government 
are claiming themselves to lie prajti Infnts/us. I am sure the Hon’ble 
MiniNtcr does not knoM Bengal. I can tell the Ministers that they are 
not tr lends of the tenants, rather they are toes of the tenanti^. 
What are they actuall\ doing with the public money P They 
are touring throughout the province for the purpose of their 
own propaganda without doing any real good to the p(.*ople. They 
have got money at their disposal, and they are spending it for their 
personal benefit We claim tliat it is we who really represent the 
people, we have been elected by the people of Bengal. If the Govern- 
ment look to the persons who have come here witli the real votes of the 
people, they will see that those jiersons are not the supporters of thia 
Bill. I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to translate the Bill and the 
statement he has made into Bengali and circulate throughout the pro- 
vince through the union boards, let the opinion of the union lx)ards 
be taken, and lam sure the union Ixiards will vote against this Bill. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion that has been 
moved by my esteemed friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. 

Hr. R. M. SASSOON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, only recently we beard 
of the increase of 26 per cent, surcharge on our Income-tax and Super- 
tax, also increaaea in postal and telegraphic rates and the poor tax- 
payer of this province has hardly recovered from the shock, when he 
ie called upon to shoulder other burdens in the form of additional pro- 
vincial taxation. The question we now have to consider is whether new 
taxatian is at all justifiable. 
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Now, Sir, India is at war however much my Congress friends may 
object, and the provinces must rely upon the Central Government for 
the defence of India. The least, therefore, that might be expected of 
them is that they should not embarrass the C'entral Government in 
their task of financing the war effort. 

The Finance Meml)er in Delhi in introdncdng the Finance Bill 
recently in form (‘d ns that — 

(1) we are already committed to recurring expenditure of Rs. 16 

(Tores on account of expansion of DefeiUM* Forceps; 

(2) that we arc alreadv similarly committed to a cajutal expendi- 

ture of over Ks. dO crores which will presumably be spread 
over several years; and 

(d) that when more plant and materials are available considerable 
further expenditure may be expected. 

There can Ik‘ little doubt, therefore, that there will be further increases 
in taxation in the spring. So, the jiresent impoNition from the 
Centre is only a start and the tax-payer who is at the mercy of the 
Central Government, is certain to be called upon to bear much heavier 
burdens in the n(»ar future. Is it fair to expect him additionally to 
meet local taxation which may not be absolutely necessary! There is 
a limit to his capacity and his resources to-diiy may 1 m‘ compared with 
sand running dowm in an hour-glass. 

This, Sir, is the background in which we have to view the proposal 
for a Sale.s Tax by the Bengal Government. The tax-payer knows that 
he w'ill have to pay and ])ay very dearly for the expansion of India’s 
Defence Forces. Ilis first reaction to provincial taxation must therefore 
be, w’ill this help in the prosecution of the war and, if not, is it 
absolutely necessary? May I remind the Finance Minister that “God 
made time but man made haste”. Therefore, can this new taxation 
be postponed? Moreover, where is the end of this new taxation? We 
have a Bill for taxing petrol and now we have this Sales Tax. Will 
the Ilon’ble Minister state in the light of what he has said what 
further taxation he has in view? 

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons to this Bill no specific 
particulars are given us, and all we are told vaguely is that the addi- 
tional revenue from this tax is required for the purpose of financing 
further beneficent schemes for the economic improvement of Bengal I 
Now, Sir, what does this mean? This is surely not a time to embark 
upon new nation-buillding schemes however desirable, or even to expand 
existing nation-building activities. This is a time in whi(?h Provin- 
cial Governments as well as individuals must cut down their budgets 
and eliminate all expenditure which is not absolutely necessary. We 
are continually and daily reminded of this. Surely then we must be 
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Sonsistent and persistent that for the time being: we should set aside 
schemes for nation-building: which althougfh we all earnestly desire, 
should be made secondary to enable us to concentrate all our resources 
upon the successful prosecution ol the war, on the successful outcome 
of which depends the future existence not only of lleng:al but of India 
herself. 

If the Government can supply us with facts and figfures which 
clearly establish a budg:et deficit which niusl be balani'ed or if they 
can show us expenditure on schemes which is absolutely nec(‘ssary, 
then, of course, we must ag-ree to additional taxation. The Govern- 
ment^ have not, liowever, done this ami what are tlie facts and figures 
which are in our possession!*^ The lloirble Minister has referred to 
the deficit budgets of the last two years. If we examine the budg:et 
figures for tlic past three years for which figures are available, what 
do we find? 


19o7-d8. — Budget Estimates sIiowimI a surplus of 881)8 lakhs. The 
actuals were in fact 1 crore 17 lakhs. 

1988- 89. — Budgpt ]vtimat(‘s anticipated a deficit of Ilf)) lakhs, 

and the actuals .showed the figures as all square. 

1989- 49. — Budget E.^timato anticipated a loss ol 89 80 lakhs and 

this was rt‘vised subse(juentl y to 18 87 lakiis. 

But It is probable in view of increased revenue from jute export that 
the actual figures will show a surplus Will the ilon’ble Minister 
state if this is so or not ? 

Tliese figures show that on a normal budget there is no necessity 
for additional taxation. The revenue position lias in fact been quite 
satisfactory. The Government have not supplied us with facts and 
figures for 1940-41. We are starting with an estimated deficit of 
Es. 67 lakh^, but we also started witli estimated deficits in 1988-89 and 
1939-40 and they have not, we believe, been realised. Now, Sir, thexe 
has been certain additional unbudgeted expenditure, and my party 
would like to draw attention to the sum of about Es. 30 lakhs which 
has been spent on a new service, i.e., purchase of jute without the 
Legislature being consulted. Quite possibly other unbudgeted sums 
may have been spent in other directions. This, Sir, is a departure from 
the canons of finance which my party consider extremely dangerous, 
and before we can come to a decision on the proposed taxation, we 
must have an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister (1) that there will 
be no further expenditure of this type without previous consultation of 
the Legislature, and (2) that neither the proceeds of this tax nor the 
general revenues will be used in the future for schemes for the pur- 
chase of jute. These schemes must be separately financed and must be 
self-supporting . 
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1 have shown that up to this year the revenue position has been 
satisfactory and that on a normal budget there is no necessity for addi- 
tional taxation. 1 would like, however, to draw attention to the 
position of the provincial balances which have been seriously depleted. 
In 19^i7-'J8 the province had 1 crore 36 lakhs as a closing balance and 
in addition 12 lakhs in the Famine Insurance Fund, 3833 lakhs worth 
• of Securities and 85 lakhs invested in Treasury Bills. At the end of 
1940-41 , ac'cording to the budget estimates, the closing balance will be 
72 lakhs and outside of that there is only the 12 lakhs in the Famine 
Insurance Fund and the 38 lakhs worth of Securities. The 85 lakhs 
invested in Treasury Bills have disappeared. It is obvious that this 
depletion has not been due. to revenue deficits and that it has been due 
to operations outside of revenue account, in fact, mainly due to loans 
and advances to agriculturists. I may note here that at the end of 
1938-39, there was about 61 lakhs outstanding on account of these 
loans. May we know bow much of the outstandings were collected 
and also the position for 1939-40 i" These loans may be necessary, but 
it is essential in the <»pinion of my party that the slender provincial 
balance.s should not be depleted by them. They sliould be financed out 
of capital, not out of revenue balances, and 1 call upon the Hon’ble 
Minister to give us an assurance that in future he will not draw upon 
the revenue balances on acrount of the.se loans, but will finance them 
out of capital raised for that purpose which, after all, is the only 
sound method of financing such operations. 

Sir, 1 liave drawn attention to the necessity of retrenchment. This 
is the time in which we must keep a watchful eye on all expenditure 
and cut it down as far us possible, and I welcome the llon’ble Minister’s 
assurance on this point. This province was singularly lucky in that 
the present Government started with a clean slate. 

My experience of the Public Accounts C'^mmittee has shown me 
that there have' been recently numerous cases of wasteful expenditure. 
Government have a Standing Finance Committee of which, I believe, 
I have the ln)nour of being a member, but this Committee has never 
iK'en called upon to function. I would like to hear from the Hon’ble 
Minister the reason for this and we should like to have his assurance 
that in future the Standing Committee will function and that all 
expenditure on nation-building schemes will be approved by this Com- 
mittee before they are put into operation. 

My party do not propose to oppose the reference of this Bill to a 
Select Committee, but we consider that the necessity for this tax baa 
not been established, and we reserve the right to oppose this Bill in 
its later stages, if we do not receive from the Hon’ble Minister the 
assurances for which I have asked. 

As to the tax itself, the details will require very careful eonsi^ra- 
tion and there are many points which our party wish to see altnwd in 
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> Select Cbmmittee. One point I must men tion-^-OoTern meat took the 
opinion of commercial bodies on a 1 per cent, tax estimated to yield 
Rs. 1 crore. Having? done so, they without any explanation propotie 
a tax at 2 per cent, with power to them to increase the rate to 3 p^ 
cent. We hope the Ilon’ble Minister will give us some explanation. 
So, we consider that the rate of the tax should be not more than 1 per 
cent, and we* do not think that Government should have any power to 
change the rate at will. 

Finally I would repeat the points about which we re<iuire an 
assurance. They are — 

/I) that there will be no further unauthorised expenditure on ne# 
services without consultation of the Legislature; 

(2) that neither the proceeds of additional taxation nor the general 

revenues will he u.st^d for schemes for the financing or 
purchase of jute; 

(3) that loans and advanc'es to cultivators and Co-operative Banks 

will be financed out of capital raised for that purpose; and 
lastly ^ 

(4) that the Standing Finance Committee will function and that 

ail expenditure on nation-building* schemes will be first 
approved by this Committee. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA88 GUPTA : ^ 

^ ^ I Hon hie Mr. 

Huhrawardy d fTOTC^ ^ 51 ^^ I 

f csinr ^ 

cTtnr i d tj^ c*fui? yr^rdPir 

o<rc^ ftesBT ^ ewe^ SJcti df iitGi 

mm «RT d mm trnrt^R cm m fyfw 

feft fN c^ itiT f hr wf i cstc^ wvm 

m cm, (d ^ entpj 

cm ^ mev mdtsm ^i?pnr m i cxrtf mm 

‘•fiWTraCT ^WCf TOTEI?^ d WfH TTW wwT wT TTCt^ tlW^R TfR 
^ I m w* CT siTT c9Tctc? 

^Ira tfcflw’f call's *ifn ^ i >a^ uW'W'e *iw ct 4^ 

’iwf cvm *n c?tra' 4Pwei h^hik oow ^ipi i ’ifV 5WfMf <A 
ftf *iw =fftw owft tw nm w (diaopri («wit #r ^ ct c»w 
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^ ^»fTrS? ^ l) C? ^ C5tCTO? 

froi^ ?rf^^ c^PKi f^; ^ 

cil itci <4^ 5^ TOi ^Rr^Fft i 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. H. S. 8 UHRAWARDY : tti ^ ^ I 

SrIJui NARENDRA NATH OA88 GUPTA : ^ 

citr^rr^p >4^ c^ tax ?prf^ SfEr® ^ i 'SR7t‘ feTir| 

C*rQTl I ^ i|5H^ ^TR f?R1 Wlf% ^ 5rR ^ 

C^, ^ tn I ^ (?T^ 

c=iFfr^ ^ <4T<?fi ^1% Tft ^ I <4^ fro (TfD5^ 5r5^ 5^^ 
tftuff^ Tjfft ?tfrf c^ I itrs^ '4^ war f% re? ?i ^ 

(7T ?t^ I ^3t?l Tf^r Iff?:? IftR f^tc? ??r^ “ft*?! ?ts l" 

#!n '^CH^ csrt? TOR, (RtflH wit? tor 4T? fV ■a^Rt? f??^ ?*?t? 

C^'^rf^TTO (R ^'TRt? f^tFTO^ Y?TOR TOT ?e? ?t?r?R 

Tfroi feRFI TOfR TO TOR:^ I ?tN^ . War4? K ^ ' C^ I 

tpan «rf?TOr ?TOit rR:^ TOr^ ^t:ir ^sro? i to^ war tax 

TO? n ?1 tax4? TOftm CTO^ I 

<4^ TOrtR? froriRt? 4? tr^tf?3 tax ipTr?? ^ 

fro I wt:?? Tot tot fro i ?? cfc? to to 

C?rRn5?^ 4^ t ax ^ f% ?1 I 4^ f%? f??F fe? f?TOP? f%1? 

CTOr^ TO I Nation-building Department ?TOi CTOT TO TORI TOTT?? 

C5tni SfS I fro IftTOrot Nation-buUding Department cTO? C?^ 
4TO? Communal-building Department. ( A member from the coali- 
tion PARTY : 4TO? TOF fi^-TOTO I ) 4TOR TO^ 
froWTR? ?ffvi(S\6 TOTOt TOT I TOTO? Finance Minister fTORTITO 4? tax 
collect c^lc'^ ^t?n 5T? '?t? '®rt*ftTr 5c? ^ r.?tf]' i^t<pi i f^5f? 

TOIR ftllR&H 4^ ^ C^ t??n TO; TO?t? TOT \5R scheme Hi ir? 
t51 CTO? ^i? TOt? RTOT? TR To To ?1 I fTORf 3t?l bif? ?9i TO TO 
TO I ?ft HTOR CTOCtp TO'^t R?#l fro ?T 3 I Scheme nfw ^ 

TR ?R1 5C? mCd^ v^C®1 TRi 5T? I ?J S^M T*T?P 5 S-C 4^ 

tax TOR TO? TOD , Sit’, 4?: toIto I 4TO TO 

TTRi^ tax TOftnr c? ^ R?n irfir® ?i?, c?^i f% iiitc^ 

TO? ? C?^ ??Rt ?rfe I 4? ^TR? %TO? CTOT tffeTORH ?Tfe 

TO I %1 ?^TO? TOTOTO TOJftftTO? f^ C?tTOf CTOC^, 

Itn TOTOr? Tltferl^cfr?! custody CTO^ AMur Rtishid ^5TO^>lr? ^tf^CH fTO 
jute propaganda? TO C?Tr$ Shirajgong4 ?Tfk?rf?, TO? TSlf? 4^ <1 TO 
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fit? ^RT Abdur Raahid^^ propagandist ?3#t I 

^ ^ I Tuft anrH^r ?rnr 

*f4^N ^ (x\^ f^njr^ I anft aj^t*^ i #i ^tPr c*rrif 

aRTT ?ni— 

“?rf^ irf^ P^s *Tr^ 1 r 
E lection art'Sf^ ^^pTHT ^ 

%t*f ^Pfu5 -5rR][:3 

tprj s^tPr^ 

Pr^^fer <t%?r ^3^ m\ 

Pir^< ait? ^^^n^sTc? -jsi '®rtan cftGic^ i •4^ 

\0 ^TtWt? &W? C?i*t ait? ^f?<H ^T? ^fC.^ arfai C?f^^tf? ttvx 

Pc'o TC? I 'sit? kO iJt'^f? ?i *ri rS?^ \i)tc^ 

tax ifr? I c?5t? ^ caft^^tTiR:? c^ -#!? ('TfW-nft? rw? 

f?'iPt 4C? 'sSTr^tC^ 'if? taX'i)? ?t51 F^tT? 0 I 3T?^ 

taxjq? <tf?a[t«t 2 per cent. ^ C^TtCTO I -4^ 2 per cent. 

3 per cont.CS (TtTS ^1\V( I "3^^? Car aprg (Ji^der ?rc^ 

3T?1 registered dealer^? Pr^ arfst c?R?T? apsni tax 3tUf? 

TC? I arf^ art?! prsft ?Rt? ^ r? caj ;.0 5W? 
arfffT f?lPl3 (TtnrCW 3R 3tr^ tax PT3 ?T? I appr^^ ^ Ij^x (Tf 

^ijaRt? fro ^Cann? CaT?“ tax ltr?r ■srt?f? TT? I 2 per cent, tax 4 

per cent.i] TC? I 

Tha Hon’bit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y : an 31 pT3 ?T? ^ ] 

sjtC^ ^^?T? ^ tax pnC3 51? I 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH 0A8 GUPTA : 3t?^ ^ iia^l arerf? 

aF?l I Honest merchant c?? f?C*f? C^4t??rc^ 53? I ?J??t#) arf^ 

ftaftC? C^?3? 'ijap’ ?S?C? 3t? 5TWf? &t?*l? art? f?iPt 53? 

3??^ 3tC?^ Registerii? '®ftfaPC? 53?, ^t?n CRi -53? I 

vil?^ 6 ?t?l '®R?tr? licence c?C? ^ ?T??t? C?ir§ ?tr3^ I 33p? 3t? 

Tt??t? gftnr ?T?r3 53? 1 f?3?? ?t?t? arr?T car^ ?-vft^ ?rT3(? i (A 

MEHBEB FBOM THE COAUTION TARTV : ?^31 C?? 3t3?l C5t3W^ I ) il^ C? "^rt^ 
C5t35^ ^33 ?? ?4Cil? ?rTC^ >il?* fw] ’a??f??131 C?T? I 3t?^ 

y$li ?r?t? C? SCHf?! 31 f%tr?^ TT’^^ S ?Tf53 C5T33 <1T3? C? 

3f? f?35r? C?T3?3RI ^ ij?f&l 4«fl f3f? C?tC?C^H taxsfj? ’^^331 
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^ cfTQin offcicf c^fsR i fw ftwi 

0^ I ^ tax ^ ^fil 

CEtCI^ ^rfiRtiJ iOT I ^ lf7 >)f5’4M C^ Sg1% 

’Wl ^ ^ ^ ^ C^ 

I f¥% cronn ^ c^ tor 

^ S^ tax CTOTOpf (7Ff5 ^ItTOI ? ^ ^ ^ ^ 

fiF CRJ ? CTO ^<41 (R^ I v5tl?$=5 ^1^ C^ 

W tpRRT^R ^ I TOl^ ^vn c^ tax (TTQ^ 

C5tnn:^ (R? ^t’lrc"^ tax ^bh^ extern. i (R ^stTOR tax fror 

<il^ C^tt^RR ^sftr*TRR TOI ®5lr^ ^5U^ 501 f^R (R^ ^StTOR tax ^[t^ 

^ppt^t C*r<3?l I licenceiij^ ^c,<i4lE 6t^1 

fku^ ^ ftronr 2 to 6 per cent, tax ^'Q‘4 y ,<lJ 
IRI ^ItC'R CTOT I5RI f^TTOR TOR vStUR^ C'RR^fT’TR^ 

<il^ 'oMlt.4^ CHIcv^pc^ I '^R tax c^Hc^iJ C51 '^C»i4 6i^i 

^B[R^ — (Ri?l C5'fC6»ii *MS4R ^tWtR I (R 

TORf i^l C^ I 1%^ fV ^RC^t ^Rl (Rt fir^ (RU5 

^ ^ ^ ^TTORt pRi? I tpm^ (Tfr*R ^fstt 

^ TO ^ 5Rftp*Mt I ^ ^ (RT^ 

^TTOR TO X (R# (RR ^0 <R# iW^9 yTRt^ #f jf% ^flR ^0 
c^tlP ^tro tax (TrQ?t? (Rt^fT^ W51 <i TCI 

^’r5 ^STcr^RT taxation ^sitTO support (Rt^ I 

fro C!f*l*tR (R WtfirHT (RU5 bC^ic.^ ^R* 

W^ (RT?RR ^vf^T-stCRR CTO^ TO^ ’tTC^ R1 Rl TO^ R1 

^5tr® *ffirSfUR RRRT TOoR^Q (RRITR "ffc^ tf&R ^5tC*R 
<4lc,^^kR iHCHfro RRR CRRIR I 'ilR* (ilR ^o1 RR^f R^jR'O Cf^O’ 

^«t5trR TO I RfR 5RTO5T ^ tpRtWR 

TOR TO§ TO ^ TO TO TO CTOR RITO ^ (RlR TO^f ^im, 

’HtClJ I ^ ^ TCTOR Vtfir!l ^WR v|ti:T, ^^tTSTO f%fR 

giR ^">1 TOf 'll? tpvR ftR ^irftro tpsTlTO toh iiitci 
« fRRt<TC*R TOTO tpfICiR WRT RTTO TOWR TOH I 

Mfi AHMEO HOSAINS Sir, I rise to oppose the motion for 
oireulation and to accord my support, though not unstinted, to the 
Bill. The reason why I am not able to acoord my unqualified support 
is that the proposed tax is likely to filter down to quarters where it may 
prove the last straw on the camel’s hack. However slight the 
incidence, it certainly is not desirable that the poorer Sections of our 
pfiople should be ^xed. But, Sir, there is one r^eaming feature, and 
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I that is that goods which will pass through unregistered shops will not 
be taxed and thereby the people who will buy in these shops will 
escape taxation. Another redeeming feature is that those people who 
have got a very low standard of living will be^ir very little of this 
taxation whereas those people who have got a higher standard of living, 
namely, the middle and higher classes will piiy much of this tax. So 
in view of tliese features I support the Bill. 

Sir, I welcome taxation, I weltMune taxation unlike im»st of the 
members of this House who would feign hope to see Hadhu dance but 
will refuse to burn the ie(iuisite amount of oil. 1 am not a man of 
that type. I welcome taxation when it is thoiough and not half- 
hearted, when it is likely t-o add substantially to the public excheijuer, 
when it touches only the jKickets of those who are able to pay and when 
it is scrupulously and etxmomically applied to nation-building activities. 

In a representative and responsible Government exchequer money is 
public moiie\. Certainly it should be the endeavour of the public to 
enrich the exchequer and by all means to supplement a depleted one 
without touching tho.se who cannot bear. We had it from the Finance 
Minister at the time of the budget that unlike smaller deficits of the 
previous \ears w^ will be faced witli a big one this year and Govern- 
ment will have to take steps to make good the depleted finances. At 
that time, we heard cries of opposition, and, strangely enough, the 
loudest cries ciime from the representatives of the richer and abler 
sections of the people. We have got to shake off this fname of mind 
and l>e ready to make all sacrifices for the uplift of the poorer classes 
and the oouiitry as a whole by laying ungrudgingly to the public 
exchequer. This House is the custodian of the pockets of the people, 
no doubt, hut it is also the custodian of the public and the destinies 
and welfare of the jjeople as a whole. 

Sir, I expected the Finance Minister to bring before this House a 
Bill taxing the unearned income which a section of the people of this 
country- derive and enjoy by sheer luck and chance. Sir, the Floud 
Commission Report recommending the abolition of permanent settle- 
ment and abolition of intermediary rights in land may, if given effect 
to, add crores to the exchequer. This step may involve time, but, 
Sir, that Commission also recommended thot the Government can at 
once proceed to tax the agricultural income and the unearned int oine of 
the province. I would like to see the Government at the earliest 
possible opportunity coming before this House with a Bill giving effect 
to those recommendations. 

Lastly, Sir, I would like to see the Government resort to all sorts 
of retrenchment — all possible curtailment — of expenditure in every 
department under it. Sir, the Government would perhaps say that , 
they have effected some retrenchment. But that is not enough and 
that is not all. There is much scc^ for retrenchment. In a poor 
country like Bengal^ offipers cannot and should not have as their 
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fialaries and emoluments thousands of rupees per month each. They 
are public servants but their masters, the public, cannot get two 
square meals a day and they liave to put on tattered cloth. So, Govern- 
ment should have all sorts of retrenchment in all directions. Sir, with 
these few words, 1 8upp<jrt the motion for Select Committee where the 
angularities of the Bill cmui sufficiently be n)unded off, and I oppose the 
motion for circulation. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as usual 
in a bad <*ase, the Ilon’ble Finance Minister prefaces his argument by 
a very chetip villification flung at our face. Sir, he hurled on us jokes, 
but the onl> repl.> to that joke is that probably in the ver\ near future 
that joke will prove to be too costly. 

Sir, 1 have tried to find out, from the brief Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, supplemented by the bigger printed statement which has 
been circulated to us, as to whether the Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
been able to make out any case for a fresh taxation at the present 
condition of our province. 

Sir, in the first place, he has made out an argument of deficit. 
Well, the argument of deficit is not the fiiml word because, as we liave 
pointed out from this side of the House at e\erv Budget Session, the 
salaries at the top are capable of immediate ret reiK'hment ]>y all inejins, 
and if that is not possible, 1 would invite the llon’ble Finance Minister 
and appeal to him that before he goO'* down to the last rung of the 
ladder by bringing in general taxation, he ought to have taken 
ooumge in both hands to impose taxation upon people who have got 
infinite resources at their dis|H)s4d. 1 am extremely grateful to my 
friend, Mr. Ahme<l Ilosaiii, who has just preceded me, when he referred 
to the desirability <if imj)osmg agricultural income-tax. But I expected 
him alvHo to follow up his own arguments, when dibit ing on the 
question of retrenchment, by goading this Government to impose 
taxation ui>on the fat-salaried people. After all, if money is necessary 
— and money is available — there are people who are not only rich by 
the sufferance of society, but there are also people who are getting 
rich by the sufferance of Government, an<l it is up to the Government 
to axe tho.se S4\laries or to tax those .sjilaries in order to have bountiful 
crop of fiimnce in the hands of Government. Once that is done, it will 
l>e time for the Finance Minister to o(^me and s^iy : “Even after bixing 
these rich people, even after taxing these fat -salaried people, here are 
concrete schemes which are starved on account of want of funds.** 
Then, it will he time for the House to consider, in view of the fact 
that the Government have tried a legitimate length in other directions 
and in view oi the emergency of the schepies placed before the House, 
the proposal for new taxation serioualy. 
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Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Keasoiis, which is an Appendix 
to the Bill which has been circulated, it has been said that there is a 
want of funds and that there is plenitude of schemes and in order to 
finance those schemes money is necessary. Sir, I do not know whether 
the House followed his otlier observations in the course of his speech 
this evening, but 1 heard him 84iy that he would rather not spend these 
sums ol money on concrete schemes and that he would ratlier have a 
large reserve fund and retain a i>ortion of this tax in the (X)fi’er8 of 
Government. 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I did not s«iy that. I 
said, that 1 would rather not misspend than spend on schemes. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Let him consult the 
reporters. He siiid that he would rather keep the money in the ('offers 
of Government as a reserve than spend money on schemes. That is a 
very alarming feature Ijeiau-^e it has alrcxidy been pointed out by 
members on this side ol tin* Hou'>e that througlioiit the golden resources 
of this province have been utilised not for constructive scliemes but 
under the specious plea <d i*onstructi\e sohenies for pur]>oses of 
furtherance ot personal and jKirty piitronage. It is an open secret not 
only in the province of Bengal; it is w’rit large in tlie face of thin 
count] \ that the present Government w’hich started with the l>e8t 
auspices so far as finance is concerneil have giadually frittered away 
tliP'-e resources tor j)ett\ personal and favourite schemes in their 
personal (onstituencies. So far as the members of the (smlition Party 
ore conceTiied. tliev liave not been so fortunate and the Ministers whom 
they are supporting have oil got their personal and favourite scheme® 
and the> are always bK)kiiig 4it their future. The\ are driving the 
Coalition l\‘irty, they are guiding the Coalitirm Party, to samdion all 
these schemes which ultimatclx h.-nc only one end in view, namely, 
the benefit of the Ministers themselves, ami the Members of the 
Co4ilition Party have not been equally fortunate. Some of them 
prolnibly get the sunshine more eosily and more nearly, wdiile other® 
are remaining in the dark. But, Sir, it is time for my friends of the 
Coalition Part\ to realise the whole position and to realise the extreme 
responsibility which they slioulder to-day in supporting a pernicioti® 
Bill of this description. I know'. Sir, that it is certainly necessiiry for 
the Ministers to have some resonnes becau.se the new^ election is ooraing 
end the Ministers will have with added resources flie advantage of 
using the money in their constituencies. But I would appeal to my 
friends of the Coalition Party who are supporting these Ministers to 
consider whether they will be able to answer their electorates when 
they are going to support a Bill of this description to-day. Sir, what 
is the condition of the peasants io-day? Are we taxing onv vacuum 
or am we taxing the resources of concrete human beings? To-day in 
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tile year 1940 more than hall of Bengal has lost paddy because of the 4 
failure of rains. On account of want of rains in time there could not 
be a good crop and, Sir, the whole province of Bengal is groaning 
under the burden of uneconomic jute pro<luction. At a time when the 
province was expecting more relief from this Government, they are 
replying to the appeal for relief by hurling this Bill which will add 
penury to their [mverty. The fundamental principle of all taxation is 
that the resources have to be taxed, but here a new implication of 
taxation is being introduced. The poverty which the Bengal Govern- 
ment was to liave removed and which the Bengal Government have 
tailed to remove, is being sought to be made more unbearable by this 
additional taxation. 

Sir, tacts and figures have been given by my friends on this side of 
the House, and a very strong case has been made j)ut against this Bill. 

I would therefore appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister not to 
rush thrx)iigli this Bill, hut to stop and considei' whether the province 
as a whole is to-day in a jM)sition to welcome this Bill and to pay 
further taxes in addition to what they are actually pacing. There is 
also another danger in having a taxation proposal like this. Yesterday, 
this House discussed the Motor Spirit Taxation Bill. We could 
understand that tax because we knew that the eomparatively wealthy 
section of the people would be taxed, and that the money which would 
be obtained by that taxation would he spent for a concrete purpose; but 
here a general taxation proposed is made. Money is sought not for 
nation-building departments, but by nation-bleeding processes; also we 
do not know why Jind how this money is to he spent. It may be a 
simple matter for the Ministry, but it is far too serious for the province 
as a whole. And my suspicion is that this reserve fund, this extra 
money which is being sought by the Ministry will not really be spent 
for actual nation-biiilding punmses. My suspicion is that regard being 
had to the facts in the Iwickground that when the foreigners’ war 
roquires money in India, Bengal has not been very much responsive 
in the matter oif volunUiry wntributions to the war funds, the Bengal 
J^inistry will also pounce upon this extra fund in order to meet the war 
Requirements of their white masters. And it is very easy to spend 
wtually for war purposes on the specious pK»a of some nation-building 
department. Ixx)king at the matter from all points of view, this Bill 
will go not as a Finance Bill but as the Bengal Furnace Bill, and if 
fhis tyrannical Bill is passed into law, it would far from doing good to 

people place Bengal in a furnace of revolution. 


Mft !• Dt dALANs Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in 
introducing the Bill gave a long list of nation-building activities. Any 
•ne with a grain of common sense oan produce a longer list of naiioii- 
building activities: for nation-building activities you can even )>ipeii4 
Be. 50 oiwesmnd you will noi^hnd an end Wf it. You can ask f4f vof 





ctovsmmBNi? bim.. 


' m 


•amotint for nation-build inj;^ activities, and I shall provide you with a 
list as to how you will spend that ainoiinl. The whole question is as 
to whether the present is the proper time for iiitroduoinfr a taxation 
Bill of this nature which will have a very serious repenuission on the 
trade and commerce of this proviiH‘e. If the Uairhle the Finance 
Minister has not been able to devise any other form of taxation in 
order to improve the economic condition of tliis province. 1 shall say 
that the department is sufferin^»- from bankruptcy of ideas afol imatriua- 
tion, and the Hon’hle the Finaiu'e Minister does not deserve to hold the 
portfolio whieh he is holdinjj: to-day. The Tlon‘l)le the Finam e Minister 
ought to have realised tlie extraordinary limes througli which we an‘ 
passing to-day. He ought t(» have realised th(‘ heavy burden of taxa- 
tion with which the poor and the rich alike are h(‘ing burdeiu'd to-day. 
The j)revions speakers liave alrtsuly allndcd to the increase in the postal 
rates, the increase in the railway rates, the increase in imome-tax, etc., 
whieh have already tak(*n phn e. I'here will be otln^r iin*reases in the 
near future for war purposes. Whether we like it or not, whetlier we 
are a party to tliis war or not, these taxations are bound to come and 
the public lias got to bear the brunt of it. 

The (liovcrnnicnt ought to realist* that (ui act'ount of want of 
shipping facilities, on account of want of fresh markets, the prieeB 
of agricultural produce are very low at present, and there is no knowing 
how long this slump in prices is going to continue. This means that 
the purchasing capacity of the cultivators lias become very low, and 
there is no kntiwing how’ long this purchasing capacity will continue 
to be low. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Does the honourable 
member know the prices of paddy and wheat at the present timeJ' 

Mr. I. D. JALAN. Yes, T do. But what about the price of jute. 
The Hon^ble the Finance Minister ought to know that jute is the 
principal money crop of Bengal; that is more important than the price 
of paddy. 

Now, Sir, the Hon’hle the Finance Minister ought to know that, so 
far as the merchants are concerned, they are overburdened with taxa- 
tion, and it is impo.ssihle to go on in thifl way in this province. The 
Hon’hle the Finance Minister must have realised not only from the 
experience of others but from his own personal experience the depreda- 
tions of the Income-tax Department. He ought to know from all sourC/ee 
as to how embarrassed the mercantile idasses are feeling and now all 
on a sudden you are trying to burden them with this heavy taxation 
of 2 per cent, aa sales tax, and for what purpose? I would have 
underwood the .necessity for this tax had it been for a great a^taetiwplm 
wiitoit was going to overtake the pfovinoa, hut I cannot understand why 
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for the normal activities of the province such a taxation is resorted ^ 
to. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister ought to realise that it will 
drive away trade from this province, and in support of my argument 
I am giving one concrete instance. You have exempted the small 
traders having a turnover of less than Rs. 20,000 from the operations 
of this Rill. A person who does not sell more than Rs. 20,000 worth 
of goods in a particular year cannot hecojiie a registered dealer under 
the provisions of this Act. Jf he goes to a wludesale merchant in this 
province, he will have to pay 2 per cent, as tax and that tax he will 
try to pass over to the (‘onsumer, hut why should lie go to a person in 
[Bengali Wliy should he not go to a person in Assam, Bihar or Orissa 
— the adjoining provinces — and pundiase his goods there? He will not 
have to pay 2 per cent, tax there. He can then sell his goods in Bengal 
at 2 per cent. less. In this way the wholesale trade of Bengal is hound 
to he seriously affected he<*au8e after all it is the smaller dealer w'ho 
ultimately reaches the consumer and they can evade the A('t by making 
purchases outside the province. In order to remedy this situation, 
every person who sells goods will have to be made liable for taxation. 
If that be so, you will find that the tax is impossible of being 
conveniently levied. What is the remedy? There is none, because it 
is a lax affecting one particular jirovince. You cannot su,\ tbal the 
goods wiiich arc l>eing sold in this province cannot b(‘ found idsewhere 
in India. Take for instan<*e piece-goods. In Bihar tlien* are reutres 
in vvhicli j)iece-goods from Ahmedalmd and Bombay are s(*ld practically 
at the same prices at wiiich the goods are sold at ('ulcutta. Why 
should a jiersoii not go to Bihar to punimse his goods there? I am 
talking of unregistered dealers. Why sliould not the large consumers 
even take the t rouble of going to the adjiuiiing ])rovin(‘es to jiunhase 
goods at 2 jier ('ent. less? Again, suppose both you and 1 are business- 
men. My turnover is, say, Rs. 21,000, and your turnover is, .say, 
Rs. 19,000. 1 am a jiersoii who is liable to pay this tax, hut you are 

not. <^ou can cell goods in the market at 2 per cent, less, having 
puniiased it outside the province, hut T have got to pay the tax, so 
I sell goods at a 2 per cent, higher rate. How' can huMiiess then go 
on? This, 1 think, is a very serious situation whiiii should receive 
careful considi'ration of the Ooverument. (Government should consider 
how' far this Act is going to affect the interests of trade and commeree 
in tills province. Take another instance — the commission agents in 
Calcutta. Here is a wholesale dealer. In 80 per I'ent. of the cases, 
the deal takes plaee between the wholesale dealer and the commission 
agent. According to the definition of the dealer.” a commission agent 
does not come within its scope. He cannot he a registered dealer. He 
does not sell goods. He simply supplies them. Suppose the wholesale 
dealer sells goods worth Rs, 10 lakhs to a eommissioii agent. He will 
then have to pay Rs. 20,000 as sales tax, because it is a sale to an 
nnregisteilid dealer. The commission agent may supply them to 
persons olltside Bengal. He has got to charge this tax even from 
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^uch persons. Wliy persons from other provinces would purchase in 
Bengal? If the commission agent supplies them to persons in Bengal, 
he has to pass on the tax to siieh dealers and such dealers will have 
to pay tax even when they are registered. ITow are you going to settle 
the incidence of taxation in such cases? So far as this measure is 
concerned, it is full of difficulties and if you go deep into the matter, 
you will see that the object of the Bill is very difficult to achi^'ve. I 
understand that an atenij)t was made in Bombay but that attempt 
failed. I am not quite sure of this, but 1 am t>nly saying what T have 
heard from (ertain mercliants working in that province. 

You say further that ofice a business is taxed, it will be taxed 
for three years consecutively. Suppose a businessman is taxed for the 
year in which his annual turnover has been more than Hs. and 

suppose the next year his turnover has been Bs. H),()0(). 1 do not 

know on what basis of justice and e(|uit> can the (lovernment say that 
he will have to j)ay the same tax as he ]>aid in the ])revious year, wliile 
an unregist(*re(l dealer who is his neighbour having the same turnover 
wdll not have to pay the tax. 

Again, by this ttix you are going to saddb‘ a merchant W’hc> sells 
commodities worth even Ks. r»,()()(| with the liability of keeping aecoinits 
— an overhead liability which it is difficult ior him to hear. You will 
see that there are many small deabu’s selling goods worth Hs 0,1)00 or, 
say, Hs. 10,000, w'ho have got not a single servant in th(*ir shops. \Vc 
know of cloth mercliants, who with an annual turnover of Hs. ^.'5,000 
have not engagt'd a single servant in theii shops in order to kciqi the 
establishment ( liarge low . Now. in order to keep the a<*counts of 
sales as reijuired by this Bill, they will liave to engage an accountant 
jiaying at lea^l !{•>. 20 a month. 

The next point is this, that the dealers have at jiresent to dance 
attendance upon the Income-tax offi< ers day in and day out. They 
have to feel tii<^ depredations id that department. They will also have 
to dance attendance now on the (’ommissioner of (’ommendal I'axes and 
his subordinate officials from day to day. 

Another thing is that if a man sells goods worth a little over 
Ks. 20,000, he will have to de])o.sit Hs. 400 us soon as he files the return. 
There is no question of imstalments. If, over and above that, (jovern- 
meiit raises the tax, as it is within its jaiwer to do so, to 4 per cent., 
in that case he will have to pay more. May I ask, does a (doth 
merchant selling goods wmrth K.s. 20,000 earn more than lls. 1,000 as 
gross profits? ^iow, how is the tax to be charged? If the dealer 
charges it as a profit, he may lx* liable to income-tax. There is no 
specific provision in the Bill under which the dealer is entitled to charge 
it as a tax; he has to charge it as a profii. If that be the situation^ 
ibea it would be more difficult from the point of view of income-tax. 
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Sir, these are some of the difficulties which are there, and tho 
OoTernment ought to realise that the present time is not at all 
opportune to levy a tax of this nature upon the consumers. There is 
no such tax in Assam, Bihar and Orissa which are on the border lines 
of Bengal. If this tax is imposed here, the result would be that the 
consumers will feel inclined to make their purchases from the adjoin- 
ing provinces where they will get things cheaper. Even the retail 
dealers will suffer as a result of this laxulion of 2 p)er cent, which is 
being levied. If this is the position, then how is the ]>rovin(*e to fare 
better from this tax? So far as this Bill is concerned, it is being 
introduced at a time when it was tlie le.)‘'t desirable. Moreover, the 
rate of taxation is very higli and tin* provj.sions of the taxation are also 
very hud. If you W'ant allowance for a bad debt, then tlui books of 
a(!countH W’ill have to be audited b\ a (jualitied aiiditoi-. Bui even the 
In(M)nie-Tax Department does m.t say that >ou >liould get your books of 
accounts audited by a (|Ualitied auditor; \ou have got siinj)ly to show^ 
that you have made efforts to realise tlie did)t. Sir. if you analyse every 
item of it you will find that it is full of difficulties I am s])eaking 
from my own personal knowdedge becaiist* it is ni\ community wdiich 
knows the intricacies and difficulties of su(h taxation. T know that if 
Government insist, the Bill is sure to he passed. But I would request 
the Hon’lde Finance Minister to realise the difiieullies of small traders. 
Sir, that is all that I have got to say. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must 
admire the boldness of the HoiFble Finance Minister in introducing 
this Taxation Bill at a time wrhen Bengal is on the verge of starvation 
and at a time w’hen famine is staring the province in the face. 

Sir, I will not refer to the opening paragraph of the .speech of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. I may characterise it as simply childish. 

Sir, apart from the statement just delivered to us, 1 cannot resist 
the temptation of reading out several sentences from the Statement of 
Objects and Reasohs of this Bill. “The present resources of the 
Government of Bengal are not sufficient to enable them to maintain 
the natural development of the programme of nation-building activities 
already in progress.” “Nation-building activities” — this is a very 
elastic and vague term. May 1 ask the Hon’ble Finance Finister to 
pause and ponder over the present financial crisis of Bengal and to say, 
what it is due to? Sir, if there is any problem in Bengal which 
requires any solution at all, it is the burning problem of jute, and it 
requires solution hy the Government. 8ir, can the Hon’ble Finance 
deny that there is no market for the sale of juteP In my 
eubdivision, I can say without any fear of contradiction, that jute is 
now selling at Rs. 2 a maund aivd the price -may go down further in 
Injure. , . 
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Sir, the Hon^ble Finance Minister has just come to us holding out 
the hope that in the course of one year, he would ameliorate the condi- 
tion of the poor. But what is the actual state of things to-day After 
the partial failure of anum crop in the province, the agriculturists of 
Bengal are now living on one meal a day. 1 can say without any fear 
of contradiction that all the agriculturists of Bengal are living on one 
meal a day. 

Sir, as regards popularity, as has been demonstrated by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister, 1 can say without any fear of contradiction, that 
barring the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, the Chief Minister of 
Bengal, if any other Minister goes to any district, any subdivision or 
nny * thana without the help of the District Magistrate, the Subdivi- 
^ional Officer and the armed police, he will have to come back to 
Calcutta minus his head. (Laughter.) That w'ill show' the extent of 
popularity that they have attained!^ 

Sir, if the llon’ble Minister is going to iinposi' this tax on the 
people, then tl»e onl\ course lelt to us is to start a no-tax campaign. 

Sir, I will not go into the details of this Bill. 1 w'ill not discuss 
a single clause or deal wdth the pros and cons of this Bill. 1 only 
throw a ( hallenge to the Hon hie Finance Minister to face another 
civil disoh('dience inovcinent. One s4*(‘tion of the ])e(»ple of this country 
has started civil disobedience for politi(‘al reasons only, and the 
atteinj)! that is being made by ihe Hon’ble Finance Minister wdll lead 
to another civil di.sobedience movement on economic grounds and 
economic grounds only. Apart from the question of future election, 
our incuiiibent duty will be to go to districts to start this civil disobe- 
<iience movement. 

Sir, I challenge the Hon bl<* Finance Minister to go to Chittagong 
or to any other district of Bengal wdth me wdthout the poli(!e and the 
Magistracy and I can show him his popularity! Our duty wdll be to 
start a no-tax campaign and we will have to do it. The Hon'ble 
Minister has spoken of nation-building departments. Somebody has 
said that the present Government have misspent the money. I can 
show instances where they have not only misspent the money, but also 
misappropriated criminally the public money. They have used public 
money for the purchase of jute from middlemen of Calcutta. Is that 
not criminal misappropriation of money? 

Tht Hofi’bia Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROYi Why? 

Mr. SYED ilALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Because you have mis- 
used that money. You have got no authority to do so. You have 
4one it for your own profit and in your financial interest. If the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister will turn over the pages of the PubHc 
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Accounts Committee Report, lie will find that he has given loans tf) 
Maharajas and Nawabs to the tune of several lakhs. Has he not given 
a loan of more than Rs. 4 lakhs to a Nawab who is a member of the 
Cabinet who lias failed to pay even the instalments? Has he not given 
a loan of some lakhs to a Maharaja of Mymensingh? Have the 
Government got any sanctions for these loans from this House? No, 
they have not. There are instances in which they have criminally 
misappropriated the money. They speak of nation-building depart- 
ments at the fag end of the Assembly! 

Sir, the people of Bengal, Hindus and Mussalmans, are generally 
law abidifjg and the trading community of Bengal is particularly law 
abiding. Now tlie sins ot omission and commission on the part of the 
Council of Ministers will inspire evil in the hearts of these loyal busi- 
nessmen of Bengal and incline them to start a no-tax campaign against 
the present Government. 

Sir, this Ministr\ liave no imagination. The> have no initiative. 
Very recently we read in the columns of newspapers (hat they had 
gone to Delhi h\ misusing thou.sands of rupees of public money and 
the newspa[)ers advertised that news in a manner 'so as to create the 
impression tliat they would get saweral crores of rupees from the 
Government of India for purchasing surplus jute. If the> have any 
imagination, the\ Mould not go to Ihdhi at a time when the Govern- 
ment of India thenisehes are considering the question of raising money 
for the iunpos«* of war Even in the ])rovin(*e what are they doing? 
Very recently tliey iiuve realised by sheer atrocity a sum of more than 
Rs. oO.OOO for Mar purjioses. At a time M'hen the very existence of the 
British Empire is in danger, it is ridiculous to Iwdieve that the Govern- 
ment ot India Mould give a loan of Us. i» crores to the Government of 
Bengal to enable them to juirchuse the siirj)lus stock of jute. I under- 
stand that the Ministry are going to attend a Jute Conference at Delhi; 
but 1 think they are again going to mi'juse jiublic money if tlie\ think 
tliey Mull he able to .solve the jute problem by attending this 
Conference. VV wanted an assurance from the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister as to whether the money reali.sed from this tax wnmld be spent 
for the benefit of the jute-groMing agriculturists of Bengal. He can- 
not give that assurance, nor has he given us any definite idea as to 
hoM’ that money w^oukl he spent. He has said tliat he has brought for- 
M'ard this taxation measure M’ith a vieM* to financing further beneficent 
schemes for the economic improvement of the province. I ask are 
they seriously considering the question of economic improvement of 
the province? If they are serious by this time, a May ought to have 
been found out to solve the great jut^ problem of Bengal, and that 
M'ould have solved all other questions of economic improvement of the 
province. But they have not done that. They have bungled, they 
have mismanaged, they have mishandled this jute problem, and only 



1940.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. MS 

•for that reason I say the economic condition of the province has 
deteriorated and will further deteriorate as long as this Ministry fails 
• to tackle the present jute problem. Sir, it is really funny to think 
even of taxation at a time when Bengal of all other provinces is the 
poorest province in India. Some of my friends have proposed tho 
circulation of this Bill for elicitin^f public opinion thereon. Person- 
ally , Sir, I am not in favour even of this circulation motion, for if that 
proposal is accejited by Government that involves some amounl of un- 
necessary expeiidihire. Thi.s Bill should be summarily opposed and 
voted ajrainst and Killed at the stage of introduction. Of course, it is 
desirable to impose tresli taxation, provided the ])rovince is capable of 
heaping the burden of it, fur primary education or for the rural medical 
scheme that is under the contemjilation of Government or the agricul- 
tural programme of Government. In the current year’s Budget we find 
17 lakhs for agriculture out of which, as far as I know, more than 
seven lakhs lias been misspent on the .scheme for the voluntary restric- 
tion of jut<* cultivation. There has been a lot of expimditure on adver- 
tisement and in connection with the appointment of a numln'r of unem- 
ployed youtlis ^nl^ for political purposes. In that connection the 
Hon’ble the Finaiue Minister lias .said that the Floud Commission has 
recommended 27 lakhs for agriculture. This Government, when they 
get mone\ , do not know how to sj>end it properly. Then again the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has said tliat a coin])rehonsive rural 
medical scheme is lieing prepared and for that they will require Ks. dO 
lakhs. 'I'he jausons who will be appointed for the purpose will be 
their own men, and they will be (unployed for carrying out political 
propaganda on Ix^ialf of the Ministry and notliing else. 

Therefore, Sir, I oppose, this Bill, and request the House not to 
support this motion for a reference to a Select Committee. 

Srijut A8HUT08H MULLICK: Mr. S]>oakor, Sir, Bengal Finanoo 
(Sales Tax) Bill (?R partnership doed^ij^ 

(TR senior partner, ^ 

ftlF? TO (7mf\ iwus I 

fro TPRfnnf ?T«fi i 

'<3 

I c’fr 

iftaRr ?" 

ft’fTBf ’’Cold contracts and heat expands” theory? 
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sn«^ft«if|sn atl^ngwo ^5#5rt5T Bill 41 

Objects and Beasonsiil HTIHt *|f5WH1 fefW 

^Fflin T?r5 'q fewa ®iif5i^ 

5n HtCT =?^5rf5( Jiwt«ii ^3t^l ^[?7 *fftTOnr ^ f*rfhifir 

sim— >11^ cj<rhi f^f^Ufnrai (?m ^n§«mrc‘r -im, *rcw 

’raiH STWl^ttsirt I ^tSl^ 

«rt^ sThiCJ^f '»m ijm 

CiW*!*!!!! «RI I ^(WOT Assembly 

^tHT, C’t')^, (.4l^><«?l<n '^^51^6 I 4^*1 5rtf%^'fC’H 

f?Csra 'IISIWI ’tJrpip^ •fft’ORl *tf^‘lv5 CSh f^^TSfl 
^ I •fHi'»Bft«rtt^ ^ Tftjta ’ilT Ji5i*mn 

’it'T ^ ’Ri R sfl I 4#JiM ftsrrt?n ^'cro-tpitf-^tf^ 

iPlft c"ll*H^irM !PFi*f I 4^; c?j# 0 r 

^Wt?r 5RT 5«ll CSh 5?Wlb, situt I <7ft«rN 

^'s ®'5ft5 ^ '<iif^i.*i ^rtftrs 4Tafli c^<f sJ'a i 

* «b 

*lf5wN f|sn JRST S'sfht ynrtcm '*t»tiit«iwf?r5 ^®tiiT sr^ ^Wct? 
Ttflflcs tpsTP ’RTf I w*fc^ f%f% 

ciRl? J'sftTT btly^ I r; 31? ^n sft?^ 5fiir5 ’Hr^ Sisfhi ^ 
5^C'>1 bfe? *11 ^'5Ttf? tRic.'® ’1’'f 5f%r® 'Ttf'lT^R I (.'iRrH \il5IC<f 

3ifr®9 ’rt?!!?, 43R Rp 'sf^iii? %fir 5 

3f%5 »tTf^ 3n I y^*!. ^itym 3tf%cf 43Fft jft; (Trt'm? i 
iS'sItTi ?i>^ n;?y; Tfro ws 3ir“i§ ’Tt??!? ytre ’iTfRtc^ 

c-mR»i c^*i '^I^'S 44^ C ?*0 ^1%r^3T Jj|c4 3 !p|^ 

3r;9r^ ©^sfW 'K.^skn frcs •iiRk'i'i i 3 fc^ Sa^c^in 

11 ^ 91 311 ^— am: yaatni *tfk«nRra RirxV cyir^n i 

^’T’lW f^iPt Jr*t3f '5l’ drff C*k9T? I ?t:9n Nation>building 

aoheme41 ?UlI prestige 

^»rcw &mr «(irtnf ?:!?? <«5yt? tfi^famTk 3ic»< l bHj tjm tot »i^i 
3ill3HtT <51’ *nc5fsi f%? ^ 3W‘tni ?nHi 'mjpR, Tt 4 cv=«ct 
I ’ifmm m ctIc^? <? Pn: y’c^ ?cw 3it<R i 

’jc’f 5wpT3#t?i:? 97tw 4^ '"pnrfhr nffsi ^mni 
»rcir 31W ferrtr oreWf !r 5 % iSwsm ^ c*lr5 pitcv ftitw crania si^O- 
'#l?C*W, 3ft«t^ yfPitR ^S*ltf»f ^IRI CT ^tC? ovwtaied TOUlt^jif 

c^ ^Tiwi 9rtt (?it*ii ?nrt oiwm m hiwh y,m*t 
ff i ^tcw »Ric«r ftm*r ftmr, ’Bf'tw mfltr? femr tftcs 

t«wsw •f»''r’TO f*[<lw - RT U rtt*!! Uf ’rtr* ?ii3nn <7m im Pw* 
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*fc4 c6f^ Sitv firo 'Rr® 

5|tCTf R ^RR = ! ![ S» PT * pT R’tr* ^«(T TOT *tf®l ’JWtftV, 

ulRaF. iarfl15r^, y l >j l P i 4 ' .ii^ ^ ot i <« cftsr 

Rw ^fBST ’IC® I 'S*W 'aiW» ^^TtR? 

«Ri '«n<rrtRr^ &ilv, ^sR^, «R7 &mj, ^ iswf® 

4t^oj| cj||^HrJ)i '^TtRtvslI^^ ? ro<3 '•I'^ilsfi *IHH S*it5 

ctJ I 'SftJ ®*Rf ’Pt Rrsi '9*f? 67t*, ^ ^*I7N 

Rjit?, «nn »ppni *rff% ^mr^IRrH i 

R»iH7Rf *tlt® Sorsf Cf4i »[Tir, ^it? tpjHtwR® 

^1*41 1 »Rft*trNr Rnt 'sfirs i 

^itw {?R ^ fUTtfr ?fi5K^r 'T’R Rc?r ’rt^^n 

tit* c’Jt’t ’f'c? Rwh I S«c«? Rptc^ 4'<?cji^'^I?( 5 =n 7’nr Ssm >iRx3 
<ipr'5|'3 ’jsfT >1*1 <fi^ linnnr j'^t't'N *tR«t^ 'S tot «ttm 

c*® 4m ’}<!* ’}«P5 Jtfnfii'f Rri ^wj ^ i tif*tf*n^ 

gror jt* ?tt<ii>n^lciRf sttt — 

V4<f^'^4(.‘t “tR R VjJ CtC’T tit* JTfnFil'I I 4t’n '•T'lTpt® tit* 

Rifj^nH 'mn nr «9 ’rttsrriwtm =rttir m *tf®!?itRi®i *’c3ftir ^t1%- 

*® wt’tj^f ^rtswif *r=ii *t? 4* *t*f55pr tit* 44 

T?r5tt* Rni ^tfsTJ TOTC^^ I 

*tR Speaker Ji*itc:tn Jinw® ’ifm c^'il4(.fl aFtlf't* ’fpn- 

’inf't ^yfeir Rfe^ c^i, 4f:5Ti ’to‘t'c4‘'t tit* ’lU'tta jjmr’t 44Prt5t, 
f** ’rt?4C‘t **J^t41 I ^to‘t^C4'^44 tit* 4^ 4^*4 4It4 4*4l4 tpVM 
Cutest *5^*14 W gi5* 4t4”rc't4 4It4 t|T4t4R C*tC4 44t4 4® 41? I til* 
45t;|I| 4*4t4 C*t4 g4Ftt4 4t »tf44^'^ ?)t4*t<'IR5 *41® ’1t4CT 4Rnt4t4rt4 
4*C*t’lR 4'nr44? I *1414 4*4t4 ’PTC® 1>|JH ®C® 6ttC44, ®'|4 
®l’c* ’R?* Rnro ®t®t 4 f*t41 9tt4 *1^4 5C4 I 4^4t4 tit* 4I44t4^tR. 
41*14 '844 4<I®tC4 4 R 1 ?tC4 f* ?4, C4'T«t®tC4 *44t4t4C‘f4 '944 '84 g®!? 
«J<4tait4 4^‘f *4C4I tltC«4 «rC4I 3C4I4 ^ ^ ?C4 ®tC® 4I44fft4 
f4C44 f*J ’’Tf® ?C4 41 I tit* 4f4*1C44 ®5R4 C4C*? 4t4C4 44t tltC*4 
■efSt? f44^ *4C*4 ®t4t3N5 4*C* RtCHt 4®C4 1 C4 C44t41 C454^ *'t4 
4^ 4t4, C4 *44 *^1114, 4f4g4 4t41 S^4^ *C4 C4t 4<l4 4tWtC4 Pit*t44 
4 ^C44 S4I f*4C4 ®44 4® 4t4 RC4 R* ?’® ®t’4 C5C4 CB4 C44^ Rt® 
4t4I 9C4I *C4 4:414 4tWt444 4Ti5C4 44; 4t’4I f*4C4 ®t’4tt ?I*l4t®C4 
4®4'C4*tC* 4*4141 Rc 4 I *t4t4 4C4 ?4 4lt44tC44 *f®»®t4 4I44l4*4C®4 
^ R* ifrsItW 44 41 I fsR C*44 “4lRc*I 4nf® ®C4t *14914) 

^C4 R* *f444 *C4Cg4 1 4l44lfl(4*tC44 *14 4*tl R4#1® R* *10?, 

il 
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^ c^rt^prrc^ cvh 

fec*fvi TOTC^ I fifC5T ^C«Tr3r ^ ’iwr 

*j8 f^FWi ^cuc^H I ^iprrtni «!t^ •ij^ w ^ 

5«rrt, CSTt^Rt^ V'z:5T X3^ ^1 ^ 

vfi ftror «{f ^nr?r Tfl i ^rfwtv Nation- 

building scheme ifj^ C*ftVt^ fTO C*nv*lfiv&in ^ C5& 

frl Objects and ReasonsiiJ C^ ^ vf^vtV 

3ni®tt¥"f^ vw? ?fnrf^ i 

vonr ^<Rt^r ^w«tt^«f5f 5 c<ic^h frs ?[nit^>t^ 

^vcar ^I5nr f^sPr c*r ftc^nr ^'c^3 ^i' 

vft^rop ^ I «Rprt^«t &Tt^ iku5 

wrkts ?’u5 tr^ f% ^ 

WTHi ^ ‘3’?!^ froi c^<^^V3[ f%2F?- 

^®ryf?r®t ^r?r^ "firsT ^ 4 c<h "Rf ^ 

^<fk^ WUn '®rtft Vf^T^ ^^HkJC4 R'^fE^ circulation ^^06 

»rRkff ^®itf3[ ^ ^ ^ 

tr^tR^ iku^ ^tRsrt^ I Rr 

^^BHFtOT "^rtRi^ Rrocf btiRgi cto tfnitsR 

wr^rvkM ?rfr ck^ SRs i 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have heard with rapt 
attention the speeches that have been delivered by the previous 
speakers, and I have nothing further to add. I may say this, that 
at the time of introducing any Finance Bill I have never seen any 
Government attributing any motive to the Opposition. But the 
Hon'ble Finance Minister, while introducing this Finance Bill, has 
attributed a motive to the Opposition saying that they are Praja 
Daradis, Praja Hitaishis. My friend has shown his love for the 
agriculturists on different occasions and different measures. For 
example, at the time of passing the Money-lenders Bill there was some 
provision for the good of the agriculturists. For example, the agri- 
culturists take money from Scheduled Banks and my friend showed his 
love for the agriculturists by excluding the Scheduled Banks! Then 
the agriculturists also borrow money from the Notified Banks and my 
friend, in spite of his love for debtors, not only excluded the Notified 
Banks, but he also. excluded the would-be Notified Banks. Similarly, 
the Insurance Companies, and the Assurance Companies were also 
excluded from the purview of the Bill. To crown all, by the 
Co-operative Bill, all the powers of the Board of Directors have been 
taken away and vested in the Registrar, and thereby he has shown 
his love for the poor debtors of the Co-operative Societies! While in 
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the Money-lenders Act there is a provision that more than double the 
principal cannot be realised as interest and principal from the debtors, 
but in the Co-operative Societies Bill, there is no such provision limiting 
the interest, and if a debtor pays interest to the extent of twice, thrice 
or four or six times the princiiml. still he has to pay the balance of 
his dues. There is no provision to save the poor agriculturists, and 
this has been done only to show his love for them ! 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister feas said that he has got 
no money. But I can say that he has misspent money and if he had 
not done so, there would have been large amounts of money available 
for mation-building purposes. 

Sir, many members of the House have referred to the Floud 
Commission. At the outset, some members of the Assembly were of 
the opinion that there was no need for a Commission at all, because 
they thought that members coming from the different districts were 
competent enough to deal with the matter. But they had one object 
in their mind and that object was to help the zemindars so that they 
might not be deprived of their zemindaries in future. Their object 
was to create a document so that even if a legislation was passed by 
this House, the Central Government or the Provincial Government, on 
the plea of the Commission’s report, would reject that legislation 
automatically and the Hon’ble Minister on account of his enthusiasm 
and love for the agriculturists has created a document against any 
such legislation in future ! 

Then, Sir, there are so many Committees here, but they have not 
done any substantial work within these four years. There is the Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy Committee and they had at least fifteen or 
sixteen sittings and the members of the Committee were allowed to 
draw travelling allowance several times for attending these sittings, 
but no report of the Committee has as yet come out though the 
Committee is as old as three years. 

Then, Sir, there is the Rent Reduction Committee and their report 
also we have not found as yet. There are several other Committees 
and the Hon’ble Finance Minister has provided enough money for the 
members of these Committees who are none but the supporters and 
friends of the Ministry. This clearly shows that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has not tried to reduce expenditure. 

Then, Sir, I have heard from a friend of mine hailing from the 
district of Tippera that he and other members of a Committee will go 
to Calcutta from their respective places only to sign the report of the 
Committee on Saturday last, although if they had signed it a few days 
afterwards, there would have been a saving of a large amount of 
money on account of travelling allowance. So these examples of 
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unnecessary expenditure on the part of the Hon’ble Minister clearly * 
shows that the money he wants now will not be properly and usefully 
spent. 

Sir, I had never thought that this Government is a money-lending 
institution. My friend, Mr. Jalaluddin Haehemy, has, in clear and 
unequivocal terms, stated that one of the members of the Cabinet, 
namely, the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, has taken a loan of about 
Rs. 4 lakhs on conditioli to pay it back in instalments. But he has 
defaulted and not paid that amount. Another four lakhs of rupees 
has been financed to the Maharaja of Susung, and this amount also 
has not yet been paid back. My friend is perhaps going to advance 
money to other Maharajas and Nawabs, and I fear the money that he 
is now going to raise is to be spent wholly for the cause of the Ministry 
and for propaganda. 

Lastly, my submission to the Hon’ble Minister is this. The 
attitude of the European group is that they would not oppose the Bill 
at Ihe present moment and that they would allow it to go to a Select 
Committee, but that they have reserved to themselves the right to 
oppose the Bill in its later stages. My request to the Hon’ble Minister 
is that if he sees that there is no chance of getting the consent of the 
European group, he should drop the Bill before it is sent to the Select 
Committee. He may consult the leader of the European group, and 
if the Hon’ble Minister is sure of getting the support of the European 
group, he may proceed with the Bill and spend as much money as he 
likes. If he is not sure of their support, it is better that he does not 
lend the Bill to the Select Committee and thus misspend the money. 


Adjournment 


It being 7-30 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 10 s.m. on Saturday, the 30th 
November, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedingf of the Bengal Legislative Assembly aitembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act* 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, 
the 30th November, 1940, at 10 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqite, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 193 members. 

Appeal made by the Creek Consul for War Contribution. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I understand 
that an appeal has been made for fund by the Greek Consul at Calcutta. 
It appears that the appeal has been made to you and to your staff. 
Are we to take it that the members of the House should be included as 
belonging to your staff P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Biswas, I have not as yet gone 
into the matter. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Finance (Bales Tax) Bill, 1941. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the spirit of levity 
that marked the opening observations of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister in introducing the Finance Sales Tax Bill, 1941, is altogether 
incongruous with the spirit with which such a Bill is generally 
introduced in the Legislature. It is the characteristic attitude of a 
person who cannot keep flippancy apart even from finance. It is 
commendable indeed that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has learnt two 
good Bengali words, namely, Hitaishi and H iiakankhi 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AO 8INCH ROY: He used three 

— not two. The third is Daradi, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Daradi is not a good 
Bengali word. 


Th# HofPble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: What about Bandhu? 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You did not use that 
word. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, I did. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH DHAUDHURI: But, Sir, like the sales 
tax, he conveniently passed off those words to the consumers, t.e., the 
listeners of his speech, probably because he was suffering from the 
prickings of his conscience — of course, if it can be said that he has 
any conscience at all — and intended to relieve himself by reproaching 
others. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Conscience seems 
to be the monopoly of my friend. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It appears to be the 
monopoly of those who have come in by separate and special consti- 
tuencies to think that they only are entitled to feel for the general 
public, and that others who have come through general constituencies 
are not. It is that presumptuous attitude which was, Sir, reflected 
in the Finance Minister’s speech last evening. 

Now, Sir, what is the justifleation of the Bill before us ? The 
Statement of Objects and Reasons says that the llon’ble the Finance 
Minister prophesied that Taxation Bills would be forthcoming during 
the course of this session and, therefore, in pursuance of that prophecy, 
this Bill has been brought forward. In other words, because, the 
Finance Minister said ; let there be light, therefore there must be light. 
Whether there was any flnancial or circumstantial justification for 
such a Bill or not, it concerns him very little. He does not think that 
he is bound to justify it from these stand-points. He simply begins 
with the observation that because he told us in introducing the Budget 
that taxation measures would come during the year, therefore the. Bill 
had been brought forward. As I see Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy ques- 
tioning my statement, I am compelled to refer to the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons. It runs thus: “The taxation contemplated in 
the Bill represents the taxation foreshadowed in the closing paragraph 
of my Budget speech. The present resources of the Government of 
Bengal are not sufficient to enable them to maintain the natural develop- 
ment of the programme of nation-building activities already in progress, 
and for the purpose of financing the further beneficent schemes for 
the economic improvement of the province for which there have been 
insistent demands in the House and which the Ministry feel cannot 
be postponed, additional revenues are essential.’* But, Sir, without 
giving any figures to show how the Governmental resources are unequal 

to the aodvities now in progress, the only other justification that he 
« 
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has put forward is that he must have more money to finance new and 
beneficent schemes. But what is the history of the working of this 
Government in the matter of beneficent schemes during the last four 
years? If you look to the Budgets and if you look to the accounts 
you will find that it is a story not of want of money, but of want of 
schemes. Every year ample money was provided in the Budget for 
so-called new schemes, but all those advertised schemes could not be 
given effect to simply because the schemes were not mature and therefore 
the works had to be postponed. If anyone is in doubt, let me refer 
him to the latest accounts that have been published, t.e., the accounts 
for the year 1938-39 when the Government were not in want of money. 
In Explaining the saving of about Rs. 60 lakhs that was made in that 
year, mostly under the nation-building departments, namely. Medical, 
Public Health, Agriculture and Industries, the following observation 
is made by the Accountant-General, Bengal: “The savings under 
the heads Medical, Public Health, Agriculture and Industries were 
chiefly due to the time taken for working out the details of new schemes 
for which lump provisions have been made.“ That is. Sir, the art 
and achievement pf the present Government. They make ample pro- 
vision in the Budget merely for window dressing, just to take in the 
public, and when it comes to working out the schemes, well, they run 
away and those grants have to be surrendered simply because the 
schemes are not mature and ready for execution. That is, Sir, the 
consistent story of the budgetary expenditure of this Government. 
Let me refer not only to the general observation made by the Account- 
ant-General with respect to the accounts for 1938-39, but let me also 
refer to some particular instances. Many important provisions were 
made in the Public Health Budget for 1938-39 — one for leprosy, 
another in connection with tuberculosis and a third in connection with 
malaria. What did the Government do? Well, in spite of the fact 
that large provisions were made in the Budget, so far as the tuberculosis 
survey was concerned, it was postponed. Why? Similarly, the provi- 
sion* for leprosy control could not be utilised. Then what about grants- 
in-aid towards water-works? Abandonment or want of detailed scheme 
accounted for a surrender of about one and a half lakh of rupees. 
Similarly in respect of sewerage schemes, more than half a lakh was 
saved because the precious scheme “did not mature during the year'* 
owing to unforeseen difficulties. In regard to the reorganisation of 
rural public health units, there was again a saving of about a lakh of 
rupees, “mainly because the scheme for reorganisation of rural public 
health units had not been ready for introduction.” And what 
about tackling malaria, the greatest of our problems? About 
Hs. lakhs were provided in the Budget of which Rs. 2i lakhs were 
not spent. Why? “Mainly owing to the absence of a fully matured 
comprehensive scheme.” This, Sir, is the story unfolded by the Ap- 
propriation Accounts of the year 1938-39. Whatever the finance 
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Minister may say in reply, the story told by the actnal expenses is • 
that a lar^^e fund was provided in the Budget, but it was not spent, 
because the so-called schemes were not ready. And now this Govern- 
ment is coming forward with a Bill to raise Rs. 2 crores from the 
people of this province on the plea that the execution of new schemes 
requires more money. But who is going to believe the assertion of this 
Government — a Government which could not produce mature schemes 
during the last four years, but^aspires to do everything in the last year 
of the tenure of its office? 

•I think I have disposed of the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
Now, when and in what circumstances is this Bill going to be intro- 
duced? The Hon’ble the Finance Minister frankly told us last night 
that this tax of about Rs. 2 crores was going to fall on the consumers. 

It is going to be a consumers* tax. If that be the incidence of the 
tax, let us see when are the consumers going to be taxed? They are 
going to be taxed when war prices are ruling the market, when all- 
India is going to suffer from the imposition of more and more taxes 
for the War Budget. I may remind the House that already new taxes 
amounting to Rs. 6 crores have been imposed on U8» Indians to cover 
an initial war expenditure of Rs. 33 crores, and we are threatened with 
further taxes to cover the recurring expenditure of Rs. 13 crores which 
will be required for the war. Sir Jeremy Raisman has already told 
us that further taxation measures are under contemplation, and they 
will be made public during the next Budget Session. It is certain, 
therefore, that the six crores of war taxes that have been imposed now 
would be further augmented when the next Budget will be brought 
forward. At such a time when the whole country is going to suffer 
from more and more taxes to find money for war expenditure, when 
war prices are ruling the market also, we are going to be faced with 
the proposal of a new taxation to the tune of two crores of rupees in 
our province, and the consumers, the poor consumers here, will have to 
find the money as the Hon*ble Finance Minister has already told us. 

Now, Sir, the llon’ble finance Minister remarked in his speech 
that it will be only a small tax on retail sales. But, Sir, what is the 
nature of the small tax? It is going to be 2 per cent. Will you believe 
it, Sir, tliat no country in the West thought of starting with a general 
sales tax as high as 2 per cent. ? 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Will you kindly permit me. Sir, 10 minutes more? I have still 
got some very important points to deal with. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, it is very difficult, for there are still 
eight more speakers to speak. 
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• Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I do not think 
there will be many speakers from our side. 

Mr* SPEAKER: All right, try to finish it in five minutes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: All right, Sir. 

As regards the general sales tax, I may tell the House that no 
country in Europe began with such a high percentage as 2 per cent. 
Germany started with *5 per cent., France 1*1 per cent., Belgium 1 
per cent., Czechoslovakia 1 per cent., Austria 1 per cent., Hungary 1*6 
per cent. And while Canada started with 1 per cent., in our country 
Madras began with *5 per cent. only. None of these countries ever 
thought of starting with a general sales tax at such a high rate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In Canada it is 12 per 

cent. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May be now, but so far 

as Germany is concerned, even in 1932 the taxation was 1*36 per cent, 
on retail sales. Then, again, the Hon’ble Finance Minister attempted 
to justify himself by reminding us that other Indian provinces have 
imposed general sales tax. So far as Bombay is concerned, there is 
really no general sales tax. The tax that has been imposed in Bombay 
has been on motor spirit and manufactured cloth only. So far as 
Madras is concerned, the General Sales Tax Act was passed there before 
the war. But no province thought of passing a tax to the tune of 
two crores of rupees after the war began. The Bombay Act was passed 
in the summer of 1939 and the Madras Act in May, 1939. 

Now, Sir, regarding the other provisions of the Bill the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister merely said that such a clause should not create any 
concern and such other clause is harmless and so on and so forth. Such 
is the general tenor of his arguments. Even the clause that relates to 
the seizure of accounts, he says, ought not to create any concern. 
Similarly, the clause relating to penalties, should not also create any 
alarm. Again, mere registration will not do; registered dealers will 
have to take out licenses also. 

So far as exemption is concerned the Hon’ble Minister's scheme is 
that raw materials sold to the manufacturers will be exempted. 
Secondly, foodstuffs will be exempted. Thirdly, things already subject 
to a tax, such as electricity, will also be exempted. Fourthly, the sale 
of goods consigned to an address outside Bengal will also be exempted. 

Here there will be a departure from the Madras Act. I cannot 
understand, if it is desired to develop the manufactures of this pro* 
vince, why should the sale of raw materials consigned to an address 
outside Bengal be altogether exempted from taxation. In Madras, 
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Sir, you will find that they tax such sales, hut they give rebate on 
industrial productions. I think that for the development of manu- 
facture in this province, that policy should have been adopted, namely, 
to tax raw materials consigned to an address outside the province, but 
to allow some rebate on manufactured articles sent outside so that our 
manufactures may find an easier market beyond the province. 

Then, Sir, I have to refer to the apprehension which has already 
been mentioned but not at all met by the Finance Minister, namely, 
that the Act will interfere with the flow of commerce and with ordinary 
trade practice. Unfortunately, the Finance Minister has given no 
arguments to show why this apprehension will not be realized. He 
has simply observed that it will not be the case. But why it will not 
be the case here when it is the inevitable result of such taxes to inter- 
fere with established trade practice, he has not explained. He ought to 
have put forward sufficient arguments why it will not be so. 

Sir, my concluding words will be that Government ought not to 
have thought of such a tax at such a time when war prices are ruling 
the markets, when we have to find money for a h.uge defence budget 
and when the Government of India are contemplating more and more 
taxes. So far as the balancing of the Budget is concerned which was 
the consideration in Bombay and Madras on account of introduction 
of prohibition in those provinces, there need be no apprehension here, 
for almost all the major sources of revenue of the Government of 
Bengal have either been unhit or expanded, so far as I know. For 
instance, the excise revenue of this Government has increased by about 
25 lakhs during the administration of the present Ministry. So far as 
income-tax is concerned, we already have it from the Central Finance 
Member that our receipts from income-tax will be higher. Sir, let me 
quote a few words from Sir Jeremy Raisman’s speech. He said, **I 
have already mentioned that the provincial share of income-tax for 
the last year has turned out to be Bs. 2.81 lakhs as compared with the 
Budget Estimate for 1939-40 of Rs. 1,78 lakhs, and our revised estimate 
on the basis of the amended nine-year formula of Rs. 2,38 lakhs. The 
provinces will thus be receiving merely double the amounts that fell 
to their share on account of each of the two preceding years.’* So, we 
need entertain no apprehension so far as income-tax receipts are con- 
cerned. Our receipts from land revenue are generally the same, but 
have lately gone up by a few lakhs because of the revision of land 
revenue in temporarily settled areas. 

The only major head of revenue that has been hit by the policy of 
the Government — and I do say, that is a good policy — is that of Stamps. 
The income from Stamps has no doubt been affected largely but 
temporarily because of the operation of the Debt Settlement Boards. 
Apart from Stamps, Qnvernment need have no apprehension about the 
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•other sources of revenue. So, the question of imposition of a fresh 
tax for balancing the Budget does not arise at all. And, Sir, on 
these grounds I oppose the Bill and support the motion for circulation. 

Babu SHYAMA PR08AD BARMAN. Sir, 1 beg to supjwrt the 
motion moved by my honourable friend Maiilvi Abu Hossain Sarkar. 
1 submit that this Bill is the blackest of all Bills that have been 
brought by tho Hon’ble Minister before this House, because this 
Taxation Bill is without any necessity. Mr. .lalan has said yesterday 
that traders, dealers and merchants will l)e affected by the provisions 
of this Bill, but I submit that this taxation measure imposes indirect 
taxation ujx)n the masses of the jirovince, u}X)n the ratejuiyers and upon 
poor merchants. It may be said that the Bill will touch the iwckets 
of the dealers and the shopkeei>er.s only, but I submit, Sir, that the real 
victims of this ill-conceived and nasty measure will l)e the ix)verty 
stricken masses, for the taxation is l)ound to be passed on the con- 
sumers in the shape of higher prices. 

In the present thiancial position of the people who ore groaning under 
poverty, 1 cannot conceive how the popular Ministry w^ould venture to 
impose further burden of taxation ui>on the i>eople. The masses who 
can hardly eke out an existence, would be made to pay higher prices 
for many of their essential nece.ssities, and this would naturally put 
severe restriction on the consumption by the i)eople, because in a 
rountr^^ of low purchasing jxiwer, where a major ]>art of the income of 
the peo[>le has to be sj>ent on essential necessities, the demands for 
other goods are necessarily elastic, w’ith the re»sult that even a small 
rise in the price is generally followed by a considerable fall in the 
demand. Thus the Bill when passed into law will penalise all the 
industries of the province and will inflict a serious loss upon them. It 
will also set back the industrial progress of the country. In short, the 
Bill when it becomes an Act, will be applicable to every town and small 
village of the province, and thousands of poor and illiterate traders 
will be affected by its pernicious provisions and poor people will be 
hit hard. 

True, a limit has been placed exempting those dealers whose turn- 
over does not exceed the taxable quantum. But the small dealers 
generally buy from the larger ones, from the wholesale dealers, so the 
tax is bound to be passed on them. Most of the petty and illiterate 
traders, scattered in thousands of villages, will find it extremely diffi- 
cult to keep and maintain accounts in the forms prescribed for the value 
of the goods sold and purchased by them, and to submit returns in 
prescribed forms. Thus the Bill will inflict needless harassment upon a 
large number of traders and merchants with the result that ultimately 
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there will be a complete breakdown of industries that Bengal has built 
up in spite of (he official indifference or negligence. 

It is a matter of great regret that though the Bengal Ministry have 
a large and efficient Department of Industries, the Hon'ble Ministers 
have not so far been able to create or assist in creating a single import- 
ant industry in the province. On the contrary, they are going to deal 
a death blow to and destroy the small industries that drag a hand-to- 
mouth existence. 


Now, Sir, I submit that this Bill wants to impose uix)n the sales of 
certain goods a tax which will hit hard ultimately the poor people of 
the province. But what is the reason What is, after all, the justi- 
fication of this proposed taxation? Is it, under any circumstances, 
warranted by any state of emergency sufficient to necessitate the enact- 
ment of such an Act ? We are told that the proceeds of this taxation 
measure will be utilised for the nation-building activities. In the name 
of financing the nation-building activities, the Ministry already imposed 
the Employment Tax by the Finance Act of It>3f>. May we enquire what 
hue become of the proceeds of that taxation? What‘beneficent schemes 
have IxMm financed by the taxes amounting to Rs. 12 lakhs a year? 
It has become the practice with the Ministry to squeeze out money 
from the poor tax-payers to finance schemes that never materialise. As 
no beneficent schemes have been prepared and placed before the House 
and as no ground bus been made out by the Hon’ble Finance Minister for 
the imi)Ovsition of fresh burden of taxation on the people, we cannot 
submit to the taxation of this nature and we cannot supiwrt the Finance 
Bill, There is nothing under the contemplation of the Ministry for 
extending the rural credit facilities to relieve the agriculturists of the 
province. There is nothing under their contemplation to redeem the 
promise of the Ilou’ble Chief Minister about the primary education with- 
out taxation. There is no provision for the industrialisation of the 
country, no provision for the i>revention of malaria, cholera and such 
other diseases which are sweeping away millions of people of this pro- 
vince, an;t there is no provision for the betterment of the health of the 
people. So we cannot be a i)arty to this inequitous taxation measure. 
It is an admitted fact that the cost of administration has been increasing 
from year to year and the patronage has been distributed amongst the 
suf^orters of the Ministry on a lavish scale with a view to consolidate 
their position and make sure their future. Ihey have created new posts 
and services in order to give patronage to the dej)endant8 and relatives 
of the supporters of the Mini.stry. , So the Ministry has imposed taxa- 
tion upon the people to meet the increased cost of administration. 
Having regard to the exigency of the European war and its adverse 
effects on aR trades and industries, I think the introduction of this 
Taxation Bill is inopportune, and the Bill itself is ill-conceived and 
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oppr6ssiv0. This taxation measure will be so harmful and ruinous to 
the economy of the province that I do not find words strongs enough 
to condemn it. 

I therefore submit that this Bill should be circulated for eliciting 
Xniblic opinion thereon, for this simple reason that it will affect the 
entire people of this province; so they can legitimately claim to have 
their say in this matter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI; Sir, I am at one with Mr. Jalaluddin Ilashemy 
when he said that such a Bill has lieen brought at an ino{>portune 
moment and that it should be killed at once. But as this is not 
possible at this stage of the Bill, we are following the procedure which 
is now oi)en to us, namely, to supixirt the circulation motion. In the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons the llon^ble Minister says that the 
sole object of this taxation measure is to maintain the natural develop- 
ment of the programme of nation-building activities already in pro- 
gress, and that for the purpose of financing the further beneficent 
schemes for the economic improvement of the province for which there 
have been insistent demands in this House and which the Ministry feel 
cannot be postponed, additional revenues are essential. He thinks that 
this taxation measure will prove to be the panacea for our progress in 
the field of nation-building activities. But he never dreamt that it has 
been found out by everybody \hni it is nothing but the bitter contents 
of a sugar-coated pill, as has l.cen (luile evident from the siieeches 
delivered by the honourable memliers of this House including the honour- 
able member who spoke on behalf of the Eurojiean group. Sir, Mr. Sas- 
soon even oi>posed the i^rovisions of the Bill, but, as is usual with the 
proverbial Jew, he is bent ujxm having his pound of flesh. I do not 
find any point in Mr. Sassoon’s statement that he must wait and see. 
and, if necessary, will opiX)se it, but not at this stage. It is clear that 
no person possessing an ounce of commonsense in him could aupjwrt a 
measure of this character, but my friends of the Pmropean group know 
that their pound of flesh has been obtained so far as the imixirtant 
commodities like jute and tea are concerned, and whatever little diffi- 
culties there are in their way, they propose to settle them in the Select 
Committee. Even Mr. Sassoon has complained that Mr. Suhrawardy 
could not account for his previous actions and justify the expenditure 
in this direction. In spite of all this, I fail to understand why the 
independent Britishers should take, this attitude of sitting on the fence. 
They have consistently shown this attitude from the time the white 
bureaucrats were administering the country up to the present time when 
the brown bureaucrats are working. They will support them in 
season and out of season in all their works, even in their misdeeds. The 
latitude and indulgence that have been given by the Britishers to the 
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present Ministry have resulted in this crisis, and if they are allowed to 
go on in the way that they are now doingr, they will be heading for a 
greater crisis still. 

Now, Sir, some of the honourable members wanted an assurance 
from the Hon’ble Minister. What assurance may I know? An assur- 
ance was given in the previous Councils also by Sir John Woodhead 
when bringing in a measure of this character. An assurance was given 
when court-fees, registration fees and stamp fees were increased by 50 
per cent., but what was the result? The result was that the money 
obtained from these sources was not spent proj^erly ; and the most unfor- 
tunate part of the whole thing was that whenever Government wanted 
to bring forward a measure of this kind in order that something might 
be done for the nation-building departments, the complaint of Govern- 
ment was that there was paucity of funds. In spile of the fact that 
Government had enough funds at their disposal, as one member has 
remarked, in 1937, they could not manage matters well to the satisfac- 
tion of the public. They bungled and mismanaged ; so what guarantee 
is there that the money that will be forthcoming from the imiwsition of 
this tax on the i)oor traders in this country will be, utilised properly? 
What is the cause for this state of affairs? I have no hesitation in say- 
ing that this deplorable condition is due not so much to mismanagement 
on account of the income remaining stagnant, but to the oj^eration of 
the iniquitous provisions of the Agricultural Debtors .Vet, and the 
Money-lenders Act. Ifnless these Acts are repealed, there is no chance, 
however much the Ministry may try to get money from other avenues 
and by taxation, for an improvement of the situation. Ihe Hun’ble 
the Finance Minister told us last night that there were other avenues 
of income which would be tapped later on because more money was 
wanted. As I have said, the real remedy lies not in the further taxa- 
tion, but the real remedy is the repeal of these iniquitous Ads. 

Sir, with the little time at my disposal, it is not jwssible to do 
justice to the subject before us. I will finish my sj>eech only by point- 
ing out several salient i^ints. My friend Mr. Rai Chaudhuri has 
pointed out that the Hon’ble Minister was yesterday sjieaking about 
different legislations in different provinces like Bombay, Madras' and 
Bihar. Now, what is the taxation there? There the tax is on motor 
spirit only, and for what pur^wse? Because there has been a deficit not 
owing to mismanagement or misuse of public money, but owing to the 
introduction of prohibition. In Bombay owing to the introduction of 
prohibition, the pro^’incial revenues have considerably fallen and there- 
fore they have introduced this measure, but they have not imposed tax 
on all foodstuffs. Wheh, in the year 1933 I found that there was some 
deficit in the Budget I suggested remedies in my Bengal State Lotteries 
Bill, Dog Racing Bill, etc. If Government had accepted my sugges- 
tions, they would have received several crores of rupees. For obvious 
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reasons they did not accept my proposals, but at the same time they 
encouraged surreptitious gambling and also dog racing. Now, there is 
a hide-and-seek play with the dog racing. As soon as the Assembly sits, 
the dog racing is stopped, and when the Assembly is not in session, the 
dog racing is started. There is no gain whatsoever except something 
which is given to the Tuberculosis Fund. If this dog racing is taxed, 
Government can get a lot of money. The poor i)eople will not l>e bene- 
fited by this gambling. There are also other sources from which Gov- 
ernment can get money. But how can they have money unless they 
satisfy the Legislature that th(‘v will spend the money in the right 
direction.'^ I will finish by saying only two other very objectionable 
things, viz., hire-j>urchase and also contractors, materials and labour. 
The Hon’ble Minister has said that this tax will not he imposed twice, 
but what about the case of contractors, materials and also of labour. 
Materials will bo taxed once as soon as a building is prepared. The 
tax will be at the rate of 2 i)er cent. The contractors will again be 
charged not only for materiahs but also for labour. This, I consider, is 
very preposterous. 

With these wor^^, I supjwrt the motion for circulation. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAK BARKER: The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has not dwelt at all on the merits or demerits of sales tax as a method 
of taxation. He evidently has not thought this necessary. It cannoti 
of course, be unknown to him that a sales tax affects the poor much 
more than the rich, and is thus at variance with the accepted principle 
of imposing levies with an eye to disparities in income. But the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister brushes aside all such considerations with 
the remark that the friends of the Projas would no doubt raise a hue 
and cry against this taxation, but having been privileged to possees 
the confidence of the people, his Government were sure of popular 
support in whatever they did, in whatever taxation they proposed to 
introduce. 

It has so far been the accepted theory to tax the poor as lightly 
as possible and to impose heavier levies on the more affluent sections. 
But that principle is given the go-bye in this case, because the incidence 
of the sales lax is far heavier on the fK)orer sections than on the richer 
classes. Throughout his speech the Hon’ble Minister emphasised that 
the tax would be passed on to the consumers and that it would not 
affect the dealers. Reading between the lines, one can see that the 
Hon’ble Minister was more anxious to assure the representatives of 
commerce particularly of British commerce on whose support he counts, 
that the tax would not affect their trade and commerce than to secure 
the good-will of the consumers, that is, the general mass, whose 
support the Hon’ble Miuister believes is an assured monopoly of his 
Government. 
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Expenditure itself is a bad base for taxation. The richer is a mai 
the larger the percentage of his income which he saves and whicl 
therefore, escapes taxation. The poor man does not save anythin 
and therefore no part of his income escapes taxation on that accoum 
If expenditure is a bad base for taxation, expenditure on material good 
is obviously far worse. P"or, the richer the man, the larger is th 
percentage of his total expenditure on non-material services, e.g.^ h 
travels a lot, rents big houses, spends a good deal on professions 
services, employs musicians, etc. — and all this expenditure will b 
exempt from the tax under a sales tax; while the poor man spend 
practically all his income on material goods and thus practically a) 
his income is liable to be taxed at the full rate. Studies in An eric 
on the incidence of sales tax have revealed that the actual incidenc 
of the tax on the lowest income class is as much as sixty times mor 
than that on the highest income class. 

Apart from the consideration that the tax falls heavily on the poore 
classes, the tax is likely to affect trade and commerce also adversely 
This is the American experience on a long-period working of the ta: 
and this has also been the experience in Madras, during the short tim 
a sales tax has been in existence there. According to America] 
exi)erience with the levy of a sales tax, cost of business rises by 2 i 
28 per cent, of the tax itself according to the size of the concern l)ecaus 
of the extra expenditure entailed in keeping of accounts, et( . 

Conditions in this country are fur flifferent from those in America 
If the cost in America has risen even by 5 i)er cent., in this countr 
it will rise by a much larger percentage. Many of our dealers art 
illiterate. They do not often engage any staff and do not know ho^ 
to keep accounts. This measure will compel them to employ a clerk 
In intioducing the Purchase Tax, Sir John Simon said in his las 
Budget Speech in the House of Commons that in England there wen 
as many as 300,000 retailers above the income-tax limit who did no 
keep accounts. They were not very small dealers for they pay income 
tax. If that be the condition in England, the condition must be fa: 
worse in this country where the people are illiterate. The FinancM 
Minister can hardly visualise the difficutlies and the extra cost whicl 
this measure will put them to. 

The Finance Minister has expressed an easy optimism that the 
businessmen of Calcutta will not lose their customers in Assam^ 
United Provinces or Behar. He hardly realises in what innumeraUi 
ways the measure may drive business out of Calcutta. He probably 
relies on the cost of transport as a factor preventing the loss of business, 
But I may point out that delivery is not essential to the sale of goods 
according to his definition. Goods sold in Chundemagore may be 
delivered in Calcutta. There are innumerable dealers in Calcutta, 
whose annual turnover is below He. 20,000. A specialised line d 
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bdsineM may easily develop in Chundernagore as soon as tke Bill is 
passed. This business will supply ^ods to the unregistered dealSTs 
in Calcutta who have their godowns in Calcutta. The ue^gotiation and 
the consummation of the transaction will take place in Chandemagore, 
but the delivery of the goods will l)e given in Calcutta. Most people 
would gladly undertake a day’s journey to Chandemagore rather than 
pay a tax of Rs. 400, and even a journey may not be needed at all, for 
telephone calls would be enough. 

Secondly, there are several lines of goods of which the bulk is Very 
small, but the price is very high. I refer to jewellery, gold, precioud 
stones and motor cars. The iax payable on them will be much higher 
thaif the cost of transport. It would be natural for buyers of these 
goods to prefer a drive to Chandemagore and buy these articles there 
1^^’1'ree to buying them in Calcutta tax-paid. They could save a goodi 
deal by so doing. The sellers might even keep their show-rooms 
end godowns in Calcutta and everything might be settled here. Only 
the contract of sale need be entered into at Chandemagore to avoid 
the tax. 

Thirdly, trade practices are almost sure to change to the disadvan- 
tage of all. ^ears of business experience has develojied certain 
practices in different lines of trade which the parties concerned find 
very convenient or economical. The impact of this measure on them 
is likely to threaten even the existence of many of them, and to that 
extent the object of the Bill would be frustrated. The Bill is likely 
to destroy economic efficiency without bringing in any corresponding 
benefit to the public exchequer. For example, the practices of the 
contractors, of tailors, of jewellers and of other persons who sell goods 
and services together would probably change very materially. People 
probably would no longer buy ready-made garments or jewellery, but 
would instead buy the cloth or the gold and pay for the makiu,g sepa- 
rately. Again, it is likely that people would no longer enter into 
simple contract with contractors for building their houses. The 
contract henceforward is apparently going to be a complicated affair, 
in which goods and services would be charged and paid for separately. 
The resulting inconvenience to the people is likely to be very great, 
but the State would gain nothing all the while. Why then cause these 
inconveniences P 

The tax is bound to result in a restriction of consumption. The 
i^en Chancellor of the Exchequer of England, Sir John Simon, in 
introducing his Purchase Tax in last April said, ‘‘We must be resolute 
in reducing consumption at home. It is the deliberate intention of 
TOch a tax as this to do ao/' Sir John's object of reducing consumption 
ifcr understandable, but the Hon'ble Mr. SuhraWatdy's is not. In a 
Mdety like ours where consumption is at a very low lerel^ a fnrilier 
ssstriotion oanitot of course be desirable either from the point of risw' 
12 
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of the general standard of living- of our populace or from the point of 
view of the growth of our industries. The objection becomes very 
much more serious when it is considered that the restriction in the case 
of the poor will be much more severe than in the case of the rich. 

But whatever may be the objection against a sales tax, it has to 
be conceded that it is a levy which has been increasing!}' resorted to 
in the American States, British Dominions and several European 
countries in recent years as a measure for revenue development for 
increasing the economic stamina of the i>oor. During the last depres- 
sion which began in 1929, the States in America found most of their 
sources of revenue dried up with a sharply increasing number of the 
unemployed. The sales tax was then the only measure which could’ be 
relied on for a substantia! revenue. There, the justification of the levy 
was that it was redistributed among the jMiorest classes mostly in the 
shape of unemployment benefits and therefore increased the staying 
jKiwer of the poor. Now that the depression has lifted, the tendency in 
the Slates is towards giving up the sales tax and many of them have 
actually given it up. The conditions in England are entirely difierent. 
There it is a war measure and is born of the delil)erate intention of 
restricting home consumption and diverting industrial activities from 
their normal channels so that greater emphasis may be placed on 
industries producing amiaments or goods for exiMirt. 

In India the provinces have been saddled with the huge respon- 
sibility of launching ameliorative schemes to remove the ac cumulated 
deficiency of years in resi>ect of education, public health, sanitation, 
economic uplift and a host of other things, but at the same time the 
power of taxation granted to the provinces under the (rovernment of 
India Act, 1935, was extremely limited and has been still further 
limited by recent amendments both of the Act and of the Niemeyer 
Award. A sales tax imposed with the object of increasing the stamina 
of the i>eople by constructive national work and with an eye to softening 
any undue rigours on trade and commerce and on the lower income- 
earning classes would, therefore, appear to be well justified by the needs 
of the provinces, which, moreover, could resort to few other tax measures 
so revenue-yielding as this. 

But to concede that sales tax as a method of taxation is one which 
provinces may need resort to is not to admit that the present measure 
of taxation brought forward by the Government is immediately and 
urgently necessary. I personally feel that as yet there is no urgency 
for a measure like this, at least not to the extent implied or made out 
in the Bill. At a time when due to the war situation fresh and heavy 
taxes have been imposed both on trade and commerce and on the genend 
population and when, besides, there is no knowing what further fresh 
burdens may be put on both in the near future in consequence of thia 
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• practically worldwide emergency, only a very serious and urgent neces- 
sity in the provincial sphere could justify a measure like the present. 
By such necessity, I mean, not only that an exi)enditure should be 
proved to be tor a desiiable cause, but that there also exists the 
machinery by which to give effect to what it is deemed necessary to 
undertake. One must very carefully examine matters from this point 
of view, before one can agree to the imposition of this tax at this 
time. It is usual in bringing forward a tax proposal to outline a 
scheme of development and to give an estimate of the exi)enditure 
recessary in carrying out the scheme, but the Government have not so 
far done anything of the kind. They have so far confined them- 
selvt^s merely to a repetition of generalities. To say that they 
require the money for “works which will go to alleviate the 
sufferings of humanity,” as the Chief Minister put it in a s]>eech during 
the last Budget Session, is to say nothing. The Finance Minister also 
vaguely hinted in the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the present 
Bill that the money was necessary “to maintain the natural develop- 
ment of the programme of nation-building activities already in progress 
and for the purpovse of financing the further lieneficent schemes for the 
economic irapiovement of the pro\ince.” 

The ITon’ble Finance Minister in his statement liefore the House 
yesterday gave a catalogue of the various re(|uirements of the province 
— primarN education, irrigatiem, canals and waterways, disj)cn8aries, 
iin|uuvement of agriculture, co-of>erative credit societies, projier func- 
tioning of the Agriciiltuial Department and what not. He also stated 
that the i)t‘r cajiita exjMunliture in Bengal <»n education was much 
lower than that of Bombay, the Punjab and Madras. From this he 
assumes that the necessity for new taxation would be readily admitted. 
To argue from the 8tuj)endousness of problem the necessity for specific 
measures of taxation is something really novel. Such a plea might do 
in a war emergency when money is needed to carry on war, but for 
normal work this could never serve as a justification for any particular 
tax measure. None would deny that money is necessary for the 
solution of the sliii)endous problems before us, but the reiteration of 
the problems is not their .solution, and the (piestion of finding the money 
can only come when concrete schemes for their solution have been 
prepared and the machinery has been thought out that would set the 
schemes in operation, once the necessary funds are found. Are the 
Government ready with the details of the work and estimates of 
expenditure necessary at each of the different stages of the schemes? 
Do they seriously think or suggest that during the one year that now 
remains to them they can implement so many beneficent schemes and 
to such an extent that they would recjuire as much as Rs. 2 crorea 
annually? Does their past record at all bear out such an expectation 
— a past that is replete with instances in which they have failed to 
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usif up eyen the small sums they provided for this particular matter * 
or thatP Any connected scheme or a comprehensive plan worked out 
in various stages is conspicuous by its absence in all the records of 
the Government’s activities up to this time. Mere generalisations 
can never be a sufficient plea for imposing specific taxes. The Hon’ble 
Chief Miiiister said the other day in regard to the improvement of 
the prices of jute that his Government would do for this all that was 
‘'humardy possible.” Sir, it is difficult to be satisfied with that sort 
of assurance in any matter. Human possibilities or rather human 
capabilities differ with different individuals and in different situations. 
Whet is j>ossible in a Roosevelt may not be possble in a Bengal 
Minister in the first Ministry under the new Refonns. Instead cf 
vague general assurances, which hardly provide any basis for judgment, 
what we must have are concrete facts and details as to what those 
who lun this Government consider it humanly possible for them to do 
in regard to the different problems and what exactly they think they 
are capable of doing in any stated period and how much expenditure 
they would jeqiiire to make for doing it. If, for example, they ooe 
only capable of executing a scheme that would cost Hs. 20 lakhs 
annually, what use would it be to ask our consent to support a scheme 
worth Rs 2 ciores annually? 

Kvpfi the Hon’ble Finance Minister himself does not appear to l)e 
sure of his ground. In his statement he has practi(*all\ admitted that 
there were no schemes formed and ready, which could be immediately 
jiut through on the provision of funds. He has, however, assured the 
House that every rupee of the money raised is to be spent on beneficent 
schemes, if and when made, and if it cannot be so spent, he would keep 
it in a chest locked ti,ght. This, I think, according to correct budgetary 
canons, is a preposterous demand. Modern tendencies in budgeting are, 
if necessary, to budget for a deficit and to look upon a budget not as 
an annual affair, but as a long period financial plan. It would have 
been better if the Hon’ble Minister could provide for actual schemes 
and keep the Budget at a deficit which at a later stage he might balance 
by resort to taxation, if need be. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has assured us that so long as he 
is at the helm of affairs in the Finance Department, all schemes of 
expenditure would be strictly scrutinised. Though I know that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Subrawardy will do bis level best, the House cannot be 
satisfied with an assurance like this. We have seen financial control 
gradually getting iaxer and laxer every day ; we have seen lump 
provisions being made too freely and the Public Accounts Committee’s 
report shows eases of wasteful or unauthorised expenditure in abundance, 
even when there has been a dearth of revenues. May I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister whether he has retained the original power of scrutiny of the 
Finance Department over all expenditure? Shall 1 be incorrect if I 

t 
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say th»i already the Finance Department hae agreed to forego the 
right of scrutiny over a good portion of the expenditure of the Education 
Departnaent? The Finance Minister is, after all, one of the many 
Ministers in the Cabinet, and his attitude alone cannot obviously be 
the deciding factor in governmental administration. 

There is also a serious risk attendant on collecting a large levy 
without first formulating clearly and in details a programme of expen- 
diture. The existence of a large revenue surplus in itself is likely 
to lead to laxity in control. When the money is there, it would 
naturally be difficult to resist the clamourous demands of the supporters 
of the Ministry, even though the demands may in many cases be 
unileasonable. A temptation, thus, is constantly theie to waste the 
money on non-essential schemes, on doles, etc., according to the biaa 
of particular departments. In saying this, I do not intend to put 
any blame on the Ilon’ble Mr, Suhruwardy. What I am apprehending 
is only human nature to do, and T do not think Mr. Suhrawardy 
will claim to be superhuman. 

As the coming year will precede the year when the next general 
election is due, siuih laxity in control is all the more to be apprehended. 
Full and ])roper value for the money spent is, in such cireumstaniei, 
not likely to he obtained. The purpose of an expenditure may 1 k» 
good, but that h\ itself is not sufficient. Fnless the pros and eons of 
an expenditure are ve^^ carefully weighed before the expenditure is 
made, the desired result may often not be obtained. I may cit^ as an 
instance the recent purchase of jute by the Goverument. The Govern- 
ment spent a large sum on this purchase, and they were apparently 
inspired by a laudable object in undertaking this expenditure, lint 
there is likely to be substantial loss to the Government in this trans- 
action and the object of the expenditure has not also been achieved. 
The House ought to know by this time that national uplift is not 
ensured by the urgency of its need, and merely by placing money in 
the hands of the Government. There is a third essential element — 
the limitations of time, capacity and efficiency. 

Considering the matter from all asimts, I strongly feel that we are 
at present faced with no compelliug necessity which would justify the 
Government's introducing such a huge measure of taxation. During 
the short time that remains to them this Government can, 1 think, very 
well obtain the necessary funds with the help of tax measures which 
are more equitable and less upsetting, such as 1 mentioned in my laet 
Budget Speech, e.g., tax on monopolies, tax on foreign liquor up to 
the Bombay level, and one or two other similar measures, and 1 believe 
with the help of these measures the Goverument can easily obtain the 
necessary revenue of Ks. 20 to Ks. 25 lakhs which they can spend in 
a year. If the Hon'hle the Finance Minister should, however, still 
he determined to have a sales tax, 1 would advise him to proceed 
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cautiously. I/et him start with the exemptions list extended and with ' 
a rate lower than that provided for in the Bill. The effect on trade 
and commerce will be less with a lower rate, and if the exemptions 
list be extended, there would be relief to the poorer people and to the 
infant and cottage industries. The rate, moreover, should be fixed at 
the time of the next Budget, when the exact extent of the Govern- 
ment’s requirement would be more clearly ascertainable. The condi- 
tions suggested by Mr. Sassoon, on behalf of British commerce, should 
also be generally accepted. 

I would now like to refer to an important implication of the pro- 
visions of the Bill. 

(At this stage the member reached his tiiue-limit, but was allowed 
to conclude his speech.) 

One serious objection to the Bill is that some of its provisions would 
seem to strike small industries with a heavy hand, although it is now 
admitted on all hands that Bengal’s small industries stand in great 
need of help and succour. The Bill creates so many discriminations 
against them that I wonder w-hether the Finance Minister has adopted 
them with full knowledge. Apparently, the House is told that the 
raw materials of industrv will be exempt. This is only a half-truth. 
The raw materials of the big industries only will be exempt. The tax 
will fall at full rates on the raw materials of the small industries 
including cottage industries, and this will create a discrimination 
against them w'hich might altogether threaten their existence. The 
cottage industries or the small industries will not he registered, as their 
turnover will mostly l>e below’^ Rs. !?0,(K10. They wdll, therefore, not be 
entitled to buy their raw' materials tax-free, while big industries will 
be able to do so. Secondly, the cottage industries operate mostly in 
rural ureas and buy their raw' materials from dealers who may not 
often be registered dealers. In that ca.se, the raw materials will have 
been taxed at an earlier stage and will increase in price. This will 
raise the cost of production of smaller industries, including the cottage 
industries, while the cost of production of big industries will remain 
Uiiuffivted. An example w’ill make this clear. Assume that a big 
retail store buys both handloom cloths and mill-made cloth for sale to 
consumers and is a registered dealer. The weavers who are small men 
and often buy their yarn from small men will not be registered and the 
tax will therefore raise the cost of their yarn. The mills, on the other 
hand, being registered dealers will l>e able to buy their yarn tax-free. 
Assume, further, that before the levy of the tax a pair of cloth, 
whether mill-made or hand-woven, can be .sold by the mill or the weaver 
at Rs. 5 to this retail store. The proposed tax wull not raise the cost 
of the mill. So, after the tax the mill-made cloth will be sold to the 
retail store at Rs. 5, hut the hand-woven cloth cannot be sold for lees 
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than, say, Rs. 5-1. When the retail store again will sell to the con- 
sumer, it will charge Rs. 5 + 2 per cent, on it for the mill-made cloth, 
but Rs. 5-1+2 per cent, for the hand-woven cloth. Such a dis- 
criminatory tax is sure to put into serious difficulty the hand-loom 
industry, which the Government at present is trying in many ways to 
help and resuscitate. So also the hidi makers of Bengal will be threat- 
ened with similar difficulties and may he crushed out of existence. The 
smaller hidi makers cannot buy their leaves and tobacco from outside 
the province and hence they will be taxed. The cost of production 
will rise, and they will be faced wdth serious competetion from bidis 
imported from outside Bengal. This will happen in respect of many 
othtir small industries. 

The tax discriminates against smaller industries in certain other 
w^ays also: — 

(1) Fuel and lubricating oils will not be taxed when sold to an 

owner of a factory registered under the Factories Act, but 
will be taxed when sold to the owner of a smaller factory. 

(2) A registered dealer will not be taxed on the sale of goods 

despatched to an address outside Bengal. But a smaller 
man who is not registered will be taxed on the sab* of goods 
even if despatched to an address outside Bengal. 

(3) A registered dealer will get refunds on sales already taxed, but 

the price of which proves to be bad debts. A smaller man, 
however, w’ill not get any such refund, and will be taxed 
on the credit sale of things even though the price proves 
to be bad debts. 


There are one or two other defects in the Bill which, it is essential, 
should be remedied. For example, section 5 (3) (h) gives very large 
powers to the assessing authority which may be misused. There is the 
danger of arbitrariness against which there is no remedy or appeal. 
Again section 23 (2) (a), (5) and (c) relating to rule-making gives the 
sole rule-making power to the Government. It is essential that at least 
certain directions should be given in the Bill itself as to the lines in 
which the rule-making power may be exercised, otherwise the power 
may be misused or used arbitrarily. 

I hope that if the Finance Minister should still decide to persist 
with the Bill, he would give his serious consideration to the points 
relating to small and cottage industries and small dealers as well as 
the points I have raised regarding some of the other sections of the Bill 
and try to remedy these obvious defects. 

Before I close I wish to congratulate Mr. Sassoon for his speech 
expreeaing the attitude of his party in regard to this Bill. His dis- 
cussion has been a very rational basis and he has examined the Bill 



m 


OOTERNMENT BILL. 


[30ra 

by a marshalling of tbo facts both for and against. It is very rarely' 
that the representatives of British commerce give expression to their 
views in such a very reasonable manner. If the group to which 
Mr. Sassoon belongs will adopt such a rational and critical attitude on 
all important questions, they can, I feel, make material contribution 
^^ards putting a healthy check on the blind zeal and exuberannt, 
however well-intentioned, whi<di has unfortunately characterised tnany 
an activity of the jiresent Oovernment to the detriment of the real 
interests of the province. I only hope that the firm spirit in which 
Mr. Sassoon spoke on this Bill will be kept up till the end and will not 
be given up for any extraneous circumstances. 

Mr, C. GRIFFITHS: Sir, may I speak for a few minutes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But there are speakers from yesterday who want 
to speak. 

Mr. Oa GRIFFITHS: I shall take only three minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not now. I shall see later on. 

Mr. Mi SHAMSUDOIN AHMED: Sir, the introduction of this Bill 
has created a great stir in this House. Before I go into a detailed 
discussion about the principles of the Bill I should, at the very outset, 
npeak a few words in refutation of what the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, 
the Labour-c-M^^-Finance Minister, has spoken in this House. I know 
that he is habituated to using flippant and frivolous expressions time 
and often. But I never expected that in introducing a very serious 
Vi^asure in this House he would refer to this side of the House in such 
A wnner. May I tell him that he referred to us as ^^Proja-daradu and 
(The Hon^ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: No, no. I 
^aid “alleged Prajn-daradis/') May I tell him that we are not Praj<i^ 
diwadis or Praja^handhus^ but we are Prajas or peasants and represent 

c^atUse of the peasants and in order to effectually carry out the pro- 
gramme of our party we will not stop short of any sacrifice. My 
friend is a **daradV' ; he was a labour d^iradi before he came to this 
Assembly. We knew him to be a labour daradi who used to break up 
labour unions. Here also as I>abour Minister he is trying to break up 
ji^hour unions. 

There is anothear thing that he has said. He has said that the 
majority of the members of the House is behind him and therefore it 
will be easy for him to bring any measure into the House and pass it. 
If the Hon’ble Minister does this without looking into the real position, 
withput really knowing the expediency or without thinki ng whether 
it pil} do epy real benefit to the people, only because the majouMy le 
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•iMhind him, then that will take away the whole case from him. Aa 
iROgards majority or minority, I may cite what King Henry V said. 
He said that “to-day they may make me king and to-morrow they may 
pull me down.” The Hon’ble Minister will have to face the electorate. 
Nobody knows who will stand. It reminds me of Marshal Petain*s 
lamentable expression. He said, “When the French people built the 
Maginot line, they thought that under the protection of that line they 
W’ould be able to ward off any action of German invasion. They forgot 
the military preparation of Hitler.” What I want to say is that the 
present majority may not stand. It may be converted into a minority 
or to nothing hereafter. 

As regards the details of the Bill, my friend on this side of the 
House, I mean the ex-Finanee Minister, Mr. Nalini Banjan Barker, 
has dealt with all the cases threadbare. I do not want to go again 
into those details. In the Statement of Objects and Reasona the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge has said, “The present resources of the 
Government of Bengal are not sufhcient to enable them to maintain 
the natural development of the programme of nation-building activi- 
ties already in progress, and, for the purpose of financing the further 
beneficent schemes for the economic improvement of the people, addi- 
tional revenues are essential.” May I know what is the planned pro- 
gramme of nation-building which the Ministry, or for the matter of 
that, any Finance Minister has placed l)efore this House P What is the 
programme we do not know yet. Ijet me see what is the condition of 
the masses of Bengal. I find that people are dying in thousands of 
malaria. Although the Government are trying to improve nation- 
building activities, they cannot give any relief to the malaria-stricken 
people. They cannot give actual price to the cultivators for jute. 
The cultivators have grown jute, but they are not getting the actual 
price. In West Bengal the paddy crop has failed and famine is star- 
ing in the face of the cultivators. In the face of the serious internation- 
al situation that is now prevailing, new reconstructions are going on 
automatically everywhere, but we do not know whether reconstruction 
will take place here also. 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy has referred to section 207 of the Floud Com- 
mission Report. I am sorry, he has not looked to section 208. 
has referred to agriculture. He would perhaps say that the Agricul- 
ture Department ought to be improved. But I may tell him that the 
17 lakhs that are granted every year to the Agriculture Department is 
not sufficient to cope with the situation; 27 lakhs are necessary. Him 
be not read section 208 where the Commission has mercilessly criticised 
the departmental control? You would not try to curtail the expendir 
ture of the department, you would not curtail expenditure on the police, 
you would not tax the high-salaried officials, but you will ti^y.to put 
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a tax on sales of goods which will ultimately touch the pockets of the* 
consumers. I would not have minded if Mr. Suhrawardy would have 
come out with a Bill to impose taxation on the jute mill-owners who 
take away crores of rupees after meeting all the expenses. I would 
not have minded if he had taxed all the big merchants who export 
goods from this country and make huge profits every year. But instead 
of that I find that in the name of nation-building departments, in the 
name of efficiency of administiation he brings forward measures which 
ultimately touch the pockets of the poor people. Sir, to-day not only 
on account of the international situation but also on account of the 
failure of crops and other rea.sons the situation in this country is very 
gloomy. 1 do not know at this stage what he has thought. If he has 
thought that for the future election campaign money is necessary, men 
are necessary, well, he has got thousands of men under the recon- 
struction scheme, he has got hundreds of men under the labour scheme, 
he has already got hundreds of men under the jute regulation scheme. 
Add to that several lakhs which he will spend on a Commission he will 
Appoint for deciding disptues between the parties, and the Finance 
Minister might ultimately be the supreme authority. We knew 
Mr. Suhrawardy to he a great Khilafat worker when the Turks fought 
the battle for the Khilafat. We went to jail for Khilafat but we did 
not see Mr. Suhrawardy there. But now that the Khilafat is gone 
after Mustafa Kemal has abolished it, my friend Mr. Suhrawardy 
conies as a labour leader. Then he comes to the Assembly and becomes 
the Labour Minister. Then he has come to hold the portfolio of 
Finance and he has money to the full in his pocket. He would perhaps 
say, “Don’t mind, (live me the money and as custodian of you all I 
will keep the money quite safe.” But I tell him that it is not his 
money or my money, it is the blood of the poor j^eople of this province. 
Therefore, the Hon’ble Finance Minister is not the custodian; it is the 
people who are the custodian. We do not confide in him as we know 
how he has spent the money. We do not want his assurance. We want 
to know definitely if he has got any planned programme of recon- 
struction. Had he been sleeping all these four years and at the fag- 
end of the term of office, he has come forward with this Bill saying 
“give me money and I will keep it safe and not spend it on useless 
things”? All the accusations that were flung at his face last night I 
am not going to repeat, but the fact remains that he has misspent 
money, he has misused money — I will not say, he has misappropriated 
money — but he has misused and misspent it. That is a fact. 
Therefore, we are nPt going to be deceived by w’hatever he may say on 
the present occasion. But all the same, we want to know where we 
stand. Sir, may I vsay in all humility that this is not the occasion to 
bring forward this measure 

(At this stage, the blue light was switched on.) 

« 
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Sir, I will not take much time. I do not like to inflict a long 
.peech on this House. May 1 request the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
and also my friends of the Coalition Party to put their heads together? 
(Laughter from the Coalition Party.) This is not a matter of joke. I 
would request Mr. Abul Hashiin to be more serious on this matter. 
In his district, famine is staring in the face and in other districts also 
famine is staring in the face. I would request him to go to the 
countryside; I would request the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to go to the 
countryside and see how the situation stands. So, Sir, this is not the 
time to bring for^-ard a Bill of this nature. Let this war be over and 
let us see what reconstruction takes place after the war and then if 
he (^ntinues to he the Finance ^Minister, lie may bring forward such 
a Bill for promoting nation-building activities. Therefore, may I 
appeal to him to drop the measure at the present moment? If he does 
not agree to that, let us hope he would at least agree to circulation of 
the Bill. Ijet us know the opinion of the people of the country. We 
will then be in a position to know where we stand. We will then find 
out who are the real Praja-bandhus and Praja-d^midis ! 

Sir, with these i^ords, 1 support the circulation motion, and, I hope, 
the Hon 'hie Finance Minister w ill take it into his head to accept it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ever since I came 
to this }I()u>c, I have wond<*red — very much wondered - why thin 
Government which claims to be called popular fights shy of consulting 
public ojiinion on measures brought torwaid in this House. Not very 
long ago, we witnessed the spectacle of the Ilon’ble (^hief Minister 
who is also the Education Minister fighting tooth and nail on a very 
simple proposition, namely, that the Secondary Education Bill be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. The Hon’ble <’hief 
Minister at that time said like I^iouis XIV, “No, 1 do nol care. My 
opinion is the opinion of the people.” And to-day, the Hon’hle l<'inanee 
Minister is very faithfully following the footsteps of his mighty chief. 
He is also not prepared to circulate his Bill for eliciting public opinion. 

I really wonder what may be the reason of this categorical refusal of 
a simple request. Is it because we, the members of this House, are 
the elected representatives of the people and therefore we are competent 
enough to judge a measure by ourselves? Sir, I do not think that 
the people, having elected us as their representatives in this House, 
have stipulated for ever not to express any opinion on a measure of 
Government. I think, they have not given us unfettered discretion 
for bungling. Or, secondly, is it because the proposed measure is so 
simple, so faultless, and so much beyond controversy that any eliciting 
of public opinion is a mere superfluity? I am sure that the Hon*ble 
Finance Minister himself does not think like that. The Hon'ble 
Finance Minister while introducing his Bill yesterday on the floor 
of the House l>egan like the proverbial advocate arguing a bad case 
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by attacking anid ridiculing the opposition in a manner that showed 
as much nervousness as petulance. Having bungled and mismanaged 
the finances of the province in a most reckless and light-hearted manner 
and having thus landed the Government in a financial impasse, the 
Finance Minister to-day at the fag-end of the year has come forward 
with a Finance Bill of a most astounding nature in order to get out of 
this impasse. But to our misfortune as well as to the misfortune of 
the Hon’ble Finance Ministei^ the Hon’ble Finance Minister neither 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill nor in the intro- 
ductory speech which he made yesterday has made out any case, any 
strong case, in regard to the immediate necessity of this taxation 
measure. 

Sir, the Hon ’hie Finance Minister in the first place has not cared 
to take the public into his confidence as to the present financial position 
of the Government to-day, the only jdecc of information available to 
the public so far being a statement which he was pleased to make in 
the last Session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, namely, that the 
Government w’ould close this year probably with a deficit of more than 
Rs. 1 crore. In the second place, the Hon’ble F'lianc^ Minister has 
not disclosed to us any financial plan, if he has any financial plan at 
all, beyond holding out occasional threats that he may have to impose 
new taxes for bringing a new behest of financial prosperity and happi- 
ness in the land under his regime. In the third place in his intro- 
ductory speech he has given us a formidable catalogue of beneficent 
schemes which he might work out by imposing fresh taxes. But he 
has not cared to enquire w’hether some of these schemes, good schemes 
undoubtedly, could be worked out even with the existing resources 
of the Government by effecting economy in certain departments of 
the Government where money is being lavishly spent to-day. In the 
fourth place, the Hon’hle Finance Minister in cboosing this particular 
time for the introduction of the Bill evidently has shut his eye to 
the grave economic situation through which the province is passing 
to-day owing to the war. The Hou’ble Finance Minister pretends not 
to know that the consumers who will be very hard hit on his own 
admission by this taxation measure — l)oth Paul and IMer whom he is 
going to rob — are already on the verge of ruin and any fresh taxation » 
if imposed on them, will mean utter ruin. Sir, I warn the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister in all solemnity, he must not l>e reckless. He must 
think and ponder what he is going to do for the province. And then, 
Sir, there is the question how’ this taxation measure will affect the 
trade and indu8tr>’ in the province. It has got to he remembered that 
this province economically has not benefited by the w^ar practically 
no war orders having gone to the Indian businessmen of the province. 
It has again got to be remembered that the low level of raw jute prices 
in the province has very badly affected the buying capacity of tha 
paopla, and any further taJtarion will affect it still more. This, Sir^ 
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#fill mean a death blow to the existing industries which are already 
m a moribund condition and a setback to the starting of new industries 
in the province. This is surely not a very happy prospect which the 
Mon ble the h inance Minister is holding before us in this new Finance 
Bill. These are some of the questions which have got to be carefully 
considered before one can give one’s consent to this Bill. These ques- 
tions can rightly and well be considered in the light of public opinion 
focussed on them, and therefore I beg to submit that the only proper 
thing for the Hon ’ble the Finance Minister would be yet to persuade 
himself to circulate this Bill for public opinion as demanded in the 
motion for circulation. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSEs Sir, in the present state of mv 
health it would neither be possible for me to deliver my speech properly 
nor to go into tlie question thoroughly and fully, but in view of the 
pernicious clianicter of this measure I consider it my bounden duty 
to give expression to the feelings that have been stirring the wh(de 
country against this Bill. Sir, I propose only to pick up a few point> 
raised by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. The IJon’ble the FinaiO’e 
Minister in the ctmcludiiig portion of his speech, — if it is at all a 
speech, — has said : “I repeat therefore that none of tin* provisions 
of this Bill need cause dealers any fear of harassment.” May I know 
since when the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has become the dealers’ 
denadi? He has been used to cast a fling at others saying that tltey 
were Praja damdiA : may I therefore ask, Sir, how long has the Hon’hb* 
the Finance Minister acquired a dfirad (fondness) for the dealers, and 
is this the specimen of darad that he is manifesting towards the dealers 
of Bengali I do not want to speak in a hitter language or to criticise 
him in a language which may hurt him personally. But I cannot 
ignore the economic aspect of this Bill which is going to bring disaster 
all over Bengal. If he had studied the economic problems of Bengal 
I am sure his brain could never have produced such a pernicious Bill. 
When the Hon’ble th<* Finance Minister says that the dealers need 
not have any anxiety to be harassed, will he give an answer as to whose 
concern it is — who are going to be harassed by this taxation measured 
Are not the consuraers, the tenant*^, the iniddle-closs people going to 
Im harassed by this measured 

A question that I would a^k in connection with this Bill is — What 
will be the financial position ul Government in the course of the next 
few months? Everybody knows lhat the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
for some time represented the labouring classes, but by this taxation 
measure the poor labouring classes and tenants are going to be subjected 
to a fresh burden of taxation. 

Then, Sir, only a few days ago I saw from a newspaper report that 
a regiment of Bengal Ministers had been to Delhi for some financial 
Eilp to cmitrol the price of jute in Bengal. 1 do not know whether 
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that newspaper report was correct, but it gave us to understand that, 
if the Hon’hle Ministers could not bring the financial help, they would 
tender their resignation. For Bengal it would have })eeu a great boon 
if the Ministers liad resigned on that issue. The Central Government 
has not sanetioned any money whatsoever. I he Ministers were at 
liberty to tender tlieir resignation, but we find no indication whatever 
of that. VV lien the peasants of Jfengal are not getting any Jirice worth 
the name against their ]>roduction of jute, when the tenants of Bengal 
are suffering from malaria, uhen the tenant-, of Bengal are not in a 
position to purclinH(‘ medicines, at thi>i juncture tlie lion hie tlie Finance 
Minister brings in a Bill which will at once murder flic people and 
trade of Bengal. (Crie*. ot “Oh! oli !” by the llon’blc Mr FI. S. 
Suhrawardy.) 

Mr. ])ei)ut\ Sjieaker, Sir, 1 would like to draw \our attention to 
the fact tliat the taxation prolileni in Bengal during the last four years 
is not a new one. This Governineiit has taxed the people several times. 
This (government has had the benefit of getting a huge amount of tlie 
jute export duty. What did they do with that moneyP Have they 
spent anything out of that amount for the nation-huilding dejiartments 
The jute export duty amounts to several crores of rupees. Has a single 
farthing of that amount lieen spent for agrieulturnl ]mT poses or for 
the primary education of the people? And now in the name of the 
nation-huilding department, in the name cd otlter heneficent measures, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy wants to tax u> afresh ! This is abomin- 
able, Anyway, since 1 have no more time at my disjiosal, I would like 
to draw the attention of tlie llon’hle the Finance Minister that he is 
bringing’ in a Bill wFiieh will be a death-knell to the (Fovernment itself, 
and as sueli 1 cr\ halt to the jiresent Government when there is still 
time for a halt. 


With these words, Sir, I support the circulation motion so ably 
moved by my esteemed friend Mr, Abu Hossain Sarkar. 


Mauivi IDRIS AHMED MIA; 

(yr<m ^ ^ 

^<41 C5t^ ^£1^ c?, <ffw ftufhr ai ^ 

^ fertw <?m ’JFsrsi ^ ?r^ 

^ (yrm fefro ^ (tt^ ^ 

* 
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^ 1 ^ 'srt^ >m?i? 'rtft c? 

CT®^ 51^ ^ *0 »jr^ <nF®f 's(Wm ct ^ ^ ssji 

»tttsr (Ttiji c«n:^ c?r5i?' frcifer^n i 'si 5i^ 'ltd??! ^ rtrv 

?rf?r cm^ll^ ?fs?n ^ ^ 

'^f’Rn C®lc«f^, ■4 ®1t<jTn ^ir?<3 '^t=rai C>ft*f primary oducafion (^vff^ 

f^) ®ttf% ^1 4^1 'SfT’ItO^ ■5ns‘t'T:^'TfS cabinoM^ 

®fPF 45r^ 'fWRT 'fr¥ siwiii ^Fvn i 

’^pnn ^trtr 6m ^r75 t^rinLn , 4? c?tcE5 C'lijpH i 

4sR %55I pFf I '!m<n CTraJf^ SfTW 

•Ttt^ 4^ 6 i$h c<rilk*i ft%PTPi®ritf%16 dt?, c’l^ 

■gfit footbaU4it field (mcif CTtUTO I 4 a 5m 4^ «ftf%''tk‘ra 

football jp C’fCH ^tf% ^ 511 PI I ’srTH 41 f6i 

C?tCbl> WP ’m?t5 I CP P5C7i 'PtPtP ira'p CfiPl '^1C5 'Stc^ CTC^tfl CP 
4lC«1?'!l PI District Magistrate PPF Circle OIKoenp jfl 
pfcpp 'St? C5fcii sttm.i CP cpnr m.^a-cpp Ptrs f4pi4 wIppip Sptp cp? t 
'Ptfp 4? PiTPtCP 4^ Ptf^6 ^tfs, ^'^IPI 'PtPtm Spf%l5 5P1P VCPt^t 
Pt^ PP, 4Pt 'PtPtCPP 4fOT 5PtP fwp 'SfPI 4^ cpi>t^ CP ^ItPtCPF 
4i5tCPtP *fPP PPP 'Ptfp PPfpPP'StP 'Pl^CPI vSPP? ^1P1 mooting C’FtCP 
pi?R, Ptes ?(iii? 'Ptfp Spfrs PI C5trs ®ttfp i 'sIpPp cp ^’ptpdt ?phi 
flj^pacptpp P7P?i 'i^ics; SiT a 'pcpp ppp 'siP'^tj p^ cptmpi? cpcp Ptcmi i 
^tPtCPP Pl>^ PtC5 4P^ PS Cpm — f%fp fscpp CtrfPC'5'6 — PSP'CPT'ttP 6mp 

4p*6i ?'^Hi a 4401 fl?v5<j_aciiri 4? hc6i stp Pti^tP pfpm cpIcp 
fpcpc^H 4 "Ptfp 'PtPPtfpPm cpfVni Ptfp i afept 'itp Pt'ipfm ^rtp 
tflp ^ ptwfp 6m I f%fp ^rptptrp? fPCPTP 6mp f6®pacpp pi ?PfTPi 

*tfPCSP SPtf^ (PCflt^P •!65 P''cPC®6p 6mP l 4?PPRotCP? ^ItPPI PiTftP 
empfs I 4?'oicp cmR (mcp cf'tc'bs 'Pifiiikpp mpf "ptppi 
PI I cppm pp^ cpcp 'Pt5m cptcp cpcp — ^pftppi PTtfsP^p fV cppiiiP 
<mpcpi — CP ^ p^ *itfp PI I sftf^tt^p pitp? crtcPb cptmp pp 
tfram P7f%pf PCPP S'jfs PI cslcri wtfsp S^ifs wit'® HIca pi i 4Pt cp6i 

CPPPCS C?tC«T tfl^PtlT 4^P^ fPStCPP P7P71 'PtC'P "PPPPP mfi ppppp I 
pfp 'PfPtOT PtPiTlP 'Pp' 4P'Pl PCPP CP 4? PTPTf 6m »P primary 

edaeation4P ptPI PP5 C^IPCPI . — 4PF irtfr^a ^P7 PPCP PPS C41PCP1 PI, 
SI CPtCP 4 fPCP ’PTfPPI PPt PPP'P fPCS Ptfp I Ptm Pi CPtCP WtfsPiePP 
PIP CPPCP fkPfP PCPP PSP CPlCPPt fesp 6m fPSPCPP PJPTI PltP propaganda 
BlPtCPP 4 PCPP PTPT 'PtPPl CP? I (Shout* frwn the Krisbak-proja Group ; 
EpoeUent i) plp^ "«rtPdP PCPiPP, PtlfP ^ 4^ ^ CPf*}CS 5t?, — ’PfPPT 
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g l i B cJW Kdo CJTtti «rtf^ CT '*iWOT (?rtsi 

4^ Jiw:^ «RrQ «r»r ^nm feWi g«nt ^roft %» 

JR CBC9 backward diatrict ^|«I*ft,5 W CT 4^ ▼CSW 

^CTf| ^ «r!rr »it?RT ^ C5tt7%r i 'S 

’nt. ’ift 5rt5n »pnr 4 HI«im '®i cot%sh ^rw sfffihr 
fblSc.^ C8jc4^ (R cn ^R«r 4$ sfir5’wi5H^i (Ahihbkb: 

C5C*t <5*? Finance MinisterCT I ) ’I'sWfi ^C5l’ni, RRR RR 4^ 

^ 4^ RRr 44tCT RTft rMot JiH^a sT’it^ ^rnflrora 4lwli>Hi 
C^WWI ^ I Rtf4 ^R C»r<fl *ff5, 'Sr ^^'SR '=((.*1'+ R?*f ^RR 3ICT 4lt^ | 
c’rofSr rrr *pnr ^pr 57 1 f% (R^ ? (R <rw'^«i 

rfTT »Rft 'art^ S'TRtFsi ; fftOT (RtiR, (TOR 

%3R 4W5l'*f3l^ 4^:; Wt 4^?!^ ^r5T%5H ^Rt'St CRcar Rtft 

Writer’s Buildingfel (?5CV (TFf(R C^ttC® I 4s)tH 

l%Pi f^F (R^ JF^ 7 ^\ (SR 4’tRl RRTm Rmi RtT^ (R fisfR 
JpR »PR '*31 (RtfTPQ IR WRT RfirstR ^R5T 4^’ (R (|5T ’ItRtt«rcR WRT 
<®Sl TOR I RHl ^ fefR 'Sr ’T;Xit«R (RRR=T 4^; 43F ^'^’TOR ’tr«fT 
^RR RJ* R gt^ffaR PfR! (RRRH I 

44R RRtCR (RRIPtR 'fC'R pRi? ’RRT 4? (R RR10R ’Rf'Tl RtR- 
'SliR ^ ^T^C'S ?iR (R ’^t'RR «R gl't ^Rti? R?RR afRT "RRiH 4^ftR ^sflfR 
fn, (stm TRt rrR «rt¥ 4r1|i 'jsR Jifn ?5, RRim rrt ficinq i R 

TOR Rtf4R RRfR ?rf% (3^4, (SlCR CRR RPR't RtC^ pRl (R PWR 
fiCl«R iR 'RJ'IRR (R4R ^*R 44R4 4Rftl taxation 44 tf^tlR RTS 5^41 
StFS I 'sR^’rfR RTR C4lWlS;4 — (RtCR (R f«f4lR4 fR 4tiR) RtR fTOSI, 
(,J|4rC4 ^R 'TR C4R1 4tRl 41*11 TO4 1 'SR RlC5 44^1 *RRI 
(444 CSllvj RR, C4 (.»il<p 4 RRR 4^ Rl'SR CRRtpR (RRi 'sk^ 4(.*t4 
4T:8 R11> RRR srR^tR R RRI frC'S 5RI «RHHR41 ^tfR CRfRFm 
41135 4tRl RRR 41*115 (3?Rf RRR f4I4 C4'RC4 I ’I'S ^RR RRQ 4^1 RR?! 
(TOrt? I RlW (R|f W4T RRR 4^<OT— RRR 4RR WI4CR fllRIR, 
44RR ’tfflR4 (RtlR (RtR (TT^R I 44* 4RRR 4#R (RTJ C^RRl 41 4R 
(R4t*t *!,< 4R4R RRT RR41 4411R RtPl 4t^— 4Rl1| It^RR C (RtlS 44 4tfR 
TW ^(^1 I 

(?flr»r c?^ c^t»rff I 

d C¥t1P c®rk?R “few ^ 8 (TrtS c*itc¥?f w c?ir$ ^ 

HF, ’TNTPIJ ^ 1 ^ ^ tiliH ^ 

cw (3Pftt ^ ^ I ^ \if9t 

^ ^ (?fc«r^ 0W>r 
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•wr w Iff? ^10 ftt^nr cwicf — (a mcBsa 

OF TH* Coalition Party : Ft? l ) ^t?l ?r5R C? ??'?C^ ?t? 

^ ^ Ft? ^t?n, challenge frftf — ^t ^ f C * !? CW^tt? \10 ttm 

?«t *fC? ?«t ^ fe$? fVc? I 'lit??! 

?t^ t|«^ti5f^ ^ f%2F? (7Ft?u3 fe?? c^twf^, — ^«t"c?r*fr? ?rvtt? ^itwrv 

?W? (?f?i ^ ?C5T — “pfi^ra c?^ c’?ftr^cF^, o\h *?!?, ^ 

^I'Wrc.^ C? ^ I ij? iHt? f% ? 

?Prfr? ??m, ?^ — Man behind 

the ^Plough. ^^TWI ^ ^ ?^ fir^ C^t?f| — 

Man before the Plough ^ fir^C^TQ ^ f^C? vii^<r?1 

?^ f%^U5 ?T?r ^ <7r^‘ ?T^ i ^aitcH? *fr?? 

?f-5t«tc^ ^ ^vf] (ift^ — ^?"?ft? ?t5rlt? ???ft? ??H? sfi 

c^itc^ ^ftn f^T?f5W^ c? c?^t?rf^*f^ ^c^t? c^rtr?^?! ?ftiN? 

(Ft?U31, ’^t? ?lJt?T^ bC«1*< I '^?T?T? C?? ?! 

y? c? "^t??! y’^tt? ^ ^ f^?5?i ?i c^tc? ^?c?f? TO 

cbl<jcvi wt^?:?! I ^5rt??i c?t?ti7n ?i cro^ ?t?i 'itc?? 

frsi ?^?] StF!: c? ^r?t?:'^? OTi? ^t#t? 5R?t?T?c*f? fV '??ti i 

15t?l (ytm nt? C?t^ CrtrsT <t«rT (Tlt^ C? 1 ^ ^ 

education oeea^iTMOT 

?t?i ^ ^^*51 c?tr? ©cte c?t ©^ ’«tT?t? c?*ti:? 

c?t^ 711 ^3r? fV c?tc? c¥r4i 3t?i ^ 1^, *f*f i?t?i 

oTO? < 7 rc? r : 5 ;t ^5 ^ c?Tr? c??:f ^ c?r 5 i ^ c’^c?^ 

?stC^? ^?t? I ?lfT?1 ?v5? 

?1 <31 ©rm 5pTtC?^ ^ Cfrm C^m^P? ?rf®t^ C?^ (TT©! TC? — 

4}© 7K Tjfi? ^!itTpn -TRuit^ ^ fyiPF rt7^ ?Trt 

^8(Wr^ ^tHt-^rtfir fyn?f i 

^*tt?T? "srf? ?5 t?t? f?!?^ ??? ^ I TOt^tfe ?5ti?. ?x?t^ ?3lt 

ij?TR S^fro ii?^ ?f’<n ?g?t? i f^tFc?? 

m ^tro? trf^ c^ ‘n:? fe i: ^ i ^ ^ ^ 5t^t::»r 

1%f% '^riTOJf? M ft ? r?? ? /TO t c^ c?t^ c?ftc? frr i mz^ 5?fc?t 
?r?t? ?it? ^ m%?apn c^ ^ ^ fv ©Jtw 

?rtT ?f?i? 4©i ???? ^ ( J ^ RK ? c*w ?tirTOi ^"t? 'TOn^r ©t¥t?^?«t 

H^r ^'S?! C?TOI — 44^ ?<t gt? vb\ ©t?i ^^?t? — ©tft? ^ cw® 4f«ti 
?l? ?1 I 4©tCV 44?^ normal conditi<M\ ?»n ?t? ?1 4^©1 ftTOtt 

atmamial condition. ^?t?1? 4j 4W1 ?|?^|[fv? 

Oi- 
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Mr. SPEAKER : You cannot aay what was said in your party mooting. 


MauM IDRIS AHMED MIA : ^ \x m 

^ i ^ ^ (tpk c^<f ^ 

I ^ c’<t^ ^ I ^TTtcsrfiFirt^ ^adar 

vij^ c^C'Jpc.’^ (71 ^ 4k^i cvlc4^ 

wmi q cs\ 

^8R*t^, '3 (TTk^'l^ ^ ^ ^3 ^ f^FC^ 

(7T^ c^kiJ feiiiW fwc^ TITJ ^ c^^cfc 

^tfhr 5R7ft*mn:‘=m ^ 'ii?7r(7FT^5tm 

c^k^ C5^ (7f^ (TFt^ I ^ ^ ^ f 

Dra NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has fallen to 
mo to wind up the debate on this important meu.siire on behalf of the 
Opposition, and 1 sliall try to recapitulate some i)f the arg'uments 
advanced since yesterday on the prop(>^ed taxation measure and also 
draw the attention of the ilon’ble the Finamte Minister to some of the 
theoretical objections a^:ainst tuxes of this cdiaracter. 

Sir, the ilou’ble the Finance Minister had in introducing: this 
measure delivered a sjieeidi which, to speak the least aliout it, is extra- 
ordinary. It is full of bad log:ic, undigested inconsistencies and it is 
also a rare example of wild raving-s of an intoxicated person. I shall 
not emulate his manner and shall confine myself only to his points and 
not deal with his passions. From the t)eriod tin* Hill has been before 
the country or a pr(»j)osal of this character has been made known to the 
public of Heng-al till the present moment I have not discovered even 
one who ha^ had an encomium of praise or welcome for this measure. 
Even in this House where members of different jiarties have expressed 
themselves including the estimable members of the Coalition Party 
itself, the Bill has only met with a chorus of condemnation and nothing 
else. For what mischief was once committed by the previous Finance 
Minister, Mr. Xalini Ranjan Sarker, he has expiated himself by a 
suitable exposition of the evils of the present measure which actually 
was contemplated not during the regime of the present Finance 
Minister but of the past. Ilon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, the Finance 
Minister, foreshadowed certain measures of taxation in his last Budget 
Speech. This has been referred to in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. Jn fact, we liad Wen forewarned even bj* the previous 
Finance Minister in this respect in the Budget Speech of 1938-39. 
Mr. Sarker then said — “If further taxation is necessary, we must be 
prepared courageously to impose it.” Again, in 1939-40, Mr. Sarker 
said — “Government will no doubt intnwluce taxation measures when- 
ever necessary,” and we have had example of one piece of tax which 
is known in Bengal as “Sarker’s tax,” 
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Sir, the Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawaniy in his last Budgfet Speech in- 
dicated his intention to impose various taxes, but, Sir, the g^rounda for 
such imposition were stated to be quite different from what he pute 
forward to-day. On that ocra.sion, he said — ‘‘Our expenditure has 
reached a point at which we are liviugf a little beyond our means.*' 
Further, he stated— “We in Beni^'al have with us at least a semblance 
of prosperity” and uls(» “we must seize this opportunity to develop 
our resources and to build up reserves nj^ainst the depression that we 
ail fear will follow.” It was not then stated that be wanted money 
to maintain the nutioii-buildin^ services and be. at least at that stage, 
did not think that his resources were not sufficient to meet the immediate 
reijuirements of vari{His nation-building departments. The present 
proposal for taxation thus starts with entirely wrong premises and 
further ignores the elementary principles of publi( finance. Sir, if 1 
am permitted to draw one or two pi«‘ee8 of valuable theoreti(ail know- 
ledge from reputed hook.s on public finance like the hook of Hastahle 
and others, 1 might point out that it is admitted by all authorities that 
compared to private finan(;e where exfumditure is regulated aicording 
to income, in public finance income or revenue has got to he regulated 
in relation to ex|1enditure. Therefore the first thing that has got to 
lie placed l)ef()re the House is a sclieme of expenditure, the details 
whereof have got to lie properly worked out, and the House has got to 
be convinced that during certain financial years it is possible for the 
GovernnuMit to spend that iiionc\ . And after the approval of that 
scheme alone, a proposal for raising certain nweiiue to meet such »'x- 
penditnre can he mooted. Sir, the present Bill in that sense goes con- 
trary to even this eiemeiilarv principle of public finance. 

The proposal al.so is ill-timed, ill-conceived and not justified by the 
iinaneial position, at the pre.sent moment, ot the Government of 
Bengal 

'J'his [Kiinf has been amply made out in a veiy abli' speech by our 
esteemed friend Mr. Sassoon from the Kuropean Grouf). Although 1 
do not agree with Mr. SassooTi in his eonciuHion, I might state frankly 
that he has looked at the points from our point of view at last, and we 
welcome such a wel<*omc change in the attitude of the Hurofiean 
(Jroup. 

Sir, the revenue receipts have been clearly found '‘ufficient to meet 
the revenue expenditure so far. There have of course been depletions 
of balances, but this lia.s largely been due to measures for extending 
loans and advance« which ought not to liavc laid a burden on the 
revenues ot the jirovince. Further, Sir, there have been certain 
measures adopted without consultation of the llfui.se, measures like 
the purchase of jute from the jute dealers, old jute only from the haled 
jute market, which had not the sanction of the House and which has 
entailed a heavy burden on the province of Bengal. As my frien^ 
Bai Harendra Nath ('haudhuri, has very ably pointed out, it is not true 
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ibat any b ‘nefioeiit schemes so far could not be undertaken or carried 
out for want of funds. TiUmp sums for various schemes were provided 
but could not -be spent mainly for want of proper preparation of the 
details of the schemes and also for want of all the machinery required 
for the im)pci spend injiC the same. We had been told by various 
Hon’ble Ministers when we had j)iessed for different measures for 
riation-buildinj^ services that it was not easy to set up the machinery 
overnijfht. The Hon’ble Education Minister has said that he wants 
trained teachers and that it cannot l)e done in a moment. The Hon’ble 
Agricultural Minister has said that he is short of trained demonstrators 
and hands for research work. These cannot be liad in a yeai* or two. 
Sir, that has [>een the re])ly almost on every iMu^asion when we from 
this side had pressed for an expansion of nation-building activities in 
various directions. Even, Sir, if certain schemes had now sufficiently 
matured, im immediate necessity for the general sales tax appears to 
have arisen. Firstly, because the scope foi retrenchment in the ex- 
penditure of the (iovernment of B<'!igal has not yet been fully explored. 
During the first two years of Mr. Sarker’s regime, we were supplied 
with white papers giving a review of the economy measures of the 
(Government of Bengal. The last that we had was for tlie period up to 
March, I9lib. Wc have had no sindi attempts made to ac(]uuiiit the 
House with up-to-date figures of ectmoniy by the present Finance 
Minister. In those reviews that we had before us, it was pointed out 
that ull the recommendations of tln‘ Swan Committee even had not yet 
•been worked up to. In the report submitted to u< in I'ebruary, 1938, 
it was shown that the Swan Committee proposed a retrenchment of 
Us. 1,72 lakhs, out of which the Government of Bengal had ac(‘epted 
up to Us. 93 lakhs only. There was thirs scope for further retrenchment 
to the extent at least of Us. 80 lakhs on the estimates made hy a 
re.spoiisihle Committee. Secondly, Sir, there M‘ems to he no justifica- 
tiou for the present measure at the pre.sent moment, because, us I have 
already indicated, it is not possible t(» spend the money as no suitable 
machiner\ for spending it can be set up in course of a month or a year 
or t‘veu \\\{) years. 

Sir, I uoM come to the actual provisions of ihe Bill, and I would 
like to examine the Bill fn)m the point oi view of a theoretical student 
of Folitical Fconomy as much as from tlie point of view of a practical 
businessman. We have had from Mr. Sarker a very good exposition 
of the evils of the measure. I will now recapitulate some of them, and 
add one or two more points that have occurred to me. 

In the first place, covering the theoretical ground of objectbms, the 
first abjection that strikes me is that the present proposal for a general 
sales tax has been made not with a view to substituting any existing 
measure of taxation which is likely to dry up sfion. There was a 
strikii^ c ase in Madras when the Government there proposed to pursue 
file policy of prohibition and thereby found that some other snhstititle 



UOVKTINMKNT BIIX. 


m 


waa aateeaaary to raise necessary revenues with a view to maintain the 
essential services of the State. Can this measure here be termed 
nepessary because of any emergency that has arisen, either due to heavy 
expenses that the province has got to incur on account of the war or 
any other caused If we ->tudy the histon of the sales tax of other 
countries, it will be realised that invariably the sales tux us a revenue 
has been contemplated in Kuropean count] ie^ as a result ot the economic 
disturbance due to the last war, and in America due to the ec'onomic 
depression that set in after 19‘J9. It bus been latber unfortunate that 
an attempt is l)eiii^ made to sa<ldlc the provim i* of Bengal with a 
permanent measure of taxation of tliis character at a time ^\hen, as 
ev^yhody knows and as has been made ampl\ clear from all sides of 
the House, Bengal is passing througli a most luiiientuble e(‘onomic 
distress. Once a tax of this character is allowed to be placed on the 
statute book, it has a tendemy to stick on and it becomes a tax of a 
permanent nature. It is therefore* meet and proper that the Ilou’hle 
the f inance Minister should exercise the utmost caution and at least, 
fake tin* public into his coiitidein*e and wc»iild not tight shy of the public 
ot Bengal, be they Uamllius oi labour daradta. 

Sir, m\ third 'objection to the measure is due to the fact that the 
sales tax a regressive tax contrary to the accepted principles of 
taxation (*t modern times. We have been trained in and in various 
ways we have been sjireading- education in the i)rinciples (»f Socialism, 
Where is that principle of Socialism which the llon’ble the Labour 
Minister so niiieh boasted of hut which has all now been thrown to 
the winds!*' In this pie«*e oi taxation the poor man pays at the same 
late tin* rich man. There is no attempt even to graduate the tax 
on the ba^i'* of eommodifies for luxuries or otherwise so that we could 
understand that the actual iucidencre of the burden might have l>een 
different for different classes of people. 

In the fourth place, ’i*> the IfonMcle the Finain'e Minister himself 
admitted with some amount cd' pride, it appears that this is a tax 
which would la* passed on to c-on-'iimers. Does the Kon’hle Mini.ster 
know tha< it has been the experience ol all countries that when a tax 
is passed on to the consumer, it will take the shajie of a pyramid, that 
is to say, the retail dealer adds -Jiuall extra amounts over the rate of 
tax in order t(» cover up the possible losses of fractions of the levies. 
It thus gets increased, and the burden on the consumer becomes more 
than really what it ought to he. Then, assuming that this tax is 
passed on to the consumer, dues the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
realise whether the consumer of Bengal will be able to bear this burden P 
I do not admit that the tax can l»e necessarily transferred or passed 
on to the ermsumer. In fact, it will depend on various factors. If 
there is a time of depression as there is now, I doubt very much if 
the tax can at all he pasaed on to the consumer; if the rate of tax is 
sa high aa it is here, whether the whole of the tax can be passed on 
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to the consumer or only a fraction of it can be passed on will remain 
uncertain. There is also the question of elasticity of demand o! 
particular commodities consumed, which will determine how and to 
what extent this tax or a portion of it can be passed on. 

These are questions of principle which have got to be carefully 
gone into. An elaborate thesis has been sought to be given to us 
recommending the single point tax as against the comprehensive 
general sales or turnover tax. 1 fail t(' follow the logic of the same. 
The general sales tax or turnover fax, as com]^ared with this one-point 
retail tax, has at least one great advantage that iiolmdy in the com- 
munity is exempted or lieavily burdened, as the rate is generally 
kept very low. One-quarter per cent, is the rate at present operative 
in the Madras Presidency. It has also been found by research work 
by able economists in the American States that when there is a general 
sales tax of this character with a very small levy, statistics of the 
same places shows that the tax is not necessarily passed on to the con- 
sumer even when the turnover is three or four times. Mr. S*uhrawardy 
has gloated over the possibility of the consumer being fleeced by vhe 
dealer, but he does Jiot tr\ some other method oi deviee to levy the 
tax direet from tht‘ consumer, through tokens sold, as has been 
operative in some of the American States. 

(At this stage tlie memb(*r readied the time-limit, but was allowed 
to continue for 10 minutes more.) 

There is one important point to consider when we compare the 
turnover tax with the oiie-point tax. In the case of the turnover tax, 

it is argued that there is a tendency for business to get collected into 

a few hands because they want to eliminate intermediaries and the 
middlemen. This is a feature which the Hon’hle the Finance Minister 

shudders at. I think, on the other hand, it should be welcome in a 

80cieb\ like ours where the evils of the middlemen and the exactions 
that the various middlemen obtain are too well known. On the con- 
trary, if there is a one-point tax, there is a tendency for disintegration 
of big businessmen. For example, a grocer to-day who has got a sale 
account of Rs. 40,000 will have one business in p/icc, another in <ia/, 
another husine.ss in kerosene oil and ihings like that iii order to obtain 
exemption. Tliere will he nothing t() prevent such disintegration, and 
it will he a wiwful day for Bengal if big business is disintegrated into 
small hands in order to evade the payment of tax. 

Further, Sir, 1 might submit, at this stage, that from the point 
of view of a tlieorist a selective sales tax on certain specified com- 
modities would havi? been more welcome than a general sales tax of 
tliis character if revenue imust be increased. In the case of a selective 
sales tax, Government cun adjust income to the expenditure from time 
tu time by increasing the list of commodities that Government propose 
ti include under the taxation, whereas in a general sales tax Govern^ 
ment will have all the money in its coffers and will not know what to do 
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• with the money. This is a dauprerous principle which should be 
avoided. Further, it ha^ been already pointed out by many previous 
speakers that this is a tux not on profit but on value, and as such, it 
is open to serious objeciion. 

I now come to aonn* of tlie practi( al drawbacks of this measure. 
The first practical drawback ib that the Bill does not exempt the raw 
materials used by small manufacturers of Benjral — large numl>er of 
artisans, weavers, bell-metal and bru'^sware mnniifacturers, etc. If this 
tax is imposed they will have t(j pay higher price for the raw materials 
that they use. This point has been very fully dealt with by Mr. Nalini 
iianjan Sarker in his speech Secondly, tlie Bill docs Jiot exempt the 
sale *by farmers of their farm products as has hecn done in America. 
Thirdly, the Bill exempts articles like raw jute which are consumed 
hy people making large profits, and if as the Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawardy 
claims tliat this tax is a tax whifdi uill essentially l)e passed on to the 
consumers, than the heiietit ot this exemption will ]>ass on to the 
hiUro])ean mill-owners of Bengal. 1 cannot underslund this point. 
The agriculturists will sell raw jute to the phathawalas and middlemen; 
they wdll not have t^o pay a single farthing. 

Another drawback is that the Bill does not seek to levy tax on 
Corporations. I do mU know if the term ‘‘person” used in the Bill 
is wide eiiougli to include ('orpo rations. Specific mention ought to have 
been made of (^^rporatiofls, (^o-operative Societies. (Jluhs and the like 
in the pro\ isions of the Bill. 

There i.s als(» another difficulty that the Bill <]oes not make a dis- 
tinctiou between different commoditie.s tlie characters ot which may he 
widely ditferent, c., 7 ., bullion, cloth, etc. The percentage of tuofit hy 
selling these articles is very low, particularly in big towns. Profit 
depends mostly on the turriovei so far as these goods are com*criied. 

It is also difficult to understand why small dealers paying no tax 
cannot compete with big trades as the flon’ble Minister has claimed, 
specially if the small traders receive their supplies from wdiolesalers 
outside the province. Both Mr. Nalini Iianjan Sarker as well as my 
esteemed friend Mr. Jalan have made this point perfectly clear that 
there is nothing to prevent a small trader from obtaining his supply 
from a wholesale dealer outside the province. Mr. Sarker has pointed 
out that probably the Hon^ble Finance Minister will depend upon the 
protection of cost of transport. I must at once tell the Hon ’hie Finance 
Minister that the cost of transport from Calcutta to any part of North 
and East Bengal, say from Calcutta to Dinajpur, is almost the same, 
if not more than the cost of transport to such places from Monghyr, 
Patna or Purnea. It will be a woeful day for Bengal if by this ill* 
conceived measure the small traders are forced to go to places like 
Moogliyr, Patna, Pumea, etc. Another practical difficulty that T have 
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felt ia that such a measure will inevitably lead to migration of whole-* 
sale business and disintegration of the large trade. Once this law is 
enacted, you will be drawn into the necessity of enacting another law 
which is called in America “Use Tax,” in order to prevent the people 
of this province from using any article coming from an adjoining pro- 
vince. That would be a very dangerous thing. Further, I want to 
point out that the exemption list is limited and the rate proposed is high 
and (Government ’s power to raise the rate from 2 per cent, to d per cent, 
is a dangerous proi)OKa]. Moreover, tlie estimated leceipt or yield of 
Us. 2 crores and the cost ot collection amounting to Us. 7 lakhs as state<l 
by the Hon’ble Minister are illusory. I know it for certain that an 
expert of (ioveynnent lia.s calculated the \ield at U^. 10 crores at 1 per 
cent, and lo.^, croies at 1 pice a ru]>ee and tin* co.st <»i (rollection as about 
Ibn. od lakhs. I would like to have details from the Hon hie Minister. 
Jiet us not have a taxation by a backdoor measure, by hoodwinking the 
public of this province. The public have a right to express themselves 
fully on a measure like this. A small levy like the tobacco tax created 
such a situation that the Hon’ble the (’hiei Minister had to assure his 
constituency that as soon as he became the ( hiet. Minister he would 
remove that jiiece of taxation. Now, Sir, that tobacco tax is coming 
to the people over a hundred times and yet the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister thinks that he will be able to have the suj)port of the people 
of Bengal. There is nothing wrong in asking the public of Bengal to 
express themselves on this mea.sure. Even the time asked for circula- 
tion, that is the dNt of March, 1941, i*^ not considered too long. I am 
prepared to acce])t the circulation motion uj» to the dist December. 
(Government are not going to lev\ the tax before September, 1941, as 
Mr. Suhrawardy has assured us. In that case what is wrong in allow- 
ing the publi(* 'of Bengal to expres.s themselves freely on this mea.sure K 
Are the (Government nfrai<l of public opinion? 

With these few words. Sir, I support the motion for circulation. 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would not have 
intervened in this debate had it not been for the fact that most of the 
members <»f the House, friends and foes alike, seem to be labouring 
under a .serious misapprehension regarding the Bill. As regards the 
main provisions and the charges that have been levelled against the 
provisions of the Bill, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will no doubt 
give a suitable reply. 1 will only draw the attention of the House to 
fiertain salient points. But before doing so I would iui«ke an earnest 
appeal Wall the members of this House, whether they are the supporters 
of Government 'or oppositionists, to realise the fact that it is npt tlie 
dibinet Ministers alone that are responsible for the administration^ 
Imonuse oonsidmlng Urom a ^ broad point of view every liiglcf'iiieinbir 
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• of the House is individually and collectively responsible for the aohemes 
which Government may take up for the administration of the affairs 
of the province. 

Sir, my lot is an extremely unfortunate one. I have to bear the 
brunt of all criticisms. It has been said that we have been Hquandering^ 
away money mostly for personal ends, and one member, Mr. Sh>ama* 
prasad Barman, has suggested (hat much of that amount has been 
spent practically in bribing the members of the ('oalitii>n Part> . Sir. 
I will not reply to abuse b> abuse. I will only make an earnest appeal 
to the honourable members to take a dispassionate view of things and 
to consider our shortcomings in a sympathetic spirit and help us, if 
possible, in our atteni])ts to improve the hu (d‘ the poor people of 
Bengal. 

As regar<ls the surplus, tlie House of course knows that we have got 
some money. It is not possible for me to give the exai t figure at the 
present moment, but I may say that it is somewhere in the neighbour- 
hood of two crores of rupees. \ow. Sir, that money has not been spent. 
The House will remember that immediately after the House met for 
the first time, Bengal has been visited by floods and even famines — not 
to speak of scarcity — for two consecutive years. We had to give money 
for relief work; we had to advance mone\ to the agriculturists in the 
shape of agricultural loans and last year, we ha«l to spend Ks. flO lakhi 
in purchasing jute. 1 believe most sincerely that barring the money 
that was spent tor relief, much of the money that has been spent on 
agricultural loans and on jute will again come back to us, if not with 
profit (laughter I, at least a sufficient (|uantify will be available to us 
for capital expenditure in the province. I find some of my friends do 
n(»t accept the expre.ssit»n “with pr<»fit.’' We do not want If) make 
profit. So far as jute is concerned, we may make a proflt-- 
let us hope we will ! But as I have said the money that was 
spent by (ioveriimeiit will come back to us. Of course, some money 
which has been sjieiit we will not gel back because that was spent on 
gratuitous relief. But, Sir, even if we had spent all money in that 
way, I submit that that argument would have been beside the point. 
What we require for Bengal is not money for capital expenditure, but 
we require money for recurring expenditure in order to meet the 
expanding needs of administration. Bengal had always been in the 
forefront of all the provinces of India in the mutter of advancement in 
political, social, literary or other fields. But at the present moment, 
B^gal is the poorest province and for causes, wiiich I make bold to 
•ay, over which we the Ministers hail no control. (Jonsider the case of 
Bombay, for instance. That province with a much lesser area and 
with, nearly half the population of Bengal^ has got an income of 2 
more than what we have got. Similar is the case with lf#dvas 
wad^other provinces. Bengal's per capita ezpendttuee fm* th# oott of 
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administration is the least of all the provinces, and what we require® 
is not 1 lakh or 10 lakhs or 50 lakhs or 1 crore but about 6 or 7 crores 
if we are to discharge our responsibilities properly to the people of the 
province. Speaking as a Minister in charge of Education, I require 
at least 4 crores of rupees more than what has been budgeted in order 
to meet the requirements of primary education, secondary education, 
collegiate education and in various other matters which are essential 
to the cause of education. Take the case of secondary education. 
Supposing Hie Secondary Education Bill is passed into law and it 
becomes an Act, how will it help the country unless we can have the 
money to finance the scheme and this will require about Rs. 50 lakhs 
more than what we annually spend at the present moment. Again, 
take the case of primary education. Ijet us forget for the moment that 
we have got the Education cess. If we impose no cess, then a little 
calculation will show that no earthly power can introduce free and com- 
pulsory education in this province with more than a lakh of villages 
and with more than (i million boys of school-going age at a cost less 
than 3 to 4 crores of rupees if you are to pay something like living 
wages to the teachers of the primary schools. Now, where is all this 
money to come fromH Some honourable members have accused us of 
having misspent the money. I can speak with confidence on behalf of 
all the Ministers that we are ready to forego our salaries if that solves 
the problem of Bengal. Will it solved You will only get a few lakhs. 
We will try to cut down expenditure in every possible way. But the 
House must remember that there are certain items of expenditure which 
are absolutely earmarked in various w'ays and over which the Ministers 
have got no control. As regards the .services, we have cut down their 
salaries to a point which is below the salaries prevailing in other pro- 
vinces. As a matter of ta<‘t, in con.sequence of the activities of three 
retrenchment committees in many respects Bengal is spending less than 
other provinces on many items of expenditure. Now*, Sir, as I have 
said, the question is not of lakhs but of Rs. 5 or (> crores, and it is a 
mistake to suppo.se that the money which we have got as a surplus in 
one year is really money which can solve the problem. Even if we 
have Rs. 4 crores, after we spend that Rs. 4 crores, we 
will have no more money. It is not for capital exj)enditure 
that we require money. It i.s only a surplus, not a recurring 
surplus. If it is a recurring surplus, it means recurring revenue. 
What w’e have got to find out is recurring revenue. I submit therefore 
that some kind of taxation is absolutely justified. Now, Sir, we have 
■explored all possible avenues. During the last two years we have done 
our best to find it out. This is a tax which gives us the maximum 
revenue with the minimum of difficulties to the onlinary cultivator and 
the poor man and in our judgment this tax is the only tax that we can 
hav<; ai»d this is thb only Bill that we can bring forward before the 
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9 ou 06 . The Bill was g'SKetted. It has been before the public for some 
time and as far as I remember I have never received any word of com- 
plaint up till now. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL; What:- 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQS 1 have not received any 
word of complaint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS You are not the Minister in charge. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* 1 am talking of myself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Ask the Minister in charge. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He may have got. ]>ut I 
have not received any word of oom])laint. I have not received anything 
either well conceived or misconceived. Wliat we want is that tlie Bill 
should go to a Select ('ommittee. They are to suggest alterations, 
additions and changes, whatever may he necessary. I never expected 
that on the motion for referring the Bill to a SelecI Committee there 
would he so much opjiosition. 

Sir, as 1 have said J do not wdsh to go into details But there is one 
particular point in the speech of my friend Mr. Idris Ahmad wliich 1 
must take the liberty to correct. Like many of m> friends in the 
Opposition he has also repealed the slogan that though 1 
promised the [leojde ‘V/r;/ hhnf" . | ha\c not given them 

dal hhat W hat I said in that maniicsto which was read 
out several times by the members of tlie Opposition was this: “The 
problem of 'd^d hhat' is the problem of pnddems to-day.” That does 
not mean that I have got l)had' ready in my house in JhowtAla 

Road which anybody can come and eat, because J am not a cook. I 
did not and could never promise ''d<d hhad’ for millions of people. If 
there was anyone wdio believed that I w^ould give '"dn! hhad' to five 
crores of people, be must be a fool. Not only that, he must he living 
in a fools’ paradise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is just like you! 

Tilt Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: But 1 never said that. 
Don't misquote me. I never promised dal hhat. All that I said was 
that the problem of dal bhai was the problem of problems. If you go 
to the villages, you see half-famished people, half-fed people, who do 
not get one square meal from year’s end to year’s end. That is the 
problem. But it is quite different from saying that I would provide 
dal bhat to millions of people. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: We do understand it nom 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have now understood your dis- 
co ver\'. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It no discovery. You 
are wiltuJly uiisrepresentinp me. 1 ivould only tell the House that 
I never ‘^uid anyt}iin^>' like that. Now, Sir, I shall conclude. 

As re^^urds the Hducution Department, Jet m> Iriends remember 
whatever the position may be 1 will come forward v\ith a Hill for at 
least Ks. 4 crores in addition to whatever may be the demands of other 
departments. You must p-ive me the money; otherwise, in all fairness 
you ou>^ht to call upon me to resign. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. Mr. Speaker. Sir, may 1 say one 
word with regard to the .statement of the llon’ble the Chid Mini.ster? 
Hengal has been expecting dal h/iat from him so long: even that promise 
has MOW been taken aw'uy. 

Tho Hofl’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, so man.\ criticisms 
have been levelled against me personall.N and against the measure w hich I 
have had the honour to place before the House that, I think, to do 
justice to them 1 shall not be able to conclude my speech to-day, 
and I would request you to give me some time on Monda> . 

The opposition was .set ndling 1)\ Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. 1 
strained my ears and my imagination to ascertain from him exactly the 
nature of the opposition, hut I must confess. Sir, that I was greatly 
ilisapiiointed as mostly his arguments were vacuous wliich I propose 
to ignore. 

Now, Sir, I w’ill deal with certain general matters that have bden 
raised b> the members of the Opposition and b> Mr. Nalini Kanjan 
Snrker and Mr. Sassoou. A point rai.sed by them wo'^ that the exact 
financial position has not been di.sclosed. The reason for that is that 
we intended to place before the ilou.sc a supplemental y budget in order 
to disclose the correct financial po.sition, but as the ('ouncil will sit 
much later and a convention lia.s grown up that the Council should have 
an opportunity of criticising tir at any rate iliscussing the supplementary 
budget before it i.s actually passed by this House, I have not been 
able to place it liefore you this session. Hut we shall take the earliest 
opportunity of doing so in January. 

Sir, Mr. SassOou has said that tJie deficit is uot likely to nmtehaliiie. 
This is a point on which I must regretfully say that he is wrong. 1 
say the deficit is going to materialise and materialise with a vengeance^ 
Mr. Sassoon has reminded me that the deficits with, w^hich my pnedeaaa- 
aor in office threatened the House have not matertakaed. This ia isms. 
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fn 19tJS*39, the expected deficit was 12 lakhs, but actually the receipts 
and the expenditure exactly balanced. In 1989-40, the expected defi- 
cit was 87 lakhs, but actually, excluding* certain accounting* adjust- 
ments, there was a surplus of 17 lakhs. In February this year, 1 
forecasted a deficit of 57 lakhs for the (uiTciit year. 1/euving aside the 
30 lakhs that we spent on jute purchases to wliich I shall refer later, 
we have accepted liabilities for expenditure of 38 lakhs over and above 
what was forecast in the budget ; 23 lakhs has been spent on jute regu- 
lation and licensing and a further sum of 10 lakhs on primary educa- 
tion. Therefore, this post -budget liability has raised the figure of our 
probable deficit from o7 lakhs to 90 lakhs, and when we include the 
30 ln(khs spent on jute, it comes to 120 lakhs. Now as regards the 
revenue position, that has deteriorated on account of circumstances 
over which we had no control. Our receipts from the jute export duty 
are almost sure to be 50 per cent, below the budget estimate; unless 
there is resum])tion of export, our land revenue receipts will certainly 
l>e 1 elo\N the budget estimat<‘ (T)r. N.\linaksha Sanyai. : The 
Nemesis has come!) I thiuK my honourable friend Uai Harendra 
Nath ('haudliuri realised this, ami hence will uccej)t that there is an 
a<‘tual deficit which will have to he met by taxation. Therefore, Sir, 
the taxation measure is ahs(>iulel\ essential to meet the present (Dr. 
N u.iN \Ksu \ S\ny\l: To meet the defi<*it emergency. 

A further point has been raised that we cannot possibly spent the 
amount on nation-building departments. Mr. Fhaudhiiri and Ih*. Sanyal 
have pointed out from the Report of the Public Accounts Committee 
for 1938-39 that we had budgeted for many measures and that we had 
allotted lump sum grants which we were not able to spend in the course 
of the year 1938-3!). Since then I may tell these two honounible 
gentlemen wdio were inemhers of the Public Accounts ('ommittec that 
our policy has been further tightened up and there are few^er lump 
sum grants now than there were before. But there is another reason 
for it, and that is that schemes do generally take some time to mate- 
rialise, but 1 may point out that some of them have materialised by 
now. The situation in 1938-39 is not the situation in 1940-41 (Rai 
Haxkni)ha Nath PHAUimrRi ; Why notP) It is not; I am only 
stating it. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Jalan has ver> fairly remarked that any person with 
commonsense or wisdom should be able to give a better and a longer 
catalogue of measures. It is not a question of better or longer cata- 
logues of schemes. The schemes which I have placed before the Houae 
are the wrhemes which we have considered, and I have only referred 
to those wliemes which each department is considering, many of which 
lure by now attained frnition and many cannot be put into operation 
beeanse we haie not got the money. It is not a tinestitht of finincing 
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only; it is a question as to which scheme is to come first. We havt> 
many sfdienies in mind. Take the (juestiou of establishment of any 
big industry and Government supporting, subsidising or financing it. 
In view of our present resources, can we even consider taking up these 
schemes; we cannot unless we know exactly where we stand financially. 
Government cannot go on taking up one scheme after another, having 
them examined by department after department and then wait for 
better days to put them into operation. We can only take up schemes 
to the extent to which we feel we are able to get, or are likely to get, 
finances in the near future. Therefore, Sir, it is specific schemes alone 
which we can consider and take uj). There are many schemes on 
which wc can spend at once. Take one scheme, viz., about pi^mary 
education. We have attempted to introduce primary education 
in various districts, though we have not been able to do as much as we 
liked. We have not been able to push on the schemes with the 
resources at our dispo.sal. When we get money we shall he able to take 
up the schemes in riglit earnest. It all depends upon the financial 
condition of the province. 

Somebody has said that this i.s a taxation tor future election 
propaganda. This, I know, is going to be utilised against us in the 
election propaganda. When we are certain that we need money in 
order to carry on nation-building activities, we must have that money. 
If we were not so certain, we would not have brought this taxation 
measure, we should have left it for the future Ministry to bear the 
burden of this unpopularity. But we have got to do this. We want 
really to curry on the works in hand and for that purpo.se we are 
prepared even t(» risk that unpopularity. We feel it to be our duty 
to do these things for the welfare of the people of the country. 

It has been said that we have squandered away nu)ne\ right and 
left. Some figures have l)e(‘n given to show the amount of money that 
we have had at our (lisj)osal. In order to satisfy myself, in order to 
satisfy the conscience that I pos.sess, I have examined the Budgets of all 
the years beginning from 19dT-d8, to the present. I did it in order also 
to ascertain whether we have really .spent money on items of expendi- 
ture that we can justify. 

Sir, the amount of mone,\, extra money, at our di.sposal annually 
is not 4 crores, is not '2 erores, is not one crore, it is only Its. 60 lakhs. 
1 am prepared to show this, and to explain this fully at some other time. 
J vshall make it clear in my Budget Speech if I am permitted to place 
another Budget before the House. Now I shall give some figures, some 
items of main expenditure. Al'out Rs. 35 lakhs have gone to the Educa- 
tion Department, viz., an increased grant of Rs. 3,74,000 to the 
University, Goveruiueut Art Oollege — Rs. 1,87, OIK), Non -Government 
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>Art Cofteges — Rs. 2,62,000, Government Secondary Schools — Bs. 70,000, 
Non-Government Secondary Schools — Rs. 5, ‘12, 000, Primary Schools — 
Rs. 7,77,000 and a further Rs. 10 lakhs. Government Spet'ial Schools — 
Be. 3 lakhs, Non-Government Special Schools — Rs. 3,38,000, Scholar- 
ships — Rs. 2,11,000, and various miscellaneous — Rs. 3,99,000. 


For Debt Conciliation, which we think has saved the people of 
Bengal from a grave economic crisis, which has prevented their lands 
from passing into the hands of the nuihajanSy which has given them some 
breathing time, we have increased our expenditure from Rs. 1,07,000 
in 193()-37 to Rs. 23,12,000 this year — an increase of Rs. 22 lakhs. 
We have sjHuit this money for the welfare of the people of Bengal. 


Similarly, there have been increases in the Department of Rural 
Reconstruct io!i, increased provisions for Irrigation Works, for 
Maintenance and Repairs. For rural water-supply then‘ has been an 
increase of Rs. oA lakhs, tor free distrihution of (juinine Its. 3 lakhs, 
for urban water-supply Rs. 2 lakhs, anti-malarial measures Its. 2 lakhs, 
Kala-azar Its. oO.OOO, reorganisation of rural ])ublic liealtli units 
Rs. li lakhs, increased provisi(»iis for sewerage schemes, and for other 
miscellaneous schemes, c.//., tuberculosis survey, etc. It has been 
alleged by some of the Opposition members that (fovernmeiit have 
squandered money at their disposal right and left. 1 think we have 
well sp(‘nt the immey, and we <’an give a satisfactory ac(‘ouiit of it and 
can prove to any one that the money has not been sj»eiit in a manner 
to which exception can be taken. 


Sir, 1 would now refer to the speesdi of Mr. Abu Hossuiri Sarkar. 
He has said that we are subsidising certain papers for emr own 
propaganda. 1 do not know what papers we are subsidising, nor do I 
quite know what he means by “propaganda by subsidising.” I had 
thought, Sir, that subsidising trashy papers was a monopoly of hit* 
party. He has also referred to cert-ain persons who were externed by 
Sir Charles Tegart having been brought back and supplied with jobs and 
motor cars, which, I can tell him definitely, is not true. Then he says 
that we procured a lakh of people at the time of the no-confidence 
motion. 1 can understand his mortification and envy at the demonstra- 
tion that was held in our favour. These people came spontaneously, 
and 1 thank God for it; that we have l>een favoured with the edufidence 
and tJie affection of the masses; not a pice was spent either in organising 
the deimmstration of collecting the people. That meeting showed con- 
clusively — and in a manner which must have given a shock to the self- 
complacency of the opposition — that demonstrations and slogans are not 
their sole monopoly. That is the position which, I think, neither Mr. 
Abn Hossain Sarkar nor Dr. Sanyal will deny. 
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Mr. 8arkar has raised the point that we have committed a graftt 
crime by exempting jute from taxation. Dr. Sanyal has said that if 
jute was taxed, it would have brought in something out of the pockets 
of its consumers, namely, the mills. I would only be too glad to tax 
jute if it could be shown that it would not result in further depressing 
the price of jute in the mufassal and that the tax would not ultimately 
be passed on to the agriculturist. 1 am not sure that such would not 
be the case, and I have therefore exempted jute from the operation of 
the tax. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, it is 1 o'clock and 
the Hoii’ble Finance Minister may continue on Monda^ next. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 think. 1 might meet 
Mr. Sassoon’s point and leave the rest for Monday, and I will take 
about 0 or 10 minutes to meet his point. 

Mr. R. M. HA880N: I would a])])reciate if my point is dealt with 
on Monday. 

Th% Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 have the answer 
ready for my friend ami, I think, lie will be satisfied witli it. However, 
if the House so desires, I shall answer that on Monday. 

Before J close, J would request m> frieniK of the Kuropean benches 
to think over the miittey. 1 think, the\ must have been gratified 
<‘onsiderab]y at the wa\ in which their attitude towards tlie Bill has 
been greeted by the Opposition. My friends from ln)tli the groups in 
the Opposition have appealed to the Euroj)ean> to try and use their 
efforts to turn <lown this Bill. The incense which has been burnt at 
their altar must be particularly gratifying to them. They occupy a 
very privileged po.sition in this House and their position of privilege 
has been enbam ed by the manner in which the Opposition has appealed 
to them. 

1 would also mines! them that when they consider their attitude 
towards the Bill they would decide the question on its merits and not 
on account of any consideration or any effect that it will have on them 
or on their constituents, I would like to appeal to them to consider the 
merits of the Bill for the greater good of Bengal. 

ProgrMMiw BiitiiiMS. 

Mr* SPEAKBRs I might announce the business of Monday next. 
The first item after questions will he the discussion on the pmoiple 
oontaiaed in Mis Excellenoy^s message which has been paitieularly 
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fixed for Monday. After that, we will take up the Finance Sales Tax 
Bill. Then, there is a short Bill — the Bengal Legfislature (Removal of 
Disqualifications) Bill — and, by arrangement with Government, we 
have allotted 1 hour and 15 minutes for discussion of the special motion 
on jute which is likely to be taken up between 5 and 6. 

Adjournment 

It being 1-5 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4 p.m. on Monday, the 2nd December, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935« 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 2nd December, 1940, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. S])eaker (tlie llon’ble Khaii Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 217 members. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Special Officer’s report on the report of Floud Commission. 

16. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; {a) Will the lion lie Minister 
in charge of the Itevenue Depailment be pleased to state when the 
Government received — 

(0 the re<*ommemlations of the band lievenue Conimissiou (Floud 
Commission) ; and 

(ii) the report of the Sj)e<‘iul Ollicer aj>pt)inled to examine the report 
of the Flood (/ommission, if any'" 

(i)) Will tlio Uon’ble Minister Ik? jileused U> state — 

(i) what are the principal recommendations of the S]>ecial Officer; 
and 

{ii) what stejis the llovernmcnt projwse taking to implement the 
recommendations of the Floud Commission or of the Si>ec-ial 
Officer ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): u) 21st March, 1940. 

{ii) The refwrt was submitted in instalments and the last instal- 
ment was received on the 7th October. 

(6) (i) The recommendations are being examined by Government and 
they propose to treat the report as confidential. 

{ii) Government lioi^e to decide their line of action after the 
examination of the report is completed. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a)(it) 
where it is said that the report was submitted in instalments and the 
last instalment was received on the 7th October, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state which year was this? 


The Handle 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: 1 believe it 
was 1940. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, can I not have definite 
infftrmatiou? I find that so far as the previous answer (o) (/) is 
concerned, it is 21 st March, 1940. Of course, the Special Officer’s 
report must have been then in 1940. Will the lloirble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Oovernnient expect to finish their examina- 
tion of the Special Officer’s report? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: it is diflieult to 
give a definite dale. It involves several important issues and 1 am 
afraid I cannot give a definite date. But \se are trviiig jo (*.\petlite 
the matter as much as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’hlc Minister be 
pleased to state if Oovernment arc contemplating appointing yet 
another Sjiecial Officer to go into the rejiorls ol tlie SjMicial Otlicer 
and of the Commission? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If it is the 

desire of the Opposition, (lovcrnment will welcome the suggestion. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We had one ('om mission of 
enquiry. Government then apjiointed a Special Ofticer to go into or 
study the Commission's reixirt and now Govern mint arc again con- 
sidering that report. So, may 1 emiuire how they propose to go into 
this enquiry? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Whenever 
Government appoint a Commission or Committee, they are in the 
babit of examining its report and they cannot give it up. But if it 
is the desire of my honourable friends opposite that Government should 
appoint another Committee or another Special Officer to examine the 
report further, Government will welcome that suggestion. 



QUESTIOKS. 


[2itB BiO„ 


i«e 

Mr. tURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minirter' 
be pleased to state whether Government have considered the desirabi- 
lity of giving effect to the report of the Floud Commission before the 
term of the present Assembly expires? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That wiU be 

putting the cart before the horse. Government are examining the 
report and they cannot make up their mind before their examination 
is complete. 


Sarta Bridge oeer the Haida river in Chittagong district. 

17. Dr. SANAULLAH. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
whether he has received the plan, estimate and survey report of the 
Sarta Hridge over the river llalda on the Chittagong-Hathazari-Mogha- 
chari Itoad in the district of Chittagong from the Chittagong District 
Board ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the construction work of the said 
bridge is likely to commence? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Chittagong District Board was 
written to for the jdan, estimate and survey report? 

{d) If so, when? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what amount are the Government prepared to spend for the 
bridge; and 

(tf) how do the Government propose to meet the balance, if any? 

MINISTER in ohargo of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) In July, 1989. 

(e) (t) R8.73,()00. 

(it) The Chittagong District Board have undertaken to meet such 
further amounts as may be found necessary to complete the project. 
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Improvfiiient of the old Bonarot Road from Hoivrah to Ihoakliala* 

18. Mr. TARAKNATH MUKHER4EA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
be pleased to state — 

{a) what steps have l)een taken to improve the old Benares Road 
from Howrah to Sheakhala ; 

(6) what amount has been already allotted for this project; and 

(r) when the work is likely to be taken upP 

the Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of CoasindMuar: 

(a) It has been decided to take up the improvement of the ix)rtion of 
the old Benares Hoad from Cbanditola to Sheakliala in the district of 
Hooghly and work has already been started on this portion. It is 
not proposed to take up the improvement of this road from Howrah 
to Chanditola in the near future, as practically the whole of this 
portion is already metalled and bridged. 

(b) Rs. 50,000.* 

(c) Does not arise, ride reply to (n) above. 


Number of voters of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

19. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be 
pleased to state tlie total number of voters both male and female of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly of each community for every consti- 
tuency for the ensuing election of the iVovincial Tiegislative Assembly. 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): Complete information is not availubl(>. 

Storage facilities for surplus Jute- 

20. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEEs (a) Will the llon tde 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department he 
pleased to state what the Government profxise to do with the surplus 
jute that for want of selling facilities is now lying in the hands of the 
cultivators P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that for want of credit and 
storage facilities it is becoming extremely difficult for the cultivators 
to keep the jute any longer ? 

(e) If so, what steps do the Government propose to take for increas*> 
ing the storage facilities? 
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MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Honlile Mr. Tamizuddin Khan); (a) A good 
deal of the jute now in .the hands of cultivators will undoubtedly be 
bought up by the trade. Both mills and balers must make purchases to 
cover their consumption during the rest of the season. The question as 
to how and by whom the actual sur]>lus can best be held and carried 
forward to the next season will l)e discussed at the conference to be 
held in Delhi on the 4th December at which representatives of jute- 
growing provinces and the mill industry will meet representatives of 
the (Vntral Government. The action which this Government can and 
will take will very largely dej^end on the decisions reached at that 
conference. I cannot therefore give any categorical answer to this 
question now. 

(h) Government are aware that the holding power of growers is 
limited for the rea.sons mentioned. They are however very pleased to 
see that there is as yet no sign of any undue selling pressure on the 
part of growers. 


(c) The question is an extremely difficult one and cannot be solved 
immediately. It has been under consideration tor some time and 
various proiwsals, including those made by the Bengal Jute Enquiry 
Committee have l>een examined. No final decisions have yet been 
reached but enquiries are being actively pursued. 


Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: AVill the Ilonble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government have got any 
definite proposal to place before the Conference at Delliiy 


The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Yes 


Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE; Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to give the House some idea as regards the 
proposal 


The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, there are various 
proposals under the consideration of Government. I do not know how 
far those proposals will be acceptable to the Government of India. 
I think it will not be proper in publi^ interest to give publicity to 
those proposals this stage. 
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JiMtiMnt of peraons dotained under Defonoe of Indio Ruloo at undoi^ 

trial prisoners. 

21. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Wil\ the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Home (Jails > Department be pleased to state the 
reasons for treating those who are detained under rule 120 of the 
Defence of India Rules as under-trial prisoners though no trial is held 
against them? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Detention under llefence 
of India Rule 120 is tein]X)rarY only. During this period it is neces- 
sary to provide for their treatment. Tlie existing rules oi>plieable to 
under-trial pri.soneTs are most suitable and convenient for these cases. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the .same kind of treatment was meted out to 
the detenus in the past, that is, before the ])romulgation of the ruh's? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I was not in (hargi* of 
the department when detenus w(*re first being takmi in. and I am 
afraid T am md in a position to answer that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With refereme to the 
Hon’blt* Minister’s answer that the existing rules aj)plieubl(* to under- 
trial jirisoners are most suitable and convenient for thesi* classes of 
prisoners, will tin* TIon’ble Minister be pleased to state wheth<‘r he 
does not consider the rules which were in vogue for the didention of 
prisoners in former days ap])licable to the cases oj (hdeniis? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would like to make it 
clear that in the old days there were people arrested and detained for 
a month under the Bengal Criminal Law' Amendment Act in jail and 
then afterwards when their cases were finally examined and approved 
of by the Judges and it was finally decided to detain them, tlu*y were 
eent to detention camps and the Detention Manual used t-o be referred 
to them. In this particular ease, wlien people are arrested under 
rule 129, the arrest is of a temporary nature, liocal officers can 
detain them for fifteen days and afterwards with the sanction of the 
Local Government the prisoners can be detained for two months, but 
they cannot he detained for longer than two months, and if afterwards 
they are detained they are detained under rule 26. What Govern- 
ment have done is that they have promulgated a rule under rule 26 
which corresponds to the relevant Detention Manual rule with thit 
4ifference that in the old days the detenus used to receive cash allow- 
ances and now the security pfisouers under the Defence of India 
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Buies instead of receiving cash allowances receive them in kind. 
JLb far as possible the conditions are practically the same. So far 
rule (P) 29 is concerned, what I have decided is that up to 15 days they 
will be treated according to the rules for under-trial prisoners and 
by that time we shall know whether they should be detained under 
rule 26 or should be let off. Therefore, after 16 days, we propose to 
put them on the terms contained in rule 26. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether by his answer to my previous 
question he means that the detenus after the expiry of fifteen days 
when they will be taken as permanent detenus so to say will foe 
entitled to the same considerations as the detenus were receiving in 
former days including the grant of family allowances to their depen- 
dants and cash allowances to themselves? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the fundamental 
difference between the old rules for detenus and our Defence of India 
(Security of Prisoners) Rules is that in the former case they used to 
receive cash allowances while under the existing, cin'unistanc’es we 
are going to give them in kind; for instance, food will be supplied to 
them, hut they will be all placed in one camp at Ilijli and as prisoners 
they will all belong to the same class; besides the arrangements for 
flujiervising their kitchen and cooking will practically be on the same 
lines as in the case of the. old detenus. So far as allowances to 
families are concerned, here we have practicall\ accepted the same 
primdple as was followed in old times, namely, that where (lovern- 
ment are satisfied that there is really a deserving case. Government 
will consider the grant of any family allowance. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that detenus either in Hijli or in 
Presidency Jail confined under se(‘ti(m 26 do not receive 9 annas 6 piea 
as declared here but only 2/drd of that amount? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, as I said, 
these rules have been promulgated recently. If there is anything 
which we have said we are going to give and which is not being 
received, I can assure the House that I am prepared to go into that 
case thoroughly and if any represen t44tion is made to me I shall try 
and see that what we have suggested is given. I would even go. 
further. These rules have been promulgated recently and we wiU 
aee into their working and if any little modification can be made which 
will give tlie detenus the amenities which perhaps to a certain extea| 
enjoyed before, I m prepared to depsider that. The only thin^. 
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whith I cannot agree to is that we cannot g^e ttew oisb allowaisoes. 

• That is the only difference between the formes ruleo and the present 
ones. 

(At this stage the Secretary read out the next question but many 
members rose to put 8uj)plenieutary questions on the present question.^ 

MTi SPEAKER: I am very sorry. First of all it is an imfK)rtaut 
question and mem hers should not have put it as an unstarred question. 
I find of late it is almost going to be an abuse. An unstarred (luestion 
does not deserve so much eri»ss-examination. The House has been 
deprived of a suitable reply. At present I am allowing further supple- 
mentaries but I hope members will remember this. 

Mr. SIBNATA BANERJEE: Members are allowed to put only 10 
questions. Therefore, they have no choice in the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then revise the rules. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I have a supplementary 
question to put oii.tliis unstarred question. 

I am thankful to the Hon’ble Home Minister for informing the 
House tliat tlie (juestion of granting allowances to the dependants of 
detenus ^^ill he considered and that iiovernment is prepared to grant 
them to deserving cases. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state* 
what are the conditions on which cases will be regarded as deserving 
of being granted such allowances? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not think that 
is a question that I can go into here. It is a question of detail and 
the matter can be left to me. [f anybody wants to discuss the question 
that can he done afterwards. I will he very glad to discuss with any 
member but I cannot go into details here on this occasion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will it he enough by 
saying that a detenu w'as the only earning member and certain persons 
were dependant on the earnings of the detenu with a view to enable 
him to get the former rate of allow^ance? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is problematic. That is a matter which 
cannot be answered in a question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; The Hon’ble Mjnistejr 
mye '^deserving oases”. 

Mr. SPEAKER t But yen have set asked that qaeetian. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state for illustration what cases will be regarded ' 
as deserving cases for the dependants of detenus to receive allowances 
panted by Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khweje 8ir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, I am not prepared 

to commit matters in supplementaries on a question like this. As I 
have said, I am prepared to discuss with members, if they like, what 
is the position and explain to them on what principles allowances will 
be given. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Can we discuss it after the Assembly 
session to-day P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is for the Hon’ble Home Minister to arrange. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir We shall be 
•quite willing to discuss the matter and come to a conclusion. 

(The Secretary called out question No. 22.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May I draw the attention of the department to the 
answer they have given? They have answered much more than the 
question demanded, 1 hope Government will look to i^. For example, 
there is nothing in this qu(*stion as to what Government intend to do. 
What action Government have taken on this matter, that is the 
‘question. 

If Government want to issue a communique on the subject later 
•on, they can do so. But such a long an.sw'er is not at all desirable; 
the first paragraph covers about 20 lines. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I shall take note of this. 

Purchase of Jute by Mill authorities. 

22. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Eon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Dejiartraent be 
pleased to state what has been the result of the contract which the 
‘Government made with the Jute Mill authorities to the effect that the 
latter will, up till December, 1940, buy jute at prices not less than 
Rs, 7 to Rs. 9 per maund? 

(h) Have the Mill authorities up till now acted in accordance with 
ithe contract? 

(c) If so, how much jute have they bought? 
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• (<i) If the answer te (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state what action the Government have taken in the 
matter ? 

{e) If no action has yet been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he proposes to take any action in the matter? 

(/) If so, what and when? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) The effect of the agree- 
ment between Government and the Indian Jute Mills* Assix'iatiou 
regarding prices had, in the beginning of the season, a salutary effect 
but later it became ap|xirent that owing to lack of buying sup|H>rt, 
prices in the mufassal were sagging l>elow what may be calltMl jMirity 
with the mills’ Cak-utta prices and that the cultivator was not getting 
the benefit that he ought to have got from this arrangement. Goveni- 
ment made continuous efforts to induce the mills to increase their pur- 
chase of jute in order to supi>ort the mulassal market Init witiiout much 
success. Tlie (jiiestioii was then taken up of revising the arrangement 
with the Indian Jute Mills’ Association so as to ens\ire more exten- 
sive imrchasing by tiie mills at satisfa<‘tor> rates. Ultimately the Mills* 
Association put forward certain rcMsed proj^osals but Government 
found these unsatisfactory and dccidtxl to seek the assislame of the 
Central Govei iiment. As a result, a conference has bemi called of 
representatives of the jute-growing juovinces and of tin* mills which 
will meet at Delhi on the 4th l)eccmh(‘r to (b'cdde on ways and means of 
disiKising of this \eiir’s crop jit a h‘vcl ot prices which is tuir to all 
concerned, j>articularly to the grower. 

(h) A number of mills have acted in accordance with the arrangc- 
raent made and a few resort (xl to various methods of (»vasion. Gener- 
ally speaking, mills failed to give the uriangemeiit the unauimous and 
whole-hearted suj»jiort that w'as necessary to make it really (‘fleet ive. 

(c) Up to the end of October mills purchased about 134 lakhs of 
bales. 

(d) to (/) I have already indicated the action taken by Government. 
The whole question will now be discussed l)etw'een representatives of the 
Central-Government, the jute-growing jmndnees and the mill industry. 

I cannot anticipate either the results of that conference nor the action 
which this Government may take in the light of the decisions arrived at 
there. I can only say that this Government is determined to do all that 
lies in its power to maintain the level of jute prices during the rest of 
the current season and thereafter. 

Dr. $URESH CHANDRA BANERiiEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state w'hy the mill authorities failed to keep the contract? 
Was it intentionally done with a view to lower down the prices or 
waa it obligatory on their part? 
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Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the mill authorities failed to keep the contract? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is not a fact. It 
was only a few mills which did not keep to the terms of the contract, 
but others did. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps (lovernmeiit took against the mill 
authorities for not working up to tlie contract? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 wish my friend had 
been a lawyer. For u matter like this I do not know what legal action 
Government could have taken. It was only persuasion that might be 
resorted to, and that w’as resorted to, to any extent. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to the 
answer of the Hon’ble Minister, viz., “A number of milhs have acted 
in accordance w’ith the arrangement made and a few resorted to various 
methods of evasion”, is Government contemplating any special steps 
with a view to c(unj>el compliance w’ith the arrangement and to stop 
this form of evasion by powerful concerns and jute mills? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Government does not 
consider it feasible to compel the mill authorities to keep to the terras. 
If anyone can show' (Jovernment how such a course is feasible, Govern- 
ment will be only too glad to accept it. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the lIon’Me Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the mills which resorted to such 
evasion ? 

The Hon’bio Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; I do not know the names. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hoirble Minister please 
repeat what he said? I could not follow him. Does he refuse to give 
the names? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He does not know the names of the mills. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c) 
*'Up to the end ef October miila purehaaed about 24 lakhs of bales’^ 
vill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what waa the correspond*- 
ing purchase during the last year for the same period? 
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Mon*lito Ml’s TAMIZUDDIN KfiAfli liast ytsar waa bu axoap* 

tional year. It was, I think, 41 lakhs. 


Df« NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister pleats 
state if it is a fact that the mills evaded the agreeniejit by demanding 
delivery of a higher quality of jute which is not available in Bengal or 
is not available in suflBcient quantity this season P 


Ths Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is not a fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that bottoms are not being purchased 
by the Indian Jute MJlls Association which are this year largely avail- 
able in the mufasaal ? 

Ths Hofl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. 1 do not umlerHtand my 
friend’s question. He says that the Association has been making pur- 
chases. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. No, no; the A.ssociation does not 
purchase. 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: But your question was 
like that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, I shall put it in this way. 
Is it a fact that the jute inilLs under the As.sficiation evade purchase as 
per the agreement by demanding a higher quality of jute than what 
is available in adequate quantity in the mufassal this yearP 

The Hon’bis Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the demand for bottoms by the jute mills this 
year compared to similar demand in the last year? 

The Hon’bis Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: First of all, Sir, 1 do not 
know how this arises. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we know the source of his 
information that the jute mills are not this time keeping to the agree- 
ment by demanding delivery of a better quality than is available? 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALS Wliat is not a fact? 1 want to 
know the source of his information. 

Mr. SPEAKER. He has denied it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the mills belonging to that 
Association submitted a proposal to Government that they are prepared 
to purchase bottoms at Its. 4-8 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the mills have invented a new grade of jute, 
called “low bottom” P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know whether 
they have already invented anything, but they pfoposed to set up a 
new standard. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact tliat floverniuent is 
avoiding taking steps to compel them to come to the arrangements for 
fear of losing the European votes? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Indianisation of superior posts in Medical Department. 

23. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and liocal Self-Government 
Department be })leased to state the princi]»le adopted by Government 
for the Indianisation of superior posts in the Medical Department? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing from April, 1937, uj) to this time — 

(1) which, 

(2) how many, and 

(3) by whom. 

superior posts in the department have been filled up by qualified non- 
l.M.S. Indian officers? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what steps the Government propose taking: for maintaining^ 
communal ratio in the matter of such Indianisation ; and 

(ti) what are the posts which the Government propose to Indianise 
in near future? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Goverumcnt have (‘onHisically 
followed the principle of keeping the number of superior posts 
reserved for the I.M.S. restricted as much as possible and of appoint- 
ing Indians with suitable qualifications to j)osts released from 
reservation for the I.M.S. after advertising the post. 

(/>) A statement giving the information is laid on the tai)le. 

(r) (/) Government intend to maintain the communal ratio in 
superior posts whic h may be Indianised provided candidates with suit- 
able ([ualifications to fill the^e posts are available. 

(n) Governmtftit have the matter under consideration. 

Statement referred to in the reply to dame {h) of umtarred quention No. 23. 
Posts. by. 

1. Professor of Pathology’, Medical Dr. liishmipada Trivedi, M.B., 

Ck)llege, (!aicutta. l^.B. 

2. Professor of Chemistry, Medical Hai Dr. K. X. Bagcdii iialnulur, 

College, Calcutta. n.s.c. ((>al.), m.b. (f-al.), 

n.T.M. (Cal. & l/fKK>l), F.I.C’,, 
(Loud.). 

3. R(?sideiit Surgeon, Medical (.’ollege Dr. Kumar Kanti Ghosh, M.B. 

Hospital, Calcutta. ((’ah). 

4. Kt^sident Physician, Mc*dical College Dr. Hahibar llahman, B.ac., 

Hospital, Calcutta. m.b. ((;al.). 

5. Professor of Entomolog>% School of Dr. D. X. Roy (ofliciating in 

Tropical Medicine, Calcutta. addition to his oun duti<*H as 

Assistant Profc.sKor of Entomo- 
logy at tliC sarncj institution). 

6. Professor of Medicine, Medical Dr. Manindra Nath Do, m.b. 

College, Calcutta. (Cal.), m.e.c.p. (Lond.). 

7. Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, Dr. D. Ahraod, o.B.X. 

Medical College, Calcutta. 

8. Police Surgeon, Calcutta . . Bai Sahib Dr. Srish Chandra 

Sarkar (officiating). 
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Donation by Maharalt of ta^la for oonstniotion of a Tuberouloiis 
Ward at Boniampore^ 

24. Mr. 8/I8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of tbe Public Health (Medical) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Maharaja of Iialgola has ofEered a donation for Hie 
initial cost of construction of a Tuberculosis Ward to be 
attached to the Sadar Hospital at Berhampore; if so, what 
is the amount so offered; 

{ii) whether it is a fact that the offered money has not been appro- 
priated, because Government have not yet been able to settle 
with the Berhampore Municipality a particular land near 
the hospital which has been selected and approved as the 
site for the proposed Tul)ercuio8i8 Ward; 

iiii) how long the Government are in correspondence with the 
Berhampore Municipality on the one hand and the Maharaja 
of I^algola on the other over the proposal of the settlement 
of the particular land and the appropriation of the 
Maharaja’s otter; and 

{iv) how long the Government will take to complete the preliminar- 
ies and to avail of the offer? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of expedit- 
ing the settlement? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Baliadur, of Dacca: 

{a) (i) Yes, R8.1»3,5(H) as reported by the Berhampore Municipality. 

(it) to (tc) The laud required for the establishment of the Tuber- 
culosis clinic is a khasmahal land. It is now the policy of Government, 
not to make a gift of Government land to local bodies, as this would 
Amount to a hidden subsidy at the expense of public revenues which 
would deprive the J.iegislature of its right and power of control over 
the expenditure of the Province, Government have, therefore, been 
corresponding with the Commissioner, in order that a fair rental and 
ialami for the plot in question might be settled with the Municipality, 
so that Government might consider making an equivalent grant to the 
local body in order to enable it to obtain lease of the land. 

(b) The matter will be expedited as far as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYALl With reference to answer 
(a)(n%) and (tV), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state how long 
there was this correspondence going on, and how long the Government 
will take to come to a final decision F 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I cannot say that offhand. It is dilhciilt to say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am at your hand, Mr. Speaker. 
It may he that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health Depart- 
ment might not know, but I must expect the reply from the Hon’bie 
Revenue Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I must keep this particular question open for 
further supplementaries later on. 


Members from Hooghly and Howrah districts on 8election Committee 
of Burdwan Ronaldshay Medical 8chool. 

25. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
(Medical) Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether any principle is followed in appointing members for 

the Committee for the selection of candidates for admission 
into a Government School; and 

(h) who are the members of the Selection Committee of the 
Burdwan Ronaldshay Medical School from Hooghly and 
Howrah districts respectively in 1940? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(/i) The number of members of the Selection ( ommittee is limited and 
in nominating the members on the various Selection Ct)mmittee8 as 
wide a representation as possible is given to the districts in the Division 
priority being given to the districts and interests contributirig toM'ards 
the maintenance of the hospital attached to the school. Public-spirited 
gentlemen within the Division are also selected irrespective of the 
districts to which they belong. 

(b) There are no members from Hooghly and Howrah districts on 
the Selection Committee in 1940. 

i 

Saparate cooking arrangamants in jails for pritonars of diffarant 

oommunitias. 

28. Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

MLinister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
separate arrangements are maintained in all jails for cooking of meals 
of (1) Hindu and (2) Muslim inmates of jails in Bengal? 

(б) If separate arrangements are not maintained in all jails, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the jails where no 
eeparate arrangements are maintained? 
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(o) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether under-trial prisoners are allowed to cook themselves; 
and 

(u) whether under-trial prisoners are allowed to bring cooked food 
from outside? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) Burdwan, Suri, Howrah, Krishnagar, Berhampore and 
Darjeeling. 

(c) (i) Yes, in certain cases as specihecl in Jail Code Rule 926. 

(ii) Yes. 


Abolition of nominations to Local Bodies. 

27. Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether Government contemplate to bring in any legislation 
abolishing nominations in Local Bodies? 

(h) If so, when ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long is the matter under the consideration of 
the Government and when do Government hope to come to a decision on 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I hope in a week or two we will be able to come to a final decision. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1S40. 

Recommendation of His Excellency the Goveenor. 

The Hon’ble Sir BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to move 
that the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor contained in 
his message be considered in detail. 

Mr^ SURINORA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may I take this ohkmn 
tOnity of submitting to the Ministry and to the membere of this Honee^ 
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i^ho support the Ministry to reconsider the fact whether it will not be 
better for allowing some mortgage other than complete usufructuary 
mortgage to be created between raiyat and raiyat or between a raiyat 
and an Mnder-raiyat so that the under-raii/at or the raiyat may get loan 
from another raiyat or under-raiy^it on such mortgage instead of selling 
his property outright to the third party. I submit that it is common 
knowledge that usufructuary mortgages are executed ordinarily between 
a raiyat and a raiyat 

The Hon’ble Sir BI«IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On a point of 
order, Sir. Is the honourable member opposing or supporting the 
order ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is neither opposing nor supporting. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: How will the amendments 

be taken ? 

Mr. SPEAKER*: You can either accept it or reject it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The whole of itP 
Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It relates to more than 
one section, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is that the procedure you want to 
adopt, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot help it. All that I can do is that I can 
put it to vote BO that you can exercise your right. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why are we not to be 

allowed to give our opinion separately, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid, that is not possible. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWASs Sir, the Hon’ble Minister hae 
naked whether 1 am opposing it or aui^rting it. 1 am supporting it 
but under a preteei. 
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Sir, I have already submitted that usufructuary mortgages are' 
ordinarily created by and between raiyats and under-raiyats . Now, as 
the ordinary usufructuary mortgages have been prohibited by the tenancy 
law, the raiyats and undeT-raiyats being pressed for money are being 
forced to sell their property outright, where they could raise the money 
required by them as loan by mortgaging their property on ordinary 
usufructuary mortgage. I submit, Sir, this has created a serious 
situation. If the Hon’ble Minister makes an enquiry at least from the 
members of the Coalition Party who are in touch with the agriculturists, 
he will come to know that by prohibiting the execution of ordinary 
usufructuary mortgages it is the raiyats and nnder-ratyats who have been 
made to suffer the most. I know of many instances where the raiyats 
and MnduT-raiyats having failed to raise money by usufructuary mort- 
gages, have been forced to sell their lands outright in order to raise 
money. As a result of that many raiyats and wwder -raiyats have been 
deprived of their land. This is the situation which, 1 believe, no 
member of the Coalition Party or of the Cabinet desires. 1 submit that 
the time had come when the Government and the (hmlition members 
should have considered the situation which had been created by the 
provision of the tenancy law as 1 have staled above and brought a Bill 
to amend that law. 1 regret that instead oi that the Governor has re- 
commended for inclusion of mortgages by conditional sale into the same 
category with the ordinary usufructuary mortgages. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Sir, section 26G of the 

Bengal Tenancy Act seems to be a very ill-starred section. It was in- 
troduced in the Bengal Tenancy Act by the Act of 1928. It was 
amended again by Act VI of 1938. It was further amended by the 
Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill of this year. But, Sir, certain 
lacunae have been found in this third amendment also and there is 
the Governor’s recommendation to cure these defects. But I find that 
the ideas underlying the amendments recommended still suffer from 
some confusion of thought. 

With your permission, let me read out, Sir, the whole sub-section 
as recommended, otherwise my comments will not be intelligible. It 
runs as follows : — 

“(i) For sub-section {la) the following sub-section shall be sub- 
stituted, namely: — 

(in) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in 
any other law for the time being in force or in any 
contract every mortgage (including a mortgage by 
, condition sale) entered into by an occupancy raiyai in 
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respect of his holding or of a portion or share thereof 
in which possession of land is delivered to the mort- 
gagee— 

(a) which was so entered into before the commenoe- 
nient of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 
1928, and was subsisting on or after the first 
day of August, 1937 ; 

(Sir, I want to invite particular attention of the Hon’hle Minister to 
the jwrtion that follows.) 

(h) or which being other than a usufructuary mort- 
gage having under vsub-section (/) no force 
or effect was so entered into after the commence- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act, 1928, and before the commencement of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1940, and 
was subsisting on or after the commencement 
of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 
1940, 

• 

shall be deemed to hav(‘ taken effect as a complete usufruc- 
tuary mortgage for the |>tMiod mentioned in the instrument 
or for fifteen years, whichever is less.” 

Now, Sir, yoTi will find that suh-clause (h) of recommended sub- 
section (la) proposes to make provision for conversion into complete 
usufructuary mortgages of mortgnge.s other than usufruct nary mort- 
gages which would have been invalid because of sul>-8ection (7). 
The.se mortgages other than usufructuary mortgages which would have 
been invalid by operation of suh-8(K*tioii (J) would be (jonetrued as com- 
plete usufructuary mortgages. That it says in effect. But if you turn 
to section 2!6(i(7), you will find that it does not refer at all to any 
mortgage “other than a usufructuary mortgage”. Sub-section (7) of 
section 260 only relating to usufnn tuary mortgages firstly to complete 
usufructuary mortgages for 15 years whicli the suh-section permits and 
secondly to usufructuary mortgages other than such complete UHiifruc- 
tuary mortgages which the sectitm prohihitH. There is no reference in 
section 26G(7) to mortgages otlier than usufructuary mortgages and so 
by section 260(7) these classes of mortgages could not l)e ren- 
dered invalid. Therefore, I think that this expression “mortgage 
other than a usufructuary mortgage having under sub-section (7) no 
force or effect” is defective, because a.s J have submitted section 260(7) 
does not invalidate any class of mortgages other than the banned type 
of usufructuary mortgage. Therefore, the assumfyiion in recommended 
(ia) (6), viz., of mortgages “other than a usufructuary mortgage hav- 
ing no force or effect under sub-section (7)” is altogether baseless. 
It is an assumption without foundation. 
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Next, Sir, you will see that so far as the recommended amendments* 
are concerned, they do not relate to the new ban which we have already 
passed, namely, that contained in clause 3(«2)(7t>) of the Bill. 

Sir Bijoy, will you kindly listen to me? 

The Hon’ble air BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: I am all atten- 
tion, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I hope, Sir Bijoy, you will 
please try to understand my next jx)iut. 

Further, Sir, you will see that by sub-clause (h) as recommended 
those anomalous mortf^ages which will be subsisting even after the 
commencement of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1940, may be converted, if 
this amendment be passed; but look <o the newly-amended sub- 
section (7h), which sub-section we have already passed, and to which 
no amendment has been suggested by the Governor for none of the 
objections raised by the Governor relates to that sul>-8ection. That sub- 
section altogether bans any anomalous mortgage; in fact, any mortgage 
in which ]X)8sessi()n is delivered, other than a comjilete usufructuary 
mortgage, entered into after 1940, and runs thus: — “(//>) Notwithstand- 
ing anything contained elsewhere in this Act or in any other law or in 
any contract no mortgage (other than a complete usufructuary mort- 
gage) (uitered into by an occupancy raii/af in respect of his holding or 
of a portion or share thereof after the commencement of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1940, in winch possession of land is 
delivered to tin* mortgagee shall have any torce or effect”. Ihus clause 
3(2) (Jh) bans all mortgages with }>os8ession except complete usufruc- 
tuary mortgages entered into after the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment! 
Act of IIMO, but. Sir, you will find here that the recommended amend- 
ment (la) (h) says that even a mortgage “other than a usufructuary 
mortgage entered into after the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act of 1928 and subsisting not only on but even after the Tenancy Act 
of 1940 shall be deemed to have the effect of a complete usufructuary 
mortgage” of the ajiproved ty|>e, that is, (la) (b) jiermits conversion of 
anomaloiis mortgages entered into after the Act of 1928 and even sub- 
sisting after 1940, whereas the new sub-section {Ih) which has not been 
questioned by the Governor says that all such mortgages entered into 
after 1940 wdll be invalid. How can you contrary to the policy and pro- 
visions of 2GG(7) not touched by the present Bill, and contrary also to 
the policy and provision of new (Jh) introduced by the present Bill 
say that invalidated mortgages will be valid or converted or con- 
strued into complete usufructuary mortgages, of the approved type, I 
cannot understand. I think there is some hopeless inconsistency of 
ideas in this matter, and I hope the HonMde Minister would take this 
into consideration before he asked the House in the name of the Govern 
nor to pass the amendment. 
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Tht Hon’bto Sir SyOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Sir, I am sorry to 
Bay that.I had great difficulty to follow the arguments of my honourable 
friend, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to disturb you, Sir Bijoy. I hope you 
will be very brief. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, I shall 
be as brief as jwssible. 

I think the amendment suggested by the Governor has been clearly 
exjdained in the message, and I need not rei)eat the arguments that 
have been fully and very clearly stated in the message. If my honour- 
able friend will carefully try to follow the message, T am sure he will 
be convinced of the justification for and cogency of the amendments 
suggested. 

The motion of*the ITon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor contained in his 
message be considered in detail was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the following amendments, re<-ommended by His Excellency 
the Governor in the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be 
passed , namely : — 

(1) For sub-clause (/) of clause d of the Bill the following be 
substituted, namely : — 

**(1) for sub-section (la) the following sul^-section shall be sub- 
stituted, namely : — 

*(la) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in 
any other law for the time being in force or in any 
contract, every mortgage (including a mortgage by 
condition sale) entered into by an occupancy raiyat in 
resjject of his holding or of a portion or share thereof 
in which possession of land is delivered to the mort- 
gagee— 

(a) which was so entered into before the commence- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 
1928, and was snbeisting on or after the first 
day of Augfust, 198T, 
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(b) or which, being other than a usnfmctnary mort-* 

gage having under sub-section (1) no force or 
effect, was so entered into after the com- 
mencement of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act, 1928, and before the commencement of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1^0, and 
was subsisting on or after the commencement 
of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 
1940, 

shall 1 k‘ deemed (o have taken effect as a complete 
usufructuary mortgage for the p^^iod mentioned in 
the instrument or of fifteen years, whichever is less.’ 

(2) After sub-clause (2) of clause 3 of the Bill the following sub- 
clause be inserted, namely : — 

*^{2A) in sub-section (4 ) — 

(a) in clause (b) after the words V'omplete usufruc- 
tuary mortgage’ the word ‘or’ shall be inserted; 
(h) after clause (h) the following clause shall be 
inserted, namely : — 

*(c) a mortgage of such holding, portion or 
share [other than a complete usufruc- 
tuary mortgage or a usufructuary mort- 
gage referred to in clause (b)] 
ill which ix)sses,sion of land is delivered to 
the mortgagee,’ and 

(c) for the proviso the following shall be substituted, 

namely ; — 

‘Provided that — 

(t) a document referred to in clauses (a) or (b) 
which was executed before the com- 
mencement of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, 1928, or 
(ii) a document referred to in clause (c) which 
was executed l)efore the commencement 
of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act, 1940, 

may be so received in evidence or so acted upon 
as a complete usufructuary mortgage for the 
period mentioned therein or for fifteen yean, 
whichever is less.* ** 
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(3) In 8ub-clau8e (5) of clause 3 of the Bill, for the proposed sub- 

section (13) the following sub-section be substituted, 
namely ; — 

**(13) The Provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
relating to appeals shall apply to all decrees or orders 
made under sub-sections (10) and (/7), but ni»t with- 
standing anything contained in the Indian Limitation 
Act, 1908, or in this Act, the period of limitation for 
an api^eal to the Court of a District Judge against any 
such decree or order shall be ninety days from the date 
of the decree or order appealeil from/’ 

(4) In clause 5 of the Bill, in the jiroviso to claus«* (fi) of sub- 

section (1) of the proposed section 1G8A, for the words ‘*if 
the term of the tenancy of the temponiry settled estate” the 
following words be substituted, namely: — 

”if, in any manner other than by surrender of the tenure or 
holding, the term 4)f the tenancy.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Tfie Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill| 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am anxious, Mr. Suhrawardy, that you will try 
to finish your speech within 20 or 2b minutes at the best so that the 
House may have sufficient time to take up tlie other items of busine.ss. 

The Hotl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I shall try my level 
best to finish it within the time allotted to me, but I am certain that 
you more than aiiyl>ody else realise the importance of this measure and 
will give me ample opjiortunity to reply to some of the jwints which 
have been raised, because this is a measure which is coming just on the 
eve of the next general election, and I know’ that my friends on the other 
side are hungrily waiting to take advantage of it. 

As a mattor of fact. Sir, I was on the ixiint of beginning with that 
argument which has been advanced by some members opposite to the 
effect that even in a serious matter of this nature I could not give up my 
inherent spirit of levity. Sir, I was not joking when I asked my 
learned friends opposite to drop the pose of being proja-bandhusy proja^ 
hitakaris, proja-hitauhiSf and so on. I was not joking. 1 was very 
very serious, because I know my friends on the other side cannot afford 
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to take a realistic view of the situation. They must try and exploit « 
every measure of Government for political purposes. A certain gentle- 
man — 1 think it was Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal — admitted on the floor 
of the House that the Motor Spirit Sales Tax Bill was a good Bill and 
was free from many of the defects and evils of a Bill which fall upon 
poor cultivators. Nevertheless, in spite of that (Mr. Sasaxka Sekhar 
Sanyal: No, I did not say that.) If he rereads his speech he will 
find that he supported it during this speech, hut when lie spoke on the 
measure there was unciualified condemnation. The simple reason is 
that you cannot afford to speak the truth. If you did, if you came 
out and opposed the measure realistically. I think we would get on 
much belter together than we are doing, and therefore it was not in a 
spirit of levity that 1 commenced my speech, hut it was a very humble 
reijuest to my friends opposite to realise not only the financial situation 
of Bengal, hut also the difficulties of our people, and to try and relieve 
their distress. This is the one measure ti>“day by which wc (an hope 
to give them some relief and therefore I expected from my friends a 
certain degree of support. 

Some honourable members on tlp‘ other side have threatened us with 
(^ivil ])is(d)edience. They said the\ would go from door to door and 
call upon iiersons not to pay the tax. 1 do not know whether they were 
fleriouH about it or not. But they can go atiout oriraiiising Civil Dis- 
obeilience: this Govmnment also knows how to deal witli that Civil 
l)is(d)edience. Some honourable member^ ha\e stated lliat Ministers 
going to the inofussil will be belaboured for the manner in wliicli they 
have bungled tlie jute problem, and for the price at which it stands 
to-ilav. Hut inav 1 ask who are the persons who are really responsible. 
If you had followed the advice of tlie Ministers the position would not 
hav(‘ been like this. It is you on the other side who are responsible 
for it. When we announced restricted cultivation yon rose to a man 
to op])ose it. You seem to fenget your own responsibility in this 
matter. There is not the least doubt that we did our level best to raise 
the price of jute and when the time will come for us to render an 
account of ourselves I do not know* who will be the persons who wall 
be Irelaboured, if any is belaboured at all. 

I do hope that the forthcoming elections will not be vitiated by a 
controversy on the Sales Tax, and by false issues which come so easily 
to members opposite. 

I am afraid, Sir, that my apjreal to them to drop their pose of being 
friends of the agriculturists has fallen on deaf ears, and they have 
not lost the opportunity of this debate to proclaim that the poor agri- 
culturists w ill have to pay this tax. Now, Sir, varying views have been 
Tentilated on the floor of the House as to who is ultimately going to 
pay. In the first place Mr. Sassoon, a rich consumer, says: “We have 
been paying super-tax, we have been paying all kinds of taxes for the 
war and we cannot afford to pay this tax.'* Mr. Jalan thinks that 
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• the tax will fall on traders. Dr. Sanyal also thinks that it would not 
be possible for the trader to pass on the tax to the consumer and there- 
fore he holds that it will not generally be the jwor consumer who will 
pay, but that it will have to be paid by the trader. On the other hand, 
Mr. Sarker, who apparently has been reading some books on the subject, 
has read out certain copy book maxims and he informs us that it has 
been ascertained that in America a large ]»ortion of taxation, about GO 
per cent, of it, falls on the poor. Mr. Sarker ought to take a realistic 
view of the situation, and he ought to know tlie difference that exists 
laHween America and Bengal and the j)oor in America and the po(»r in 
Bengal. So far as the poor of Bengal are concerned, he ought to know' 
that the requirements of the poor in Bengal are very, very few. If a 
poor man in Bengal can buy two ]>ieces of cloth in a year, he thinks 

he is well oft*. To turn round and say that the tax will fall on the poor 

is, to say the least, ridiculous. The pot»r in AnuTica are richer than 

those whom we call the lower middle class in Bengal, and to say that 

because taxes fall on the poor in America, they must fall on the poor 
in Bengal also is, I am afraid, to lose sight of the realities of the 
situation. 

• 

It has also been said that w'e have done nothing for the agriculturists 
and have not increased their capacity to j)ay. Wht*n we came to tlie 
Assembly and took charge of our ofth'e, it was jiointed out to us that 
the toremost problem was to sto]) the extortion t)f the zemindars and 
the mone\ -lenders. AVe liave now* practically abolished ahirnhs troin 
Bengal. It ma> he that it has not been abolished altogeilier. 'J'hut 
is impossible and w'ill continue and as long as there are rapacious men 
here — and I find many such men in the ()i)position benches — tlie poor 
tenants will have to pay ainrahs. (Mr. Santosh Kummi Bvsr: How 
many rajiacious men are there in the Ministry of Bengal?)- None at all. 
(Laughter from the ()ppositi<m benches.) We have adopted a s»df- 
denying ordinance. Then, Sir, some portion of the money which <*\ery 
agriculturist liad to pay to the coft'ers of the zemindars now remains 
with him. We have abolished the landlord's fee, and surely some 
portion of that money which would have gone to the landlord now 
remains with the tenant. We have established a vast network of debt 
settlement boards which has given relief to a large number of agricul- 
turists. Surely now they are in a better position to pay for the amelio- 
ration of their owm condition and for their own benefit than before. 
We have introduced the Money-lenders Bill, and that will merely lienefit 
the agriculturists in Bengal more than any one else. To turn round 
now and say that their capacity has not risen is an attempt merely to 
carr\' on propaganda with an eye to the future. We hope, Sir, that 
in the markets we shall be able to aboli.sh the various kinds of tolls or 
illegal exactions that are prevalent. The tenants are now in a better 
position to pay than they have been hitherto. After all, it is a question 
4>f mathematicH that for every article worth 12 annas there will be a 
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taxation of one pice. Is that too much to pay? Are not the ordinary* 
fluctuations in price of much j^reater ina^jnitude than that? Before 
the war tlie price of piece-goods and cotton goods fell down to a consider- 
able extent and as soon as the war came, the price of those goods rose 
in some cases to double, and in others to at least 2o to 3d per cent. 

Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Never, it did not rise for cloth. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am sorry, Dr, Sanya 1, you cannot obstruct the 
proceedings of the Ifouse in this way. You cannot cross-examine him. 
If you have got anything to say you can say that later on. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am onlv requesting 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, I will not allow you to obstruct the 
])roc<HHlings of this House. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He never cross-examined. He 
simply said “never”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal has been' interrupting the speaker for 
the last 20 minutes. There is a limit and T)r. Sanyal’s interruptions 
have exceeded that limit. His interrujdions have gained notoriety all 
over India, if not all over the world. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: You are giving Dr. Sanyal a 
comp I ilium t wliich he really deserves. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think Dr. Sanyal is 
ignorant also. The price rose from those figures at w'hich the piece- 
goods were sold lielore the war to at least 25 per cent, to 33 per cent. 
At that time the tenants w'ere able to afford it. He knows it perfectly 
well that those things happened But now' we propose to levy only a 
2 per cent, tax and it is pointed out that the tenant will not be able 
to afford it, although this tax wu’ll go ultimately hundred-fold to his 
benefit. 

Another point to whieii 1 would like to refer is a maxim ot our 
Finanee Expert, Mr. Sarker. He says that the correct metluxl or 
procedure is to create deficits and having created deficits levy taxes 
for the purposes of meeting them. Theoretically he is right. The 
creation of deficit implies that there are certain schemes in operation 
and for continuing those schemes you raise money. But, Sir, this, if 
I may say so, applies not to a subordinate Government like that of 
Bengal. It may be possible for a (Jovernment like that of India. They 
can raise loan, they have their Reserve Bank at their command, and they 
can mint money. We cannot do that. So far as we are concerned, 
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•if we run deficits, then there is no hope whatsoever of our being able 
to raise a loan. Hitherto we have found that difficulty in our way. 
This theory can be flogged up to a point, but not beyond that. For 
a subordinate Government there must be sufiicient reserve. If we allow 
this Government to run deficits, the credit of the Government of Bengal 
in the financial world will not be high. I want that the credit of this 
Government in the financial world should remain high and, therefore, 
I take pride in bringing this measure which will ensure us reserves, 
instead of asking for money from time to time to meet deficits. Sir, 
Mr. Sassoon lias been c()mi)limented for his speech by some members 
of the Krishuk Proja Party and some members of the Congress i*arty. 
The salient })oiut of Mr. Sassoim s 8pee<*h w’as that no furtlier money 
should be spent on the various nation-building departments and that 
we should cry a bait. 1 can quite understand, Sir, Mr. Sassoon making 
this i)oint. He is not concerned with the expansion of the nation- 
building depart imuits and he is not concerned with the welfare of tlie 
people— I am s<MTy to say so. But at the same time 1 did not expect 
that an lionoiirable mcnibei c(mld say on the floor ol the lioust* of a 
representative Assembly that money should not be spent on nation- 
buildiiig depaitint^nt''. A\ bat is more, Mr. Sassoon lias stated that 
on a normal biidgiM there was no necessity for additional taxation. 
But may I ask him, what is a normal budget I*' Is it a starved budg(*t 
or a budget which should meet the iinperaiivi* requirements of the 
jicojilei" If tbt Mestori Award had jilaced enougli money at our disposal 
so that the administration vA Bengal could have been run in a proper 
manner along with the other jirovinces ot India, we might have agreed 
to the proposal that we should cry a halt. Tlie Kuiojiean mcmlKTS 
should consider that the administration ol Bengal has been so long 
run in a starved fashion and it is now high time that it was exj)anded. 

Sir, it has been said that it is not an opportune moment for the 
imposition of a sales tax because we are passing through a period of 
depression. But the honourable members may know that it was during 
the time of depression that the American Sales Tax was imposed. I 
may tell the House it is impossible without further taxation to under- 
take our contemplated nation-building activities. (Mr. JoCiESH 
Chandra Gupia : Why not retrench?) It is a point that has been 
raised. You wdll realise that we have been retrenching for a long, 
long time. I have {lointed out that to this House several times, Imt 
you will raise it on every occasion. This Government had, for some 
considerable time before the Niemeyer award, been running info deficits. 
We had at the helm a capable Finance Member, probably one of the 
most careful we have had the good fortune to have; his whole time was 
spent in examining and in effecting retrenchment as much as possible so 
much so, that the standard of administration of Bengal has been brought 
to the lowest depths possible consistently with keeping our heads above 
water. It is impossible to retrench further. Our standard of pay is 
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much less than that of any other province. We should surely like that* 
a certain standard should be maintained. If you desire to lower that 
standard — we think we have reached a pretty low standard — if you 
desire to lower it further, in spite of the fact that we have retrenched 
up to, if I may say so, decent limits, I w^ould like to have, instead of a 
general statement, some concrete proposals, and I will examine any 
suggestions that may be put forw^ard by any side of the House. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA SANYALs Follow the Swan Committee. 

Tha Hon’blo MTi Hi 8i 8UHRAWARDYi Mr. Sasscmn ha^s stated 
that on ac(;ount of the war we should not have the sales tax. War 
is made an excuse for over> argument. vSir, this and the I’unjab are 
practically the only Governments in the whole of India that have 
supported the Government of India and the British Government in their 
war efforts. We are the only Governments that have not opposed it. 
Tliis is the only Government, I say, that is anxious 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What a shame! 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not care whether 
it is a shame or not. We feel that our interests are bound up with the 
interests of the British Empire. If you really want the war efforts 
to bo successful, you must make the people happy. Don’t bring up this 
war, don’t trot out this argument w’ith regard to w’ar, in order to keep 
the level of the happiness of the pec^ple low\ The standard must rise 
and improve. You must try and (‘ontinue to give them relief and 
bring happiness to their doors. I therefore think, Sir, that seriously 
speaking, if you w^ant the people should participate in war efforts, you 
can only make them do so if you raise their standard and bring health 
and prosperity to their homes. 

Somebody said that we had not even extended rural credit. The 
honourable gentleman does not know that only this year we have set 
apart Bs. (>0 lakhs for rural credit and our agricultural loans and other 
relief have been somewhere in the region ot Us. IJ crores. The policy 
which we pursue is different from that pursued by ]>reviou8 Govern- 
ments. Formerly people used to starve and die. Famine was not 
declared, and help was tardily given except in their extreme case. 
Whenever there is distress at the present moment we try our level best 
to relieve the distress from its very inception, and I think that the 
resources of Bengal devoted to this purpose are rightly s{>ent and nobody 
ought to object to it. 

A further point has been raised regarding the primary need of the 
agriculturivsts. It is a matter that will certainly be discussed in the 
Meet Committee. I am quite prepared to consider those cases which 
affeot agrieultUTMts' interests most and where lelief should be gifm 
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•There are certain items as a matter of fart that have struck me. I don’t 
think I should declare them at tlie moment on the floor of the House. 
But those are matters that will be taken into consideration. 

Now I come to the assurances for which Mr. Sassoon has asked. 
Mr. Sassoon wishes me to pive him an assurance that no expenditure 
will be incurred in any new services. This is merely elaborating the 
procedure contemplated by the Government of India. Although I 
hate to give assurances on the floor of the House, yet in this matter 
I am glad to ^>ive him the assurance because it falls into line with our 
policy. But in an emergency measure if we think that the House will 
support us in a matter which requires taking steps, then we should bo 
at liberty to do so and then come to the House and take the earliest 
opportunity to get the sanction. The .second assurance that is asked 
for is that this money should not be utilised for the jiurpose of purchase* 
of raw jute, and that if that is going to be done, separate arrangement 
should be made for financing the same. I have not the slightest hesita-^ 
tion in giving this assurance. We have never said for a moment that 
the money that we will be raising will be used for the purchase of 
raw jute. If we f^hall have to purchase raw jute we shall do so from 
some other fund. As regards the third point which he has raised — 
I do not think he was .serious about it — namely, that the agri- 
cultural loan should be paid from a capital fund and should not be drawn 
from the provincial balances, I think this is a very simple matter. 
I may point out to Mr. Sassoon that it would cause a real burden, stv. 
far as jiayment of interest is concerned, on the provincial exidiequer if 
we go in for capitalisation. I think he will agree with me that in the 
case of a long-term loan there is advantage in capitalising it, but if 
it is in respect of a loan which has to come back in nine months or a 
year or two years, the case is different. If there are reserves available, 
there is no reason why we should go into the market and raise a loan 
and pay interest on that amount. Mr. Sassoon has said that we have 
been squandering the provincial balances. I do not know, Sir, whether 
it was spoken from his book or not. but I am to some extent anticipat- 
ing my Budget Speech when I disclose that the (dosing balance at the 
end of 1940 was 216 lakhs. At that time on the dlst March, JM) 
lakhs worth of provincial treasury bills were outstanding. There- 
fore, we may take it that the closing balance was somewhere in the 
region of 186 lakhs — a figure that does not suggest that there has beett 
any serious depletion of the provincial balances. Sir, I am fully 
alive to the necessity of watching the crop loans and cash credits made- 
available to such institutions as Central Co-operative Banks, and I 
shall make the best endeavour to see that the risk of having to write 
off any appreciable amount as a result of bad debts is reduced to a 
minimum. Then Mr. Sassoon has asked whether we will consuH a 
Standing Finance Committee before giving effect to new nation* 
building schemeaw Sir. tbere has been a certain amount of 
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as to what exactly are the duties of the Standing Finance Committee. I * 
shall certainly think over the matter and, if necessary, place ce^in 
proposals before them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where is that Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is a Committee 
somewhere in the air. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In your imagination? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It exists in the imagi- 
nation of Mr. Sassoon and myself. I am speaking to him and it will 
suffice. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the other taxation proposals I do not think 
it will he right on my part to adumbrate them at this stage, but it is 
certain that fresh taxation will have to be imposed. Should it become 
necessary to bring forward such proposals, I shall (‘ertainly take the 
House into our confidence and bring forward these taxation proposals 
before them for their acceptance. 

Sir, I would now like to make a last appeal to the House to supjmrt 
this measure. Nobody likes taxation proposals. I detest them. 1 
would never have dreamt of introducing this measure had it not been 
that the finances of Bengal and the needs of our jjeople demand that we 
should supplement our resources for the purpose of ministering to their 
needs. 

Sir, I couimend my motion to the acceptance of the Ilou.se. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: After recording their votes the members need 
not come back to the House because there will be prayer interval. I 
will announce the division after the prayer interval. 

The motion of Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31 st March, 1941, 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

(After adjoumTfient.) 


AYES— 71. 


AM«I WtiMtf, Mavlvt. 

ASM Natula larkar, Maiilvt. 

ASM ran, Mr. M. 

AaSaryya OkaiMpianp. Hafearala Ml Haata, af 
MaMtafaaka, HyaMaalafli. 

Afeaiatf Kiaa, m. lyti. 

AalaiaMa Afenaa, Hr. 

•aaarJI.Mr.r. 

Mai)l,Mr. utyaMfa. 


•aaarjaa. Or. laraali OtaaWa. 
taraM. SaSa PraaitarL 
tanaa. Mr. Patpaiit. 

■anaaa, OaSa Upaaira NatlL 
■ata.Mr.JMiMlrallallL 
Oaia, Mr. laataali KaaMr. 
Mavai, OaSa Ukalnal Rartfat. 
•lavaa, Mr. laraaira Rali. 
MMkraaarty. Mr. latRU ra RalR. 
Ha H apHi ya y, Mr. Wartpaia. 
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flwa<li«riL Btl Nmiira NiMu 
\his, m. atsMiMs. 

Dm Difta. KlMgtaMa Htth. 
DM DHfla, trilvt NMMira Rttfe. 
D«Ma, Mr. DMrtMra Natli. 

Datia Dapta, MIm Mira. 

Datta MMaaMar, Mr. Niharaaia. 
laMaial Napat, Katl. 

•kata, Mr. Alai Kritkaa. 

DlMakiia Akaiak, Mr. 

DapU, Mr. Jafatk Okaakra. 
iapla, Mr.J. N. 

Naaaa AM Okawkkary, Mr. tyak. 
kalalatfila NMkaaiy. Mr. lyai. 
kalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Jaaak All Malaaiiar, Maalai. 
Kanar. Mr. Atal ekaadra. 

Kaada. Mr. Niikitka Matk. 

MakMk, Makarajkaaiar Uday Okaad. 
Maitra, Mr. saraadra Makaa. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kaaiar. 

Malaaidar, Mrs. Haaiaprava. 

Mal« Mr. Iiwar Okaadra. 

Maadal, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maadal. Mr. Kriikaa Praaad. 
Maairananaa lalaaiakadi. Maalaaa 
Madkal Haaaia. Mr. 


■akartaa. Mr. TarakaMIk M.D.I. 
MaMak, Srl|al Aakalaak. 
ilaakar, Mr. Naai MaairA. 

Raaakar AN, Mr. lyad. 

Praaiaadu Mr. Tartalakaraa. 
RaaMaaddia Akaiad, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Okara Okaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Raaialkriakaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa taakar. 

Ray. Mr. Kitkarl PaR. 

Ray, Rai iakadar Kakkad Okaadra. 
Ray, Mr. Maaaialka Nalk. 
iaayal. Dr. Nallaakika. 

•aayal. Mr. taaaaka lakkar. 

Sarfcar, Mr. RaHai Raa|aa. 
taa. Mr. Alai Okaadra. 
taa. Ral Iakadar dag aak Okaadra. 
•an-lapia, Mrs. Rallia. 
tkakadail. Mr. 

•kaaitaddia Akaiad, Mr. M. 

•lagka. Oaka Kikaira Nalk. 
tlaka, Irijai Maaladra IkaMUi. 
tar, |5. Nartadra Kaaiar. 

Tkakar. Mr. Praaiatka Raajaa. 
Wallar Rakaiaa, Maalvi. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEI— 114 . 


Akdal Atis, Maalaaa Md. 

Akdal HaOi. Mr. Mina. 

Akdal Hall, Mr. Mia. 

Akdal Naklai, Maalvi. 

Akdal Hakiai Vikraaiparl. Maalvi Md. 

Akdal Naaiid. Mr. A. M. 

Akdal Haaiid tkak, Maalvi. 

Akdal dakkar, Maalvi. 

Akdal Kadar, Mr. (alias LM Maak). 

Akdal Kvlai, Mr. 

Akdal Majid, Maa'vi. 

Akdal MaJM, Mr. tyad. 

AkdaUa-AI Makaiaad, Mr. 

Akdar Rakaiaa Kkaa Iakadar A. P. M. 

Akdar Rakaiaa tlddiai. Hr. 

Akdar Rawkid Makaiaad, Mr. 

Akdar Raskaad, Maalvi Md. 

Akdar Rant, Kkaa taMk Maalvi I. 

Akdar Ranak, Maalvi. 

Akdat tkakaad, Maalvi Md. 

AMdar Raia Okaardkary. Kkaa Iakadar MaalvL 
Akal Naakiai, Maalvi. 

Akal Hataia Akaiad, Hr. 

Akal Qaaaaai, Maalvi. 

AMak AH, Mr. 

AkoMd AH laayalparl, Kkaa Iakadar Maalaaa. 
AkaMd AH MrMka, Maalvi. 

AkaMd Haaaia, Hr. 

ARaraddla Akand, Kkaa Iakadar Maalvi. 
AaHaalak, Kkaa OaMk HaaM. 

AakrMaH, Mr. M. 

AMad HaMaia Kkaa, Kkaa lakadarJHaaM. 
Aikar AH, Maalvi. 
la dradda j a, Mr. Oyad. 

■aral AH, Hr. Md. 
mrkavra^ fir Maary, Dart 
16 


litwas, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Okipfvadalt, Mr. d. W. * 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Mr. Aaakal Okaadra. 

DaA Rai lakik KIrH Ikaaaa. 

Dan, laka Diktadra Nalk. 
f arkvt laat Kkaaaai, lafiai. 
raHal Nag, tka Naa'Ma Mr. A. K. 
fallal Qaadir. Kkaa Iakadar Maalvi. 

Paalar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaitatlagk). 

Iladdiag, Mr. D. 
laaiM. Mr. t. A. 

lyataddia Akaiad Okaadkary, AlkadJ. 
Nakikaliak, tka Haa’Ma Nawak Iakadar K., af 
Daaaa. 

Haddaar, Mr. R. R. 

NaOiaddla Okaadkari, Maalvi. 

NaaHdaddla Akaiad. Kkaa taWk. 

Naaimaa, Mr. K. A. 

Naaaaanaaiaa, Maalvi Md. 

Haikaai All Kkaa, Kkaa Iakadar Maalvi. 
NaUaa Manktd, Mrs., M.I.I. 

NalaaiMly danadar, Kkaa taklk Maalvi. 
Nawkiagt, Mr. R. d. 

Ntyaraad, Mr. Ragan. 

Minial, Mr. M. A. P. 
daaiaiaddia Akaiad, Kkaa takak MmNvI. 
KaMradila Kkaa, Kkaa Iakadar Haahrl. 
Kaaaai AH Hina, taklkaada Kaaraa dak Oyad. 
Kaaaady, Hr. 1. 1. 

HaDragar, Hr. 1. 1. 

Halaa ii i a AkaMd, MaaM. 
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Maaiil, Mr. tlrBl Mtatfri. 

MMial, Mr. Jagal OkMira. 

Mtairviila Akkaak, Maalvl. 

Maiak Ali Kkaa Faaai, Al-Ha^ MaMvi. 

Mlla«, Mr. 0. W. 

MUIar. Mr. 0. 

Makamaiak Ali, Kkaa Bakaiar. 

Margaa, Mr. B., O.I.E. 

Mtiltai Ail MaUak. Maalvl M. 

Maiaaiaial Nag, Maalvl Mk. 

Makaaiaiak AfiM, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl tyai. 
Makaaiaiai Ikraklai, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai likaaaa, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai lirall, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai tlMIqaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Dr. tyai. 
Matllak, tkv Noa'kIt Mr. Makaaia Bvkary. 
Mallick. Mr. aaila Bakary. 

Maikarraff Haviala, tka Haa'Ma Navrak. Kkaa 
Bakaiar. 

MaMafawial Maaaa, Mr. lyai. 

Mailafa All Oaaraa, Maalvl. 

Naaiy, tka Haa'kia Makaraja triMkaaira, 
Oaaslaikaiar. 

Naiarallak, Nawakiaia K. 

Natliaaiila, tka Hak'kia KkwaJa Mr. K.O.I.E. 
Naaraiiln, Mr. K. 

Nartan, Mr. N. R. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 


Th<* A.v<* 8 being 72 and the 


Rafcaiaa. Kkaa Bakaiar A. M. L. 
Ralkat tka Haa'kia Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 
RaJlkaiiia Tarafiar, Maalvl. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray. Mr. PaUraai. 
taiaraiila Akaiai. Mr. 

•akraiila Akaiai. NaJI. 
iakaka-Alaai. Mr. lyai.. 
lallai. Mr. |. a. 
laMaaa. Mr. R. M. 
larajvl itlaai, Mr. 

•kakakvidin. Mr. KkwaJa. O.B. E. 
Ikaaitaiiln Akmai Kkaaikar. Mr. 
•laclair, Mr. 4 . F. 

Mriar. Baka Utta Maaia. 

•aiHk, Mr. N. Brakant. 

•tavan. Mr. 4 . W. R. 
lakrawariy. tka Haa’kia Mr. H. I. 
Taailauiila Kkaa, tka Haa’kia Mr. 
ratal Akaiai Okaaikury, Maalvl HkJi* 
Walkar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wfcitakaai, Mr. R. B. 

Wariiwarth, Mr. W. C. 

Yaataf MIraa. 

Yusuf All Ohauikary. Mr. 

Zahur Akaiai Okaaikary, Maalvl. 


Noes 124, the motion was lost. 


(The House .was then adjourned i(U’ lo minutes.) 


( After ad jimru Ku /t4 . J 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. (diippendale, do you want to move the 
ninendineni standing in your name*' 

Mr, Ja W, CHIPPENDALE: Yes, Sir. 1 beg to move that after 
the name of Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed, the name of Mr. W. C. Patton be 
inserted. Sir, 

Mr, SPEAKER: That will do. No speech is necessary. 

The motion of Mr. J. W. Chippendale was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy as amended that 
the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, he referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(7) Alhaj Maulvi Ginsiiddin Ahmed Chowdhury, 

( 2 ) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mahtabuddin Ahmed, 

( 3 ) Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

( 4 ) Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali, 

(J) Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan Das, 



1940.1 


GOVERNMENT BILLS, 


227 


(6) Mr. Devi Prosad Ehaitan, 

(7) Sir Henry Birkmyre, Bart., 

(55 Mr. H. R. Norton, 

(fh Mr. Raniizuddin Ahmed, 

(JO) Mr. AV. C. Patton, and 

(Jl) the Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 


with instructions to .submit their report by the 2l8l December, 1940, 
the number of member.s forming? the quorum being four, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: 

AYEI— 118. 


AMal Asii. MaMlana Mtf. 

AMal Naai, Mr. Miria. 

AMal Nans, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakim. Maalvl. 

AMal Hakim Vikrampuri. Maalvl mi. 

AMal Hamia. Mr. A. M. 

AMal HamM, tkah, Maalvl. 

AMal Jakkar. Maalvl. * 

Akkal Kaktr. Mr. (alias Lai Maak). 

AMal Karim. Mr. 

AMal Majik, Maalvl. 

Akkalit-AI MakmoM, Mr. 

AMar Rahman. Khan tahakar A. r. M. 

Akkar RMChik Mahmaek. Mr. 

Akkar Raahaak, Maalvl Mk. 

AMur Raar, Khan Sahik Maalvl 1. 

Akkar Raiaak. Maalvl. 

AMas khahaak. Maalvl Mk. 

Akikor Rasa Ckawkhary. Khan lahMar Maalvl. 
Akai Hashim. Maalvl. 

Akal Hotain Ahmak. Mr. 

Akal Qttasam, Maulvi. 

AHok All. Mr. 

Akmak Ail Mrikha. Maulvi. 

Ahmak Haaain. Mr. 

Alfotakkln Ahmak. Khan RahMar Maalvl. 
AmlnaNah. Khan Sahik Maalvl. 

Aahratali. Mr. M. 

AalM Haaaala Khaa, Kkaa RahMar Maalvl, 
Aahtf AH. Maalvl. 

Rakrakkalo, Mr. lyok. 

Rarat Ail. Mr. Mk. 

Rlrhoiyva. Sir Haary. Ran. 

Rliataa. Mr. Ratih Lai. 

Rraahar, Mr. r. C. 

Rh ip paakaia, Mr. i. w. 

Mark. Mr. I. A. 

Oaa. Mr. Aavkol Obaokra. 

Dai. Ral Sahik KIrH Rkataa. 

IRkor. Mr. Upaokraaatb. 
farhot Raoa Khaaaoi, Rafam. 
raMol Qvailr. Kkaa RahMar MmIvL 
raaSar Rahoiaa. Mr. (Mymaoalack). 

RI MRiag. Mr. 0. 

Dy wa kgala AhoMk RkMkkafy, AHia4|. 
NafeMoHah, tka Maa*kla NaarOk RakMmr K., if 
DMka. 


HaStaidin Ohaukharl. Maalvl. 

Hamlkttkkin AhmM. Khaa Sahik. 

NamlHaa. Mr. K. A. 

Naiaaauaman. Maalvl Mk. 

Hoibam All Khan, Khaa RahMar Maalvl. 

Haalna MurthM. Mrs.. M.R.f . 

Hatamally JamMar. Khan Saklk MaalvL 
Haaklnii, Mr. R.k. 

HaywoM, Mr. Ro|arf. 

Hirtial, Mr. M. A. F. 

kaaimakkln Ahmak. Khaa Sahak Maalvl. 

Kakirakkin Khan, Khaa RahMar Maalvl. 

Kaaam All Mirea. SahlkiMa Kawaakak SyM. 
KannMy, Mr. I. R. 

McRrtfar, Mr. R. R. 

Maflsukkln Ohavkbary, Maalvl. 

Mafulra, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtakakkin AhmM. Khaa Rahokar Maalvl. 
Maakal, Mr.Raaha Raharl. 

Mankal, Mr. kagat Chankra. 

Matttk Ail Khaa Fanal, AI-NakJ Maalvl. 

Milat, Mr.o. W. 

Millar, Mr.o. 

MahammM AH. Khaa Rahakvr. 

Margaa. Mr.R.,C.I.E. 

Mailam All Mallah. Maalvl M. 

Maaammal Hag. Maalvl Mk. 

Mahammak Afiai, Khaa Rahakar Maotvl SyM. 
MahammM Ibrahim. Maalvl. 

Mahammak labagaa, Maalvl. 

MahammM larail, Maalvl. 

Mahammak tlkklgaa. Kkaa RahMar Or. SyM. 
MahammM Salalmaa, Kkaa Rahik Maalvl. 
MaHlak, tka Non 'kit Mr. Mahaaka Rakary. 
Malllek, Mr. Falla Rakary. 

Maaharraff Haaaaia, tka Naa^kia Ravak, Khaa 
RahMar. 

Maatagaoroal HMaa. Mr. SyM. 

Maatafa All Davraa. Maalvl. 

Raaky. tka MM*kla Maharaja RrtaakMira, at 
Oaatlaibafar. 

Haaarvltak. NaorakaMa K . 

Raaimakkia, tka Maa*kla KboraJa Mr, K4 J.I. 
Raarakkto, Hr.K. 

RaHaa, Mf.N.R. 

Fotlaa. Mr.W.R. 

RakMM, Kkaa Rakakar, A. H. L. 
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ttikvl, lk« Nm’M« Mr.fmaaM M. 
RaJItaMta Ttrgliv. HmIvI. 

Rty, Mr. DhMMln. 

Rty, Mr. PtUrtM. 
laiarvMto Ah««4, Mr. 

••iraMla Naji. 

•aiiaka-Alaai. Mr. Iya«. 
taliai, Mr.i.A. 

•arkar, laka Maikataiaa. 

•aiaaaa, Mr.R.M. 
laralal lilaai, Mr. 

•kakaka««la, Mr. Kkwaja, O.I.I. 
IkaaiiaiMa AhmH Kkaaikar, Mr. 
tfriar, laka LNta Maaia. 


laMIk. Mr. N. irkkMt. 

Mavaa. Mr.^.W.R. 

•akrawarriy, Mm Maa'Ma Mr. N. 1. 
llaalaJr, Mr.4.P. 

TaaiiiaMla Kkaa, Mia Naa*Ma Mr. 
Tafia Akiaatf Okaatfkary, MaaNI NaJi. 
Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Walkar. Mr. W.A. M. 

Whilalitai. Mr.R.i. 

Wariawartb. Mr.W.C. 

Yaaiaf Mina. 

Yaaaf Ali Okaaikary. Mr. 

Zakar Akaiak Okaaikary, Maahrl. 


NOEI— 73. 


ANal Wakak. Maalvl. 

Aka Nattala larkar, Maalvi. 

Akal Patl. Mr. Mi. 

Akaiai Kkaa, Mr.lyai. 

Aalaiaiiln Akaiai, Mr. 

•aaarli, Mr. P. 

■aaarjl, Mr.latya Prlya. 

•anarjaa, Mr.ilkaatk. 
laaariaa, Dr.laratk Okaaira. 

■araia, laka Praiakart. 

■araia, Mr. Patpafli. 

•araiaa, Kaka Upaaira Nalk. 

•aaa, Mr. taataak Kaaiar. 

•liwai, Raka Lakikiai Narayaa. 

■Iiwtt, Mr.laraaira Natk. 

Okakrakarty, Mr.iattaira NaMi. 

Okaaikari, Ral Naraaira Natk. 

Daa, laka Raikaaatk. 

Das, Mr. Maamakaa. 

Das Dapta, Raka Kkagaaira Natk. 

Das Rapta, Irljat Naraaira Natk. 

Datta, Mr.DkIraaira Natk. 

Datta, Mr. lakaiaar. 

Datta Rapta, Miss Mira. 

Datta Maiaaiiar, Mr. Nikaraaia. 

Iiaiaiai Napaa, Kati. 

Rkasa, Mr. Atal Krtskaa. 

Riaaaiiia Akaiai. Mr. 

Rapta, Mr.iagiik Okaaira. 

Rapta, Mr. J. N. 

Nasaa AU Okaarikary, Mr.lyiR. 
iaiaiaiiia Naskaaiy, Mr. lyai. 
ialaa, Mr. I.O. 
iaaak Aii Majaaiiar, Maalfl. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atai Okaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. NMkNka NaMi. 

Maltl, Mr. Wkaala Rakart. 

The Ayes being 118 and the 


Maltra, Mr.laraaira Makaa. 

Maji, Mr. Aiaraita Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mrs. Haiaaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Iiarar Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Krtskaa Prasai. 
Maairataaiaaa Islaaiakaii, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maakal Httala, Mr. 

Makarjaa, Mr. Tarakaatfc, M.R.E. 
Makkarjaa, Mr. R. 

Makkarji, Dr. H.O. 

Malliak. Irijat Askatask. 

Naskar, Mr. Nsai Okaaira. 

Naasktr Ali, Mr. lyai. 

Paal. fir Hart laakar. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tarlalckaraa. 

Raaiisaiiia Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. KIraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiskarl Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 
laayal. Dr. Naiiaakika. 
laayal, Mr. tauaka lakkar. 
larkar, Mr. Naliai Raajan. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 
laa, Rai Rakaiar iagask Okaaira. 
laa-Rapta, Mrs. Naliia. 

Ikakaiali, Mr. 

Ikaaisaiila Akaiai, Mr. M. 
liafka, Raka Kskatra Natk. 

Ilaka, Srijat Maalaira Rkasaa. 
lar, Mr. Naraaira Kaaiar. 

Taparlak, Rai Rakaiar Maaagta LaH. 
Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Raajaa. 

Waliar Raknaa, Maalvi. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Noes 73, the motion was agreed to. 


Privitagt motion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERStE: On a matter of privilege^ Sir. I 
sent a notic'e 


Hr. SPEAKERS I have received it. It will be taken up after the 
motion of Sir Naiimuddin. 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANBRJEE: Sir, I hear that ihe Asaemhly is 

going to be prorogued to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER! In that case I will take it up to-day before the 
business is over. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, are you giving 

an assurance that it will be discussed before the business of the day is 
over? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 can’t say it now. I must first hear what Sir 
Nazimuddin has pot to say on this. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the first question 

is whether it is a question of privilepi' at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a recommendation. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The recommendation 

itself is not a pri^^lege motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will be discussed afterwards. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, cannot it be discussed to-day P 

Mr. SPEAKER: [ will take it up later and there will be first discus- 
sion on the points as to whether it is a motion or not. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Legislature (Removal of DisqualiSoations) (Amendment) 

Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications) 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I also beg to 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. We have received notice of a motion disapproving the Removal 
of Disqualifications (Amendment) Ordinance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an Ordinance. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMOARs But, Sir, the aame 
subject matter is involved. My point of order is this, that in view of 
that notice, tlie present Bill could not have precedence. If the motion 
is not taken up before the Bill is decided, it will have no meaning 
wliatfloevor. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with this Bill. That is 
altogether different. 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, I beg to move that 
the Beiigiil Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications) (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration. 

Mra SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, 1 lieg to move by way 

of amendment ilial the Bill be circulated for the })urpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon h\ the loth December, 1940. 

Sir, 1 propose* to make verv few observations on this question. The 
Bill, a.s it stands, looks V(*rv simple, but wlien analysed it raises a 
question ot very vital consideration. It is not merely giving the 
member of the Legislature an ordinary jirivilege, but it also amounts 
to dragging the entire province oi Bengal to the (‘ommitimml of the 
principles of the war which is now going on. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the primary function of a nieinher of tlie T^egis- 
lature is to devote liis entire energy and services and available time to 
the electorate and the burning questions of the electorate and liis 
pn»sence in the Assembly or in the Louncil is extremely necessary in 
the intmests of the public that he represents. Sir, ordinarily it would 
be a ver\ bad juf'cedfoit if members who rejiresent vast constituencies 
and vaster ('auses are allowed to keej) away from the normal functions 
of tlie l/t'gi slat lire and. Sir, when the question of the main Act was 
discussed on the floor of the Hou.se in 1907 evt*n part-time Government 
servants such as Buhlic Ihosecutors and Govenimoiit Pleaders were 
also subjected to vigorous erilicisms on the ground of the necessity of 
the Legislature ( (uuerued. Now, Sir, the whole question is whether 
the electorates ptuiuit them to he absent from their normal functions. 
It is ultiinatol}’ a question in which the elei'torates are concerned, and 
it is not iK^rmissihle for the menilH'rs of this House to assume the role 
of the trustees of the province and to excuse abseiues on the part of 
these rejiresentatives. 

Ilesiihvs that, there is the question (»f the acceptance of the war 
aims themselves. Sir, this Bill aims in a subtle way to drag the entire 
province of Bt'iigal to a commitment of the war aims of Great Britain. 
Sir, the matter has now been discussed in the Press, on the platform 
and inside the Houses of Legislatures all over India. You know, Sir, 
that on the question of Great Britains war aims seven Governments in 
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*varioua provinces have gone out of office. Not only that, on account 
of this vital question constitution has been suspended in seven out of 
the eleven provinces of India and, Sir, in the remaining provinces the 
question has been debated upon and by far the greatest majority of 
people are against the present war aims of Great Britain. In this 
context, it will not do for us to forget the recent debate in the Central 
legislature itself. There all the majority parties, namely, the 
Congress, the Muslim League and the Hindu Mahasabha and all the 
other parties also, have given their considered verdict against the 
present war aims of Great Britain and to-day here on the floor of the 
House we shall be failing in our duty unless we make it perfectly clear 
that we are not going to excuse the absence of members on the ground 
that their services are necessary in connection witli the war. We Iiave 
made it abundantly clear. Although India is at war, it is not u war 
in the interests of India, and so we as Indians must stand solidly 
together and try to \«‘ntilate uhatexer little protests we can make 
against this war and its aims. My submission to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge and my apj)eal to the memlM‘rs of the (\)aliti(>n Party' is that 
in this vital (jue.'^tion we should not submit lying down and give a 
blank checjiie to the Provincial Government in their attempt to get this 
Bill passed My suspudon has been strengtlumed fully to-day by the 
s]>eech of tlie Hon’bh* Mr. Suhrawardy when he ma(b‘ observations in 
coniKM tion with the Gemu-al Sales Tax Bill that tl)i.s G(>vernment is the 
only ( iov<*rnment winch support the British war efforts. That may be 
a glory for Mr. Suhrawardy : thai may be ji glory for this stiii)efied 
(bivernment, hut it is a mattei ot shame to Indians. And 1 want to 
make it clear that that is a matti r of shame for Bengalis as ji whole. 
Lven the Muslini L(*ague by whicii the Hon’ble Ministers sw'ear — that 
Muslim la‘ague has made it jibundantly (dear that tinless there is a 
revision in the war aims, they have nothing to do with the war. If the 
Hon'ble Minister really thinks that the present Cabinet can carry the 
electorate with tluon on the war is>ue, J would challenge them to 
have a general (diction <ui that i>su<‘. Mr. Suhrawardy is \ei\ 
contident and makes bold assertion.'^. Here is a ( halleng 4 * from me 
most humblv offer(*d to him. I '-ay, well, Sir, come out to the consti- 
tuencies on thi" very sinqile question whether Bengal is or is not in 
favour of Britain’s war 4'floits, and I am certain about w'lmt the result 
would be. The Gpjmsition benches will get further swelled and the 
Coalition beiuhes will get considerably depleted and nine out of the 
ten Ministers wdll have to vacate their seats. If the House accepts 
thi.s motion and we go out to the people, then within a fortnight or so 
the voice of Bengal will l>e ringing forth against the activities of 
Government. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Hr. Dutta Maxuindar, we are anxious to expedite 
our business to-day as far as possible. Will it be possible for you to 
make a very short speech on this special occasion? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 have very strong 
points of principle with regard to this Bill, and to do justice to them 
I shall have to speak a little longer than usual. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But, Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, you know that as a 
matter of fact this principle was discussed on the last occasion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, Sir, not this very 
principle. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Might be, but it was almost an identical matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHANDHURI: I submit that there is 
a subsiantial difference between them. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; I submit that this is 
the first opportunity I am availing of on this question and with a view 
to give proper exi)re88ion to the points of principle involved in this Bill 
I hope you will kindly give me full opport\init> to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I am afraid, Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, 
I must take u]) the special motion on jute first. 

Special Motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise to move the special 
motion under rule 95 (i) of the Bengal Ijegislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules relating to the jute situation, but I seek your indulgence to read 
the motion in the following terms: — 

Sir, I move that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government 
of Bengal should take immediate steps to ensure higher prices of raw 
jute for the cultivators in the current season by adopting such necea- 
sary and suitable measures us may be economically justifiable. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was told that you will not go into detail. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I believe this will make my inten- 
tion much clearer than leaving the resolution aa it is. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To ensure higher prices of raw jute for the 
current season. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: As I have already submitted to 
you, my intention is not to embarrass the Government nor at the same 
time to give an impression to the country that we are giving the 
Government a blank cheque. No democratic constitution can function 
unless the Government had on their own responsibility brought up 
their whole scheme and sought our opinion 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the matter cannot be discussed to-day. It 
will have to wait. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Let us see if the Hon’ble Minister 
has any objec tion. I have only modified the resolution with the words 
“by adopting such necessary and suitable measures as may be econo- 
mically justifiable.” If the Hon’ble Minister has any objection, I 
shall not move it of course. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, have you any objection Jo the 
addition of these words “as may be economically justifiable”? 

The Hon^ble Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, there is no 
objection. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you very much. I move 
this motion not with a spirit of trapping the Coalition Party or the 
Government into something that they did not like to go into. I must 
make that abundantly clear. I wanted to make my position clear only 
with a view to .see that there may not be any misunderstanding of the 
real intention or meaning of the resolution. Sir, I shall not dilate on 
matters 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I rise on a point of order. 
Three names appear in the special motion. I would like to know 
whether Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar is prepared to accept the amendment. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The motion also stands in his name. 

Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 wanted to know 
whether the honourable member consents to the amendment. 

Again, Sir, I have another point of order to raise. How can 
Mr. K. Shahabuddin be a party to the resolution? He is a member 
of the Government. It must come from a member of the Coalition 
Party. Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin cannot be a party to such a resolu- 
tion. 
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Mr* SPEAKERS I am «orxy. You know even a resolution of the* 
House is an expression of opinion. Even the Hon'ble Finance Minister 
can move a resolution. 

Mfi SHAHEDALIs On a point of order, Sir 

Mfi SPEAKER* 1 hope you will remember that it was with great 
difficulty that I could persuade Government to give 1 hour and 15 
minutes. If you are anxious to discuss the motion, by all means do it. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: There was an amendment in my name. May 
I know if it was accepted or rejected 

Mr. SPEAKER* I will ask the Hon'ble Finance Minister as to 
wlicther lie accepts tlie motion or not. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 ac(ei>ted the special 
motion on (‘crtain terms. It \\a,s an agreed m(>tion from all jiarts of 
tlie House and there is no room for that amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER; If nou do not accept, that is all right. 

Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: I do not quite follow 
Mr, Suliiawardy when he sa\s that then* was an agre^nl motion from 
. pails of the Ilous<\ When did the occasion arise My own 
motion lias htam tahlf‘d about jute affair. You know, Sir. very well 
others \\ere ruled out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
does not know' that we went* called upon to agree to a special motion. 
If I had not agreed to that special motion, the motion could not be 
discussed on the floor ot the House to-day. 1 have agreed to a certain 
special motion and 1 stick to it. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; But not in that form. 

Cr 

Mr. 8PEAKER.* I can dispo.se of this matter straightaway. 
Mr. Hashemy and Mr. (Hasuddin have given notice of some amend* 
ments. 

Mr. Hashemy, 1 find that your motion is not in order. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Why not, Sir? May I 

know^ the reason ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: For the simple reason that your motion is not an 
expression of opinion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: It is an expression of 
opinion, Sir, I have said “regret^’. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I am sorry; but “regret" is not an expression 
of opinion. It may be an abstract opinion, but it is not an opinion 
ac(‘or<ling to the rules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we are all aware that 
certain Hon'ble Ministers of Bengal are proceeding to-night to Delhi 
to attend an important Conference on this burning (piestion. Sir, the 
whole of Bengal i.s thorough 1\ agitated over the problem of jute, and 
it IS only meet and j)roj)er that we, tlu* members of the JiCgislature, 
when the Assembly is in session, should get some oj)portunity to state 
what we would like tin* Hcm’ble Mnustei to convey to Delhi and we 
w’ould expect them to give us some idea, it tlicN are in a ])osition to 
do so, as t(> what th(‘\ intend to <hj in Delhi, 

Sir, we have so far hmnd tliat the Bengal (loveinment, as repre- 
.senled by tlie jiresent Miinstiy, have signally failed t(> ensure better 
])rices of jute foi the agriculturists. In spite of their promises in IDdT, 
the\ have signallv lailial to maintain and eiisuie a minimum jirice of 
jute which some oi them, at an,\ rat(‘, had ehujiiently promised at the 
time of the last general eh'ction. Thereaftei, time after time. the> have 
taken certain measures, all of whicli, it I am permitteil to say mo, 
have gone to tlie benefit not !»f thi* cultivators (d Bengal but of some 
other .section or sections. The first Ordinance that tlie.N had issiietl was 
in the yeai DhlS relating to the hours of work in the jute mills. 1 
would like 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, 
Sir. Is the honourable member in order in it'viewing the entire jute 
p(dicy of Oovernment from DKIT, and am I expected to rejdy to all 
these points? I think tliis motion was regarding the present poHition, 
and I was to exjdain to the House as to how wi* ma\ meet the situation. 
If I am called upon to review the whole pidiey of (iovernment, th(*n 
it is impossible for us to finish the debate within an hour and a quarter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Hon hie Minister will 
presentl.N see the relevancy of my point. I shall briefly touch the 
various steps that (iovernment have so far taken and what we would 
like them t(» do. 

In 1938 they tried to help the millowners and the jute mill industries. 
Thereafter, as I had already pointed out, in August last they had six 
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Ordinances in all. Most of them, if not all, were directed to secure 
certain level of prices in the city of Calcutta and certain prices for 
those who were dealing in the fatka market. (The Hon*ble Mr. H. S. 
SuHHAWARijy : That was in 1939.) 1 have covered the whole period. 
(Mauivi Anu Hossain Sarkar : He is very nervous about it!) (The 
Hou’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: There is no question of being nervous.) 
(Laughter from the Opposition benches.) 

The next measure that Government attempted was to indulge in a 
series of communiques, notices, assurances and interviews. This has 
had such an effect of creating a thorough unsettlement on the jute 
market that it is well known that Hon’ble Ministers have been accused 
of taking a personal interest in the affairs of the market. I am not, 
at this stage, stating anything as to whether there was any truth or 
otherwise in such rumours, but the manner in which some Ministers 
had been taking keen interest in the movements of prices in the fatka 
market made people suspect some foul play. 

The third thing that they did was to embark upon a policy of 
compulsory restriction. 1 submit. Sir, in this connection that when 
the proposal for voluntary restriction was mooted several months or 
rather a few years ago and when we were called upon to examine the 
proposal about voluntary restrictitm, we made it abundantly clear that 
we, on this side of the House, did not have mu(‘h faith in voluntary 
restriction and pressed Government to go ahead with measures for 
restriction of crop. At this stage Government did not take much note 
of our warnings. Tiiereufter the\ had adopted a hurried and most 
perfunctory metliod of registration of jute lands, and we had to draw 
their att^^ntion to the serious handicaps created by this haphazard 
method of registration, and we submitted that such a registration would 
not enable the Government to undertake a proper restriction and,. there- 
fore, we subnutted that they ought not to continue their restriction 
proposal without previous revision of the registered jute lands. As 
a result thereof, Government on their own responsibility withdrew the 
restriction proposal for the last year. I take fullest responsibility for 
whatever we did in that connection, because we felt that in the interest 
of the cultivator himself there should be a better registration and a 
more thorough measure of registration. But, Sir, we never asked Gov- 
ernment, when there w’as a threatened restriction of demand, when 
Government knew well and nobody knew better than the Government of 
Bengal did, that there would be difficulties in freight, that there was 
a likelihood of large production, we did not advise Government to issue 
communi(iue8, notes and promises assuring the peasantry of Bengal that 
they w’ould be given a bumper price and Government would try to 
maintain the price as high as Bs. 85 and above per bale for the fatka 
market. The Hon'ble the Chief Minister gave such assurance. We 
never thought of giving any advice to the Government as to the 
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desirability of maintaing artificially a high rate of price at a time when 
everybody knew that there was no likelihood of such a price being 
maintained. Trade and Commerce were not allowed to have their 
independent play and, when I on the floor of this House drew attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to the fact that the laws of economics 
are inexorable and they would have their play inevitably, the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister said that he was not prepared to accept that and 
he was prepared to stake his head, — to break his head on stonewalls 
perhaps — to prove the coutrarv. Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy then had pro- 
pounded a new economic theory. The theory was that he would not 
regulate the supply to suit the demand, but would try to control the 
demand in the interest of supply. Possibly the House remembers that 
theory. Thereafter, Sir, the Government took another step. When- 
ever they found that the i>ri(es could not be maintained, they thought 
in the interests of some unknown person, of stopping the entire jute 
futures market and they contemplated an Ordinance for the time being 
to stop tlie operation in the futures market. At first they restricted 
the prices for which they would operate and thereafter they had to 
even go to the length of advising the East India Jute Association not 
to go on with their transaction. Even that would not help. Govern- 
ment then dec ided in tlieir wisdom, again not in the interests of culti- 
vators but in tlie interests of two or three beneficiaries in Calcutta, 
while there was no crop in the hands of the cultivators, to maintain 
the fatka price at Calcutta at a minimum of Its. 00 and they decided 
purchasing old jute crop at Ks. 60 or near about jier bale. Thereby 
they risked Rs. 30 lakhs of the revenues of Bengal in that game. AVho 
profited in that game? One of those w'ho profited is the firm of 
Mr. M. A. Ispahan! who sold about o,000 bales of jute. The price 
in the market at that moment was about Rs. 52, but he sold to Govern- 
ment at Rs. 58 or R8..59 per bale, and this was the lot he had from the 
firm of Kanaiya Lai Lohia. 

Sir, there have been also opportunities opened up for certain agents 
to make huge profits by selling their own holdings which otherwise 
would be sold in the market at a low price, and fetching a good margin 
out of that. Thus, Sir, that attempt of Government also failed to 
ensure better prices for the future crop that was coming in the follow- 
ing season. 

Now, Sir, we hear that the Government are thinking of some other 
glorious measure, a measure which, if rumour is to be believed in or 
relied on, depends upon the granting of a loan of nearly six crores of 
rupees by the Government of India which will enable the Government 
of Bengal to purchase a substantial quantity of the present year’s stock. 
As I have not got much time to devote to this question to-night, 
I will not go into details of the figures — some other speakers might — 
and 1 would only submit that this is another great blunder Government 
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is contemplating. It is impossible for the Government of Bengal alone 
to undertake this heavy liability of purchasing jute, and it is impossible 
for them overnight to set up the suitable machinery of purchase at least 
for this current year. 

Sir, I shall now come to my specific suggestion. My concrete pro- 
posal is with a view to show how (lovernment can help the poor agricul- 
turists of Bengal and not content themselves merely with entering into 
an agreement with certain parties with full knowledge that an agree- 
ment (jf that character c(»uld not he adhered to or complied with — an 
agreement with interested parties like the Jute Mills Association. That 
was another hlundcu- which 1 wouhl like the Hon’ble Minister to avoid. 

1 submit that the time has come for tlie Government of Bengal to 
approach the Government of India and tell them — “here is a j)roblem 
which is a problem of problems not onl\ tor Bengal, but also for 
several other provinces, and should be tackled in the interest of the 
growers in all tliese provinces.” The (iovernment of India can be 
compelled to intervene in tlie matter, or otherwise, under section 10f3 
of th(‘ G(»vernment of India Act, the (iovernment of India sliould be 
re(|uested to take over the administratimi and legislation in conmndion 
with jut(* and jute manufactures. Then the Government of India will 
be in a j)ositi()n to see that the (iovernments of Bihai, Orissa and Assam 
and, if lU'cessary, the I nited l*n»viiices d(» come in lim* with the hole 
program im* w(‘ want to folb^w We have lu'tm restricting our crop. 
The House might remember, Sir, that if we restrict tlie area (d our land 
under jute b\ bbij per cent, as have projiosed next yt'ar, we shall 
be left to the one-third acreage and tliere will be a corresjmnding increase 
in the proportion of jute land in adjoining j>r()vinc(‘s. As a conse- 
(luence, if there is a larger production of jute in other ]>r'ovinces, they 
will have a larger share of jute export dut.x also and Bengal's finances 
will sufler terrible. 1 submit, let the (iovernment of India take over 
the administration of jute for the following reasons. The first reason 
is tliat this is a product irr which .several provinces are interested. 
Therefore, the Government of Bengal alone cannot think of any measure 
which might completely deal with the question satisfactorily. The 
second point is that there is an expert body like the Indian Central Jute 
(/ommittee which can always be relied upon by the Government of 
India for advice and guidance, because that expert committee is asso- 
ciated with the Government of India. 

Mr. Ca Wa MILES* On a point of information, Sir. Are we to 
understand that the Congress Party are asking the Government of India 
to step in and regulate the jute acreage in India? 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYAL* Mr. Miles may be infonmed that 
the views I am giving are my personal views and not those of my party. 
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If Government have got a scheme and place the same for examination, 
then my party will give its consideied views on such a scheme. 

Mr. C. W. MILES: These are your personal views P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Yes. 

Then, Sir, tlie ihird arf,rwnient is that tlie Government 
of India may alone undertake the heav\ responsihilit\ , finan- 
cial and otherwise, for tlie purchase of tliis jiroduct. As you are all 
aware, even if we want to keep back a substantial (|uantity of the 
present year’s surplus crop, namely, (lO lakhs of bales we shall require 
such a huj^e amount of money that the (iovernment of Bengal can 
never conceive of proturin^'', either from revenue or from loans, the 
required ^um for this purpose. A^ain, surels, if the (iovernment of 
India are to be ret] nested foi finding the money or guaranteeing the 
money to be rai>ed by wa\ of loan whiidi the (iovernment of Htmg'al 
w’ould raise, then* is no rea^on w h> the (iovernment of India will not 
say, “Wlicn wt* aye pa.v in]^ the Hill, \vh\ should we not also have the 
respoiisibilitv ol taking*- over the admini^tration of juteP” 

Then, Sir, I ma\ submit most humbly that the credit of Hengal is 
80 low that It would la* imjai^sible loi the ( i()V(*rnnicnt of Bengal, ev»*n 
if the\ fret the jiermission trom tlie (io\crnment of India, to raisi* the 
necessary amount of loan re{|uired lor this purpose. That is abundantly 
made clear from the we<‘kl\ sales of 'J’reasury Bills. We find in the 
market on the sale of their 'i'reasury Bills the (iovernment of Beiifral 
are payirifr twm to three annas more than what the (iovernment of 
Madras are pauiifr on th<*ir Bills in (.’alcuttii where .\ou find money in 
plenty . 'ro-day the credit c»i the (iovernment of Beiifral is so low' that 
they cannot the Treasury Bills .sold at a reasonable rate, a rate at 

which even the Madras (iovernment can obtain money in the city of 
Calcutta. 

Further, Sir, the meicantile coniinunity has lost all confidence in 
the Beiifral (iovernment. I submit that even when tlie (iovernment of 
^ndia will be asked to take over the responsibility, the mereantile 
community cannot be forgotten, and measures will have to be taken to 
re-establish the ronfidenee whieh the Bengal Government has lost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is that the meaning of your resolution that 
Government should take steps to hand it to the Government of India P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I don t want to give a blank 
cheque 
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Mr. SPEAKER: What I am asking you is this. You say in the , 
resolution that the Government of Bengal should take measures for 
increasing the price of jute which will be economic. Now you suggest 
that they should hand it over to the Government of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is one of the measures they 
may take. I may submit also that there cannot he any doubt about 
the possibility of storage being arranged by traders. It can be arranged 
by traders even now if they get the proper assurance of a fair price being 
maintained for two, three or five years. A guarantee of this nature 
is called for. If it is given many persons will come forward to help the 
Government of Bengal and the jute-grow^ers of Bengal in raising the 
price higher up and maintaining the same. 

With these words, 1 move my motion. 

Mr. W. A. M. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is w'ith consider- 
able reluctance that I rise to speak at all on this amended resolution. 
In the opinion of my party, it is both untimely and unnecessary. 
Dr. Sanyal has as usual delved deeply into the past. If be expects 
me to make any comments on what he has said or to give him any 
particulars regarding the Conference at Delhi, I am afraid he is mis- 
taken. I should say that our views are best expressed in the words in 
which the Bon’ble Minister for Agriculture replied to a question to-day. 
He said : — 

“As a result a (j)nference has been called of representatives of the 
jute-growing provinces and of the mills which will meet at Delhi on 
the 4th December to decide on ways and means of disposing of this 
year’s crop at a level of prices w’hich is fair to all concerned, particularly 
to the grower.” 

It is quite possible. Sir, that members of this House have not read 
the communique which was issued by the Central Government. The 
Central Government issued the following note: “Discussions on jute 
situation were held in New Delhi on Saturday, the 16th of November, 
between the representatives of the Government of India and of the 
Government of Bengal. The position arising out of the anticipated 
surplus of raw jute in the current year and the crop restrictions which 
the Government of Bengal have definitely decided to enforce during 
the coming season was considered in all its aspects and various alter- 
native lines of action calculated to promote the welfare of all the 
interests concerned, and of the jute-growers in particular. The final 
decision on the matter was postponed until after a further conference 
which will be convened by the Government of India at New Delhi in 
the first week of December at which the representatives of the Govern- 
ment of the jute-growing provinces and of the mill industries will be 
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► invited to attend.” I think these words express sufficientlj* the inten- 
tions of all concerned to do everything which lies in their power in 
the best interests of the provinces concerned and of the growers in 
particular, and I think in these circumstances, Sir, all that we can 
say is that we will be going to the Conference at New Delhi in that 
spirit. And I do not think we need say anything more about what we 
intend to do there. We shall merely hope that what we achieve there 
will be in the best interests of all concerned. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the subject- 
matter under discussion to-night is of very great importance to the 
province as a whole. The province, particularly the cultivators, the 
growers of jute, whether they wull live or die, is the main question 
to be solved. Unfortunately, due to causes, some beyond our control, 
beyond the control of the Ministry, and others within their control, 
the present situation, the present depressing situation, in jute we are 
faced with. T shall now give some of the causes which appear to me 
to have brought about this situation. First of all, due to the war in 
which we have t{» participate without our consent, there has been a 
loss of three-fifths of the export market of raw jute. To it is added 
the difficulties due to exchange control and shipping. Then there has 
been an over-production this season estimated at twenty-five lakhs of 
bales. We have also to realise that there is an absolute want of 
holding powers of the growers, but that they are forced to sell as soon 
as they can skin their jute and run to the market. We also know that 
the arbitrary change of standards introduced by the buyers has also 
got a depressing effect. Lastly, there is the unwillingness on the 
part of the mill-owners to maintain the usual stock of the mills. Then 
there are too many middlemen appropriating at least 2o per cent, of 
the prices. As against that we have got to know certain facts. The 
hessian market has not been lost to that extent. America who is the 
biggest buyer still continues to buy, and though we have lost three- 
fifths of the raw jute market, at least 50 per cent, of the hessian 
market is still available. Then, about 0 or 10 lakhs of bales have 
been Liken up by the war sand bag orders. We also know that the 
mills have hardly 4 months’ stock, their annual requirements being 
about 50 lakhs. But we also know that in the past, during depression 
time, the mills had as much as 18 months’ stock. I can give figures 
and Mr. Walker need not be surprised. 

Then, again, we know that the standard marks have been kept 
intact for the last two years, though now a new standard is being 
introduced. We have also to take note that the past experience in the 
organisation of sale societies of jute and co-operative buying has not 
been successful and we also know that the recent purchase in Calcutta 
by Government, if not scandalous has been most unbusinesslike, and 
17 
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the purchase of jute at Calcutta when jute had passed out of the handsf) 
of the growers did not help the cultivators at all. Therefore, the 
question is how are we going to solve this difficult problem? 

First of all, there must be an understanding between the provinces 
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Assam so that we may not place our 
growers under any handicap. Then there must be arrangement for 
absorption of the stock by persuading jute mill-owners to maintain a 
stock, and if they maintain a stock for 10 months the whole of the 
surplus stock available will be absorbed. But before they are persuad- 
ed to do HO, it must be linked up wuth a jute restriction scheme in order 
to assure them that if they maintain the stock there will be such a 
restriction in production that the price of the stock will not fall. And 
along w’itb it it is not unlikely that the jute mill-owners will demand 
tliat a guarantee should be given in case they suffer a loss. The Central 
Goveruinent who have been realising in the shape of jute duty such 
huge amounts in the past should be ()er8uaded to give that guarantee. 
Then the standard mark of jute must be Htabili.sed. particularly this 
year. It is well known that on account of s<;arcity of water due to 
want of rainfall this year’s quality has deteriorated and if in fixing 
a minimum price on the basis of a standard we do not take note of the 
present quality of jute it will not help the growers. 

In order to maintain a stock of ten months the mills have got 
storage facilities necessary for doing so. I am not in favour of 
Government themselves entering into jute buying business and jute 
sale busiiU'SH, They have not got the agency necessary. They have 
not got th(? storing facilities. They must come in as guarantors and 
they must help the mills to absorb the surplus stock. It is not at all 
difficult for them, to maintain a stock for ten months, and thus absorb 
the 25 lakhs of surplus bales. 

Then the Government also ought U) try to eliminate the middle-men 
as far as possible. Supposing the bottom grade of jute is fixed at 
Ks. () per maund, unless the middle-men are eliminated to some extent 
the bottom grade of jute will not fetch so far as the growers are 
concerned more than Ks. 4-8. It is a very practical proposition. Sir, 

I am not speaking theoretically. We had faced that situation during 
the last war on getting the news of a jute cultivator having committed 
suicide in the market after failing to sell jute even at Ks. 2; I approach- 
ed the then local authorities at Dacca, the Commissioner and the 
Collector. We amongst ourselves thought out a plan for arranging 
for the purchase of jute from the cultivators direct. We visited the 
Narainganj Chamber of Commerce, requested them to send out their 
launches with some of the boats, while we undertook to arrange that 
the cultivators would come at certain definite places on definite days 
in their boats and sell the jute which ought to be weighed with the 
help of an English scale and certain prices to be given. I know very 
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•jrell that after great difficulty the officials could persuade some of the 
merchants to accept that proposal. There were others who came upon 
them and at once questioned: “Where were you when Nawab 
Salimulla and Babu Ananda Chandra Ray advised the cultivators not 
to sell jute and so on.” Even tlien, it was p(»ssible, and we did 
eliminate some middle-men and could put mone> in the hands of the 
cultivators. Government can easilj^ do that. From my experience — 
I come from a jute district in Bengal — and from my past »*\perience 
during the crisis after the last Great War, 1 can say that if w(‘ people 
put our heads together, if we calculate what is economically just and 
fair, if we seek the co-operation of the mill-owners and the* buying 
agencies, it is possible to help the cultivat(»rs. But if we want to 
merely fix a price or if Government intervem^s, while they have no 
facilities either for (Correct jmrehase or weighment or f(»r ^toring, they 
arc bound to land into difficulties. 

The immediate step should be that we should persuade the mill 
authorities who in the past have maintained as much as a year’s stock 
always, their present stock is not even enough four months, We ought 
to persuade them and they <mght to agree to it. If they do not agnu', 
Government ought to know' ho%v they can make them d{» so. 1 think 
that it IS possible without interfering wdth the usual jute business and 
after discussing with them to decide how things can be done to arrive 
at that figure. After the last war, when there was a slump and some 
of the mill-owners did not agree, we had io go and take tin* help of 
His Kxcellem'y Lord (hirmichael who told some of those jute merchants 
that His Excellency came from Dundee and that it was no good making 
a long fa(e, and they were made to buy. I know' some of them; a 
little amount of appeal to these people and persuasion will be neces- 
sary, and that is how if Government is minded to help the growers they 
can help, and on behalt of the Opposition I unreservedly place our 
services at the disposal of (iovernment and th(' jut(^ n)ill-owners in 
Bengal, in bringing out a reasonable scheme by whi(di we can possibly 
ensure higher prices. It is not a mattei of discussion here and then 
forgetting all about it, but the matter is too serious. The jute mills 
ought to understand that unless the prices are improved, their business 
stands the risk of extinction. There is bound to be disorder— not the 
ordinary strikes, but there is bound to be much more serious disorder. 
I have not appealed only to the patriotic sentiment. I know the 
Scotch merchants will certainly consider the question. At present we 
know that the hessian market stands at Rs. 12 or Bs. 12-8, and it is 
easy to give a price of Rs. 8-8 for raw jute even if we assume that the 
hessian market will go down to Rs. 10 which is about the lowest that 
hessian market has touched. I am speaking from general information 
that a price which will be a little more than the actual growing price 
of the jute can easily be arranged. I do not believe that the Govern*- 
ment of India should do everything. The Government of India should 
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co-ordinate the activities of the different provinces having regard to 
the critical situation, but each Provincial Government will have to 
work out the provincial scheme. They will have to consult the 
interests concerned. They will have to find out which is the best 
organisation to carry out the scheme. 

With these words I want the Government to take all necessary 
steps, no unnecessary steps, no arbitrary steps. There should be no 
idea of getting all these purchases made through some of their brokers 
and dalah who have let the province down during the past transactions. 
With these words, without taking more time of the House, I commend 
the resolution for the acceptan(‘e of this House, and 1 hope Government 
will consider the suggestions 1 have given. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Sir, 1 had not the least 

desire to speak on a motion so unhappily worded, if I may be 
permitted to say so, so ill-worded, but Mr. Walker has given me the 
inspiration to speak and therefore 1 must speak. Mr. Walker very 
conveniently (|Uoted a few sentences of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan, which he gave in reply to a question this evening. Mr. Walker 
is not here; otlierwise, 1 would have quoted other sentences of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. I will read it out at least for the 
members of his party. Government made cuntinuoirs (dVort to induce 
tlie mills to increase the ]>urchuse of jutt* in ordei* to suppojt the mufassal 
market, but without much succesH. Ultimateh the Mills Association 
put forward certain revised proposals, but Government found them 
unsatisfactory and decided to seek the assistancte of the Central Govern- 
ment. The Flon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan suggests that a number of 
mills have acted in accordance with the arrangements made and a few 
re8orte<l to various methods of evasion. Sir, the Indian Jute Mills 
Association disregarded and dishonoured the agreement entered into 
with tlie Government of Bengal. The primary responsibility of this 
crisis in Bengal lies with the Indian Jute Mills Association. Now I 
will later on explain that this Government is equally responsible for 
this crisis, economic crisis in Bengal. Sir, we expect that Indian Jute 
Mills Association will at least honour their own decision and act up 
to the agreement entered into with the Government of Bengal. Now, 
what is the guarantee that the Jute Mills Association will abide by 
the decision arrived at in the forthcoming Conference? Sir, the result 
of the Conference is a foregone conclusion. As far as I am aware, 
other provinces will refuse to co-operate with the plan of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, with the scheme now devised by the Government of 
Bengal, and there are reasons behind it. And, Sir, I am sure that 
the Hon’ble Ministers who are now going to Delhi in alliance with 
the Jute Mills Association will come back from Delhi with mere 
Delhi hi ladd^os and nothing else. I will request Mr. Suhrawardy, 
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•the Finance Minister, to hear me for a minute. I will remind him of 
the election pledge given by the Leader of the Proja Party and the 
Leader of the Muslim League Party. I will not bring in those elec- 
tion pledges. I will remind him of the election pledge. Then, Sir, 
they accidently came to power. After that the people of Bengal 
expected that true to their pledge they would fix the minimum price 
of jute for the culiivat(»rs of Bengal. Far from doing anything, they 
went on passing Ordinance after Ordinance in the interest of the futures 
market of Calcutta. Later on, in spite of our insistent demand, 
Government took recourse to the scheme of voluntary restriction of jute 
and ultimately it failed. Sir, the people of Beiigal — 1 mean the jute- 
growers of Bengal — suffered that loss from 1918 onwards. If there was 
no assurance from the part of the (irov(‘rnment, if there was no circular 
from the Government, if tliere was no pamphlet on behalf of the 
Government in the rural area, the cultivators of Bengal might have 
remained content with their luck and they would not grudge to sell 
their jute at 2 or d rupees per maund. After the assurance given by 
the Government by their circulars, communique's and appeals, etc., 
these cultivators were tempted to grow more j\ite and there is surplus 
now. This is ol>li*gatory on the part of the Governimmt to take a 
definite step for increasing the level of the price of jute at this stage. 
Sir, it is no u.s(‘ for the Council of Ministi'rs to go to Delhi and take 
money from tlie Government of India at a tinn* when the Government 
of India is not in a position to advance any mon(‘y to any Provincial 
Government. Sir, we have no new suggestions to give to tlie Govern- 
ment (d‘ Bengal. The only suggestion that we can give is to redeem 
their election pledge to fix the minimum price of jute at Ks. 10 per 
maund for the cultivators of Bengal. And, Sir. if I remember aright, 
the Ministers were very jubilant when tliey entererl into a contract 
with the Indian Jute Mills A8.s<»ciation. They thought that they would 
carry on and that the price of jute would rise up to at least from Bs. 7 
to Rs. 9. But, Sir, we know the European mentality. They do not 
know anything but their pocket! The Indian Jute Mills Association 
is here exploiting the poor cultivators of Bengal. It is absolutely 
unnecessary to hold a Conference with that Association winch has, 
knowing fully well the difficulties of Government, disregarded the 
contract entered into with the Government of Bengal. 

Sir, our suggestion to the Government will be to resign if they 
cannot fulfil the pledge which they gave when they came here. Of 
course, it is not our business to give them any suggestion. But it is 
their duty, it is their moral obligation, to find out a .solution. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture knows very well that he has 
failed to do anything in this respect and that he has been made a cat’s 
paw by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. In these circumstances, he 
should resign and let a better man step in, and it will be his duty to 
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find out a solution. Our only request is that the Ministry should® 
resign on this issue. For four long years they have attempted, if they 
have attempted at all, to solve this problem and they have failed. 
Now it is high time for them to resign. Of all the Ministers, I would 
ask the Ilon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan to resign because he is the 
Minister in charge of the portfolio of Agriculture. Let him resign 
and come to the Opposition once more. 

Miulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR; We won’t accept him any more. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: And then, Sir, we will 
find out a solution for this. You go to the mufassal of Bengal and 
then see. Perhaps the Hon’ble Finance Ministei will reply to-day to 
this chullenge and say that if there is any Civil Disobedience he knows 
how to deal with that. This is another occasion for the peasants of 
Bengal, the cultivators of Bengal, to start the Civil Disobedience 
Movement against this Government and the time is not very far when 
the Ilon’ble Ministers will see that foi themselves. I will also ask 
them in my challenge to remain prepared to deal with the Civil 
Disobedience ; I mean, the agrarian revolution that is to come as a 
result of th(*ir ill-(*onceived, ill-designed policy with regard to the 
price ot jute in Bengal. Sir, if Government wanted to do anything 
lionestly they could have done it, but they have done everything in 
their own interests, in their own personal financial interests. They 
are afraid of the Indian Jute Mills Association; otherwise, they know 
what the s(dution is suid how to deal wdth the situation. Are they not 
capable of issuing some Ordinance against the members of the Indian 
Jute Mills Association I' They have failed to do so because they are 
afraid of the members of the Indian Jute Mills Association. If they 
have courage let them come forward and stop all jute mills of Bengal 
by issuing some Ordinance. Let the peasants keep their own jute. 
Next year let the whole of Bengal go without jute. Let the Ministers 
come with an Ordinance and stop all the mills owned by European 
interests. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, I beg to 
support the resolution moved by Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal. Sir, the 
resolution is so very important to our vital interests that I do not think 
many words are needed to support it. It is known to all that the 
prospejity of the country and for that matter the happiness of the 
people mainly depends upon the problem of jute, and it is due to the 
heavy fall in the price of jute that the whole economic structure of 
Bengal has tumbled down. 


Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS Gktvernment structure! 
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^ KNm Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: aorernmenl are 
anxious for the people and for the interests of the people. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Johnny Walker is still g'oing 
fltrong I 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: And nniil and 
unless these problems can he satisfactorily solved, we believe that the 
future of Bengal will be dark and gloomy. We are thankful to 
Government for having taken various measures, one after another, 
during the last two years for ensuring better prices of jute, but J am 
eorry to say that, ill-conceived as the measures wert*, they proved 
abortive. The first measure adopted by Government was the issue of 
an Ordinance for the restriction of jute cultivation. That Ordinance 
was issued just after a long session of the Assembly was over, and at 
a time when there was no trace of jute in the field and when direct 
evidence was not available of the a<‘tual production of jute, and when 
the recorders lind to depend on the verbal statem(*nts of the jute- 
growers. There \riis a vehement opposition in tlie IIouNe against that 
Ordinance at the next session of the Assembly when it was found lliat 
the statement regarding the record of production was not accurat<‘ and 
complete and therefore on the verdict of the House that Ordinance* was 
fiubseeiuently w ithdiawn . Tljen, Sir, an attempt was made* lo (‘iisure 
a higher price of jute, by its })urchase by Government, and as a mutter 
of fact jute worth Rs, ItO lakhs was purchas4*d by Government in June 
last. Unfortunately, however, the benefit of it did not at all reach the 
cultivators, but was appropriated by the intermediaries between the 
grower and the consumer. Thereafter, an agreement was arrived at 
between Government and the Jute Mills Association or the juti; mill- 
owners, but as we could gather now from a reply to a question to-day, 
no effect ha.s been given to it. Then, Sir, the minimum prices of jute 
for the futures market were fixed at Rs. 60 and Rs. 90, but no one did 
purchase at those prices and jute was actually selling at a much lower 
figure. Then recently in August and September last a t*ircu]ar was 
issued by the beat of drums and by the Circle Officers in the mufassal 
areas asking the jute-growers not to sell jute, and as a result of that 
most of the cultivators who could .s<dl it at Rs. 5-8 or Rs, 6 a maund 
bad to hold it up. So, Sir, I am of opinion that Government is legally 
and morally bound to make all amends to the suffering cultivators. 
Therefore, I say, this is just the time to adopt measures for fixing the 
price of jute. 

Sir, we are very grateful to Government that they have at last 
adopted a policy of restriction and licences are being issued now to 
iute-growers asking them to cultivate only one-third of the areas 
previously under jute cultivation. This is a right policy adopted by 
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Government and they assure us that if this restriction scheme is** 
carried out very strictly, then next year we shall not have any surplus 
stock of jute, not to speak of any surplus, it would not even be up to 
the actual demand for next year. 

Now, Sir, the only question which is now left to Government to adopt 
— although I think my learned friend, Dr. Sanyal, will not agree with 
me on this question — is that the surplus stock of jute must be purchased 
either by Government alone through licensed muJuijans and farias or 
by an association who can stock jute, or by big Tnahajaiis, leaving a 
certain margin of profit to the cultivator. If the cost of cultivation is 
Its. f), the price should be Its. (j. Nr>vv, Sii, the question is how to do 
it. We heard day before yesterday that we shall have to face a deficit 
budget next year and to balance it wc shall have to adopt certain 
taxation i)r()posals. Theretore, Sir, we have no surplus money with 
which to purchase this jute and w'itli a view to secure money the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister, the Home Minister, and the Finance Minister are 
going to Delhi to discuss ways and means for the purchase of the 
surplus stock. 

Mfa Ma 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED S What about the Agriculture 
Minister who is in charge of jute? 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I shall come to 
that lat<"r on. I believe. Sir, until and unl(‘ss (jovernment adopt the 
policy of purchasing the surplus stock, the economic condition of 
Bengal will become very depre.ssing indeed. Therefore, the (luestion 
before us now is how to adopt and carry out this policy and what about 
the fund? I hope that when the three Ministers meet the Central 
Government at Delhi and press their demand vigorously before the 
Government of India, the latter will agree to advance sufficient money 
for the purchase of the surplus stock. As for the other jute-growing 
provinces concerned, from statistics we find that out of a total of 126 
lakhs of bales of produce 106 lakhs of bales is the share of Bengal. 
So, practically, all the other provinces grow only a fourth part of what 
Bengal does. So, if the problem can be solved for Bengal, 1 do not 
think the other provinces would stand in our way; but even if they do, 
Bengal would be able to manage her owm affairs without their help. 
Still I hope if our Hon’ble Ministers place these points before the 
Central Government and urge upon the Central Government to adopt 
measures to put pressure upon the three provinces to adopt restrictions, 

I think the Government of India will agree. 

Now, Sir, as for the purchase, there might be surplus of 40 lakhs of 
bales. I do not say Government will purchase the entire 40 lakhs of 
bales. If the Government purchase even half, all the banyas, vuilvajam 
End other stockist will know that the Government are making purcbase 
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‘and holding on, and they will have the assurance that the price will 
rise in the next year and the big mahajam and stockists will also 
purchase at a higher price. 

Now, for these 20 lakhs of bales I do not think more than 4 or 6 
crores will be required, and this money will be got from the Govern- 
ment. As for the purchase, for the consideration of the Government 
of Bengal I want to make certain suggestions. Of course T have got 
no sympathy for or belief in the Marwaris or other merchants here in 
Calcutta. But there are farins in rural areas, in hats and markets. 
They are experts — not like the experts here — but they are honest experts, 
they are honest people. My .suggestion before the Gov4‘rninent is tliat 
first issue an Ordinance restricting moist uring of juie so that stockists 
and mahajans may not suffer on account of that. Secimd, to adopt a 
policy of issuing a licence for maha jans and stockists in the mufassal. 
Without any such licenc(‘ no rn-dfuijans or stockists will be able to 
purchase in rural areas. Also issue licence for fanas in the mufassal 
fixing the inininium pric(‘ and noting it on the lnu‘k of the licence so 
that the cultivators might know' that this is the price fixed by the 
Government and tliey may not be forced or induced to sell l>elow' that 
price. Now, if these f arias are paid due commissions, they will 
purchase in the local markets and w'ill bring it to the licensed viahajans 
and stockists for storing. 

Then comes the question of storing. As far as my experience goes 
there are arats, or stores or godowns of mill-owners in markets where 
jute is sold. Now, the Government can easily take charge of these 
godowns in the.se markets on eijuitable and fair rent. I do not lik(* that 
Government will take forcible possession of these godowns. But on 
payment of equitable rent, the question of storage will be easily solved. 
Now, the Government and mafuijans will sell the jute to the mill-owners, 
in order that mahajans and farias may not sell directly, Government 
Inspectors may be appointed to supervise the tran.saction. If Govern- 
ment adopt this policy and accn^pt my suggestions, 1 think cultivators 
will get better price. 

As regards transferring power to the Government of India suggested 
by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, I am sorry I am opposed to it and by any 
means I cannot accept it in the fa(^e of the resolution whi< h is before 
us. Of course, we may take help from the Government of India to 
put pressure upon the jute mills to purchase jute and also to put 
pressure upon the neighbouring provinces like Bihar and Orissa where 
they grow jute in abundance. 

As for the European jute mill-owners, of course I am sorry that they 
bave not given effect to the agreement entered into between them and 
tbe Government, and I hope that in the inteiesi and prosperity of this 
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country from which they are also going to be prosperous, they should* 
join hands with us so that the cultivators in this province may get a 
better price for jute. 

(Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, Mr. Biswas. There is no more time. 
The Hon’ble Minister will now speak. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; May I point out that 
already three inemlKTs of the Opposition have spoken of whom two are 
from the Congress Party and both of them are great experts in jute? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I have only two 
minutes? 

(Several other members also rose to speak. ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will be impossible for me to accommodate if 
one member is followed by another and he is followed by a third. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I make a 
flubmission, Sir? You assured me that if one speech is cut short, then 
the labour interest in the industrial side of the jute problem which has 
got to express their views will get an opportunity to speak. It is their 
misfortune 

Mr. SPEAKER: My difficulty is that labour members cannot 
claim the right of a party in this House until they form a party. If 
Mr. Hasheiny had concluded his speech earlier, I could have managed, 
but he took another two minutes and there was not much time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, you told me that 
if Mr. Hashemy instead of taking 15 minutes spoke for 10 minutes 

Mr. SPEAKER: But he did not. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, Mr. Hashemy 
began at 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I cannot argue with you. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, can you not extend the 
time for discussion? Surely, you are not to be bound by the wisliet 
of Government in, this matter. 
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> Mr. SPEAKER: I have absolute control in non-offioiid days, but 
I cannot do it just now, because immediately after the Government 
business will be taken up. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8S Sir, if 1 am given an 
opportunity to speak, I am prepared to give up all my amendments to 
the Bengal Legislature (Bemoval of Disqualifications) (Amendment) 
Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I s it possible to gi^’e another 10 minutes’ timeP 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, if the honourable 
member withdraws all his amendments. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr Speaker, Sir, on 
this motion of Dr. Sanyal the House has got an opportunity for the 
first time to come to grip> with the (luestion of jute price. It has been 
the misfortune of this House always to see the (luestiofi of the minimum 
price of jute being shelved time and again. Sir, right fr<mj the 
beginning of the term of this Hou.se, w'e on this side of the House have 
always been crying for the fixation <d a minimum price of jute. That 
demand has been met by iu»thing but ridi(*ule and high-handed 
arrogance on the part of the Hon’ble Minist(‘r>. I must r<‘mind this 
House to-day that long ago from the side of the Opposition the fixation 
of minimum price for jute was demanded. The Hon ’hie the Chief 
Minister, Mr. A. K, Fazlul Huq, jeered at the idea and said that it 
was impossible to fii the minimum price for jute just as it was 
impossible to fix the minimum fee for a lawyer. That showed the 
mentality of the Hon’ble Ministers 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou are not speaking on the resolution. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The minimum price 
of jute is included in the subject matter of discussion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I shall refer you, Sir, 
to the wordings of the resolution. It is this: — 

* 'immediate steps to ensure higher prices for raw jute.” 

This certainly includes the minimum price for jute. 


Mr. SPEAKER. It does not. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With due deference,' 
I beg to differ from your decision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It ift my decision that the question of minimum 
price is not the subject matter of the resolution. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Sir, on the question 

of fixing up a liijj^her price of jute, fixing up a stabler price of jute 
depends the economic |>rosperity of the agriculturist. We need not 
remind the House that so far the question of fixation of a stabler price 
for jute has gone by default. Here to-day we have got information 
from the Hon’ble Minister at question time that the Government wanted 
to induce the mills to increase llieir purchase of jute in order to support 
the mufassal market. More extensive purchasing by the jute mills at 
satisfactory rates was demanded and an arrangement was agreed to. 
Sir, at the same time in view of the disagreement on the part of the 
Jute Mills Association, the (Government of Hengal sought the assistance 
of tlie (h*ntral Government and a Conference will be held shortly. 
Afterwards, the information goes, that many of the jute mills have 
adopted evasive metliod with a view t(» ifuider this agreement absolutely 
devoid of any result. The reply given by the Hon’ble Minister to-day 
is an euphemistic characterisation of the .sabotage done by the jute mills 
against the jute-growers. This (Government say that they are helpless. 
They are seeking the assistance of the Government of India. This 
only betrays the mentality of the (Government. Why did not the (Gov- 
ernment take this House into their confidence? Why did not the 
Government invite a Committee of the whole House? The co-operation 
of all sections of the House would have been forthcoming. Co-operation 
of nil sections of the people should be forthcoming because on that 
depends the prosperity of the worker, peasant, cultivator^ imihujariy 
and rent receiver. Government do not take this House into confidence; 
on the contrary, they are saying that it would not be in the interest 
of the public to divulge all their proposals in tliat Conference at Delhi. 
Sir, it is to be a Conference composed of the representatives of the Gov- 
ernment of Hengal, representatives of the Government of India, and of 
the Jute Mills Association but the representation of jute labour has 
been left out. Sir, I must say that this Conference is nothing more 
than a three-cornered conspiracy hatched by the exploiters of jute- 
growers and jute labourers. Such a Conference cannot command our 
oonfideiice. 

Sir, Mr. Sauyal has said that the Ministers took personal interest 
in the jute market and they are responsible for fluctuations of the 
price in the speculation market. We want a reply from Mr. Suhrawardy 
on this observation and an explanation about the governroentid 
oriminaliiy during the last few years. Mr. SanyaTs statement remains 
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* uncontradicted. This Ministry must be held responsible for the ruina- 
tion of the jute-growing peasantry of Bengal. The time has come when 
they must make amends for their misdeeds and give the jute-grower 
his due. But can a Ministry dependent on the thirty European votes 
safeguard the interests of the jute-growers and jute labourers H To 
keep themselves in office they act in behest of the European Jute Mills 
Association and leave the Bengal peasant in the lurch. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I shall not indulge in 
abuses. Taking the Government estimate of this year’s production of 
jute at 120 lakhs of bales, and taking the consumption of this year’s 
crop at 40 lakhs of bales, there is bound to be" surplus of 80 lakhs of 
bales over the consumption, which will be carried over to the next year. 
Of this, Bengal’s share would be about 08 lakhs. However, estimating 
the surplus in the share of Bengal at 00 lakhs of bales, 1 would now 
proceed to make some suggestions. 

When, Sir, there will Ik" in all probability a surplus of 00 lakhs of 
bales in Bengal alone and when it is a fact that during the next year 
also the mills’ and shippers’ consumption will not reach 00 lakhs of 
bales, 1 shall first propose that no jute should be grown next year. 
When the Ministers go to Delhi, let them ask the Government of India 
to induce the other Provincial Governments not to grow any jute next 
year; such a step will not affect the jute industry, because there is 
already enough jute for consumption during the next year; on the other 
hand, this step will automatically raise the price of this year’s crop. 
Secondly, Sir, I would suggest that some provision should be made us 
was made by the Government of (jreat Britain in 11)32 when the price 
of wheat came down to about 50 per cent, of the standanl price. The 
Government of Great Britain passed an Act, called the Wheat Act, 
on the J2th May, 1932. The object of this Act was to provide the 
wheat-growers of the United Kingdom with a secured market and a 
fixed standard price. The result was that farmers sold their wheat in 
the open market and, an average sale price being calculated, the farmer 
was entitled to receive, at the end of the year, a payment known as 
“deficiency payment”, equal to the difference between the standard price 
and the said average price. Sir, I would ask the Government to declare 
at once that the jute-growers may sell their jute in the open market for 
any price, and that they will be paid the difference between a standard 
price to be fixed and their sale price at the end of a certain period. 
Simultaneously let an Ordinance be issued at once to the effect that no 
trader shall purchase jute from a certain date without being registered, 
and that no jute shall be purchased from any jute-grower except on the 
grant of a receipt, so that every receipt-holder may be given the 
difference between the standard price that is fixed and the price at 
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which jute is sold. This will be called “deficiency payment. “ Gov-* 
eminent cannot force the mills or traders to purchase jute. Let the 
industry and the trade be free. But Government will raise the money 
that will be required to make this deficiency payment, as the British 
Government did, by taxing the mills, the traders and the shippers. In 
this way, an adequate amount may be raised to make this deficiency 
payment. Government will not be required to pay even a pie out of 
the provincial revenues. When the British Government could take 
such a step to save their fanners, why should there be any objection to 
take such a step to save ours? 

Sir, 1 want to impress upon the members opposite that they should 
at least on this issue be real friends of the poor. Let them give up 
their friendship with the Europeans and take the step I have suggested. 
If they lose their vote on that account, I can assure them that their 
Ministry will not be at stake. I say again let them at least for one 
day be the true friends of the poor, to whose friendship they owe their 
seats in this House. Let this system of making deficiency payment 
go on for the time being. In the meantime, let Government take 
courage in both hands and organise a jute-selling agency. This is my 
third suggestion. Let them organise a Corporation for the selling of 
the entire jute of Bengal on behalf of the growers on the lines of my 
scheme as reported by the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee. Let a 
company with a capital of Its. 10 crores be floated with one crore of 
shares of Rs. 10 each, payable in ten equal annual instalments of 
Rupee 1. The jute-growers will be able to purchase these shares in 
the course of ten years. By the end of that period that company will 
be managed by the jute-growers themselves, and thus they will become 
an organised body, vis-a-vis the organised mill-owners and traders. 
It would be a very feasible scheme. In the beginning let this organi- 
sation be authorised to issue debentures to the extent of ten crores of 
rupees and let Government guarantee these debentures and money will 
at once be forthcoming. There is no risk of such guarantee, because 
the money raised by the debentures will be invested against jute stocked 
in the company’s warehouses. Of course, the production of jute shall 
be controlled and there shall be regulated markets all over the province 
with adequate warehouses. Jute will be stocked in those warehouses 
and those growers, who stock their jute there, will be given a receipt, 
against which they will receive provisional payments. The proceeds 
of the debentures will be used only to make such payments. Even the 
Reserve Bank of India may be induced to advance money for that 
purpose. 

To sum up, I suggest three things. Let an Ordinance be issued that 
no jute shall be grown during the next year. Let the growers be 
allowed to sell jute at any price they can get in the open market and 
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them get the deficiency payment. Let a sole selling organisation 
be built up on the lines of my scheme as recommended by the Bengal 
Jute Enquiry Committee of 1938. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have no inclina- 
tion to embark on a discussion of the jute problems and the steps that 
we propose to take or the discussion that we i)ropose to liave or the 
demands that we propose to press before the (lovernment of India. 
We are going there, I hope, in a spirit of co-operation. AVe hope that 
something will come out of this Conference and that we shall lu* able 
to ensure the co-operation of the jute mill industry and of all those who 
are capable of coming to the rescue of the poor agriculturists at the 
present moment. AVe are going in that spirit. The (Government of 
India feel that the industry itself is so well organised that it can come 
to the rescue of the jute-growers. If the industry fails to do so and 
if all the pressure that we can bring to bear upon the (Government of 
India and the jute industry fails, we shall have to take steps. AA^hat 
those steps are I am not prepare<l \o discdose. For the first time, Sir, 
in the history of our Legislature here, during the last four years, a 
speech offering co-operation has been delivered on behalf of the Ooiigress 
Party by Mr. T. C. (Gupta. I am grateful to him for it. AV’^e shall 
certainly see that various interests are consulted. 

I am sorry Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal is unable to make a constructive 
speech. He has got good ideas, and 1 do look forward to his speeches 
with a certain degree of pleasure. But he spends most of his time in 
attacking Government and by the time that he is in a position to make 
his suggestions before the House, his time expires. Now, Sir, he 
suggests that the Government of India should take over the administra- 
tion of jute. I think that that will not find favour with the House as 
a whole. Then, Sir, lu’ has referred to jute purchawjs. I do not 
intend to meet all the points now for there will be another jute discma- 
sion on the next occasion when I place the supplementary estimates 
before the House. And those members of the Opposition who are 
burning with anxiety to attack Government w’ill have ample opportunity 
to do so then. But I do desire to say that it is distinctly unfair on 
the part of Dr. Sanyal to single out the firm of Messrs. Ispahani. 
Sir, 5,()()0 bales of jute is nothing to those who deal with 50,900 hales 
of jute at a time. It is fatuous and bmlish to suggest that we took 
all those steps merely to enable a firm to earn a few thousand rupees 
which they possibly did not. Such aspersions are merely derogatory 
to those who utter them. I do hope that those who take a realistic 
view of the situation will refrain from making such remarks and cast- 
ing aspersions against tradesmen whose business is perforce affected by 
our measures. He also states that the various communiques have upset 
the jute market. I am only conscious of having issued one communique 
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and I do not understand to what other communiques he refers. I can* 
gay that except one no other communique has been issued by my 
department. But unofficial and unauthorised statemente tending to 
keep up the price of jute might have been issued, but always with a 
view to see that the agriculturists get a fair price for their jute and 
that the price does not fall. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta has analysed the position very 
well. We have a very difficult problem before us. There is a huge 
crop of jute; the average quality is somewhat worse than in previous 
years; the export market has to a great extent disappeared; and now 
to call upon the Government or any other organisation to maintain the 
price of jute at a high level is to call upon them to do something which 
is impossible. We shall try to maintain the j)rice of jute and this Gov- 
ernment will leave no stone unturned to solve the problem. I believe it 
is realised that there are weapons in our armoury with which we will be 
able to cope with the situation. But do not ask us to attempt the 
imp(»s8ihle; do not ask us to secure a price which is in hopeless variance 
with facts juid which it would Ik* imjH>ssihle to maintain. I myself have 
often stated what Dr. Sunyal has repeated that Government credit is not 
high, and I am almost tempted to use that very expressive but very collo- 
quial American expression “Sez you.” I do not think I was wrong when 
1 stated that the financial policy which has hitherto been pursued of 
running deficits and having no reseiwes has brought down our credit 
and I have, indeed with a view to rehabilitate this credit introduced 
the Sales Tax Bill. 


Now, Sir, I desire to refer to the remarks of m3’ very good friend, 
Khan Bahadur Hashera Ali Khan, because I want to clear the situation 
a little bit. I had no desire to cast any aspersions against the 
members ot our party that the3’ were responsible for Government 
withdniwing our proposal for restriction. It is enough that restric- 
tion has been withdrawn, whatever may be the circumstances under 
which it was done. I cannot, however, forget that at that time when 
we did bring forward our proposal for restriction, it was pointed out 
to us that we were mistaken in our forecast. We were told there was 
a war on and prices would be maintained. No amount of persuasion 
on my part, no lunount of foresight on my part that the war would 
result in the export market being restricted, in the demand being 
reduced, in the demand from America also going down was able to 
convince the meinbers because the prices were rising high before their 
very eyes. These and several other factors were present; and it is no 
use now considering them or a<lvancing the fact that the survey was 
made in a perfunctory manner as the sole excuse for dropping our 
proposal. Here we ore, you and I and all of us together have got to 
face the situation. For some reason or other the cultivator has grown 
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•jute wherever he possibly could — on his homestead land and every- 
where — ^and he has now produced a surplus crop, and we have now to 
come to his rescue. We have taken the burden on our shoulders and 
we are most anxious to do all that we can. Whether it was due to us 
or due to you or due to cultivators or due to administrative reasons, 
we are goin^ to Delhi to see that the cultivators get a fair price for 
their crop. 

There is one other point. Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan has 
stated that the circular of Government prevented the agriculturists 
from selling their jute at Rs. 5 or Rs. (> and therefore the responsibility 
comes upon the Government to maintain that price. There are two 
points to be considered. Firstly, I remember most distinctly that we 
brought out the circulars because members from all sides stated that 
the price of jute had gone down to Rs. 2. When I controverted it, 
there were violent denunciations and for a long while after newspapers 
wrote derisively on the subject. Of course they were ill-informed, 
but it is no use now saying that the price was Rs. 5 or Rs. (>. Apart 
from this, however, I want those of you who have some economic sense 
to consider another factor. Whatever may have been the price of 
jute — call it Rs. !(/ or Rs. 5 — if the agriculturists had not followed our 
advice and had not acted according to our circular but had brought all 
their jute to the market, that jute would have be(‘n sold at Rt'. 1-8 in 
the bazars. It is no use standing uj) and saying that but for our advice 
they would have got Rs. 6. They would have got nothing of the sort; 
nothing above Re. 1-8; there w’as no demand and no pressure of pur- 
chase, and anybody who runs can understand that if all the jute were 
brought to the market the price would have gone down lower and lower. 

Now, Sir, wv have tri<*d our level best from time to time to see that 
the agriculturist gets a good price for his juU*. VW take a very serious 
view of the present situation. We think that on the hai»])iness and 
prosperity of the jute-growers depends the hap[)iness and prosperity 
of Bengal. I do not care, Sir, whether this GoveriMnent remains in 
power or any (dher Ministry comes in. But our first and foremost duty 
is to see that the agriculturist gets a fair price for his jute; we stand for 
it and w’e are determined to secure it, and as I have stated we shall use 
everything in our jmwer to bring it about. 

Sir, I am grateful to those members of the Rouse who have ofiFered 
certain constructive suggestions as to how to maintain the price. I must 
have considered at least a dozen different methods of how to maintain 
the price. We are going step by step. We are trying to explore 
every possible avenue before we can take drastic steps, and we will cer- 
tainly take into consideration the various suggestions made from all 
parts of the House to-day. (Mr. SvuMttDBA Nath Biswas: What 
about my suggestion?) I shall take them into coiiaideration. I have 
got very great regard for your views. Your main suggestion, for 
18 
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iastance, is that all jute-growing should be stopped next year. That 
is a matter for deep consideration and as this will very seriously affect 
the position of our jute-growers I should, before I take a drastic step 
of that nature, attempt to find out how the jute-growers react to such 
a proposition. But your views are no changeable. I am certain that 
if I had put a tax on jute you would have turned round and said that 
I was wrong. Because I have not put on any tax you are making a 
suggestion that 1 should put a tax on jute. So I am betwetui the devil 
and the deep sea. 1 hope, Sir, that we go to Delhi with the good wishes 
of this House that our efforts will be crowned with success. Whatever 
may be the views of the members of this House, I have no doubt that 
everyone in tins House desires that this effoH of ours should meet with 
success, and I trust that we shall come l>ack with something achieved 
which will be of enduring benefit to this province. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that this Assembly is of 
opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps 
to ensure higher prices of raw jute for the cultivators in the current 
season by adopting such necessary and suitable measures as may be 
economically justifiable, was then put and agreed t(». 


Privilege Motion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: W’hat is the iate of my privilege 
motion, Siri^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The only tjuestion is whethrr it is udmi.>>ible 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: It is admissible. The number of 
persons affected has now risen to four, be(‘ause another member 
Dr. Sarat Mukherjee, has been arrested. Three of them are 
on hunger-strike, namely, Sj. Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty, Pratul 
Ganguli and Tnan Majumdar. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole question is whether it is a privilege 
motion or not. I would like to hear the views of Sir Nazirauddin on 
this point. 

The Hofl’Me Khwtjt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have not the 
recommendation of the Committee with me just now, but speaking 
from memory the recommendation is tb the effect that this question 
should be postponed till the Bill is disposed of, and there is a conven- 
tion that members will be allowed to attend the Assembly Session. 

Now, Sir, this motion cannot be moved as a privilege motion. It 
is only by amicable arrangement that this can be done, which means 
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• that the House has liberty by means of a motiou to 8ug:ge8t to Govern- 
ment that those who are detained a.s security prisoners should be 
allowed to attend the House. It has >jot no other meaning except that. 
If it is taken as a privilege motion, then there is no question of any 
convention. Either it is a convention or it is a question of privilege. 
I maintain that according to the opinion of the Committee it is not a 
Question of privilege. It is an ordinary motion which can be brought 
by any private member on a non-official day and cannot have any 
precedence. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, the wording is very clear, 
namely, that immediate steps should be taken by Government, first 
of all, to pass the Bengal Legislature (Powers and Privileges) Bill, 
19d9, already introduced in the Assembly on the llHh July last. That 
is the first portion. More than a year has passed since then. 

The second portion is that “pending such legislation the follow- 
ing conventions be adopted, namely, if any member of the Assembly 
be arrested, detained, convicted, or imprisoned, on any (uiminal charge 
or otherwise, the information of such arrest should be immediately 
sent to Mr. Speaker. And if Mr. Speaker, on information received 
as above or otherwise, is of opinion, after consulting the wishes of the 
Assembly, that the presence of a member who has been arrested, 
detained, etc., is essential for the purpose of th(‘ i)ro(‘eedings of the 
Assembly, Mr. Speaker shall inform the Provincial Government 
accordingly, and the Provincial Government shall take necessary steps 
forthwith to bring such members on such escort as it may consider 
necessary or in such manner as it may deem necessary before Mr. 
Speaker, and such members may attend such meetings of the Assembly, 
etc.” 


So, the position is very clear. The Privilege rommittce has jmssed 
this and recommended that the Bill should be passed. It has also 
recommended the convention that such members should Im* allowed to 
attend the Assembly. It was passed long ago and something ought to 
have been done by this time. This motion should have been brought 
by the Government as the first motion of this session, but this was not 
done. We are thankful to Mr. Speaker that he had pres.Hed for bring- 
ing this Bill before this House. But unfortunately it has not come. We 
know to-morrow the session will close. I strongly urge that this 
Assembly should express an opinion on the recommendation of the 
Privilege Committee. The majority of the members of the Privilege 
Committee belong to the Coalition Party and we take it that their 
recommendation is as good as Government recommendation. It is 
therefore all the more necessary that the convention which they have 
recommended should be given effect to. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUS May I put in one word before* 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister speaks in reply? First of all, as a 
member of the Privileg’es Committee and also on behalf of my party 
I concede that strictly speaking within the four corners of Ihe provi- 
sions of the Government of India Act this matter may not be accepted 
as a question of privilege. At the same time, the fact remains that 
the Privileges Committee have by unanimous decision re(‘oiumendel 
that a certain Bill be placed before the House in which provision 
should be made that those members who are detained without any 
charge or trial should be brought to this House for the purpose of 
discharging their duties as members of this House. That Bill has 
now been placed before the Legislature by my honourable friend, the 
Deputy Speaker. 

Now the Hon’ble the Home Minister not only rec()gnises the 
justice of the claim put forward by the Privileges Committee, but 
has agreed that a convention should be set up. On the last occasion 
so far as T remember the Hon'ble the Home Minister agreed that 
facilities should be given for the purpose of an early presentation 
and introduction of this Bill into the House, thereby making it 
possible for this House to give its verdict in favour of this Bill. All 
that is now being asked for by way of this motion of my honourable 
friend Mr. Banerjee is this: that having regard to the fact that 
jwnding consideration ot this Bill whi(‘h has been placed before 
this House by the Deputy Speaker, is it not possible for the Home 
Minister to afford facilities for bringing thost‘ members to this House 
before the session expires to-morrow, so that the sjjirit of the recom- 
mendation of the Privileges Committee may be conceded by the 
Home Minister and a convention established to that effect before 
the Bill actually has a chance of being placed on the Statute Book? 

May 1 remind the Hon’ble the Home Minister that even in the 
Mother of Parliaments privileges have been initiated and started on 
conventions, and it is on conventions of the entire House accepted 
by the Government as vi'ell as 'by the Opposition that these privileges 
have been established step by step one after another. Liberty 
expands from jirecedent to precedent. If the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister to-day accepts this position and agrees to the establishment 
of this convention, he will enhance the prestige of this House and 
the members who have been detained in custody and have been 
prevented from discharging their legitimate functions in this House 
can be brought down here and allowed the advantage of contributing 
to the deliberations of this House. I would ask ^e Hon’ble the Home 
Minister even at this last moment to agree to the suggestion which 
has been made and take the lead in this matter to establish a conven- 
tion of the whole House so that the members who haws been detained 
or imprisoned may be given an opportunity af coming and doing 
their duty her6. 
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TIm Hoil^bld Khwnjft Sir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, I still refrain 
from speaking on tlie merits of the question. The Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition has admitted that it is not a question of privilege. 
Once you accept that proposition, I submit that this motion of Mr, 
Sibnath Banerjee should not be taken up because it cannot be taken 
up in the midst of Government business. 

Mr, SPEAKER: But the report has either to be accepted or 
rejected by the House. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is not a question 
of privilege. The Committee has found that it is not a |>rivilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But that motion on which the whole question 
was raist‘d was admitted with your consent as a motion of privilege. 
Whether it is a question of privilege or not, the Committee of 
Privileges has made certain recommendations. So the House must 
get an o|)portunity of discus>ing them. That is what I am saying; 
I am not saying of the present motion. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a different 
thing altogether. The jiarliamentary practice is that if the ('ommittee 
of Privileges decide that it is not a (luestion of jnivilege, it is 
finished. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you are making a fundamental mistake. 
If the (’ommittee make any recommendation, the House must have 
an opportunity to discuss it and then to accept or reject the whole 
thing. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the se<‘ond portion 
of the (hmimittee’s report 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole report has to come before the 
House. Under the Ihirliaraentary Rules, any report iif the Com- 
mittee must be brought before the House. I want to know when 
are you giving an opportunity for that report to be discussed. You 
may reject that report. Goveimment may not accept it. 

The Hofinile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If you put it like that, 
Sir, it cannot be done this session. It can l)e done next session. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that thia report of the Privilege Com- 
mittee wan placed before the House at the lag-end of the last seseion. 
We had no time then. We had to hurriedly finish and therefore 
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there was no time for the House to di8cus.s it. The question is' 
important in this sense. Whether Government should accept this 
report or not or whether this House fihould accept it or not, we have 
not decided. It is merely in the Committee stage and therefore the 
report might be totally accepted or rejected by the House or one part 
of it may be accepted and anotlier part rejected by the House. So 
far, the House ha^^ not had the opportunity which should be given 
as early as j)OHsible. I can quite understand the difficulty in the 
present session. It may be that an oppoit unity could not be given 
this w^ssion. But I take it that the Ilon’ble TToine Minister will see 
tliat an earliest possible date is fixed in the next session for the dis- 
cussion of the report of l*rivilegt‘S Committee, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 rise, Sir, on a point 
of privilege which refers to a different matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must give me notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It is with reference to 
what liappened just before this. My point is this. It is a privilege of 
members to receive the actual w^ordings of motions and amendments. 
In the motion of I>r. Sanyal which was discussed before this House, 
the last minute amendment came with certain words — measures econo- 
mically justifiable — which Dr. Sanyal himself objected to and he him- 
self did not know the exact words. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: No, no 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question of privilege. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Those words we were 
not aware of, Sir. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifleations) (Amendment) 

Bill, 1940. 

Mri SPEAKER: Order, order. The question before the House is 
Mr. Sanyal’ 8 motion that the Bengal Ijegislature (Removal of Disquali- 
ffoations) (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opiniem thereon by the 15th December, 1940. Mr. Aitab AJi, , 
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AFTAB ALI* Mr. Speaker, Sir. I had not the least intention 
to take part in this debate. But after hearing my friend Mr, Sanyal’s 
wholesale condemnation of the war, I think it is my duty 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In what stage are we, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are on the stage that the Bill be circulated. 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: I am oppoKinp that anii'iidnient. Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: I wanted to rise on a 
point of order. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I said, *‘We will now take the Bengal liCgislnture 
(Removal of Disqualifications) ( Ainendinent ) Bill”. Tlien 1 looked at 
you and you did not rise. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 can rise and oppose 
the consideration of this Bill after Mr. Ali. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI: I do not know how' J should term it, hut I am 
really surprised that this Bill should have been opposed b> Mr. Sanyal. 
I know what the (’ongress w’anted. I know what was behind their move 
for the formation of the so-called National (iovernment. Was it not 
only to perpetuate and share in the exploitation of the masses rd India? 
I know, in the name of nuiionalism, what is being (!laimed, what ia 
being preached and what is being written, but let me tell you what I 
feel of this unholy affair. I don’t care what you think about it. 
(Cries of ”Oh!, oh!” from the (.’ongress and Krishak Proja Party 
benches.) You shout at the bidding of your masters outside and I 
know you are not free. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Your master is here 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: Y ou know what I am going to say and you also 
know that you will not be able to reply. Therefore, you want to make 
me quiet by shouting. (Cries of ”Oh !, oh!” from the Congress and 
Krishak Party benches.) But you know this method of shouting one 
down will not be successful with me. I was with you and I know your 
art, too. If I stand here to-day it is because I feel that the future of 
the whole humanity is at stake. Therefore, I must say what I hare 
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got to say, and I do not care for your bowlings; nor do I care even for* 
this side of the House so far this war and its prosecution is concerned. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid Mr. Aftah Ali, this House is not at least 
the proper place for the kind of speech you are delivering. 


Mr. AFTAB ALI: I would simply ask my friends opposite to be 
more sober and to listen to me. They may not agree with me, but 
I must have my say, and I do not care as to wliat opinion they form 
about it. 

Sir, the measure (liat has now been ])r()posed is a very little thing. 
We must go further. I wish that a Bill had been brought forward 
whicli would give power not only to the members of this House, but to 
every man in this country to ilo his hit for this war against Hitler. 
(Loud laughter and jeering remarks from the Opposition benches.) 
You term this war as an imperialist one and as such you belittle it. You 
claim this war will benefit only the ('hamherlains of (treat Britain and 
none els^*. But do you know the British masses as a whole — the Conser- 
vatives, the Liberals, the Trade Cnionists, the Socialists and even the 
British (’ommunists — are now solidly behind the ('hurchill Cabinet in 
the matter of a vigiu’ous pr<>se(ution of tin* wary I had the opportunity 
to meet a good number of British leaders of public opinion, and I can say 
from my own personal knowledge that everyone, no matter whether he 
is a Conservative, a Liberal, a Trade Cnionist, a Socialist or a (kmi- 
inunist, is supporting the (iovernment's war efforts. Sir, this war is 
not an imperialist war as my friends op])osite claim it to be. Unfortu- 
nately, the Congress in order to bargain with those in power, in order 
to take advantage of the difficulties of the British Government and also 
equally unfortunately, the Muslim League, in order to do the same 
thing, are following a course which would not benefit them in the long 
run. (Loud derisive* laughter from all benches.) Sir, I stand neither 
with the ('ongress nor with the Muslim League so far as this war 
against Hitler is concerned. Sir, 1 do feel that these two major parties 
are doing their duty towards the masses of this country whom they 
profess to represent, (an any member of this House imagine what 
would be the fate of the workers and their Trade Union movement, 
what would be the fate of the toiling masses in the countryside if Hitler 
and Mussolini win the war? I would ask comrade Dutta Mazumdar, 
comrade Sibnath Bnnerjee and comrade Zaman to tell me what would 
be the fate of our Trade Union movement if Hitler wins? Will they 
also tell me what is the present position of the working classes in 
Germany under Hitler’s r^gim^ and of them in Italy under Mussolini’s 
Fascista”? I know they cannot; I know they sie not even 
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*free to speak; I know they are under orders. They might agree with 
me privately, Sir, but I know in this House they are not free to do 
so even if they so agreed. 

Sir, I will not take more time. I say again that it is really surprise 
ing that this motion for circulation should have been tabled at all. I 
am afraid members opposite yet do not .seem to understand what will 
happen to India, if Hitler wins. So if not for the .sake of India, if not 
for the sake of the workers and the mas.ses, if not for the sake of whole 
mankind, at least for your own .sake, such us to be able to speak freely, 
to be able to shout slogan.^, to be able to try to put one down by shout- 
io&» cannot but join the fight against Hitler. And let me tell 
once and for all that if Hitler wins, there will not be any nu)re shout- 
ing, you will not be sitting where \ou are sitting to-day and talking 
as you like, nor tliere will Ix* any mon* Press propaganda t(» back you 
up; you wdll be simj)ly put up against the wall to be shot and shot dead. 
(Laughter from all sidc*^ and labh* thuni]iings.) 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 rise to speak in 
opposition to the consideration of this motion. Sir, I want to make it 
quite clear at the outset that my opposition is not intended to secure 
mere modifications of the Hill here and there. My op]>osition goes to 
the root of the principle umlerlying this Hilt. Sir, ;t has been sug- 
gested that the Hill be circulated for eliciting ])ubli(’ opinion. Sir, I 
say here and now that 1 am of opinion that this Hill should never have 
been brought lietore this House at all nor should it be brought before 
the Hou.se at an> future date. Sir, in the Statement ol Objects and 
Reasons it is stated that by a previous Act a person is not debarred troiii 
becoming or being a member of either Chamber ot the Hengal Legisla- 
ture by reason only of tiie fact that as a part-time member of any of 
His Majesty’s Naval, Military or Air Forces, he holds an office of 
profit under the Crown in India. When, however, such a member of 
the Legislature holds such an office as a full-time member of any of 
such forces, he is disqualified for being a member ami his seat in the 
Legislature falls vacant automatically. 

Sir, the previous Act contemplated the desirability or rather the 
possibility of ))art-tiine officers and members in the Arn»y to remain 
members of this House. It wants now* an extension of that rule and 
wants to enable a full-time army man to take a seat in this House. 
Those who are full-time army men will not have the time to devote to 
their constituencies. I ask the members on the other side just to 
consider this fact. A man who is a full-time servant in the army is 
subject to the army laws and discipline and subject to the martial laws. 
There are points on which a man, by reason of his being a member of 
tbe Legislature, must be called upon to give expression to his views^ 
but an army man, by reason of his being bound down by the disciplin# 
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and laws of the army, is debarred from giving expression to his views 
in the House freely and he forfeits his right of freedom to criticise 
measures of Government. I want to remind membeis of this House 
of that famous incident which happened in the British House of 
Commons. Not very long ago, many will remember that an eminent 
M.P., no less a member of the Parliament than the son-in-law of 
Mr. Winston Churchill, who was an army man, had given expression 
to certain views and his criticisms included some army affairs. By 
reason of liis having criticised the army affairs, that gentleman was 
hauled up before a court martial and was adjudged guilty, deserving 
of punishment. How can it be compatible in a country like India, far 
less in Bengal, for a man to be a full-time servant in the army and, at 
the same time, to be a member in this House. What happened in 
England ought to serve as an eye-opener. Those who care to keep 
this information should examine for a moment the danger in combining 
the obligations of an army man with the responsibilities of a member of 
this House before they come forward to support this measure. The only 
thing that a man can do, while remaining bound by the army discipline, 
is not to exercise the same right of free expression even on the floor of 
the House and yet draw lls. 150 a month. If this Bill is to be passed 
to enable a member for that purpose, by all means 8Uppf)rf this Bill and 
betray yourselves and show your real colour. If an intelligent view is 
taken, objection to this matter is palpable. 

My second point is this: that an army, whicli is subject to the 
control neitlier of this House, nor even of the Council of Ministers 
who ar(‘ clioscn from amongst the members of the Bengal Legislature, 
an army which is alusolutely free and unhampered by discipline under 
this Jiegislature, shall not have any privilege of getting its men to 
sit hen' and piuk this House with its caucus. They will be mere parts 
of a machine. Their mission is to muzzle the country outside; as army 
men they will come to the House and be a part and parcel of the appa- 
ratus and tools of Government to stultify this House. I would appeal 
to the members opposite to remember this fact that everywhere we see 
armies garrisoned. We see them at Dacca, Myinensingh in East Bengal 
and in various other part.8 of Bengal from where <amii)laint8 have been 
received about molestation of the public and e\eu ot women at the 
bands of army men, and everywhere these anny men have escaped 
punishment. The Bengal Government has remained powerless. 

I want to point out. Sir, that this Legislature is the only place 
where a little scope of freedom of speech exists. If in this House 
members are not absolutely free to give expression to their views, if 
members forfeit their right of freedom of speech, then it will be a 
pantomine show, a legislature of dumb creatures and not a bouse for 
thinking members to legislate. I only want to impress upon the House 
the implications *of this measure, and I hope that in a matter like this, 
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’members will consider this aspect of the question. My friend 
Mr. Aftab Ali, in his enthusiasm for the services that Qreat Britain 
rendered to humanity, waxed eloquent about the need of sacrifice and 
giving every assistance to the Government during the war. Mr. Aftnb 
Ali should remember that it was under the lead of Great Britain in 
the previous war — for the ‘‘liberation of mankind/’ for “self-determi- 
nation” and for the liberation of the w’eaker peoples that even the holy 
shrines at Mecca were bombarded and the villages in the North- 
Western Frontier were bombed from the air and razed to the ground. 

(The blue light was lit) 

Mr. Aftab Al; has threatened ii.s, “What wiW liajipen if Hitler or 
Mussolini eoine to India as a r<‘sult of tightinj,; against Great Britain?” 
It brings to my mind the story of the Kilkenn\ eats. The two eats 
were fighting bitterly. They continued their fighting till only their 
tails remained. The soldiers cut the tails of both tin* cats and reported 
to (Vomw’ell, “The two cats were fighting with (Mich other. They 
fought bitterly, swallowed each other and only theii tails remaineil.” 
As a result of this war we may find the repetition in reality the story 
of the Kilkenny cats. Both Great Britain and (t(*rniany are imperia- 
listic countries. They wu’ll fight w’ifh each other to the end and only 
perhaps their tails will remain I 

Now', Sir, coming to the point I would like to say that this is an 
ill-conceived measure. This mea.sure shf^w's that the Government of 
Bengal is not able to act indejiendently. The Govern mi’iit of Bengal, 
which knows that it has no control over its army, brings forward a 
measure which will enable this House to be packed by memluTs of the 
army. From these points of view I oppose the measure. From the 
point of view' of Labour, from the point of view’ of the’ Krishak Proja 
Party, from the point of view of the Opposition combined, I say, I 
unhesitatingly say, that we shall oppose this measure at every step and 
record our strongest opposition. 

Th0 Hon’Me Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
the amendment of Mr. Sanyal. It is a matter of extreme regret that 
the honourable member should think it expedient or necessary to move 
an amendment of this nature to a Bill which seeks to confer certain 
privileges on the members of this House. This is a privilege which has 
been extended to the members of all legislatures, including the British 
Parliament and the Dominion Parliaments. This is a dilatorj^ motion 
and 1 oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyel, by way of amendment, 
that the Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications) (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940, be circulated for the ptirpose of eliciting opinion 
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thereon by the 15th December, 1940, was then put and a diTision* 
taken with the following result: — 


ANil Wants, Maalvl. 

Akal rati. Mr. Mi. 

•aaarjl, Mr. latya rriya. 

•ata. Mr. laataali Kaaiar. 
•bawMlk. Or. OaMaia OSaaira. 
Wiwat, Mr. lartHra Natb. 
Obaaibarl. Ral Haraaira Natb. 
Oat iurta, Aaba Kbagtaira Natb. 
Oat Oapta, Irtlat Nartaira Natb. 
Oatta, Mr. Obirtaira Natb. 

Oatta Maiuaiiar. Mr. Nibartaia. 
laiiaial Haqat, Katl. 

NIataiila Abaiti, Mr. 

Hatan All Obaaribary, Mr. lyti. 
iaian, Mr. I. 0. 
iaatb All Malaaiiar. Maalvi. 
Kaaiar, Mr, Atal Chaaira. 


AYII~33. 

Kaaia. Mr. NItbllba Natb. 

Maltl, Mr. Nikaaja Nabari. 

Mali, Mr. Aiwaita Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mrt. Ntaiarravt. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Obaaira. 

Maalfvnaaiaa Itlaaiabaii, Maalaaa Mi. 
Makbtrjtt, Mr. K. 

Raaiiiaiiia Abaiai, Mr. 
laayal. Or. Naliaaktba. 

•aayal, Mr. tataaka Itkbar. 

Ita. Mr. Atal Obaaira. 

••a*8uyta, Mrt. Ntlllt. 
tbaaitaiila Abaiti, Mr. M. 

•laba, Srijat Maalaira Nbataa. 

Sar, Mr. Haraaira Kaaiar. 

Wallar Rahaiaa, Maalvl. 


noes—si 


AbivI Aili, Maalaaa Mi. 

Abial Hafli. Mr. MIrta. 

Abial Hast, Mr. Mia. 

Abial Haklai, Maalvl. 

Abial Hakim VIkramparl, Maalvl Mi. 

AMal MamM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Hamli Ibab. Maalvl 
ANal Karim, Mr. 

Abial MalM, Mr. lyai. 

AMallfAl MahmaM, Mr. 

Abiar Rabmaa, Kbaa Rabaiar A. P. M. 

ANar Ratbaai, Maalvl Mi. 

ANar Raiiak, Maalvl. 

AMat Ibabtti, Maalvl Mi. 

Abliar Rtia Obawibary, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 
Abal Hatbim, Maalvl. 

Abal Hatala Abmai. Mr. 

Aftab Ail. Mr. 

Abmai All Eaayatperl, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalaaa. 
Abmai All MrMha, Maalvl. 

Abmai Hatala, Mr. 

Attaiaiila Abmai, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 
Amtaallab, Kiras tablb Maalvl. 

Atbrafall, Mr. M. 

Aalai Hattlaa Kbaa, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 
■airaiiaja. Mr. tyN. 
tarat All, Mr. Mi. 

Rarmaa, Raba Upaaira Natb. 

Rlrarat, Mr. Rttik Ul. 

Oat, Mr. Aaakal Obaaira. 

Oat, Ral tablb Klrtt Rbataa. 

Oat, Mr. Maamabaa. 

Parbat Raaa Kbaaam, Ragam. 

Paalal Qaailr, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 
failar Rabmaa, Mr. (Mymaatlagb). 
iliiilai, Mr. 0. 

•aaiai, Mr. t^. 

Nabibattab, tba Naa'Ma Nawab Rabaiar K., at 
Oatta. 

NaRaaiila Obaaibarl, Maalvi. 

NatamaHy iamaiar, Kbaa UMb Maalvl. 
Nawklagt, Mr. R.i. 


Haywaai, Mr. Rogtrt. 

ialalaiila Abmai, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 

•latimaiila Abmai, Kbaa Sabab Maalvl. 

Kablruiila Kbaa, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 

Kaitm All MIrta, babibtaia Kawaa Jab lyai. 
McRrtgar, Mr. R. R. 

MaSiaiiia Abmti, Maalvl. 

Malaaiila Obaaibvry, Maalvl. 

Mabtabaiila, Abmai, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl. 
Maaial, Mr. Raaku Rtbarl. 

Maaial, Mr. Rirat Obaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Jagat Obaaira. 

Maalvm All Mallab, Maalvi M. 

Mabammai AtuI, Kbaa Rabaiar Maalvl lyai. 
Mubammai Ibrablm, Maalvl. 

Mabammai ItraH, Maalvl. 

Mabammai liiilqat, Kbaa Rabaiar Dr. lyai. 
Mubammai lalalmaa, Kbaa labib Maalvi. 
Malllek, tba Haa’bla Mr. Makaaia Rabary. 

Malllek, Mr. Palla Rabary. 

MatbarruS Hattala, tba Haa'bta Naarab, Kbas 
Rabaiar. 

Mattagawatl Hasaa, Mr. iyai. 

Naaiy, tba Haa'Mt Mabarala Iriacbaaira, at 
Oattlmbaiar. 

Natarallab, Naarabiaia K. 

Rabmaa, Kbaa Rabaiar A. M. L. 

RaHtat, tba Haa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Oab. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaalay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

•aiaraNia Abmai, Mr. 
tababa-Alam, Mr. lyai. 
lallm, Mr. I. A. 
larfcar, Raba Maibataiaa. 
laralal lilam, Mr. 

Ibababaiila, Mr. Kbvraja, O.R.R. 

IMar, Raba LWa Maaii. 

Tafal Abarai Obaaibary, Maalvl Ha|i> 

WbHabaai, Mr. R. R. 

Warivwavtb, Mr. W. 0. 

Vaaat AH Raaihary, Mr. 

Zabar Abarai Obaaibary, Maalvl. 

the motion was lost. 


The Ayes being 33 end the Noes 81, 
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» The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that the Bengal 
Legislature (Remoyal of Disqualihcations) (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 


Adjoummifit. 


It being 8-23 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 3rd December, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemdly met in the Assembly House, on Tuesday, the 3rd 
December, 1940, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Si)eaker (the Hon’ble Khan Rahadiir M. Azizul Haque, c.i.B.) 
in the Chair, li Hon ’hie Ministers and 214 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Replaoement of members in certain Debt Settlement Boards in 
Faridpur district. 

•19. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: {a) Is the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department aware 
of the fact that two members, each of Ghatmajhi Debt Settlement 
Board and Kalkini Debt Settlement Board in the Faridpur district, 
after their appointments by notification No. 2507 T., dated the 10th 
May, 1940, and No. 3048 J., dated the 11th June, 1940, have been 
replaced by two new' members in each Board by notification 
Nos. 4071 J., and 4675 J., dated the 23rd July, 1940, published in the 
Calcutta Gazdte of the 15th August, 1940? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the reasons of their replacement after so short intervals; and 

(ti) whether any inquiry was made about the conduct of the pre- 
viously appointed members? 


(c) If the answer to (5) (ti) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to slate what was the result of the inquiry? 

(d) Was the local M.L.A. consulted before the new appointments 
were made? 


(s) If not, why not? 
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^ MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick). (a) Two members of Gbiitmajhi Debt Settlement 
Board and one meml>er of Kalkini Debt Settb*ment Board were re- 
placed. 

(b) (t) On the completion of the previous term of the Boards the 
appointment of the members in question automatically ceased. The 
old members of the Boards were roap|X)in<(*(l for a short time to cover 
the lacuna occurring between the expiry of the term of tlie Boards and 
their reconstitution. 

(b) (u), (c) and (c) Do not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

Mr. SYED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: VV^ith reference to answer 
(d), are we to understand tliat in e\erv such case of new appointment, 
local M.L.As. are generally consulte<l !" 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: They are 
generally consulted wlien they are available, but not as a matter of 
rule. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether the local M.L.A. gave any name for the Ghatmajhi Debt 
Settlement Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All that 1 

can tell the House at this stage is that the local officer consulted the 
M.L.As. and their suggestions must have been tionsidered. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the M.L.As. belonging to 
the Opposition group are never consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No such 
case has been brought to my notice. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he considers the desirability of asking 
the district authorities to consult the local M.L.As. before any such 
new appointments are made? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I can 
tell the House that instructions have already been issued to the local 
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cfiicers to examine any suggestion that is made to them by all re- o 
presentative public bodies and public gentlemen and if members of 
the House would be good enough to send in their suggestion that would 
be considered. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a sin in the district of Tippera to consult the Opposition 
M.L.As.? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon^ble Minister consider 
the desirability of enquiring whether instructions issued by Govern- 
ment are generally carried outP 

Th« Hofi'Me Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: I believet 
they are carried out. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is it a fact that demi- 
offioial letters are generally sent by the Hon’ble Ministers to the district 
authorities telling them definitely not to consult the members of the 
Legislature who belong to the Opposition group P 

The Hoil’bie Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: The answer 
M in the negative. 


Oonttniotioii of Magura-Jhonida Road. 

*20. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) when the construction of the Magura-Jhenida Road was taken 
up; 

(ti) what was the estimated length of the road; 

(ut) how many years have pasapd since the work was begun; 

(tv) how many miles have been oonstmoted up to the end of October, 
1^0; and 

(p) whether there was any sm^nsion of the work since the 
oonstructkm was taken upf 
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(6) If the answer to (a) (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hou'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) when and for what i>eriod the work was suspended ; and 

(ii) what was the reason for the susjxuision of the work ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the construc- 
tion of the road is likely to be completed P 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar): (a) (?) The Jlienida-Ma^ura Hoad was taken u]) for construc- 
tion by parts. The first section from 1st to 7 ^Jtth mile was taken up 
by the Jessore District Board some time in 19*12-83 and the second 
section ij-om 7*49 to J4th mile p(rst was taken up by this Department 
in the latter part oi 1987-88. Work on the third section from 14th 
to 17 •49th mile ha> not ye^ been taken up. 

( 71 ) 18 miles. 

(in) 8 years since the fir.st portion was taken up and 8 years since 
the second jwution was undertaken. 

(iv) The first section is almost completed and work on the second 
section is in full propress. 

(r) There was no susi>ension of work in the setond section. No 
such information is available with regard to tJie first section which was 
entrusted to the Jessore District Board for execution. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(r) The road up to the 14th mile post is exjiected to l)e completed 
by the end of 1942-43. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to reply to (a) (ii), 
will the llon’ble Minister be ])leaseil to state what will he the fate of 
the remaining four miles, as he says that the road up to I he 14t}i mile 
post is expected U) be completed P 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Ceasimbazars 

Sir, it depends upon the Government of India to ^?:ive their aanctioii 
and until we K^t that, we cannot take up any road work under the 
Petrol Fund. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that after the completion of 34 miles by the expected time 
by the end of 1942-43, as is stated by the Hon^ble Minister, if the 
remaining 4 mile.s is not completed, there will be no benefit whatso- 
ever for the people to use that road. 

19 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDYp of Cossimbaiar:* 

Sir, 1 entirely agree with the honourable member, but there is hardly 
any remedy for it. As a matter of fact, this is the difficulty we are 
experiencing in all the big road scliemes where it is not possible to 
allot sufficient fund to take up the entire project at the same time. 

Mr. ATUL KRi8HNA CH08E: In view of the fact that more 
than 8 years have already passed, will the Hon’ble Minister take some 
initiative to see or consider the desirability of moving the Government 
of India so that the completion of the work may be attained? 

The Hon*ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 can assure my friend that we are doing our best in this respect and 
that I have already sent up to the Government of India for sanction 
of the third section. 

Pabn»-8hahzadfiiir-Chan(laikona and SirajganJ Road. 

^21. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Gomm unications and Works Depaitment be 
pleased to state — 

(/) whetlier the Government contemplate undertaking the Pabna- 
Shahzadpur-Chandaikona and Sirajganj Road incorporated 
in Mr. King's project; and 
(it) if so, when? 

(h) If the answer to {(i){i) is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister Ih^ j)leased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Is the Hoirble Minister aware that the construction of the road 
will facilitate the trade and improve the condition of the people of the 
district ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazar : 

{a){i) No. 

(ii) l)iK»s not arise. 

(b) The sanctioned projects taken in hand by Government will 
absorb the funds available for some years to come, so it is not possible 
at present to consider any new projects. 

(c) Yes, but that applies to most parts of the Province. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the department is ready to take up any 
other roads of Mr. King's project of the district in the near future? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ooseimbaiar: 

Sir, as the project mentioned in the question is No. 1 in the district 
list, I believe that when the sanction of the Government of India is 
received and funds are available, this road will be taken up. 


Proc6S6ion& on immersion ooremonies in oonneotion with Pujas. 

•22. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what are the places in different districts of Bengal at which 

immersion ceremonies or processions taking out the images 
of Hindu deities could not be smoothly held during the 
last two months, i.e., during October and November, 1940, 
on account of communal differences; 

(b) what were the measures taken by Government to ensure i>eace- 

ful holding of such processions and ceremonies at lespective 
places ; and 

(c) what are the steps followed in each case to find out, apprehend 

and punish those \^ho created or sought to create disturbances 
to the holding of i>eaceful processions or immersion cere- 
monies in connection with Pujas? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in charge of the Home 
Department): The information asked for by the honourable member 
is not readily available and to collect it specially would entail an 
expenditure of time, laliour and money which I regret that I cannot 
see my way to undertake. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I submit, Sir, that 
in the last session you assured us that a reply of this nature will be 
decided by the Privileges Committee. Our opinion is that Ministers 
are not competent to give this sort of evasive replies. Will you kind- 
ly ask the department to put these matters rightly? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am keeping a list of all these matters which 
ought to go to the Pri^^lege CommiUee and if it is the desire of tlie 
House I shall do so. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, it is the desire of 
the Opposition to decide whether Government is competent to give 
such replies. Ministers are public servants, and if it entails an ex- 
penditure of time and money, we are paying for it. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Have any complaints 
been received by Government at all that such obstructions have been 
put? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is a very 
vague question which I cannot answer. The question was for collect- 
ing information and naturally Government thought it would entail 
too much money and offieers’ time. So this has not been done. 


Debt Settlement Boards in Sadar (South) subdivision, Mymensingh. 

•23. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative (‘redit and Ihiral Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state in respect of — 

(1) Dapunia, 

(2) Akua, and 

(3) Dhanikhola 

Debt Settlement Boards in the Sadar (South) subdivision of Mymen- 
singh district — 

(?) the date on which each Debt Settlement Boaid was constituted; 

(ii) the uuml)er of cases instituted before each Board since its 
ince])tion ; 

{ill) the numbei of awards given b\ each Board uj) to the 30th 
June, 1040; 

(U’) the number of cases (if an> ) struck off b\ each Board up to 
the 30th June, 1940, for default of the parties; 

(r) the number of cases (if any) in whi( h first instalment was not 
paid in due time; 

(ri) the numlier of cases (if any) in which certificate procedure was 
apidied on ground of non-payment of instalments up to the 
30th June, 1940; 

(vil) the number of cases (if any) in which holdings were put to 
auction-sale under the certificate procedure; 

{viii) the number of case* in each Board where the debt in each case 
amounts to R8.5,000 and over; 

(ia) the number of such cases in which sanction of the Collector 
was obtained by each Board ; and 

(«) the number of such cases in each Board where sanction was 
withheld by (be Collector? 
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TIi 9 Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs (i) to (iv) A 

statement is laid on the table. 

(v) As under the Act Government do not take any resjwnsibility for 
the realisation of the instalments due under the awards. T regret, the 
information asked for is not available. 

(vi) to (jr) A statement is laid on the table. 


StcUement referred to in the reply to clatises (t) to (iv) of starred qneMion No, 40. 


(•■) 

Dapunia. 

10th October, 1936. 

Akua. Dhanikhola. 

8th October, 1936. Ist November, 1936. 

(«) 

419 

579 

478 

(m) 

186 

169 

160 

(iv) 

149 

224 

91 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (vi) to (ar) of starred question No. 40. 


(vi) 

(vii) 
(tdii) 
(ix) 


Dapunia. 

Akua. 

Dhanikhola 

3 

21 

7 


9 


•• 

9 


. . 

, , 

. . 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Dacca Mail disaster. 

28. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department l)e 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many people have been — 

(1) killed, and 

(2) injured, 

in connection with the Dacca Mail disaster which took place 
on the 5th August, 1940; and 

(n) of those killed and injured, to how many compensation has been 
paid by the Central Government? 
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(h) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state-*' 
ment showing — 

(i) the names of persons to whom compensation has been given; 
and 

(ii) the amount of compensation given to each? 

(c) Have the Government made any effort to see so that all cases of 
death and injury have been compensated for? 

(d) If BO, what was the nature of that effort? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (i) (1) 31. 

(2) %; of these 64 were admitted into hospitals and 11 sub8e<iuently 
died there thus making the total number of deaths 42. 

(it) I am informed that no compensation has been paid. 

(h) Does not arise in view of reply to (a) (n) above. 

(r) and (d) The question of payment of (‘omj)ensation is a matter for 
the Government of India to decide. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will Government consider the 
desirability of recommending to the Government of India that proper 
compensation be awarded to the injured persons and to the families of 
the killed? 


Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 may assure my honourable friend that I have already taken up the 
matter with the Government of India. 


Distress of agriomltiiral population due to scarcity of rain and 
suh-normal price of Jute at Bogra. 

29. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that there is an 
acute agricultural distress in the district of Bogra due to scarcity of 
rain and sub-normal price of jute? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action 
the Government propose to take to ameliorate the conditions of the 
people of the affected areas? 
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Minister in otarg* of the revenue department (tho 

Hon'blo Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy) : (a) No. 

{b) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if any enquiry was made as to whether there is an 
acute agricultural distress in the district of BograP 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was the enquiry made? 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Very recently. 
After receiving this question, Government sent it to the Collector for 
his views, and on the basis of his views the question has been 
answered. 


Re-excavation of Dhurang Khal in Chittagong distrioL 

SOo Dr^ SANAULLAH: (a) Will Ihe Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Oonimnnicutions and AVorks DeiKirtinent be pleased to state whether 
the Irrigation Dejmrtineiit have ajquoved Ihe scheme for the re-exciiva- 
tion of Ihe Dhurang khal in jKdice-station Fatickchcri, district Chitta- 
gongP 

(b) Is it a fact that Uu* Tlon’ble Minister with the Chief Engineer, 
Superintending Engineer, Ex<»ciitive Engineer and the Subdivisional 
Officer of the Irrigation Dejmrtiiient visited the said Dhurang khal for 
the purpose ? 

(c) If so, when the work is likely to be taken up? 

(d) What amount do the Government projicsc* to .spend for the said 
scheme? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) A scheme has been received and is under the consideration of 
Government. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) I cannot definitely .say when the scheme is likely to be taken up 
for it depends upon funds l)eing available for the purpose. 

(d) The estimated cost of the scheme is Es. 26,367. 
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Extension of service to the present Registrar of Co-operative Sooietk 

Bengal. 

31. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the present Registrar of ro-oix?rative Societies was due to 
retire on the Kith of April, KMO; and 

(n) that he has l>een granted an extension of service? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e jdeased to state for wliat pericxl the extension has been 
granted ? 

{(•) Will the ITon’ble Minister lx* jdeased to state whether it is a 
fact that extension of service to retiring officials is against Government 
policy ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmativ(% will the Hon’hle Minis- 
ter be plpased to state the reason wdiy an extension was gi anted in the 
case of the Registrar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes. 

(li) From the 16th Aixril, 1940, to 31st December, 1940. 

(c) Not when the extension is necessary on public grounds. 

{d) Ihe extension 'was necessary on ])iiblic grounds. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to 
answers (c) and (</), will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to give ufl 
some idea of the extension which was necessary on grounds other than 
public grounds? Mjiy we enquire wdietiier there can be any case of 
extension on grounds other than public grounds? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: In view of the fact that the 
present Registrar will retire very s(k>u. will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it will be possible tt» give this gentleman 
another extension to reorganise the department? 

The Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: There is no 
such proposal before Government. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased t<» state what are tlie characteristics of 
public interest? 
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Tfm Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 

this particular question is o<uicerued, the House knows it when we 
were discussing tlie Co-operative Bill in the last .session. There is 
another thing, namely, that a scheme to rehabilitate the co-operative 
movement was undertaken. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: With reference to answer (c), will Gov- 
ernment give him any further extension? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I have 
already stated that there is no such prop<»sal before Government. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; When the attention of 
Government is drawn to this fad, will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of extending the ser\i<e of this particular gentleman 
for a term ot one year for framing rules under the new Act? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that some supporters of the present 
Registrar waited in a deputation tipon the Ilon’ble Minister to secure 
a further extension of his service? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not “some supporters.” You can ask whether 
there was any such deputation. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: All right, Sir. Did any such 
deputation wait upon the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Were any Directors of the Pro- 
vincial Bank members of that deputation? 

Mr- 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. The main point 
is whether there should be extension. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 want to know the character of 
the deputation — as to who composed the deputation. I want an 
answer to my question. 

The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOKi The answer 


IS no. 
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Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I know the result* 

please ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The depu- 
tation made its submission, and I gave a hearing. 

Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state it it is a fact that pressure from outside was given 
on the Minister to make that gentleman retire as soon as possible? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far 

as I undersand there was no such thing. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that tliere is a great volume of ])ublic opinion against the 
extension of service to Government otii(‘ials, particularly the present 
incumbent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 am 
called upon to answer questions of a general nature. I can only 
answer questions with regard to this particular appointment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the particular 
incumbent, will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Gov- 
ernment considered the comments and complaints about this 
particular officer made on the floor of the House from time to time 
when they considered the desirability of granting him an extension? 

The Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; J have 
already explained flu* nece.ssity for granting extension, and it was 
on those considerations alone that the extension was granted. No 
other matter was taken into consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question has not been 

answered. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You must be specific. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question is specific, Sir. 

The question is whether at the time of granting extension to this 
gentleman on alleged public grounds, Government also considered 
the various allegations definitely made on the floor of the House 
about the manner in which this gentleman has discharged public 
duties. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: These allegations were made after the extension 
was granted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. Extension was grant- 
ed in 1940 and the allegations were made before that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must put a specific (piestion. It is very 
difficult to answer a question like this. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the consideration which secured for him an exten- 
sion of service up to -list December still exists P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou can ask whether (lovernment contemplate 
giving liim further extension. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: I have 
already answered this que.stion twice. There is no such proposal now 
before the Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that this incumbent 
has been manipulating various deputations, representations and 
submission to Government not only in order to secure further exten- 
sion — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on cannot say that this gentleman is mani- 
pulating. This is a definite imputation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If I am not allowed to make 
insinuations, am I not allowed to put direct charges? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, not through <|uestionR. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions over. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir.' will you kindly allow me to ask one 
question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER; All right. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
who led the deputation? 

Tha Hofimie Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: The 

Chairman of the Provincial Bank. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Bid he function os Chainnan of ^ 
the ProviTi(‘ial Rank or did the particular gentleman wait upon the 
Hon’hle Minister in his individual capacity or functioning as the 
Chairman of the Provincial Bank? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUHDA BEHARY MULLICK: As Chair- 
man of the Provincial Bank. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Provincial 
Bank functions under the instruct ions of the Registrar? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, it does arise, because 
if the Registrar asks the (Chairman — . — 

Mr, 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry, Dr. Sunyal, you know well that 
your qiiOBtion is no( in order. 


Short notice quMtions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are several short notice questions which 
were to be replied, but as the Hon’ble Minister in charge is not here, 
they cannot be taken up. These questions will now stand over. 

Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, so far as these short notice 
(juestions are concerned, T had the advantage of a discussion with 
the Hon’hle the Home Minister, and so far us the supjilemeiitaries are 
concerned, T do not think there will be many supplement aries on this 
(j[uestion. I would therefore request you to allow these questions to 
be asked and answered. 

Mr, SPEAKER: These questions will be formally placed after 
they have been eyclostyled. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of that department to inform us whether there is 
a hunger-strike in any other jail? 

The Hoii’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not know, 

Sir. The Hon’ble Minister in charge is not here. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, it is a very serious matter, 
and if the Hon’ble Minister had been here he would probably have 
given us the iniormation. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I see that the Departmental Secretary also is 
not here. As soon as he comes, I shall fjet into touch with him and 
see what can be done. 


NON.OFFICIAL BILL. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Bales (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir. 1 he^^ to 
present tlie ri^port of the Select (\)nunitlet‘ on tlie Benj^ul Land 
lleveiiue Sule.s (Amendment) Dill, D-IT, by Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 
M.L.A. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications Amendment) 

Bill, 1940. 

('lauxe 1, 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 be^ to move that in clause 1(^^). 
line 2, the words “and for a ])eriod of twelve months thereafter’' be 
omitted. The reason is obvious. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there are 
two amendments of the same nature. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Das (TUj)ta, are you moving- \our amend- 
ment? 

SJ. NARENDRANATH DAS GUPTA: No. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 oppose 
the amendment because 6 months may not be sufficient 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendment No. 5 has not been moved. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It may be 

necessary to allow certain time for the completion of the work which 
these officers might be actually carrying out. For instance, suppose 
a particular gentleman is in charge of certain construction. Simply 
because hostilitieB have ceased, the work of this person will not come 
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to an end automaticall 5 ^ So, a reasonable time should be allowed * 
before he can be discharged or relieved of his duties. That is why 
time has been allowed. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause • 1(2), line 2, 
the words “and for a period of twelve months thereafter’^ be omitted 
was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
2, in line 7 of the proposed clause {d) of section 2, the expression 
“since the second day of September, 1939,” be omitted. 

Sir, as a matter of fact, we on this side of the House have hardly 
any more interest in this piece of legislation, but I would like only 
to point out one or two anomalies that would remain if some amend- 
ments are not accepted. That is exactly the interest 1 have in moving 
this amendment. We have made it perfectly clear in our observation 
in connection with the circulation motion liow we view this legisla- 
tion. It has been provided,. Sir, that witli reference to an office in 
any of His Majesty’s naval, military or air forces in India or an office 
under the Central Government connected with the e(iui])ment or 
administration of these force, s or otherwise conne(‘ted with the Defence 
of India, this (dause shall not apply in the case of any person who has 
since the second day of September, 1939, been continuously in whole- 
time service of the Crown in India. I cannot really understand 
why Government want to re.strict the application of these provisions 
only to ])erson 3 who had been in emj)loyment before the second of 
September and not afterwards. It it is the intention to ])ermit certain 
classes of persons who undertake wholetime work in connection with 
the war to also continiie in the Legislature, there is no reason why 
such a permission should not be extended also to those wffio are 
appointed afterwards. Here, the Bill as it now' stands, seeks to 
exclude sucii peojde, and I cannot understand what the meaning may 
be. I would rather think that the proper thing would be to allow 
such peo])le who are in the Legislature now to seek and obtain certain 
employments, and still not lose their seats, if they have such employ- 
ment in connection with the war. If that is the intention, I do not 
know^ if the present drafting has been sufficiently comprehensive to 
make that intention understandable. With these observations, I 
move that these words be deleted. 


Tha Hon’ble 8ir BlilOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. The object of this measure is sufficiently 
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•clear. It is meant for offering facilities to the members of the Legis* 
lature to undertake military duties during war and also for a year after 
the termination of hostilities without losing their seats in the Legis- 
lature. The Bill excludes persons who had been holding such offices 
in the Army, Navy or in the Air Forces before the declaration of the 
war. I therefore oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2, in line 7, 
of the proposed clause (d) of section 2, the expression “since the second 
day of September, 1939,” be omitted was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and a division called. 

(Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal entered into the Chamber after the 
ringing of the division bell was over.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mandal, you came into the Chamber after 
the ringing of the division bell was ovei, and, lieing late, your vote 
will not be recorded. 

The same question was again put and a divi.sioii taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES— »2. 


AMuI Aili, Maulana Mi. 

AMul Ha«i. Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hail, Mr. Mia. 

AMttI Hakim, Maulvi. 

AMtti Hakim Vikrampari, Maalvi Mi. 

AMttI Hamii 8kak, Maalvi. 

ANal iakkar, Maalvi. 

Akiul Kaiar, Mr. (aliaa Lai Maak). 

Akial Latif BUaraa, Maalvi. 

Akial MiJii, Maalvi. 

Akiai MaJM. Mr. tyN. 

AMalia-AI Makmaai. Mr. 

Akiar Rakmaa. Kkaa Bakaiar A. F. M. 

Akiar RaaefcM Makmaai, Mr. 

Akiar Ratkaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiar Raaf, Kkaa takik Maalvi 8. 

Aktfar Ranak. Maalvi. 

AkMar Rau Ckavrikary, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Akal Haakim. Maalvi. 

Akal Haaaia Afcmai, Mr. 

Akal Qaaaam, Maalvi. 

AfUkAiLMr. 

AkaMi Ali Eaayal^ri. Kkaa Bakaiar Maaiaaa. 
AkaMi Ail HriBka, Maalvi. 


AltaiaMin Akmai, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 
Amiaailak, Kkaa takik Maalvi. 

Aikralali, Mr. M. 

AalaB Hamain Kkaa, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 

Aikar All. Maulvi. 

BaBrvBiaja, Mr. Syai. 

Barat All, Mr. MB. 

Barma, Mr. FaipaJIt. 

Barmaa, Baka UMi*Bra Natk. 

Bitwai, Mr. Basik Lai. 

OMpfaaBMa, Mr.B. W. 

Das, Mr. Aaukal OkaaBra. 

Oai, Rai takik Kirtt Bkataa. 

Oaa, Mr. Maamakaa. 

FarkaB Raia OktwBkary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Raaa Kkaaam, Rafam. 

Fallal QuaBir, Kkaa RakaBar Maalvi. 

FaMar RMimaa, Mr. (Mymaatiafk). 

BlaBBiag, Mr. D. 

BrIMtkt, Mr. 0. 

ByavaBBIa AkmaB OkaaBkary, AikaBJ. 

NkWkaflak, tka Maa*Ma Naarak RakaBar K., af 
Dataa. 

MaBiaBBhi BkaaBkarl. Maalvi. 

MB. 


Naaaaasai 
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HMlMiian KkM, Kkaii »«kfttf«r Maakrt. 
Naltaially ataiaiar, Kkaa laklk Maalvl. 
Haywa«4f Mr. Rtftn. 
larit Akaita Mia. Maalvl. 

KakIraMin Kkaa, Kkaa lakakar Maalvl. 
MafiaMin Akaiai, Maalvl. 

Matsaiiln Okaaikary. Maalvl. 

Manual, Mr. laaka lakari. 

Manial. Mr. Jagat Okanira. 

Maaaa All Kkaa Panai. AI>Hatfi Maalvl. 
Millar. Mr. 0. 

Makaaiaiaa All. Kkaa Kakaiar. 

Maktia AH. Mr. Ma. 

Margaa. Mr. A.. O.I.C. 

Matlaai All Mallah. Mauivi M. 

Maiaaiaitl Haq, Maalvl Mg. 

Makammad Ikraklai. Maalvl. 

Makamaiad likagaa, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiad Itrall. Maalvl. 

Mulliek, tka Han’kia Mr. Makaada Kakary. 
Mullick, Mr. Palia Kakary. 

Maakarraff Haiaala. tka Haa'kia Nawak, 
Kakadar. 


Maatafawtal Ha«aa. Mr. tyad. 
Naaaranak, Nawakiada K. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Kakadar A. M. L. 
Raikat. tka Haa'Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 
Ray. Mr. Dkaaaa|ay. 

Ray. Mr. Patiraai. 
ladaraddia Akaiad. Mr. 

•akraddia Akaiad. Hajl. 
iakaka-Alaai. Mr. gyad. 

Saliai. Mr. 8. A. 

laaaallak. Al-HadJ Maalaaa Or. 
•arkar, Kaka Madkaaadaa. 

larajal lalaai, Mr. 

Skakakaddia, Mr. Kkwaja. C.K.E. 
Ikamaaddln Akaiad Khaadkar, Mr. 
Sirdar, Kaka Litta Maada. 
tiaelair, Mr.d. F. 

Tktal Akaiad Ohaadkary, Maalvl Naji. 
Wardawartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaiat AH Okoadhary. Mr. 

Zakar Akaiad Ckaadhary, Maalvl. 


NOES— 50. 


AkdaNakkar Palwaa. Mr. Md. 

Aka Hoiaaia larkar, Maalvl. 

Akal Pul. Mr. Md. 

Akaiad Kkaa, Mr. lyad. 

Ailaiaddia Akaiad, Mr. 

Kaaarjl. Mr. P. 

Kaaarji, Mr. latya Priya. 

Kaaarjaa, Mr. ilkaatk. 

KaaarjH, Dr. saratk Okaadra. 

Kua, Mr. Saatoik Kaaiar. 

Klawai, Mr. Saraadra Natk. 

OkakrUarty. Mr. Jatladra Natk. 

Okaadkarl, Rat Naraadra Natk. 

DM Oayta. Srljat Naraadra Natk. 

Datta. Mr. Dkiraadra Natk. 

OtiMi, Mr. Haraadra Natk. 

Oatta, Mr. lakaiaar. 

Datta Muumdar. Mr. Nikaraada. 

Kaidadal Hagaa, Kui. 

Kkkaa, Mr. Atal Krlikaa. 

Klaaaddla Aknad. Mr. 

Kapta. Mr. J. N. 

Jalaladdia Haakamy. Mr. lyad. 
daaak All Majaaidar. Maalvl. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Gkaadra. 

The Ayos beinjf 92 and the 


Kunda, Mr. NltkHba Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. NIkunJa Kaharl. 

Maltra, Mr. Saraadra Makaa. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kaaiar. 

Majaaidar, Mra. Haaiaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. Krlihna Praaad. 
Maalrattaman lilamakadi, Maalaaa Md. 
Maghul Nauln, Mr. 

MalHck, Sriiut Aihutoih. 

Naaakar All. Mr. lyad. 

Raniiiaddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Ohara Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. KUhori Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinakiha. 

Sanyal. Mr. Saunka Sakbar. 

San, Mr. Atal Chandra. 

San>Qnpta, Mra. Nallia. 

Shahadali, Mr. 

Sinha. Irijat Manindra Kbaaan. 

Sar, Mr. Harandra Kamar. 

Thakar, Mr. Pramatba Ran)aa. 

Waliar Rahman, Maalvl. 

Noe.s 5U, the motion was curried. 
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The Bengal Local Authorities Census Expenses Contribution Bill, 1040. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8IMCH BOY; Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Bengal I.ocal Authorities Census Exixmses Contribution 
Bill. 1940. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 rise on a point of order, Sir, 
nt this stage?. The Hon’ble Minister in charge has sought to move e 
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TBill relating to 'census. May I enquire under which item in the Pro- 
vincial List or the Concurrent List, the subject of this Bill comes? I 
find specifically that census is mentioned as a Central subject only— item 
No. 16 in list I of the Seventh Schedule. T fail to understand how this 
Bill as it now stands can be relevant and how the question can come 
within the competency of this House. 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am not 
trying to legislate for census. I am only trying to legislate to 
make local todies contribute towards the cost of census and also to 
authorise them to pay voluntary contributions for census, if they want 
to do so. “bocal authority'* is item Id of list II subjects. That is 
W'hy, I think, it is a subject whi<'h is mira rirrs ot this Legislature. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a further point of 
order. Sir. Can we legislate to compel huail bodies to contribute to 
some pur{)ose which is otlier than provimdal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The spirit of the (iovernnuoit of India Act, IDdf), 
is that for purpose.s of India it is j)ermissible to sj>end any money. 
Bengal can contribute anything to Bihar or any other ]>lace so long as 
it is in India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to item Id of the Pro- 
vincial List, will you please look at it, Sir? It is very siiecific. It 
relates to J>ocal Government, that is to say, the constitution and powers 
of municipal corporations, improvement trusts, district hoards, mining 
settlement authorities and other local authorities for tlie purpose of 
local self-government or village administration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already anticipated that there is a likeli- 
hood of an objection as regards this question. The difficulty is that if 
I rule it out, there is absolutely no remedy on any side for legislation. 
At the same time, even if it is ultra vires^ there is a remedy to go to 
the Federal Court and say that it is ultra vire.% of the Provincial Legis- 
lature. Therefore, the convention is that the Speaker should not shut 
out a matter which can go to the Federal Court. I cannot therefore take 
any responsibility in a matter which it is for the House to consider as 
to whether it will pass this Bill in such circumstances or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We shall be ver\'’ happy if you lay 
down a convention that, so far as you or your department are concerned, 
you will not enquire into the admissibility of any motion for introduc- 
tion of a Bill. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Unless it is palpably inadmissible on the face of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is not a Bill relating to census pal- 
pably inadmissible? 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am not quite ceitain about that. The reason is 
that every local authority is interested as to the census. Census includes 
every municipality and relates to such matters as to the population 
figures, the occupational statistics, etc. These matters are not central 
but local subjects and therelore it may be said that they can contribute 
for the purpose. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: May 1 draw your attention, 
Sir, to one matter? Has the l^rovincial (iovernment any authority to 
see to the administration of the (.’eiisus Department, so far as Bengal 
is concerned? If they have any say in the census operations, well and 
good. If not, how can the rate-payers of Bengal be asked to contribute 
towards it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is for you to discuss the (luestion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I further draw your attention 
to item No. 35 of Part II ot the Concurrent List where it is specifically 
mentioned that the Provincial (Government may — as you have just men- 
tioned a case where local ])urposes only are covered, — they may, 
include “enquiries and statistics, etc.,” but there should be s]>ecific men- 
tion of the subject. Item No. 35 runs thus: “Enquiries and statistics 
for the purpose of any of the matters in this part of this list.” That 
is to say, any other matter and any other statistical matter other than 
those mentioned cannot be treated as u concurrent or provincial sub- 
ject. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If this is a matter which really does not come 
within the competence of this Government, then the local authorities 
may not accept the responsibility. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But the local authorities will be 
compelled by tiie order of the Govemment of Bengal to take up this 
responsibility. 

Mr. 8PEAKERI They can challenge. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How can they? They cannot go to 
the Federal Court. The procedure for suits before the Federal Court 
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is such that local bodies can have no place there. However, Sir, we 
are in your hands. We will depend very much upon your legal 
acumen. 

Mft 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US lict us take the question whether 
it is within the competence of the Provincial Government to legislate 
authorising the local authorities to contribute towards the military 
expenditure of the Central Govt^rnment. It would be a test case, 
because military expenditure is essentially a Central Subject; so also 
Census. If, on the other hand, the question were “census for the pur- 
pose of getting statistics within the municipal area", by the local 
authority itself, tlien that ^^ould have been a dilVerent matter. In the 
Calcutta Municipal Act there is a provision for spending money for 
census in Calcutta within the local area. The Calcutta Municii)ality 
has been empowered under the Act by a special provision to spend money 
for tlie purj)ose ot getting statistics in the way of census for the city. 
But so far as this Bill is concerned, I think, it requires contril)utiou to 
the Central Fund. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: What is the position of the Corporation so far as 
this Bill is concerned? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: In the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, the Bengal Municipal Act, and the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act there are provisions for census for local purposes. Now what 
we are seeking by tliis Bill is to authorise the local lM)dies 


Mr, 8PEAKER: The position is that in the Cab utta Muni(‘i[)ul Act 
there is provision for the local census. In other words, the Calcutta 
Corporation so far as the present Census of India is cont^erned, can 
spend money. 

Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No, for local census, for the pur- 
pose of enquiries undertaken within the city of Calcutta by the 
Calcutta Corporation. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Will they pay any money to the present Census 
Department for the census of Calcutta? 

HofPMe 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: This is exactly the 
point which I was just trying to make out. By this we are indirectly 
helping the local bodies to have census of the areas within their juris- 
diction. Sir, in the Calcutta Municipal Act, in the Bengal Municipal 
Act m well as in the Local Self-Ooyemment Act there are proviaioiia 
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for undertaking census for municipal or local purposes. What is 
sought by this Bill is to authorise and to enable these local bodies to 
contribute to the Central Government for Indian Census, thereby helping 
these local bodies in avoiding expenditure on local census. Now the 
oonstitulion of these l(K;al bodies would be impossible unless and until 
we know what is the proportion of the minority and the majority com- 
munities. You cannot reserve seats for the minority communities 
within the municipal or district board areas unless it is known what is 
the total number of Muslims and total number of Hindus in a parti- 
cular district board area or in a municipal area. Certain municipa- 
lities are beifig asked to contribute which will certainly obviate larger 
expenditure for the purpose for a local census. Sir, this is legitimate 
and intra vires. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge of the Bill, Sir Bijoy l^rasad Singh Boy is contusing the 
census for local purposes with the all-India census. The census for 
lo(!al jnirposes and tlie all-India census are two diffen^nt things, for the 
all-India census is taken b\ tin* Central Govemimmt for an all-India 
purpose. Sir. if in tin* discussion of the Bill we bring up certain ques- 
tions which relate to the Indian census, you will probably pull us up 
and say that it is not a provincial subject and the Iloirble Minister w^ill 
not be competent or bound to answer those (questions. Our point is 
that the Government are compelling the local bodies not to contribute 
for local purposes, but to contribute towards a matter w^hich appertains 
to the Central subject. Just for that rea.son we submit that they are 
not justifit'd in compelling the local bodies to do that. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, may I draw your attention 
to sections 4(>3-4(>() of the Calcutta Municipal Act where you will find 
that the Corporation may direct an enumeration to be made of all 
persons resident in Calcutta. The Corporation will appoint a Superin- 
tendent, and the Superintendent will appoint a sufficient number of 
competent persons as enumerators. The census will be confined entirely 
within the four corners of the city and the expenses incurred paid out 
of the Municipal Fund. There is no question of a full census of the 
entire country. Therefore, I submit, Sir, that what the present Bill 
proposes to do is to empower the Provincial Government with power, 
w'ith authority to compel these local Indies to contribute for the general 
census of the whole of India. That 1 submit, Sir, is not within the 
competence of this Legislature to undertake. In other words, it cannot 
compel these local bodies to make a contribution for the expenditure of 
the Central Census and it is wholly beyond the competence of this 
l-egislature to undertake anything of this kind, and the Hon*ble 
Minister, when he mentions that in the Calcutta Municipal Act there la 
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a proTisioD to that effect, is speaking without his book. I submit, Sir, 
that the census undertaken for an all-India purpose is essentially a 
Central subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have heard this matter, but I have not been able 
to be clear in my mind as to whether this Bill is intra vires, I have 
very carefully gone into this matter. There is a great deal to be said 
in favour of as also against the principle of the Bill. It relates to a 
matter which is of interest even to small units. For example, the 
occupational statistics, infirmity statistics, educational statistics and 
statistics of religion, all these are matters of interest to everylwuly. 
Therefore there is much to be {>aid in favour of the principle of the Bill. 
My point is not the point of principle behind it. The point is whether 
a lacuna has been left in the Government of India Act by wliich it 
can be said that a matter like this does not come within the sphere of 
the Provincial liCgislature or not. I must say that so far as the pro- 
vincial fund is concerned, there is no ditliculty because the provincial 
fund (an l>e spent by the Ijcgislature in any corner of Imlia. There is 
a clear section on it. Whether by analogy the same principle is applic- 
able that ])(»wer may be given to local authority by the provinces or 
not is a matter on which tliere can be two opinions and both sides can 
very legitimat(‘ly argue in favour of one or the other jioint of view. 
The difficulty is whether in such circumstances I should rule out a 
Bill altogether. 1 have said repeatedly N^here 1 have no doubt in my 
mind that a legislation is ultra nrrs, I will certainly hold that it ift 
ultra vire^. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will you please get the Advocate- 
General’s opinion on the matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is for the Government to do and not for me. 
For the time being, my attitude is that I will allow this legislation to 
go on leaving for the authorities concerned to seek his opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit that it is within the 
competence of yourself to send for the Advocate-General to be present 
here in connection with such important debates and give his opinion ? 
That is provided in the Government of India Act itself. It is provided 
that the Advocate-General may come and -the Deputy Ixiader of the 
Opposition now has definitely suggested that. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Sir Bijoy, has his opinion been obtained? 

TIm HOfl’Me Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl At least I have 
not the opinion of the Advocate-General before me at present. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: On that point, there are certain administrative ^ 
difficulties and as soon as the Privileges Bill is passed, all these matters 
can be thrashed out as to what is the power of the Speaker and whether 
he can send for or take the advice of the Advocate-General. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the present Privileges Bill, 
nothing is provided so far. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Bijoy, will you please move the motion? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BldOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Bengal Ijocal Authorities Census Expenses Contribution 
Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.') 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is not a piece of legislation in 
respect of census 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I have already finally decided that 
question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon ble Minister 
has said that he proceeds to introduce this Bill. Now 1 rise to oppose 
the introduction of this Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He is not asking for leave to introduce it. He is 
merely introducing. Under the rules he has already introduced it. 

The* Hon’bie 8ir BldOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: It has been 
published. 

I beg to move that the Bengal Local Authorities Census Contribu- 
tion Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I oppose the 
consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, ’order. Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move by way of 
amendment 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. Will the amendment come first P 
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Mr. SPEAKER 1 I am sorry. On this point 1 gave a decision lael 
time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: I wanted your ruling 
on a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My point is that if every two minutes you rise on 
a point of order, it is disorder and not a point of order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: This is the first time 
that I rise on a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on rose on the same question \\ith reference to 
the last Bill, and then I decided tiiat after the motion or the amendment 
is moved, the whole debate is open. It is open to you either to oppose 
the whole Bill outrig’ht or to support the motion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 am thankful to you 
for that. But 1 do take exre]>tinn to your remark that I rise every two 
minutes on a point of order, and I think that such an extravagant 
remark should not have been made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I still stick to it. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Without the foundation 
of fact. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move by way 
of amendment tliat the Bengal liocal Authorities CVn.sus Expenses 
Contribution Bill, 11140, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the dlst December, 1941, 

Sir, it is not that I do not want any census operation, but as there 
is already a vcdume of opinion that the last census was not correct, 
and as there is a good deal of apprehension in the minds of many of 
the people of Bengal tliat tliis year’s census also is not expected to be 
accurate, especially in view of the fact that the Provincial Government 
would not have any say in the administration of the Census Depart- 
ment so far as Bengal is concerned, I submit that the Bill should be 
circulated to the public who will be required to pay a portion of the 
expenses for conducting the census operations in this province. And 
I w'ant an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister in charge that the 
Provincial Government will take every possible step so that no inacou- 
racy may creep in in the operations of the census, and that every 
attempt is made to see that no authority, however influential he may 
be^ can interfere with the accuracy of the census in any part of tine 
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proviDce. Unless and until this assurance is forthcoming, I am afraid^ 
the public will not be willing to contribute towards the fund for meeting 
the expenses of the census operations in this province. With these few 
words, Sir, I submit that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st of December, 1941. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With your permission. Sir, may I 
request Ihe H()iri)le Minister in charge of the Bill, before he asks the 
House to accept it, to make a statement here and now that the Govern- 
ment will convey to the proper authorities that there is a feeling in 
the country that in the matter of census things have been done in a way 
not conducive to a proper and impartial conduct of the census, indeed 
in a way prejudicial to the interests of one particular community, viz., 
the Ilindusy With these words 1 would request the Government to 
make tlie necessarv statement before the motion is actually put to the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy Prasad. 

The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 should like 
to say 


Mr. SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, we have got our 
motions and we want to move them. 


Mr. SPEAKER: As you know, the motions are of an identical 
nature, and following a convention that has been established, they are 
being divided into two parts; the first part relates to eliciting public 
opinion and the second part is concerned with tlie date. If the first 
part is carried, the que.stioii of date then arises. 

Sir Bijoy Prasad. 

The HoiPble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the local 
Government 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I have your permission to 

speak? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou were not on your feet when I asked Sir Bijoy 
Prasad to speak. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I was, Sir, but I could not catch 
jour eye. 1 have a motion standing against my name and 1 want to 
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speak in support of Mr. Biswas's motion as that has already been 
moved. Otherwise, I would not have any chance to speak on this 
subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can oppose it at the third reading. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case my motion for circu- 
lation will not be allowed to be moved at all. I agree that the con- 
vention by agreement has been that one amendment is to be moved, 
but this is on the understanding that so far as the other members who 
have given notice of amendments are concerned, they should be given 
an opportunity to speak, if they like to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point is that the motion is split up into two 
parts, and if the first part is lost 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Uow can you split it into twa 
parts ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All these motions are of an identical nature and 
I have a right to select any one or a part of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They are identical no doubt, but at 
the same time the periods suggested by tlie different mot inns are 
different; and therefore it is (juite possible that members who would 
vote agaiiiht a longer postponement might agree to a shorter postpone- 
ment. In tliat view. Sir, the motion which is the most exclusive one 
should be put first that is to .say the motion which relates to the shortest 
period. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And if that goes out? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Then comes the next one, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All I can say, Dr. Sanyal, is that following the 
convention I am dividing it into two parts. The first part will be 
that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But nobody has moved only that 
thing, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is the convention which we have been so long 
following with regard to circulation motions. It is bifurcated into 
two parts for the purpose of putting it to the vote of the House. If th» 
first part is carried, then comes the question of date. 
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Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: But if the first part i$ • 
•defeated P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the whole thinj? jroes out. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: But you are holding out 
a hope to Dr. SanyalP 

Mr. SPEAKER: He will have his chance if the first part is carried. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If there is a convention as you 
suggest, the convention has not been one-sided decision of yours. It 
has been as a result of an agreement between your good self and our- 
selves so that if we chose to split up a certain motion into certain parts 
then only you had agreed to allow the same. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry. Then in future I have got a perfect 
right to bifurcate a motion and I can take in parts. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: As a matter of you cannot do 
that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Sir Bijoy, are you going to give a 
reply P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
•oppose the amendment of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has no amendment. He wanted to make a 
statement. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The local Gov- 
ernment, it is well-known to the members of the House, are not in any 
w'ay responsible for the cen.sus operations. But the local Government 
are not aware of any defect in the present arrangement for taking 
census, but if any defects in the existing arrangement are brought to 
the notice of Government in a specific manner. Government will certainly 
be only too glad to forward them with their comments to the Central 
Oovernment. That is all I can say. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
the motion for circulation. For the last few months we have had 
occasions to find how public opinion in Bengal has been seriously agitated 
over the manner in which the Government of Bengal had been trying 
.to interfere with 'the census work in this province. 



1940.1 GOVERNMENT BILLS. 299 

In the first place the Government of Bengal tried to recommend to 
the Central Government that so far as this province is concerned it waa 
not necessary to take the sects under Muhammadans separately under 
the present census. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi Sir, may T rise 
on a point of personal explanation? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No running ooniment can 
be allowed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am not willing <o give way. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, please. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Whatever Sir Bijoy has got to 
explain let him do so in his reply. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am very glad that a decision has been reatdied. 
I think the House will unanimously agree to the proposition that when 
a member is speaking there should be no interruption. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir Bijoy wanted to speak. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want you to accept that proposition. As a matter 
of fact, I am very glad Dr. Sanyal has brought in this good sense 
before the House. I hope he will strictly follow it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I shall conduct myself entirely in 
a parliamentary manner, Mr. Speaker, and you need not remind me 
often times about it. You know I wdll not go beyond your rules. 

Sir, the public of Bengal have also found that tlie Government of 
Bengal, or at least the Government of India at the instance and repre- 
sentation from certain members of the Government of Bengal liave tried 
to modify the census schedules .so far as this province goes as apart 
from other provinces. This matter has l>een drawn attention to and 
I do not know bow the Government of Bengal is dealing with thin 
question. 

In the first place, complaints have been made that those who have 
been entrusted with numbering houses were chosen peculiarly from a 
particular community which might have some interest contrary to the 
fair recording of the number of the people in this province. (Mr. 
Abdulla-Al Mahmooi); Why donH you volunteer?) Are you the 
Cenaua Commissioner? 
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Mrt SPEAKERS Order, order, please. It is really interruption 
this character that compels me not to stop the interruptions of the 
Opposition, because if I find that members of the majority party in 
power indulge in such interruptions, how can I carry onP 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With due respect to you. Sir, I 
may say that for the last four years we have given everj^ opportunity 
and heard him patiently. It is intolerable 

Mr. SPEAKER: I jet me say this. It is only just now that we 
decided tliat there should be no interruptions. I w’as going to follow 
it, but if iniinediately after you make such interruptions how can I 
carry on the debate P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is too well known, as it has been 
complained of not only from the press and the platform but also 
sufficiently bniught home by experts who have analysed the census 
figures and proved to the hilt, that during the last census in Bengal 
the^e W’as a good deal of bungling. The bungling was probably due 
to the fact that certain members chose not to offer any co-operation in 
the matter of the census enumerations, but whatever that may be, the 
fact remains that some community had genuinely felt a grievance that 
their numbers were in some way ])ut at a figure much low’er than what 
they ought to have been. This year, therefore, w'hen the census or- 
ganisation was under operation, submissions were ujade through proper 
channels that, so far at least this province w^as concerned, particularly 
because there is some amount of distrust as between the communities, 
attem])ts should be made to see that all the major communities are 
properly represented in the organisation for the census. We have not 
yet hud any assurance 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry; but the prayer time commences now* 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lo minutes.) 

(After adjournment,) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was drawing 
attention to various public grievances that have been expressed in 
connection with the forthcoming census operation. In that (‘onnection 
I had pointed nut how the distrust, which certain persons belonging 
to different communities, though unfortunately, bear in Bengal, haa 
found expression in demanding certain arrangements. In the city of 
Calcutta it has been claimed that for the enumeration of houses, there^ 
should be at least equal proportion of Hindus and Muslims, so that 
there might not be any undue loading of one community over the 
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other. Thereafter, it has been claimed that in order to be able to 
make different enquiries we should have the Muslims of Bengal classed 
Tinder different sects — Shias, Sunnis and Ahmedis. Correspondingly, 
the claim was made that so far as the Hindu community was concerned, 
there should either be just the same arrangement followed for all com- 
munities as during previous years, so that all the different castes and 
sects under Hindus, Muhammadans or Christians might he separately 
-enumerated or no attempt at classifying Hindus only under various 
castes and sub-castes be tried. It is reported that the Government of 
Bengal have only so far managed or on their recommendation the 
Government of India have managed to arrange the enumeration of 
Scheduled Castes only, leaving out such castes as Mahisyas and the 
like W’ho to-day for certain purposes form an important ethnological 
group in the Hindu community. We submit that there should be 
proper arrangements made for enabling the peo])le of Bengal to know 
their position duly and to have all ])o‘^sible materials tliat ina\ be 
required in connection with various iin estigat ions. Either Govern- 
ment should arrange for this tlnn-ougli enquiry or if funds do not 
permit or if there be other a<lministrative diffnulties. Government 
should not try merely to manipulate the enejuiries into a jiarticular 
type of investigation which will create further breach amongst various 
communities and further accentuate the distrust ot one community 
towards the other. 

Moreover, T would like the Hon’ble the Minister to ascertain public 
opinion properly in this connection beftjre the local bodies in Bengal 
are asked to contribute even a farthing towards tin* expense's of th(‘ 
current census. It has l>een ^minted out to me that in the various 
Census schedules as well as in the aiTangeinents tluit are being made so 
far, there is i(K)m for distrust between community and community. 
We would like an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister that they at 
any rate will do everything in their power to see that no ]M>ssil)le 
distrust may have any room and we could exf»ect at least that important 
and responsible ineinbers of various (‘ommunities would Ikj allowed 
a free scope, that is, would he allowed to co-operate freely in the matter 
of Census operations for the coming year. 

Sir, I have only one word more to observe in this connection. I 
bave got the inf(»rraation that certain officers under the Government 
of Bengal have been drafted on to the Census work. It has been 
reported to us that in the selection of such officers Government have 
not 80 far exercised sufficient care. Responsible members of the (Uvil 
Service — either the Indian Civil Service or the Provincial (’ivil S<*rvice 
— ^have not been consulted as to who would be the best persons for this 
work. Those who bave had any training in economics and statistics 
would l>e competent to undertake this kind of work ; hut on the contrary, 
persons have been chosen who have in their own administrative line 
given evidence of communal bias in their local administrative spheres- 
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Jf Government do not exercise sufficient caution in the selection^ of 
officers and if the Government of Bengal draft on unsuitable officers 
to the Census work, their work will not he easy. I expect that Govern- 
ment will take sufficient caution in this n^spect and in order that the 
Government may have some time to enable themselves to examine all 
these questions properly, they would allow my motion of circulation 
for eliciting opinion thereon to be accepted. It will not make the 
Census impossible, because I have suggested the (drculation of the Bill 
only up to the Mist December, 1940, and by the next session the Bill 
may be passed, if the House so desires, at a later stage, and if the 
Government find that their legal advisers recommend that this is within 
the jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislature. 

With these few words, Sir, I press the motion tor circulation of 
this Bill for eliciting public o])inion. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, in anticipation of 
the motion that is now' before the flouse, namely, the consideration 
of the eVnsus Bill, 1 sent a question. The question was to this effect, 
viz., what arrangements have been made lor securing correct enumera- 
tion eliminating communal prejudice and bias during the coming Census 
of the po[)ulation in Bengal and whether any new departure is going 
to be made or has lK*en recommended })y the Government ot Bengal to 
be made in the principles of enumeration in respect of the Muslims, 
the Hindus or any other section of the people of the province ^ I hoped 
Government would be fair in dealing with us and before introducing 
this Bill would come out with an answer to that (question. That would 
have clarified certain matters and the Hou bh* Minister in charge in 
that case would liave had no opportunit\ to allege that wo were labour- 
ing under misaj)prehensions. But I am sorry. Sir, that the question 
has not been replied to though it was duly admitted by you and sent 
to the administrative department for reply. Dr. Sanyal has communi- 
cated to the Houae that certain rumours are afloat that the Government 
of Bengal have conveyed to the Central Government some of their com- 
munal ideas in the matter of enumeration. Whether that is true or 
not, that has got to be elicited. Sir, if the census is to be of any 
value, it must be a correct and unbiassed enumeration. There can be 
no doubt al>out that. We understand that the principle that has been 
adopted or recommended to he adopted by the Government of Bengal 
is that in the enumeration of the Muslim population, only Muslim 
enumerators should be engaged and that in the enumeration of the 
Hindu population, only Hindu enumerators should be engaged. If 
that be the idea, I must say that it will not lead to correct enumeration 
and that the census vitiated by communal bias will be of no value what- 
soever. Gtovernment ought to accept the principle of joint enumeration 
if the census is to be reliable and of any real value. I would there- 
fore like the Bon’ble Minister in charge to state cleariy to the House 
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w^^ether that principle, namely, the principle of joint enumeration, is 
going to be accepted by the Government or not. Secondly, if the 
Government of Bengal think that there should be no enumeration of 
the Muslim population by their different sects, in that case they ought 
to accept the principle that there sliould be no eiiuiueration of the Hindu 
population by castes and sects. If in one case tliere should he enumera- 
tion by castes and sects, in the other case also tlujro 
should be enumeration by sects even if there be no castes. 1 would 
therefore request the Government of Bengal to state clearly what are 
their representations in this matter to the Central Government and 
whether they stand for joint enumeration or not and whether they stand 
for the adoption of the same princijdes in the enumeration of the 
Hindu and Muslim sections of the population (»r not. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I move that the <]\iestion may 
now be put, as nothing is said on the merits of the Bill, but only 
motives are attributed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

(Both Mr. Syed Jalaluddin ITashemy and Mr. Diiirendra Nath Dntta 
stood up and the Speaker called Mr. Hnshemy.'l 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; T will only speak for two 
minutes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I iCt there be no controversy, let us agree that in. 
Bay, about 15 minutes we will finish. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Wi 11 you please see, Sir, Uiat 
the discussion doch not g(» beyond the scope of the Bill? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may explain that the attitude of tlie Opposition 
is this: The argument is: “You want me to approve the contribution 
and therefore I have a right to say how the census should be taken. 
How can I rule it out? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The discussion is not confined to 
the question of contribution. They are biinging in things which are 
not contained in the provisions of the Bill. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I rise to support the 
circulation motion from a realistic j)oint of view'. Sir, I donH agree 
with Dr. Sanyal with regard to the statement he made and the question 
of rumours stated by him. My point is simply this. I will ask the 
Hon’ble Minister to follow me. In the Statement of Objects and 
Beaeous, the Hcw'hle Minister has clearly stated in paragraph 4; 
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'^Another object of the Bill is to provide for powers to enable Union 
Boards, etc., etc.'’ Sir, it is yet to be ascertained whether the Union 
Boards want that power at all. In the last but one sentence of para- 
graph 4 of the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it has been stated 
that the expenditure will be voluntary and will be mostly concerned 
with the relief of enumerators which are an unpaid agency from various 
out-of-pocket expenses sutdi as ink, paper, and perhaps in some cases 
boat hire. Sir, it is the duty of the Oovernmeiit to ascertain whether 
the Union Boards or municipalities want this power at all. I may tell 
the Ilon’hle the Revenue Minister that without having this power they 
are spending money for similar purposes with the consent and express 
permission of the District Magistrates and Subdivisioual Officers. 1 
may tell the House from my own personal experience that the Union 
Boards are spending union funds in the shape of voluntary contributions 
to war funds, and the most funny thing is that District Magistrates, 
Subdivisional Officers and Circle Officers are issuing receipts for the 
money contributed and giving directions to the Presidents of Union 
Boards to contribute from the union funds. In the same way, Sir, 
if the Union Boards and local municipalities want to make any volun- 
tary contributions for the (cnsus work, they can do so even without 
the power that is being sought to be conierrecl by this Bill. There- 
fore, I would re(|uest the Hon’ble Mini.Nter in charge to leave aside 
the ([uestion of j)aHsing this Bill and not thus to waste the time, energy 
and money of the provincial Government in attempting to pass this 
Bill. Sir, I belong to a Union Board and I know that that Union 
Board is spending money in tliis way in another shape and iorm, and 
they can go on doing so in this case as well. It goes without saying 
that these enumerators wdll not carry their own ink, paper and other 
things wdiile touring from village to village. Sir, the area of a union 
varies from tw^o to four square miles and it is not humanly possible for 
the enumerators 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The area varies not from two to 
four square miles but from twenty to thirty square miles. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I am speaking of my 
own Union Board : it is thickly populated and its area is about two 
square miles only. 

In conclusion, Sir, I submit that in view of what is now actually 
being done in tlie mofussil there is no need to have a Bill of this nature 
passed by the Legislature. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I oppose the introduc- 
tion of this Bill because I cannot be a parly to a census which has, as 
one of its objects, the motive to create a gulf between the different 
xsommunities living in this land. In that connection, Sir, I want to 
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make one suj^gestion and unless that suRgestion is accepted l>y the 
House, I am not going to be a party to the passing of this measure. 
The suggestion is tliat all persons living in Bengal and speaking the 
Bengali dialect should he classed as Bengalis and if any religion is to 
be mentioned, it may be done at the option of the j^eison concerned. 
But all persons living in Bengal and speaking the Bengali dialect 
should be classed as Bengalis. My idea is that all ])ersons living in 
India should be classed as one people and the diflferent languages spoken 
and the different religions professed may be recorded, if desired by 
the persons concerned, ^fy ])oint is that ^\e arc Tiulians first, and it 
should be so recorded in tlic census report. If tin’s is done, it will to 
a great extent remove the crunmunal disharmony now existing amongst 
us. But we shall be perf>etuating the slavery of the ]>eo])le am! widen- 
ing that gulf of (Munmunal disharmony if the pr(‘sent system is allowed 
to continue. And for that reason we cannot suj)port this n>casutv. 

Mr« SIBNATH BANERJEEs Sir, we have been trying so long to 
get a census of the unemployed and now is the oc(‘aHion when this can 
be done. During the last four years, by means of resolutions, questions 
and draft Bills, w^e have been trying t(» get the number of the un- 
employed, but we have failed, (jovernment have not so far done 
anything in the matter. But this is an occasion w'h(‘n something can 
easil.s be done at a minimum expeiis<*. When (jovernincnt want to 
make munieij)alities and union boards to spend nioney on the item of 
census, the most profitable w^ay of do:ng it is to find out the statistics 
of emp](»\ im*nt. I want the following tilings to be found out in the 
statistics. \\'h(‘re a man is emphn^Ml at iiresent. In whiidi places he 
w’as emplo>t‘d in the past. If not emphiyed, since wdieu unemjiloyed 
Wh en* he was employed hidore. For what period he was tunjiloyed. 
What he was <*ariiing before. What he is capable of doing. What 
training — ai-ademie. mechanical and industrial- he has received. 
These are the taels tliat must he a.scertained and then only it will be 
possible to do something for the unemployed. At present everybody 
knows there is unemp]o\ inent, hut nobody know.s tin* extent of it and 
all the iniairels, < einniunal quainds, piovineial quarrels, if properly 
analysed, at the root we will find it is mostly the (luestion of unemploy- 
ment and therefore if we want to remove either the provincial problem 
or the communal problem, the first essential thing is to get the number 
of employed and unemployed and those who are not employed where 
they could be employed. 

With these words I support the circulation motion so that proper 
attention may be given to this aspect of the question. 

Hoii’bla Sir BiaOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. Sir, this is a very simple Bill and the object 
has been clearly explained. We have got three objects, namely, to 
21 
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make the Calcutta Corporation and other municipalities, the population 
of which is over 5,000, to contribute towards the cost of census on 
the same basis as they did on the previous occasion. Secondly, to give 
a power of voluntary contribution to municipalities the population of 
which is below 5,000 and also to union boards to make a contribu- 
tion of not more than lis. 10 for meeting certain out-of-pocket expenses 
of enumerators and others employed on (ensus oi)eration8. Thirdly, to 
enable the district boards to earmark a portion of the contribution w’hich 
they may make io the union boards for this particular purpose. These 
are the three objects of this Bill. 

Now, this Bill does not seek to introduce any new principle. 
As a matter of fact, the local bodies had been contributing 
towards the imperial census from the first census. (Dr. Naunaksha 
Sanyal : Imperialism is dead now.^ The change in the Government 
of India Act has made census a central subject and the local bodies a 
provincial subject and that is why it has become necessary to introduce 
this Bill, because we cannot now authorise or ask the local bodies to 
contribute by issuing a notification under section 15 ot the Census Act 
of 1939. 

The Calcutta Corporation, the principal local l>ody, has already 
agreed to contribute on the same basis as in 1931. The Estates and 
General Purposes Committee scrutinised this matter and the Corpora- 
tion ratified the resolution of the Estates and General Purposes Com- 
mittee agreeing to contribute to the extent of 50 per cent, of the cost. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sany.al: They have been bluffed by Government.) 

Sir, is it not a running comment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, he is parliamentary. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir BiaOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: At least when it 
is made by Dr. Sanyal, it is parliamentary. 

Sir, no new principle is sought to be introduced by this Bill. As 
a matter of fact, my honourable friends opposite agree almost un- 
animously that census is nei’essary. My honourable friend, Mr. Dutta, 
however does not agree. According to him the object of census is only 
to bring about communal disunity and to accentuate communal 
differences. 

Sir, Dr. Sanyal has said that the Government of India have modified 
the system of classification at the suggestion of the Government of 
Bengal and there has been considerable interference in the census 
operations by the Government of Bengal. I repudiate that charge. 
First of all. Sir, the Government of Bengal has not made any interfer- 
ence in the census organisation or system. On the other hand, the 
Government of Bengal insisted that the old classification of Hindus by 
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castes should be maintained. The Government of India said that they 
were not prepared to continue that system. The Government of 
Bengal, therefore, agreed to contribute towards the additional cost 
that might be incurred for the purpose and the old system is going to 
be maintained. So, my friend should have no apprehension on that 
ground. 

As regards the question put by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, I 
was going to reply to that yt‘sterdny, but unfortunately we were very 
much pressed for time yesterday and so that (piestion could not be 
replied. That would have made everything clear on the lines of what 
I have just stated. 

As regards the suggestion for appointment of joint enunieralors, /.c., 
Hindus and Muhammadans together, it i.** one of the jjoints that has 
been brought to the notice of the Government of Bengal, and I may 
observe that Government propose to make that suggestion to tho 
Government of India. (Kai Harkndra Nath Chaudhuri : Joint 
enumerators?) Yes, the proposal is that there should be one Hindu 
and one Muhammadan enumerator for avoiding all suspicion or mis- 
understanding about the accuracy of enumeration. In view of this 
proposal by Government, I see no justification for this motion, and I 
hope that my honourable friend will agree to withdraw it. 

Srijut HARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the system of enumeration of 
Muhammadans according to sects will be continued along with the 
Hondus? 

TN Hon’bid Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the Bengal Local 
Authorities Census p]xpenses Contribution Bill, 1940, be circulated for 
the purpo.se of eliciting opinion thereon, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Local Authorities Census Contribution Bill be taken into 
consideration, was then put and agreed to. 

Clautet 1 and 2, 

The question that clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL; Sir, 1 beg to move that in olauae 3, linea 
2-3, after the words. ''Provincial Government may'’ the words "after 
consulting the municipality" be inserted. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I oppose thia 

ameridirient, because if the discretion is left to the Government of 
Bengal, they will certainly lake into consideration the financial aspect. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I beg to move that in clause 
3, in line 3, after the word “prescribed” the following words be 
inserted, namely : — 

“but not exceeding ten per cent.” 

I also beg to iiu»ve that in clause 3, in line (I, for the figures “3,000” 
the figures “23,000” be substituted. 

With regard to No. 9 mv proposal is very simple. In clause 3 of 
the Bill it lias been provided that the Provincial Government may 
direct any portion as may be prescrib(‘d of the e.\penses connected with 
the taking of the c-ensus in any municdpal area having a population of 
5,000 jiejsoiiN or over to be charj^ed to the municipal fund. In the 
case of tlu' (Calcutta (hirporation a limit has been given, but in the 
case of B(‘ngal municipalities it has not been stated how much from 
the municipal fund should be contributcal towanU tin* (‘Xjienses of the 
C(‘usus. IVom the wordings of clause 3 it niav be taken that the 
municipalities of Bengal may be asked to contiibutc more than one- 
half of the e.\i)ens(‘s connected with the census operation. 3\) my mind 
that will be unlair. If and when the Calcutta ('orporation will be 
asked to contribute oO ptU’ cent, of the ex])ensi‘s, the Btmgal muni- 
cipalities should not be directed to pay more than 10 p(‘r cent. We 
are all aware that the Bengal municijialities are all jioor municipalities. 
For uant ol money they cannot carry on their work propt*rly ; and many 
inunii'ijialitics ari‘ running their administration with financial diffi- 
culties. Whenev(‘r they will be directed by the Provincial Govern- 
ment to contribute anything, they will find it extremely difficult to 
pay. Ho^\ever, Sir, when they are tti pay a portion of the expenses, 
it is just fair that they should not be reijuired to pay more than 10 per 
cent. 1 therefore hopt‘ tlial m> amendment No. 9 should be accepted. 

Then, Sir, with regard to my amendment No. 11 I want to say that 
no munieipulity having a population of less than 23,000 persons should 
be directed to pay the expenses. Sir. 1 find in the Government publi- 
cation about the municipalities in Bengal that out of 118 muni- 
cipalities, only 9 municipalities have got a population of 5,000 and 
less and the rest of 109 municipalities have got a population of over 
5,000. Practically all the municipalities will be required to pay for 
census. I come from a municipality with a population of about 25,000 
and 1 know' the financial condition of that municipality. That muni- 
cipality is not in a position to pay a single farthing for expensea other 
than those which it is normally required to incur. Such is the case 
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[ hope the members of this House, and especially the memb<*rs of the 
Coalition Party who have some idea about the mufassal municipalities 
will realise the situation that will be created if this Bill is passed into 
law and will sympathise with and support my motion that no muni* 
cipality having a population of 2o,000 persons and less should be 
directed to contribute towards the expenses of e(‘nsus. My amend- 
ments are very simple and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will accept 
them. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 3, line <1, for the figures “b.OtIO” flu* figure's “15,(K)0” he 
substitute]. 

Sir. I also beg to move that in clause 3. in line 4, after the w (ird 
“expenses" the words “after taking into consideration the financial 
position" be inserted. 

3iTm, ■4? mrS 

^<fT i wi; con- 

tribution^ CT voluntary (,?fcai:6> <7rt?I ^ I 

f¥5 a TO Jitii mt? cTOH-s ^jim ’irr 

(TI m CTtiTTO 

^mtSi ?rfi; ^ i 

^*1^ fVfm 4? CT 

•fi 5TO5 CrtTs 50 4^ C*tTp^ (71 'STSl 

'«rf% 4C*14 TO ^ I 4 Pro- 
vincial Govommont otW? (TTWvfw 4=»'^ f%^ffir5 C’FVTI (TK 

^ ^5t?7r?r ^ C^trs l (TitSRT 4? =^«tl (71 'JitC’Til 

^P(TIt5i (.4lcii f^rrs 4? 

'mft 4? ?p!mT^ 4C^ i 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rifle to 

oppose all these amendnientH. As regal d.s amendment No. 9, the fixing 
of a percentage will entail a very elaborate calculation and it will he 
difficult to undertake such calculations in settling th<‘ contribution. 

Ab regards amendment No. 10, Government will take into coneiidera- 
tion the finamial position of the municipality concerned. If the 
discretion is left to Government, I do not think any injustice will be 
done to any local body. 

Ab regards amendments Xos. 11 and PI, there are 117 municipalities, 
of which only 27 municipalitie.s have population of over 25,000 and 53 
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municipalities have population of over 15,000. So if these aniendmentsf 
are accepted, a large number of municipalities will be exempted from 
the operation of this provision regarding contribution. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 3, in line 3, 
after the word “prescribed’* the following words be inserted, namely, — 

“but not exceeding ten per cent.” 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri jut Narendru Nath Das Gupta that in clause 3, 
in line 4 , after the word “expenses” the words “after taking into con- 
sideration the financial position” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 3 in line 
6, for the figures “5,000” the figures “25,000” be substituted, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Srijut Narendra Nath Das Gupta that in clause 3, 
line (), for the figures “5,000” the figures “15,000“ be substituted, 
was then put and lost. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that the 
following further pnu’iso be added to clause 3, namely: — 

“Provided that the exjienses referred to in this section shall not 
include any portion of the salaries and allowances of any 
officer connected with census operations whose services are 
not recpiired exclusively for the municipal area concerned.” 

Sir, I also beg to move that the following further proviso be added 
to clause 3, namely: — 

“Pr(»vided that the exjienses referred to in this section shall not 
include any expenses other than out-of-pocket expenses of 
the enumerators, such as ink, paper and travelling allow- 
ances.” 

Sir, from the Bill it is not clear what will he the probable expenses 
incurred for the purpose of census within a municipal area and what 
will be the iU^ms of expenditure, whether the salaries of the big 
officers of the Central Government will be charged as expenses to be 
paid by the municipality or only those of the local oflScers. But it 
appears from the wordings in clause 3 that all expenses incurred, 
whether it is before or after the commencement of this Act, connected 
with census in any municipal area, not only the salaries of highly 
paid officers but also the salaries of all officers connected with cenauB 
operations, their travelling allowances, house allowances and other 
expenses may he charged as expenses iii(‘urred in connection with 
census operations and the municipalities will be asked to contribute 
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major portions thereof. My objection is that all such expenses should 
not be charged as expenses for conducting census operations in the 
municipal area. The municipalities should be asked not to pay any 
portion of expenses other than certain enumerated expenses not includ- 
ing any portion of the salaries and allowances of any officers connected 
with census operations whose services are not rc^quired exclusively in 
their areas. There may be many servants of the Census Department 
who will do work of many municipalities. My submission is that the 
municipalities should not he asked to contributt‘ towards the salaries 
and allowances of any sin h officers. The miinif ipalities may be asked 
to contribute to the exf»enses of those officers only whose services will 
be required exclusively for the census work in tlieir respective areas. 
So, I submit that it is a very reasonable proposition and that it should 
appeal to the members opposite, to whom nothing has appealed up till 
now. I hope that this amendment will be accepted. 

With regard to amendment No. IG, I submit that no expenses 
except the out-of-j)0(k('t expenses (d enumerators such as ink, |>aper 
and travelling allowances should be charged against any municipality. 
Sir, the municipalities may be prepared, as Mr. Ilasliemy has just now 
suggested, to contribute towards the expenses of poorly paid enumera- 
tors so far as their expenses such as contingencies and travelling allow- 
ances are concerned. The municipalities may be asked to pay that only 
and not to pay any money beyond those limited items of expenses. 

I hope that iny amendments will be found reasonable and will be 
accepted by Government. 

The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am afraid 

these amendments are ver\ unieasonuble and so I have to oppose them. 

lirst of all, I may assure my honourable friend that it is never 
the intention that the salaries of (iovernment officers should be covered 
by these contributions. As a matter of fact, it was never the practice 
in the past, and it is not going to be the practic.e in the future. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Where is the guarantee P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; That is the 
assurance we have got from the Government of India, and I repeat 
that assurance here. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then, should he not give me 
the assurance? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He does not give you. He gives the assurance 
on the floor of the House. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Some portion o^ 
the salary of Government servants who may be employed on enumera- 
tion may have to be charged to this contribution. That is so far as 
amendment No. 15 is concerned. 

As regards amendment No. 16, Sir, if the honourable member’s 
amendment is accepted, it will limit the contribution for only parti- 
cular purposes and there are certain contingent expense's which will not 
be jKiHsible to meet out (d llicsc contributions. So, I opjiose the 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the following 
fur; her proviso be added to clause 3, namely: — 

“Provided that the expenses referred to in this section shall not 
include any portion of Uie salaries and allowances of any 
office! connected wdth census operations whose scrvites are 
not required excdusively for tl)e municipal area concerned.*’ 

was then put and lost. 

Id'e motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the following further 
pjoviso be added to clause 3, namely: — 

"Provided that the expenses referred to in this section shall not 
imdude any expenses other tlian o\it-of-pocket expenses 
(d the enumerators, .such as ink. pa])er and travelling 
allowances.” 

was tfien put and lost. 

The question that clause 3 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill was also put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall now take up items ‘^6 and 27. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 5, in lines 3 to 5, for the expression beginning with the word 
“direct” and ending with the word “area,” the words “at the time 
of making a grant to any union board within its area direct that aqy 
portion of such grant” be substituted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 5, in lines 3 to 5, for the expres- 
sion beginning with the word “direct” and ending with the word 
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‘‘shair’ the words “at the time of makinpr a grant to any union board 
within ite area direct that a sum not exceeding ten rupees out of such 
grant raay^* be substituted. 

Sir, if my amendment is accepted, clause 5 will read as follows: — 

Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing sections or 
in any enactment or rule in regard to local or union funds, any district 
board may, if it thinks fit at the time of making a grant to any union 
board within its area, direct that any jiortion i>f the grant may bo 
spent in Tueeting any expenses incurred in ('onn<i<*ti(m with the taking 
of the census within the imion. 

What I aim at is that the district board should not direct a union 
board to pa\ a eont riluition out of the antiual grant made b\ tin* district 
board. What hajipeiis generally is that district boards make annual 
grants to union boards and the union boards frame their budget accord- 
ing to the amount of th<‘ annual grants received. Whcui already they 
have trained their budgets, the\ should not be asked to pay any 
expenses towards the census operation out of the annual grant given 
by the distrii't boards. What 1 submit is that the district board may, 
at the lime oi making tin* grant, din*ct that the uniim board concerned 
should pa,N a certain poiiion out of the grant towards the expenses of 
the census opiTation. so tliat the union Iniard may know wliat portions 
would be available to the union board for sjiending for their own 
purjioses. My amendment is very simple atid it is only fair that such 
a direction should be there instead of a general direction. 

Then, Sir, with regard to m\ amendment No. 27, 1 submit that it 
has been provided in this Bill that no union board ma\ pay more 
than U.S. 10. 'I' lie district hoard also should not direct a union board to 

pay more than Hs. 10. After all the district board money realised in the 
shape ot road and public works ce8S(*s is meant for the benefit of the local 
people so far as roads and public works matters are concerned. I 
submit that that money should not be spent for other such purposes as 
should fall under tlie jurisdiction of the Govitii merit of India. Sir, 
my requests are very simple indeed, and I hojie the Houm** will accept 
them. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Mr. Biswaa 

wants to limit the discretion of the district Iniards. I think that a 
general direction is much better than a direction in a restricted form 
as suggested by Mr. Biswas. Sir, I oppose* the amendments. 

The motions that in < lause 5, in lines 3 to 5, for the expression 
beginning with the word “direct’" and ending with the word “area," 
the words “at the time of making a grant to any union board within 
its area direct that any portion of such grant" be substituted; 
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and that in clause 5, in lines 3 to 5, for the expression beginning* 
with the word “direct** and ending with the word “shall/* the words 
“at the time of making a grant to any union board within its area 
direct that a sum not exceeding ten rupees out of such grant may/* be 
substituted, 

were then put and lost. 

The question that clause 5 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

' ClaiLse 6, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I draw \our attention to 
the fact that clause G (c) gives the rule-making power to Government 
in any maUer for wliirh there is no provision or insuttieient provision 
in tliis Act and for whicli provision is, in the oi)inion of the Provincial 
Government, necessary for giving (dVcct to ihe ])ur})oses of this ActP 
Sir, it is never i>enni«sible to give jiower to (iovernment in making 
rules with regard to matters wdiich are be>ond tlie provisions of an 
Act. 1 seek your protection at least in this respect, as here Government 
propose to take a power which is not even eontemj)lated l).\ any provision 
of this Act itself. I would submit that tl)e llon bli* Minister in charge 
should think twice before taking such a step. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I only iormallN move my 
motion that clause 6 (2) (c) be omitted. The reason has been practically 
given by Dr. Sanyal. I only submit that the power wanted is vague 
and wide. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am 
afraid 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I have raised a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All that I can say is it looks a dangerous clause. 
There is no doubt about that, but I cannot say tliat it is ultra vires. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I was 
going to submit that this sub-clause (c) has to be read with the words 
“The Provincial Government may make rules to carry out the puiqmses 
of this Act.” So, I think that should remove all apprehensions of my 
honourable friend Dr. Sanyal, because Government are not suggesting 
that they should be invested with rule-making powers for purposes other 
than for carrying out the object of this particular Act. I oppose this 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar that clau.se 6 (2) (c) be 
omitted! was then put and a division called. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The matter has been discussed amongst our- 
selves. If the House agrees, the Hon’ble Minister is prepared to delete 
the words “no provision or” in clause 6 (r). (Cries of “Yes, yes.”) 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that clause 6 (2) (c) be 
omitted was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move this short notice amendment that in clause 6 (2) (r), in line 1, 
the words “no provision or” be omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 6, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Prcd nihlr. 

The (|Ucstion that the Ibcambb* .stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that tlie Bengal Lncal Aut limit (huisus Kxpenst's Contiibution 
Bill. 1940, as settled in the AsM*mbl\, be passed. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, on behalf of my parly, I 
consider it my duty to lodge my protest against this Bill being passed 
into law. B,\ this Bill, this TiCgislature is called upon to sanction 
a ineasuie which seeks to take oft a very big portion of the burden of 
the Government of India and to transfer it to the sh(»ulders, the weak 
and unfit shoulders, from the economical point of view, of the local 
authorities in this province. It is perfectly well known that the local 
authorities in Bengal are almost starved to an e.xtent which it will 
not be possible for any local authority in any other country to contem- 
plate. They cannot discharge their ordinary functions; they cannot 
bear the burden of meeting the demands of their rate-payers. But 
to-day the Government of Bengal comes forward with a proposal that 
the Government of India should he relieved of their statutory burden 
and that burden should be transferred to the shoulders of local bodies 
in this province. J do, on behalf of our party, enter rny emphatic 
protest against this attempt on the part of Government. Government 
are anxious to augment their own sources of revenue by enacting a 
Sales Tax Bill. At the same time, in the same breath, they come 
forward to burden the local authorities with charges and costs which 
are certainly not theirs under the law. At an earlier stage in the pro- 
ceedings, we raised the question that it would not be competent for this 
Legislature to enact this Bill. You, Sir, ruled that it was competent 
for this Legislature to go into this matter and to enact this Bill into 
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law. To that decision we bow\ but, at the same time, we do say tbai 
it will not be without any protest from this side that we shall allow 
this Bill to be enacted and placed on the statute book. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister has stated before this House 
that Ihe (.\)r]»()ration of Calcutta has passed a resolution making a volun- 
tary offer of contributing^ to the census oi)erations in Calcutta. If this 
Bill had leit it to tlie local autlu»rities t(» arrive at volantarv resolutions 
making such offers as the (h»rj)(»iati<ui of Calcutta, as T mentioned just 
now, lias done, that would have l>e(*n a different inatt«*r. This Bill, 
however, enijiower^ the L(»e:il (ioverniiicnt to coin])el the local autho- 
rities to make contrihutmiis tor earr\in^- out census ojierations in those 
particular areas, (hir local authorities are starv(‘d to an extent that it 
is impossihle i(» eontem})late. I know that various bodies under the 
(lov(‘rniuent of India always resent heinjj taxed by tlie local autho- 
rities. I would remind this Hou.se of the provisions of section 185 of 
the Indian Uailways Act which enacts that without a notification of 
the (lovcrnimmt of India no tax(‘s can la^ Icvn-d by any local authority 
upon the Hailw'avs. So much burden is taken oft tlie shoiililers of tbe 
Railways, and th(* jmblic bodies aie erijijilcd to that extent from the 
financial point of view. Even to-da\ the Hi}^’h Court has passed a 
judj^meiit holding: t])ai tin* Bailways are not liabb* to j)a\ tor the Fire 
Bri^rade in Calcutta, Howrah and tin' nci^^^hbmirinj; municipalities. 
In this way tlie burdioi ot tlo* ( ioverimiciit of India, ihc byitiinate 
burd<m which tin* local autlioiities can iniposi* upon them, has been 
taken tnmi tin* slioulders c.f thc^o authorities undiT the (Tovi'rriment of 
India. And to-day the (iovernmeni oi Ibrn^ral comc.^ forward with this 
Bill in ordi'r to take off' a furth«*r c(uisid<‘rable portion of the legitimate 
finaneial burden from tbt* slioubbo- of the (jovernment of India and 
to impos<* that burden cm tbe shoulders o1 tho i11-f(‘d, half-starved local 
authorities in this province. Sir. we leeoid our strongest jirotest against 
this arbitral \ and ill-eom cived measure. 

Maulvi GIASUDDIN AHMED : C^VP\ ^ 

^ CvTC^ ^ I C^9P\ ^ 

(7T ^ 1 Census Oi ^ 

Central Govoniment^ii? | Centra! Government 

^ ^ ^ ^ I 

i r SPfffH Oi tax ^ Tr?n «r- 

m I ^ 

<4^ CTtr# WFi Oi 'SfDnr 

^ i ^ (TfWs (75fW6 ^ 

fktyi wsn o^ Sbfbt ^r5t??r ^ oMttRi 
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(?FtrS ^ I utR Prvi from 

'<3 wyi ipm (7fTr$ ^ i ^ ^ 

I ^Central Govenimeiit^^ 

^liU^ tax^^ Tnm c^^tr# ^ 

^ ^ ^ I '5to<R«T> Central Governmont^^f 

^rC^ agreement ftRl ':^R<n ^ I frs 

C^T^US (R Central Govern mentiil^ agreement vi)? Houae(7^ 

confidenceij C^m %T I ftTOl ^ I 

vilt ^ ^rt#t 

^ I ? '<i3^ ^vfi c^t^ ^ 1 (R Sales Tax Bill 

'siRl C^tr^ ^5TU5 taxi]^ gvf^ tax -inHH Tmi 

^ C^tC^ I ^ 4<l'oR =^ ^ I ^sfRR 

C^ ^ ^ Ol ^®rrR ceususij^ 

^ ^n I C^ensiis^^ ^vfg I C^1<3C\i» (R 

Centra] Government ^ I Central GovernmentJ3^ TtC^ 

f% ^ ^ I ’Rf^ C<ff^v5 ^ <7T =5^t;5TR 

^r^PlRR^t 0^ tax fes ^TT^ I ^TTfii ^vn 

'qRtc^ f^Rf^ RcfTPrsi C^T^ 1 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 oppose tiiivS motion. 
This Jlill , wliK’h has b(*(‘ii l(*riiuMl “The Bengal Local Authorities (/ousus 
Expen>('N Contribul ion Bill”, iniglit have more correctly beiui termed 
“Bengal Local Bodit‘s Taxation liill” to really characterise its true 
nature. This ses>iori has been marked by the passagt^ of a number of 
Taxation Bills. We find that the (iovernment of Bengal has come 
before this House \>itli tho.se taxation measures knowing and pleading 
that the (iovernment is tottering on the verge of financial collapse and 
therefore. Sir, it wanted more money and came forward with the 
notorious Sales Tax Bill. It came with a Petrol and Motor Spirit Tax 
Bill. 1 do not know whether it is going to come forward wdth a 
Liquor Spirit Taxation Bill. I'rohably that will be left out of the 
pale of their legislative efforts and performances. The Ministry has 
been so intoxicated with Taxation after Taxation Bills that it now comes 
forward with another — this present Bill, Local Bcxiies’ Taxation 
Bill, as X have called it, under the camouflage title of the Bengal Local 
Authorities Census Expenses Contribution Bill. The Government 
came forward and said that it must have a Sales Tax Bill passed and 
that Sales Tax must be paid by the general consumers, by the workers, 
by the public in general with a view to make up the financial deficits 
of the Government. Taxation forced upon the people due to no fault 
of theirs, but wholly and solely on account of deficits brought about 
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by the financial bunglings of an incompetent Ministry, which now 
come forward with yet another Bill to tax all local bodies in the 
province. We are very well aware that during the last one year since 
the War broke out, the income of the people has not been increased. 
We know, Sir, on the contrary, that the income of the people which 
rests chiefly on the price of jute has gone down. It has gone down so 
low that the only (jomniodity which can bring some income to the homes 
of the people in general in the form of money exchange value lies 
absolutely inert and without the least value being realised in retiim 
for the cultivation of the crop for which they had incurred expenses. 

Now, Sir, w'hy does this incompetent Ministry fail to take any 
measure to increase the income of the people in Bengal and come 
forward with Taxation Bills after Taxation Bills and try to extort more 
and more money from the people in general despite tlie fact that their 
income has been diminished to the least possible scale. It is inviting 
disaster for the province, it is inviting rebellion and revolt from tbe 
province. The hectoring members of the Ministry whose notoriety 
is not confined only to the province hut the notoriety of some of whom 
has attained an all-India fame, must know that the people being tired 
of Bills after Bills of taxation may re.sort to some form of disturbance. 
You are not raising the income of the people but at the same time you 
are trying to extort money from them and thereby you are driving 
them to desperation, you are driving them to rebellion against taxation. 
They should remember that the whole of Bengal wdll rise in rebellion 
against this continued influx of taxation. The day is not far off w'hen 
we shall see the fall of these hectoring Ministers who are getting into 
the habit of bullying and browbeating the people and throwing 
challenges ufttT challenges. This .session will be memorable in the 
course of the w’hole term of this Legislature a.s tlie session of organised 
looting of the people of Bengal, and epidemic of taxation measures. 
From point of vieyir of the disastrously falling income of our people, 
Government ought to have been ashamed to bring this Bill forward in 
this House. 

In this Bill, Sir, another thing deserves our attention. The 
principles on which census figures have tn be collected are not deter- 
mined by this House. The people of this province and this House 
in particular were not at ail consulted with regard to the data which 
should be collected in the course of the census. Sir, census that 
comes once in a d'ecade involving tremendous expenses, involving 
colossal labour, might be rendered useful if proper data were 
collected which would help Bengal, which would help the 
people in general, to collect information scientifically by 
whi(^' they can dome to grips with many problems and the basis 
of ihiur solution about which they are in utter darkness at the 
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•present moment. For instance, my friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee has 
pointed out a number of thinj^s on which we require data, we require 
figures and we require materials. On these the House was not con- 
sulted. For the last four years we have l)een hearing almut promises 
of schemes, nation-building schemes to open up a new era of 
prosperity for the j)rovitU‘e, but we have so far seen not a single step 
taken by the Government uf Bengal to give effect to any scheme. If 
the Government ot Bengal really aiid 8in(‘erely want to (‘ome to grips 
with the real problems of the whole province, they must have data. 
Sir, in the course of the la^ct four years, (iovernment has shown 
neither the readiness to give time nor the inclination to come forward 
before this House for any measure, for any grants, which will enable 
them to collect the data which are needed for the reconstruction of 
Bengal. On that score, the Government has received criticisms. I 
think the flovernmeiit of Bengal confess in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that at the request of the Government of India the 
Government of Bengal agree to co-operate by forcing another taxa- 
tion mefisure on the l<»c>al bodies. Surely, Sir, this communicatiou 
from the Government of India must have been received a considerable 
time ago. Tlie Government of Bengal had time enough to ponder 
over the problems raised in this House. Why did not the Govern- 
ment of Bengal make a reference to this Housed Why did not they 
come forward with a view to consult the wishes of this House or with 
a view to get suggestions of this House as regards the data which this 
House should consider useful to obtain? Sir, the Government of 
Bengal have no hand in the planning of the census figures. 
That is dictated and determined by the high British poli- 
tics and the dwarf little Government of Bengal reach 
nowhere near the directing brains of fhe high politics 
of British Imperialism w^here they design all their black 
schemes. They always collect data, they always collect statistics and 
they always move with a set purpose. This House has been treated 
as a pantomime show with a view to give effect to the wishes of the 
supreme powers behind the Government of India and the forces 
behind them which are operating from behind the scenes in a 
sinister fashion. Here we find that every means is adopted with a 
view to take and collect statistics in such a fashion that they can 
create the maximum of difficulties and disruption for our people 
with a minimum of gain or no good result. With a view to come to 
grips with the problems of Bengal, for instance, in respect of those 
things which Mr. Sibnath Banerjee thinks will be useful, I venture 
to say that every member of this House, Coalition and the Opposition 
alike, every member in every public body, would volunteer to give 
free labour to ascertain facts and figures if the Government came 
forward and gave a lead. They have not done scj. This shows that it 
is a rruthi fide measure of taxation. There is no denying the fact that 
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to-day they have come forward as tools in the game of the Govern- 
ment of India to collect materials which will divide us all the more.' 
Every Hindu, every Muslim, every inliabitant of Bengal able to worjc, 
needs some form of labour. He needs certain food to eat ; he needs 
certain clothes to wear; he needs certain dwelling facilities required 
for a healthy human being. Sir, if we approach the question from 
that human and scientific standpoint, then all these calculations, 
whether a man is a Shia or a Sunni, a Hindu or a Muslim — these 
are sinister and designed artifices — become useless. We need to plan 
out how to give employment in the people; we need to plan out what 
numbei' of pe()j)le precisely w'ill want employment and we need to 
find out w’liat technical experts are available amongst us. These 
things are suppressed and not even call(‘d tor. There is no place, 
whatsoever, in the columns of the census books which are to be filled 
up, for these things. Instead of that we find that the record of the 
numb(‘r of persons and of other rubbish are taken in the jireparation of 
our census. Sir, it is no goKid counting the heads of our ptxiple like 
the counting (d heads of the dumb driven cattle. If the gentlemen 
on the other side of th(‘ House are so eager to d(‘scend themselves to 
the level of the dumb diiven cattle, then they ma\ do so, but I ask 
them to relieve i\s from being a party to it; I ask them in the interests 
of the jieople of Bengal, in the interests especially of the rural people, 
not to have a census taxation of this nature. Moreover, the census 
relates to au administration over whi(’h we have no control. In these 
circumstances, this Bill, I consider, is a highly undesirable Bill to 
be brought before this House, and this House should have no hesita- 
tion in rejecting it. I^ot the Government take all side.s of the House 
into their eontidenee and set up its own machinery for collecting the 
figures that are really needed for the real uplift of Bengal. But 
there is absolutely iio sense in our paying small contributions out of 
the funds of our poor local bodies. Bengal can pay lakhs, nay, even 
crores, bf rupees for the real benefit of the children of the soil. When- 
ever the Government came forw’ard for money for such purposes, 
tbey have got it. Bengal never lagged behind in providing Govern- 
ment with money for beneficent measures. But in spite of that, 
there lias been a failure on the part of GovtTiiment to tackle the 
great problems which are now facing us; and the Government which 
has thus proved itself to be incompetent has now become definitely 
mischievous — a Government which in spite of imposing additional 
taxes cannot even adequately tackle the devastations of malaria. 
Only in the last session on the floor of this House questions were 
asked about the epidettiic of malaria which then broke out in several 
districts. The HonTde Minister said, “Yes, some information has 
been received and Government are considering the matter”. Several 
months have passed since then, but nothing adequate has been done 
and perhaps the Ministers are not even aware of the terrible eflFecfc 
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•of such devastations. Nothing is done by this Government, Sir, so 
far as the real benefit to the people is conoerued, the local bodies are 
already left with inadequate resources to tackle these problems, and 
now these local bodies will be forced as a result of this measure to 
inake contributions to the Government of India, and not having been 
able so long to tackle these problems owing to inadequate resources, 
they will now be far less able to do so. In all humility to the 
Hon'ble Ministers, Sir, I suggest to them and to the members opposite 
to take note of the activity of the Government of India at the present 
moment in the matter of cattle census. Oovernment know and 
probably many of my honourable friends opposite know that the 
Government of India is taking all kinds of cattle census in India as 
well as statistics of our agricultural produce. The Government of 
India directed the counting of domestic animals and at its direction 
statistics have been collected as to the number of chicken, the 
number of goats, the number of cows you possess as also the quantity 
of potato you produce in every village. It may be that the Govern- 
ment of India is doing this with a view to assessing the resources of 
the countrs* for the purpose of rationing for its trooj)s, for it is 
visualizing a prolonged war. And the Govtuiinn'iit of India is 
spending all the money required for this. The Government of India 
can s])end hundreds of crores of rupees for its own purpose, and how 
is if that it cannot find a few thousand rupees for the ])urp()se of its 
census operations ^ The Govt‘rnmcnt of Bengal, know’ingly and 
deliberately, I say, has become a party to the8<* machinations and 
misdeeds of the Government of India wdth a view U) impose unneces- 
sary additional taxation on the people. These are some of the aspects 
of the Bill which cannot escajw) our attention, and thoH<* members, 
who vote for this Bill after being fully aware of all these implica- 
tions, take upon themselves a heavy responsibility. They must 
remember that they will have to be answerable to the people and to 
their constituencies and to their own conscience about the part they 
have played with regard to this Bill. 

Through you, Sir, I appeal to the House that this Bill should be 
thrown out and I make bold to take it upon myself to assure the 
members opposite on behalf of the'rnembt^rs on this side of the House 
that if Government come forward with another Bill with regard to 
the collection of census materials — a laudable object indeed — this 
House will give its wholehearted support to it; and this House will 
surely grant money as adequately as possible to meet all such 
expenses. Sir, let there be co-operation, let there be a united and 
combined effort, with a view to effecting real nation-building ; but do 
not play the second fiddle to the Government of India and bring 
nunation to the people of Bengal for which this Ministry stands at 
the bar of Bengal’s public opinion, answerable to the people of Bengal 
as a whole. 

22 
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Sir, I record my strongest opposition to the passage of this Bill • 
through this House. 

(At this stage, Mr. Speaker was on his legs and actually putting 
the motion to the vote of the House, when Mr. Kslietra Nath Singha 
rose up and spoke as follows.) 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINCHA: Sir, 1 was on my legs but 
without casting your eyes io our side you rose up and straightway 
began to put the motion to the vote of the House. Sir, we have 
always been ignored, but I want to know' wi!*, we have thus always 
been ignored. We are very much eoneerned witli this matter, and 
you are gt)iiig to do an injustice to us by denying us to give an 
expression to our feelings on this vexed question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. (Question has been put and I will 
now put the motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. Mr. Singha was on his legs 
and you may allow* him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T would have done it but for the statement 
which Mr. Singha has made. I refuse to do it now. As a matter of 
fa(*t, their group never takes any opportunity. Last day I called out 
his name and he was then looking calmly on the other side. I could 
not help it 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I ask you to relent on this 
occasion and not consider the statement of Mr. Singha? 

Mr, SPEAKER: I W’ould have been ndenting but for the fact 
that it seems there is a lurking impression on that community that 
they are suffering, that everybody is there with a view to suppress 
them and it seems their attitude is also reflected here. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On this occasion by your deci- 
sion you can show that they are not sulTering. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, I allow on this occasion. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINCHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose the Bill. In opposing the Bill T am not going to speak big 
things like my friend Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, neither I am speaking 
about the general condition of things. Neither I am speaking about 
the Hindu or Muslim question or the question of appointing enu- 
merators or supervisors or some other persons. Sir, I must limit my 
speech to our own condition of the Scheduled Castes people. 
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Sir, I will just mention the various cases of injustice done to the 
Scheduled Castes of Bengal. When the first census was taken in 
1872, one Mr. Risley under the influence of the Bengali Pandits or 
somebody else put Rajbanshis amongst the hill tribes. We are glad 
to know we come from the hills; we would have been glad even if we 
came from Centra] Asia or from Jhdshevik Russia. But unfortunate- 
ly our position is this, that we live under the hills an<l not above the 
hills. Sir, after that a movement was set on foot by Rai Sahib 
Panchanan Barma to write Khatriya in brackets after Bajbanshi, 
but that wa> n(>t approved — under whose influence ue do not know. 
Now, Sir, ever\ community claims that the\ should be wrilteii as 
Khatriya^. Jliallos jsiiy the\ must be written jw Khatriyas; Mallos 
say tliey must be written as Khatrixas; INuindias say they must be 
written as Khatriyas, and Bagdis also s;i\ that they must be written 
as Khatriyas and we also tried to write our name as Khatri\as. But 
what is the condition? We .sent deputation after deputation to 
Government for writing our name in the schedule of Khatriyas and 
even, Sir, in some cases the communities wanted that their real names 
should be put first and Khatriyas should be written inside brackets. 
But that wa.s not accepted — why. we do not know. 

If Government i.s rea]]\ willing to help the Sclieduled Castes people, 
if Government is at all anxious to remove their difli(u]ties, thev must 
give the Scheduled ('astes people proper dignit> . There are many 
people among the Scheduled Castes wdio are real Khatriyas having 
power, energy and strength ami who are alwa>‘' prejiared to fight for 
their country to preserve its independence in dire times, and they ai-e 
still eager not onl\ to protect their own country but to remler all jiossible 
help in the present ditticullies of the British Government. But that 
was not allow’ed. We sent a deputation from the Khatriya Samiti of 
Rangpur but that was refused. I am informed, Sir, that Government 
has notified that after the word Rajbansi, “Kshatriya” within brackets, 
should not be written. In 1921 Government alloweil us to call our- 
selves Khatriyas, but the present Government, Mr. Fazlul ITuq’s Gov- 
ernment which is reigning supreme in the province, lias denied us even 
this elementary right in 1941. Wliencv<*r we jippiojieh Mr Fazlul 
Huq he a.ssures us tliat the dignity, right and everything rclaliug lo 
the Scheduled Castes are witliin hi.s mind always and that he will do 
everything in hi.s power to improve our condition from tlie present state 
of degradation. But may I ask, i.s this the way in whieli our rigljl is 
being preserved by Government? Is ihi.s the effort of Government to 
raise our condition? Simply changing the name of our community 
will not do. If all the Hindus unite and want tf» be classified as Hindus 
only, we have no objection. Indeed we want all the Hindus and 
Muhammadans to be united at some future date and try to raise the 
present pitiable condition of our country. (Cries of '*Hear, hear.*’) 
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Sir Bijoy is in charge of this Bill. I ask him what he has done for the • 
down-trodden people. What objection has he to the Scheduled Castes 
people being called Khatriyas. I^t them rise in the estimation of the 
public. Unless they do so» how can they protect the interests of the 
country and do service for the good of the country and Hindus in 
general? Unfortunately, however, I find that in every way our efforts 
are proving futile; we are always ignored, and absolutely nothing is 
being done for us. Lakhs of rupees are being spent on various matters, 
but when it is a question of spending money for our uplift there is no 
money available. In this way Rs. 5 lakhs has been spent for nothing. 

Mfe SPEAKER Mr. Singha, please try to be relevant. (Laughter.) 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINGHA: V ery well, Sir. In the matter 
of censiis also, great injustice is being done to us. In the villages 
enumerators and HUi)ervisors are being taken from the caste Hindus 
but none from the Scheduled Castes, although there is no scarcity of 
that in our community. We do not claim, of course, that all the super- 
visors and higher officers of the census organisation should be ap])ointed 
from the Scheduled Castes but even our claim for einimerators is ignor- 
ed. You are going to tax the people of this ju’ovince and on what 
ctJmlition? The condition is that the ])eople are not getting their 
proper dignity of living in the society. 

I do not want to say anything more, Sir. 1 thank you for giving 
me an opportunity to speak. We Scheduled Castes are always ignored 
because of our backwardness. We really want your help and sympathy 
and T hope that you will continue to be accommodating to us. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will I >e very glad to give you opportunities pro- 
viiled \ou make relevant speeches. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Local Authorities Census Expenses Contribution Bill, 1940, as 
settled in the As.sembly, be passed was then put and a division taken 
wdth the following result: — 

AYEI— tS. 


AM«I Atli MaataAt IN. 

AMtl Hati. Mr. Mina. 

A»««l Mttt, Mr. MIt. 

AMiI Nftkin, MaiiM. 

AMvl HaklM VlkriMiivr*, Mavivl M. 
AMHil NtMM, Mr. A. M. 

AM«I NimM Ikak. MMhri. 

AM«I KNtr, Mr. (•Nai Ul MMk). 
AMkl Majli, Mr. tyN. 

Aki«tift-AI MakMtN. Mr. 

AM«r ItakMW, Rkia iatUMlar A. F. M. 
AMir Ukmtm UNlal^Mr. 

AM«r RaitiM mtkrnm, Mr, 


AMar RtalraN. Maalvl M4. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa lakik Maaivi t. 

AMar Rattak, Maahri. 

AMai IkakaM. Maahri Mi. 

AkMar Raaa Ckaarikary. Kkaa iakaiar Maahri. 
Akal Haaala AkaMi, Mr. 

Akaai AH laayalFafI, Kkaa Sakaiar Maalaaa. 
AkMai AN Mrlika, Maahri. 

Ak»M Naaala, Mr. 

ARaaaMia Akani, Kkaa iakaiar Maahri, 
AMiaailak, Kkaa taklk Maahri. 

Aarir AH Mia, Maahri Mi. 

AikraikN, Mr. M. 
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am NMMla KM, KhM BalMtor Maalvt 
ASM AN, MmIvI. 

■■iwmUs, Mr. SfM. 

■M AH, Hr. M. 

Ml-Nsrt, MM P. N. 

MrkMyn, tir HMry, Hart. 

N fi liar , Mr. P. N. 

AMppMHa, Mr. 4. W. 

Ntark, Mr. I. A. 

PM, Mr. Aaakfll OhsMri. 

Dtt, Hai tahife KIrH ihaMa. 

PaM. Paka OaMaira Nath. 

Parhai Rasa Chtwaharf, Mr. M. 

Paalal QaaSlr, Khaa PahaSar Maalvl. 

Paalar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Myaitatiagh). 

PaaiM, Mr. t. A. 

Paraag, Mr. Dambar Slagh. 

PyMaMin AhaiM OhaaShary. AlhahJ. 

NahUflillah. tha Haa hia Naarah Pahaiar, K. at 
Paaca. 

Natsadtfla Chaadhari. Maalvl. 

Naaaaasaaaiaa, Maalvl Md. 

Nataaially daaiadar, Khaa lahih Maalvl. 
Nawkiaga, Mr. R. d. 

Haywaad, Mr. Ragara. 

Idria Ahaiad Mia. Maalvi. 

dalaladdia Ahmad. Khaa Pahadar Maalvl. 

Kahlraddia Khaa. Khaa Pahadar Maalvl. 

Kataai All MirM, Sahibsada Kawaa dah lyad. 
Raaaady. Mr. I. p. 

McPragar, Mr. p. Q. 

Malltaddia Ohaadhary, Maalvl. 

Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

Hahtahaddia Ahmad. Khaa Pahadar Maalvi. 
Maadal, Mr. Paaka Paharl. 

Maadal, Mr. PIrat Ohaadra. 


Mahial, Hr. dagail Ptohdia. 

HHaa, Mr. P. W. 

MNIar. Mr. 0. 

Mahammad AN. Khaa Pahadar, 

Margaa, Mr. P.. O.I.K. 

Masammal Nag, Maalvl Md. 

Mahammad lahagaa, Maalvl. 

Mahammad larait. Maalvl. 

Mahammad Uddlgaa, Khaa Pahadar Pr. lyad. 
MalHck. tha Naa'Ma Mr. Makaada Pahary. 
Malliak. Mr. Palia Pahary. 

Maiharraff Haaaala. tha Naa'Ma Nawah, Khaa 
Pahadar. 

Mattagavtai Hagat. Mr. lyad. 

Naiarallah. Nawahiada K. 

PaHaa. Mr. W. e. 

Rahmaa, Khaa Pahadar A. M. L. 

Raikat. tha Naa’Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Pah. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

•adaraddia Ahmad. Mr. 
labaN'Alam, Mr. lyad. 
lallm, Mr. t. A. 
larkar, Paha Madhaiadaa. 
tarajai Islam, Mr. 
lhakahaddia, Mr. Kbaraja, O.P.K. 

•hamauddia Ahmad Kbaadkar. Mr. 
lirdar, Paha LItta Maada. 
itavaa.Mr.d. W.R. 

•laalalr.Mr.d. r. 

Talal AhmH Obaadhary. Maalvl Nail. 

Walkar, Mr.d. R. 

Wardaarartb, Mr. W. 0. 

Vaaaf All Obawdbary. Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Ohaadbury.Maalvi. 


Ahdaldahhar Palaraa, Mr. Md. 

Ahdal Wahad, Maalvi. 

Aha Haaaala larkar, Maalvi. 

Abal FasI, Mr. Md. 

Ahmad Khaa. Mr. lyad. 

PaaarJI, Mr. P. 

Paaarji, Mr. latya Priya. 

Paaarjaa, Mr. lihaath. 

Parma, Paha Pramharl. 

Pass, Mr. laataah Kamar. 

Phawmik, Dr. Pabiada Ohaadra. 

Plaaras, Mr. laraadra Nath. 

Ohakraharty. Mr. datladra Nath. 

Ohaadhari, Ral Haraadra Nath. 

Das, Paha Radhaaath. 

Pas papth, Paha Khagaadra Nath. 
PasPapta,Dr.d. M. 

Pas PapU, Irllat Naraadra Nath. 

PaMa, Mr. DMraadra Nath. 

PalM, Mr. Naraadra Nath. 

Patta Masaaidar, Mr. Niharaada. 

KaMal Napaa, Kasi. 

Phaaa,Mr.Atsl Krtahaa. 

Plasaddia Ahmad. Mr. 

Papla, Hr.dagaah Ohaadra. 

Papla.Hr.d. N. 

Maaaa All Ohamdhary, Hr. lyad. 
dal M addIa N aah amy, Mr. lyad. 

The Ayeo being 95 and the 


NOES— 50. 

daaah All Majamdar, Mpalvi. 

Kamar, Mr. Atui Ohaadra. 
Kaadv.Mr.Nlihilba Nath. 

Haiti, Mr. Nikanja Paharl. 

MaJI, Mr. Adwaita Kamar. 

Majamdar, Mrs. Ntmaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Is war Ohaadra. 

Maadal, Hr. Amrita Lai. 

Maalrassamaa IslamhahadI, Maalaaa Md. 
Maphiit Nasaia. Mr. 

Makbsrji, Hr. Dhirtadra Narayaa. 
Mafchsrjts, Mr. P. 
Mallieh.IrlJalAshatash. 

Ramis addia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Ohara Ohaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr.KIsharlPati. 
laayal. Dr. Rallaaksba. 
laayal, Mr. lasaaka lakhar. 

Ma. Hr. Atal Ohaadra. 
laa-Papta, Mrs. Nallla. 
lhahadali, Hr. 

Ilagha, Paha Kahatra Nath, 
liaha, lrt|Bt Maaladra Phasaa. 
tar, Mr. Naraadra Kamar. 

Thakar, Mr. Praaiatba Raajaa. 

WaUar Rahmaa , Maalvi. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. H. A. 

foes 50 the rootioii wap agreed to. 



326 SHORT NOTICE QUESTION. [8rd Dec., 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, let the rest of the business be^ 
taken to-morrow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the Official Trustees Bill will not take 
more than five minutes. So let us finish it to-day and then let us fix 
to-morrow for the rest of the business so that we may sit from 4 to G p.m. 
and finish the whole thing. 


The Official Trustees (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I beg to introduce the Official Trustc(‘s (Bengal Aniendinent) Bill, 
1941. 

(Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

/, .'i a7}(} 4 . 

The question that clauses 1, 1, d and 4 .stand i)art of the Bill, was 
then put and agree<l to. 


/*re(i mhle. 

The question that the Breanible stand part ol the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Sir, I beg to move the Official Trustees (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1941, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


8hort Notice Question. 

Mr. BREAKER: There is just one short notice question, the an.swer 
to which may be taken as read. I shall get it circulated to-morrow. 
So far as supplementaries are concerned, they will stand over. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: If supplementary questions are 
not asked at the time the answers are read, they will become stale ami 
will have no iheauing or purpose. It is not likely I think that the 
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•Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin will return t6-morrow. Under tlie«e circum- 
stances, I think that it would he better if these questions stand over 
till the next session. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t mind. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If honourable 
members put certain supplementary questions, I will attempt to answer 
them. Government have no objection to replying to these questions, 
I am ready to reply. 

Rfli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Even HUj)plemenlnry 
questions ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: May 1 have a v,o])y ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Shall I read the 
question as well as the answer? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, please 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The question 


Hunger-strike by SJ. Subhas Chandra Bose. 

*23A. Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department J>e pleased to state 

(1) Whether Sj. Subhas (,’handra Bose has intimated to Govern- 

ment any reasons for resorting to hunger-strike. 

(2) If so, when was such intimation given, and what were the 

reasons. 

(»3) Was such intimation conveyed by any letter or letters? 

(4) If so, was any reply sent to him? If so, when? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister be j)leased to state if the Govern- 

ment have taken any other steps to ascertain the reasons 
which have actuated Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose to resort to 
hunger-strike ? 
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(6) Has Sj. Subhas Chacdra Bose complained to Government witli* 

regard to all or any of the following matters: — 

(i) that although he was arrested and detained under Rule 

129 of the Defence of India Rules in connection with 
the Hoi well Monument agitation, his detention was 
extended under Rule 26 after the expiry of the period 
of two months; # 

(ii) that although the Holwell Monument agitation was 

called off, the order of detention against Sj. Subhas 
(handra Bose was not withdrawn; 

(iit) that the order of detention has been kept in force although 
two prosecutions were subsequently launched against 
him ; 

(iv) that although a judicial order has been passed allowing 
him to be released on bail, the onlei of detention has 
stood in the way of his release on hail ; 

(r) that he has not been allowed to attend the session of the 
Indian liOgislative Assembly, to which he was duly 
summoned as a member 

(7) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to place on the table a 

copy of the correspondence that passed between the Govern- 
ment and 8j. Subhas Chandra Bose within the last two 
months ? 

(8) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if 

any, did the (xovernment take to avert the hunger-strike on 
the part of Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose? 

(9) Will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state what action, if 

any, the Government propose to take to bring the hunger- 
strike to a speedy termination ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (1) Yes. 

(2) and (d) In letters to the Superintendent of the Presidency 
Jail, dated the dOth October and 14th November, to the Home 
Minister, dated the 80th October and 8rd November, and to 
His Excellency and the Council of Ministers, dated the 26tb 
November. The explicitly stated reason was to procure his 
release; he also stated that he was protesting against the Defence of 
India legislation on the ground that it had no ethical or popular sanc- 
tion, against the application of that legislation by the Bengal Govern- 
ment in a manner showing communal discrimination and against his 
own arrest, detention and prosecution which he characterised as vindic- 
tive, illegal and inequitable. 
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(4) No. 

(6) No. 

(6) (i) to (v) Yes. 

(7) I am not prepared to do so at present. 

(8) None: because in niy opinion there was no pround for hi.s action. 

(9) None : the hon’ble member is referred to this Governinent’a 
declared policy in this respect announced in the communique, dated the 
5th September. 1939, of which a copy is placed in the library. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to the answer to 
questions 2 and 3, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate whether 
this is an accurate and exhaustive summary of the letters which had 
been sent by Mr. Subhas C’handra Hose during? the last two months or 
is there anything else in those letters? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8iNCH ROY: The letters in 
original w^ere forwarded to Government, not the summary, 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, my question is this. With 
regard to questions ( 2 ) and (3) you have stated — “In letters to the 
Superintendent of the Presidency Jail, dated the 3()th October and 14th 
November, to the Home Minister, dated the 30th October and 3rd 
November, and to His Excellency and the Council of Ministers, dated 
the 2rjth November, the explicitly stated reason was to procure his 
release; he also stated that he was protesting against the Defence of 
India legislation on the ground that it had no ethical or ]>opular sanc- 
tion, against the application of that legislation by the Bengal Govern- 
ment in a manner showing communal discrimination and against his 
own arrest, detention and prosecution which he characterised as 
vindictive, illegal and inequitable/’ Does that represent a c(»rrect sum- 
mary of the contents of his letters? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY; Yes, I believe 

80 . 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will the HoiCble Minister be 
pleased to state what is it that stands in the way of publishing the 
correspondence which has been asked for in the question put to-day P 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Government 
consider it against the public interest to do so in the present situation. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US Does the Government consider it* 
fair to summarise the contents of these letters from their point of view 
and withhold the letters as explicitly asked for in the question? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY; It is a matter of 
opinion. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Sir, I am asking whether Gov- 
ernment consider it fair or not? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Government do 
consider it fair. That is why they have given the reply in this form. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; May I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
as to what prevents the Government from publishing these letters 
in to to ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY; I have already 
stated the reasons; it is in public interest. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: ( an the Government give any 
indication as to when they expect these letters to be publi.shed? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: None whatsoever, 
Sir. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Do the Government desire to 
stick to the policy of withholding these letters while giving out their 
own summary to the Legislative Assembly? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: That is a hypo- 
thetical question which I cannot answer. 


Pending short-notice questions. 

Mr. A. M. Af ZAMAN: Mr. Speaker, shbrt-notioe 

question ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; There are two other short-notice questions which 
have been placed before the House. As the session is being continued 
till to-morrow, » these questions will be answered to-morrow. 
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I take it therefore that we meet from 4 to 6 to-morrow when these 
two short-notice questions will be answered. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have also given notice of a 
short-notice question but I have got no reply to it as yet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall try to see that the short-notice questions 
are answered, but you know I am helpless in the matter. 


Adjournmaiit. 


It being 7-30 — 

The House was adjourned till 4 p.ni. on Wednesday, the 4th Decem- 
ber, 1940, at the Assemhly House, Calcutta. 



[4th Dbc., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The AssI'IHBLY met in the AHseinhly House, Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 4th December, 1940, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the lion hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizfl Haque, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, 5 Hon’hle Ministers and 204 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Construction of metalled road from Jessore to Narail and Bongaon. 

•24. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether the schemes for the construction of metalled 
road from Jessore to Narail and from Jessore to Bongaon have been 
adopted by the Government? 

(/>) If so, will the lion ’hie Minister he pleased to state when the 
work is likely to he taken up? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandyp of Cossim- 
bazar): (a) There is no i)roposal to improve the road from Jessore to 
Narail hy Government. A j)roject to modernize the road from Jessore 
to Bongaon has been smietioned and a start is being made on the first 
Id miles from Jessore. 

(h) The work has already been taken up. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that during the rains there is no road practically speaking 
from the headquarter station of Jessore to the subdi visional town of 
Narail? 

The Hon’bit Mahartja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am aware of the miserable condition of the communication of that 
part as well as of other interior parts of Bengal. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the reply given by the 
Hon’ble Minister, will Government consider 4he desirability of adopting 
a plan so that a road may be started without any further delay? 
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, The Hon’ble Maharaja SRiSCHANDRA NANDYt af Coaaimbazar: 

We are following a definite plan in our road construction. It is 
unfortunately not possible to take up any new road scheme at the present 
moment, because the schemes which we have taken in hand will absorb 
all th(; money for some time to come. As regards the road in question, 
it has been classified as District Main by the Special Oflicer, and so it 
will have to wait its turn before the other roads of the district which 
are of provincial importance are taken up. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Uon’ble Minister please 
enlighten us whether they will entertain the proposal of any company 
if they want to undertake to prepare that road on some conditions 
favourable to them, since Government is not in a position to undertake 
it? 


Mr. SPEAKER: It pr(>blcmati( and secondly tiu* ci>nditions are 
not given here. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, tlicre are definite 
conditioiKs given an<l perhaps the llon’ble Miiiister is aware of the fact. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, tliis is a matter which it will be tor the District Hoard to consider 
in the first instance. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have considered the desirability 
of providing all districts of this province with necessary unmetalled 
roads before favouring one district wif^ a metalled road? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, Government have nothing to <lo with unmetalled roads. 


Hunger-Strike by certain prisoners in Presidency Jail detained under 
the Defence of India Rules. 

*24A. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that prisoners under the Defence of India 
Rules at present in the Presidency Jail have taken resort to hunger- 
strike ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) the reason thereof ; and 

(») the numbei of such hunger-strikers? 
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Mr. Kfiwaja SHAHABUDDIN (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khwaja"^ 

Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and (h) I refer the hoiionrable member to my 
statement ^Jurin^? the courHe of the debate on the 28th November, 1940. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, with regard to my 
question, the Minister is not here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin will reply, lie is the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Should I addn v. him as 
M inisteT-y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliaf is a matter of \()ur choice oi option. You 
nuiy address as Government 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the (jovernmeut 
pl(*ase state the ninnb(‘r of prisoners on hunger-strike in the Presidency 
Jail, in the Alifjore ^^*ntral Jail and in the I)um Diim Jailr' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Alipoie Central Jail and Dum Dum Jail are not 
here. You cannot ask that question. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Government 
please state the number ot prisoners (*n hunger-strike in Alij)ore Central 
Jail and Presidency Jail? 

Mr. SPEAKER; II ere in t1l(* question it is only the Presidency 
Jail. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: T am addintr only one. 
If you permit me, he will answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Just leave it at that. If Government make any 
further statement. I will ask you. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (6), 
that is to say, about the number of such hunger-strikers, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to enlighten us if tbe statement of the 2Slh November 
still holds gotnl? 

Mr. SPEAKER. I think I can be helpful to you in this matter. 
You can ask Mr. Shahabuddin if he has anything further to say besides 
this statement. ' 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: All ri^rlit. Sir. Has the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary got anything further to say besides the statement 
of the 28th November? 

Mr. Khwaia 8HAHABUDDIN: I have nothing lurlher to add, 
and if there is any tint her inlorniation it will he published in a 
Government conniiuniiiue. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will Gom Miinent he })leas(‘d to 
state whether, at the present time \^hen tlu* answer t(i lht‘ (|ue>tin'i is 
being given, the htatement reterreil to ilated the 2Sth No\eml)er >tauds 
true with reterenee to the number ot hunger-strikers? M\ honourable 
friend says that he has nothing further to add. Kither lie does not 
know or he is deliluu’ately suppi«*ssing facts. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: What I have said I .still stick to 
it. But if J)r. San\al wants to ha\e an\ further information, 1 must 
have notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want your attention to he 
drawn to this faid that we have definite information that the number 
of hunger-strikers has gone up. On the 2iSth November we were tidd 
that there were only If? persons who had gone on hunger-strike; to-day 
the number is niuidi higher than that. May I know the exact figure? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

If the honourable member is in posses.'^ien of tlie injoiination aliuidy, 
then what is the good in asking that? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. But I want to be ‘jui'c about it. 

Mr. Khawja 8HAHABUDDIN: The exact number is not available 
just now. For that I want notice. 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is not a (iuestiou of 
l>eing available just now. The answer is dated drd December. 

Mr. BREAKER: No it was received by us on the 2nd l)e< emher. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: All right. Sir. But 
he ought to tell us whether the answer of the 2nd De* emb*T is true or 
not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This answer is correct at least on the date of the 


auBwer. 
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Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS If the answer is to be treated as 
correct on the date when it was printed in your office 

Mr. 8PEAKER; No, on the 2nd December. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Even then we ought to get the 
latest information. If the Parliamentary Secretary who is acting in 
place of the Hon’ble Minister does not know facts, he ought to be bold 
enough to say : “I am not prepared to answer.” As far as he is con- 
cerned, I think discretion would have been the l)etter part of valour. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will Government be pleased to 
state if the number of hunger-strikers has gone upP 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As I have said already, I have 
nothing further to add. I would refei the honourable member to 
answer {b) where the answer to this (luestion has been s]>ecifically given 
If there is any further information, it will be communicated through 
a communique. 

Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: After the statement made 
by the Ilon’ble Minister on the 28th of November, several communiques 
have been published in the press in which numbers and names are given. 
To-day is the 4th of December and are we not entithnl to know from 
the Government even to-day the details asked for in the question!'' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If the Hon’ble Minister were here he could liave 
said that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case Mr. Shahabuddin 
should not have answered the question. Fools rush in where angels 
fear to tread. 

Mr. Khwtla 8HAHABUDDIN: An\ information wanted in this 
connection will be issued to the public through Government com- 
muniques, and I ask my honourable friends only to have some patience. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to (6)(t), will the 
Government be pleased to state if they have, subsequent to 28th of 
November, been in a position to ascertain more definitely the specific 
reasons that should have led to the present hunger-strike? 

Mr. Khwiia 8HAHABUDDIN: No further information has come 
to Government. 
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Df« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question is whether Govern- 
ment, after 28th November up till to-da>\ has been in a position to 
ascertain further definitely the reasons referred to in the question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; He has already said “nothinj^ further has yet 
come”. 

Dr NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Whether Government have taken 
trouble P 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Hunger-strike by persons detained in Presidency and Alipore Central 
Jails under Defence of India Rules. 

*24B. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charjij’e of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that some prisoners convicted for political offences or detain- 
ed under the Defence of India Rules and riow lodged in the Pn'sidency 
and Alipore Central Jails have intimated to Government that unh^ss 
certain grievances of theirs are removed by a certain date, they wonhl 
go on hunger-strike? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are those grievances; 

(ti) whether those grievances have been considered or removed ; and 

(iti) whether those prisoners or some of them have gone on hunger- 
strike P 

(c) If the answer to is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what are their names; 

(it) when they have gone on hunger-strike; and 

(lit) what is the present condition of health of each of the hunger- 
strikers P 

Mr. Khwtja 8HAHABUDDIN (on behalf of the Hon’Me Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): I refer the honourable member to my speech in (lie 
course of the debate in the House on the 28th November and. the com- 
munique being issued in the Press. 

23 
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Mr. SPEAKER: In \^iew of the absence of Sir f^azimuddin at a** 
time when the Assembly is sitting and the honourable members* in- 
ability to get supplementary information regarding hunger-strike, I 
would like to say that as soon as a press communique is issued and a copy 
sent to us, we will try to send it to all the members of this House. I 
undertake this much that if any important communique is issued con- 
taining information of which the public are anxious to know, we in our 
department will be quite jirepared to help (iovernnient in sending it to 
the members as soon as practicable. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: To one point 1 want to draw the 
attention of the Parliamentary Secretary, lie has a^ked the ()[)pO'‘i- 
tion to have patience. Is it really a matter, may 1 ask, in which we 
cun have patience? It is a life and death question and does he really 
ask UB to have patience until these })e()ple succumb to liun< 4 er-htrike? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. 1 want to draw the attention 
of the Parliamentary Secretary to one point. I have wanted to know 
about th(‘ grievances of the hunger-strikers oi tin* Alipore Central Jail 
in my (|uestiou. These grievances liave not b(‘en published in the 
communique. Only the grievances of the hunger-strikers of tiK‘ 
Presidency Jail were dealt with in the s])eech ot the Hon'ble Minister 
and I want to know whether Oovernment ha\c considered (*ach and 
every grievance of the hunger-strikers. 

Mr. BREAKER: I will send a copy of your (question, 1 mean this 
((uestion, to the HonTde Sir ^Naziuiuddin. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the rejdy is given already. 

It is a very specitic one. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I also want to know whether 
Oovernment have considered each and every grievance of the hunger- 
strikers of the Alipore Central Jail. 

Mr. BREAKER: The best thing I can suggest (of course this should 
not be treated as a precedent) is that if Mr. Basu on behalf of the 
Congress Party will kindly give me a note of the points on which they 
want information by way of supplementaries, I will send it to the Home 
Department. 

Dr. NALINAKStHA SANYAL: That ^ould be very much better 
than allowing somebody who does not know anything tq, reply |U> supple> 
mentariee. 
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Mr. CHARI) CHANDRA ROY: At this fita^re, Sir, may T ask the 
Parliamentary Secretary to inform this House whether Government are 
ready to issue a press eommiiuii|ue about the eoiulition of health of 
hunger-strikers? 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 

plating of issuing daily eomniuuiijue 


Sir, Goveiuimiit au' 
at pre.^elit. 


luil conteiii- 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(anawert to which were laid on the table) 

Female waiting room at Nalpur station on Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 

32. Khan Sahib 8. ABDUR RAUF: (a) Is the Hoifhle MinisU'r 
in charge of the Communications and Works l)ei>artment aware — 

(i) that there is no fenialo wailing room at the Nalpur station on 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway: and 

(it) that ropresentationB by the Ioc:al people (o tlie Railway authori- 
ties have produced no effect ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state wdiether the Government are (considering 
the desirability of drawing the attention of the Bengal-Nagimr Rail- 
way authorities into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Conimbazan 

(a) ii) Yes. 

(it) I am informed by the Railway Administration that the very 
limited number of female passengers at the station did not justify tlu^ 
provision of a separate waiting room. 

(b) The Railway Administration are looking into the matter again. 

Roooiistniotion of Burdwan-Arambagh Roail. 

33. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Horrble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
atate — 

(а) what progress has, up to date, been made in the work of recon- 

struction of the Burdwan-Arambagh Road; 

(б) what is the total estimate for this project; 

(c) what amount has actually been spent for it; 

(d) the distance from Burdwan that hae been metalled ; and 

U) ikm work ie likely to be compleled ? 
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• 

The Hontile Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coiiiiiiiiizar: 

(a) Progress regarding the bridging of the Damodar river and the 
construction of the road in the spill area has been held up pending a 
decision whether the road bridge is to be combined with the Hooghly- 
Howrah flushing scheme barrage. 

The road on the Arambagh side has been completed from the 4|th 
to the 10th mile and from the 10th to the 22nd mile the work is in pro- 
gress and it is expected that metalling will be completed this financial 
year. 

(h) The estimate of the road jjortion which has been completed or 
is in hand is Us. 13, 71, 012. 

(<■) The expenditure to date is Us. 0,83, 181. 

(d) The information is given in the second portion of the reply to 
(n) above. 

(e) The jwrtion of the road now under construction is likely to be 
completed in 1942-43. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 1340, as passed by the Assembly 
and as passed with amendments by the Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I beg 
to move til at the uinendnients made by the Bengal Legislative Council 
to the Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 1940, be taken into considera- 
tion. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKERS We will now take up clause 11. Mr. Banerji, 
will you move your amendment? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. Was it 
necessary to have the consideration motion voted upon on a matter like 
this? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Under the rules the amendments can be taken 
only after the motion that the amendments be taken into consideration 
has been carried. That is the difficulty. 

Clofuse 11. 

Mr, 8ATYAPRIYA BANERdI: Sir, 1 beg to move— 



1940.3 


GOTEBNMENT BILL. 


341 


Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. How 
can Mr. Banerjl come in unless the Hon’ble Minister in charge moves 
clause by clause. We have got clause 4 onwards. When wo come to 
clause 11, then alone 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no amendment on them. 

Dfs NALINAK8HA SANYAL: JUit tliat doe.^ not im'an that they 
are accepted. 

Mfa SPEAKER: 1 will put them hefoie the House. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Jt is not a (piestion of ])uttinp:i 
Sir. This is a very important matter. Tlie IJ]>per House has thoufjlit 
fit to make some ehanges, but it need not be presunn‘d that they will 
be accepted. Amendments are only proposiul in I’uses where we have 
any alternative su^^^gestions to make. AVliere we do not agree, we 
simply opjiose the whole tiling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendim mts will be Uiken into consideration, 
but that does not mean that the amendments are to be aeeejiti'd. 1 am 
putting the amendments. Under the rules it is the Speaker’s discretion 
as to how the amendments shall be put. Rule 71(7) fd our Assimibly 
Procedure Rules says that if a motion tliat the amendments be taken 
into consideration is carried, the Speaker sliull put the amendments to 
the Assembly in such manner as he thinks most convenient for their 
consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Hon’hle Sjieaker is free to do 
that. I do not contend that position. But I do not understand why 
these amendments have been called for and how thi.s idea of clause 4 
or clause 8 lieing clianged has come. I think, Mr. Speaker has not 
accepted clause 4 of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. So far as clause 4 is concerned, it is an addi- 
tion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not mean any particular 
clause. There must be some procedure followed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where there is an amendment we discuss that, 
and later on 1 ask if he has got anything further to say and then 1 put 
the amendments one after another. 
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DTi NALINAKSHA SANYALs We cannot poasiblj apeak on all ^ 
clauses together and there are different reasons for opposing vaidoiia 
clauses. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I will put clause by clause. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But we may not have an oppor- 
tunity of expressing ourselves. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you like this House to discuss any clause, I 
will give you an opjK)r1 unity. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
11(7) in line d alter I he word “connnoTr’ the word “economic” be 
inserted. 

Sir, when I received notice of amendments a few days back, I 
found to ni> agre(‘ahle .siir])rise that in res])ect of this amendment, 
I was in ^^ood company. But as ill-]\jck woiild have it, on enquiry 1 
gath(‘r fhal at long last my associates liave thought “discretion to be 
the heKer j)arl ot valour” and forsaken me and have joined (he chorus of 
apjjroval leaving me alone to strike this note of discord which I 
impelled hy a sense of duty towards the co-oj>erat ive movement gladly 
do. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, may I know on which particular 
clause you want to speiikr^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I shall let you know. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do ;vou want to spe^ik on each clause? 

Dr# NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I shall let you know as we pro- 
ceed . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any particular clause on which you waut 
to speak? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There are some very vital clauses 
where 1 feel the privilege of this House and the fundamental princi- 
ples of this Bill have been changed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, you want to speak generally. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How can IP There is one clauM 
relating to the powers of the Registrar, there is another relating to 
reserves, and so on. I am prepared to take five hours if you like if that 
helps you. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: There is no question of your tak^g 5 hoi^jr^. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am prepared to argue. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cau certainly do on everything. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not want to be obstructive. 
If 3 'ou can take and dispose of them one by one I have no objection. 


Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: As 1 sjiid, all the other members 
joined the (diorus of applx^^al leaviiijr me to strike a note of discord 
which I j^ladly do becuiist* I feel and I am supported in this hy expert 
co-opeiative ojiinion all the world over tliat the word “economic” is 
basic and most fundamental in all co-operative matters. Sir, during 
the third reading ot the Hill in tliis House, the lje 4 ider of the Opposi- 
tion. Siiri Sariit ( liandra Ho>e, chaiactcuised the Hill as an attempt at 
official is>at ion ol the co-operative umvement. The manner in which 
the Hill has been 1 ranstoriued hy the I'pper House constrains me to 
go a ste]) lul l her and characterise it as a comjilete negation of fH>- 
operation. Hut 1 am not surprised at it, hec 4 iuse the Ministers of 
Bengal, it ajipcars, are v\ing with one another in their respective 
spheres in attempting at negation of the jiromises and principles that 
ought to have guided 1 liem in their activities conciTiiing the welfare 
of the peojile of this piovince. Did not the llon'hle the (diief Minister 
the other dav desperatel\ make an atempt at negation of the promise 
of “dal hhat” In the pcxiple of Hengal? Did not the Hon’ble the 
Fi nance Mini ster, again, make an attempt, ingenious but desperate 
and futile, at negation of the fundamental principles of taxation and 
public finance, while intixidiicing the Bengal Finance Sales Tax Bill, 
in trying to shift the incidence of taxation on the poor consumers instead 
of on tlie shoulders of those who are substantial enough to liear its 
burden? And to-night I find the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
co-operation sedulously engaged in attempting at negation of 
co-operation. 

Sir, before exuning to deal wdth the point as to how the deletion of 
the word ^economic” constitutes a negation of co-operation, let me 
refer to the various changes and suggestions made from time to time 
regarding the word ‘'economic*' in the present Bill. You are all 
aware, I am sure, that the present Bill had been conceived by the 
Gk)vernment under the Montagu-rhelmsford Reforms during the fag- 
end of their tenure of office in 1936 and it was delivered — it might he 
post-mature — by the Hon'ble Minister in charge on the 3rd of August, 
1938, on the floor of this House in an almost unmutilated form and was 
taken charge of by a Select Committee where it lay in confinement for 
about a year and half. In the draft Bill as conceived in 1936, Sir, we 
find the words “economic or other common interests**, in the Bill, a# 
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introduced, we find only the words ‘‘oonunon interest^ and after a ® 
good deal of discussion in the Select Committee in which the Hon’ble 
Minister aided by his trusted lieutenant, the present Registrar, 
took part, the unanimous decision that the word “economic^' is funda- 
mental and its deletion constitutes the negation of co-operation wxis 
arrived at. Not a word was heard, nor a voice was raised against this 
basic and fundamenUil word “economic” during the discussion of the 
Hill in July last. Hut curiously enough the Ilon’ble the Minister in 
charge, while the Hill was under discussion in the Tapper House, C(»n- 
veniently forgot all that happened in the Select Committee, took no 
account of the attitude of this House and accepted this dangerous 
amendment for reiisons which are best known to him and thereby 
stabbed us on the back and sounded a death knell to the co-operative 
movement. We hope he will give an answer to that. 

It has been said that the presence (»f the word “economic” 
restricts the 8coi)e of the Hill. Education societies, irrigation, health, 
house-building and other such clas.ses of so(‘ieties will be excluded if 
the word “economic” is there. May T ask the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge to look uj) the opinion of an eminent ex-Hegistrar of Bengal, 
Itai Bahadur S. K. Ganguly, the predecessor in office of the present 
worthless and inefficient one!" He siiys, “In sub-clause (7) of clause 
'll, for the word ‘common’ in line 3 the word ‘economic’ ma.v be 
substituted. The latter word occurs in the Co-operative Societies Act, 
1912, the Hombtiy, Burma and Madms Acts, while the Bihar and 
Orissa Act is the only Indian Provimnal Act which has adopted the 
word ‘common’ , It win hardly be argued consistently that the 
change made in the Bihar and Orissa Act or now proposed in the Bill 
will facilitate the formation and registration of societies which do not 
aim directly at the promotion of the eionomic interests of the members 
such as health, arbitration, better living, housing and other classes of 
societies. As a matter of fact it has l)een possible ia form and register 
such societies under the Co-operative Societies Act, 1912, and most 
societies of these classes have been flourishing and doing good work in 
provinces other than Bihar and Grissa. On tbe other hand, as Calvert 
points out, it is the word ‘ew^nomic’ which stands in the way of the 
registration of an Indian Station C’luh under the Act as otherwise it 
is a co-operative society whose object is the provision of recreation, 
games, reading, etc., for its members and which is strictly co-opera- 
tive in its constitution and rules.” 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYALs Why not drinking clubs? 

SATYAPRIYA BANERJIs And my friend suggests, drink- 
ing clubs also. 

Sir, it has been said again that the Preamble which contains the 
words “promotion of thrift, self-help and mutual aid”, will come to 
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our rescue and^will be a safegfuard against the probable inclusion of 
undesirable organisations; but I am sorry that as a lawyer, as the 
Hon’ble the Minister is, it may be of no repute, but a lawyer all the 
same, he ought to have known the place of a Preamble in an Act. Let 
me remind him or refresh his memory, — and 1 am sure, he knows it — 
what Earl of Halshiiry, the most emineui jurist of England says with 
regard to the Preamble of an Act. Earl of llalsbuiy in Powell versus 
Kempton Park Pace Course (ISUD) said, “Two p:x)posil ions are quite 
clear, one that a preiimble ma\ afford useful light as to w’hat a statute 
intends to re<ach and the other that if an enactment is it.self clear and 
unambiguous, no preamble lan (lunlify or cut down an enactment”. 
In this case, Sir, the absence of the word “economic” makes tlie 
position absolutely clear and keeps ik» room for any ambiguity and 
admits of only one and one interpretation. Justice Harlan of the 
United States ot Anu'rica, in Coosa w Min ing t'o. rrrsus South (^uo- 
lina (1801 ) said, “While express provisions in the body of an Act 
cannot he controlled or lestiained by the title or the Preamble, the 
latter may be referred to, when ascertaining the nuxining of a statute 
which is susceptible of different constructions.” Any comment is 
superfluous. I am sure the llon’hle the Minister in charge will admit 
that he was not right and that he bluffed the Upper House w'hen he 
accepted the explanation given there and that with ahuuity and 
enthusiasm. 

Now, Sir, let me draw the attention of the House to the fact that 
the deletion of the woid ‘‘economic*’ will take away the last vestige of 
co-operation still left in the Hill. After a careful study of co-operative 
literature both here and ahr<xid of which, I am afraid, lK)th the 
Minister and the present Registrar are perfectly innocent, the 
conclusion becomes irresistible that the word “economic” is essential 
if the co-operative character of the Hill is to he rtdained. 

Let me, Sir, place before the House one by one the opinion of 
experts both of India and abroad, so that w’e may come to a proper 
decision in such a vital niattei, in a cliromdogii al older. The Royal 
Commission on Agriculture in 19‘.?8 was emplmtically of opinion that 
on a sound foundation of Hetter Husine.ss a proper superstructure of 
Better Farming and Hetter laving sluuild he const nicted. 
Margaret Digby in the chissic iHxik “Digest of ( ki-operative liuw at 
Home and Abroad” published in 19d‘l described the co-rqierative 
society as follows : “A co-operative society may he describ- 
ed in general terms as an association with economic aims” — mark the 
the word ‘economic’ — ‘ formed by and freely ojien to persons having 
needs in common who have an equal voice in its management, make 
approximately equal contribntions to its capital and business and 
deriye proportional services and benefits.'* 
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Then, Sir, let me come to Calvert, whose opinion 1 think cannot * 
certainly be questioned by Indian Officials. He said ii/ the latest edi- 
tion of his '^Law and Principles of Co-operation” published in 1933: 

”It is one or other of the economic interests of the members that 
must form the object of a society,” and later on he goes on to proceed, 
”When, however, the question is one of defining the objects of a 
society, it is advisable to exclude political and religious ends which 
may lead to misuse” — and I apprehend that the Minister in charge is 
very anxious to prostitute co-operation for these purposes and is 
therefore so keen on deletion of the word ‘ 'economic” — ”and to con- 
centrate on one or more of the many factors that lead to increase of 
wealth or on the removal of one or more of the many defects that lead 
to poverty. The object of a society should be to give effect to the 
teachings of economics.” 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit.) 

Sir, it is a very important matter and I sh<»uld want some more 
time. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Y ou have dealt with the siime subject on the 
last occasion, 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: But, Sir, this aspect of the Bill 
was never raised on the floor of the House. The word “economic” is 
very important in defining the word “co-operative” and I am going 
to show tlmt tliis is the c^ase all over the world and my friend the 
llon’ble Mr. Mullick is going contrary to all accepted principles and 
striking M the very r4K>t of co-operation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, from the list of amendments 
given notice of I find there are many defects. But I want to finish it 
to-day and there are other important amendments. Will you finish 
your speech in five minutes? 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJI: I am sorry, Sir, I won’t be able 
to finish in five minutes. It will take 15 minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot give you so much time. 
The difficulty is that there was an understanding in the House 
yesterday that I will finish the Bill by C p.m. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: Sir, this is the mam 

speech on this clause of the Opposition and I think it will only ba 
lair to give Mr. Hanerji a few more minutes. 
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lif« 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Let me alao quote what “oo« 
opei^tioii” in ^le United States means. In a report on Co-operation 
in the United States published by the United States Department of 
Labour in 1938, we find as follows: “The immediate objective is 
economic” and through it “its final aim is to supply every need of life, 
social and economic without profit and by united effort.” In other 
words, through the economic man, co-operalive action transforms the 
whole human being, his personality, character, attitude to the commu- 
nity and attitude to life. Let me now conic to what Strickland says 
in the latest edition of his book “ro-f)]»(‘ralioii in India” published in 
1938. “Every group of individuals, as>ociale<l to seioire a common 
end by joint effort, may be said to co-o])cratc; for instan(‘c, a football 
team, a gang of robbeis, or tlie sliarcholdors of a sjx'culativi' company. 
A century of histor\ has given to (h)-opci ation with a capital (- a more 
precise meaning. It indicates the asM>ciation ot individuals to secure 
a common economic* end b\ honest means.” I‘i\cn tin* juiMUit Kegis- 
trar has in liis sclieme of ndiabilitalion admitted “( 'o-opeialioa 
is a highly technical economic sx^tem.” Sii. 1 \cill finish this pint 
of my speech by (|Uoting the latest \ic\\ on (’o-oporation from a surve-y 
prepared by the Co-ojiei ation Ser\icc of the 1 ntirnat ional Labour oilice 
in 1939. Thcu'c thc‘\ detim* as l()llo\\s: “A co-operative sorites is an 
association of the (‘conomically ucuik who, \<duntaiily assoiiating on 
the basis of eijual rights and ecpial responsibilit \ , transfer to an undtT- 
taking one or several of their c‘conomic functions coi resjionding to one 
or several of the economic m*eds which are common to them all but 
which each of them is unable fully satisfy by his own iiulividual 
efforts, and manage and u.se such undertaking in mutual c’ollaboration 
tc» their common material and moral advantage.” 1 have given the 
members of the House some idea as to what a co-operative society means 
all the world over so that they may come to a proper decision in the 
matter. 

In this connection, I may also refer to the resolutions arrived at by 
the Registrars’ Conference in 193G and 1939. In the Conference of 
1939 in which the Hon’ble Minister in charge and the present 
Registrar were also present the following resolution was moved by the 
present Registrar and substantially passed: “This conference recom- 
mends that the improvement of health conditions in villages may form 
part of the normal activities of co-operative societitis and in areas where 
medical facilities are not easily available, special health co-operative 
societies be organised.” Nowhere in his speech was there any mention 
that the deletion of the word “economic” was essential for the purpose 
of carrying on such activities. Such was also the case in the 
Registrars’ Conference of 1936. There in the following resolution it 
was said: “The Conference considers that the movement should be 
used to the fullest possible es^tent compatible with its principles Uft 
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extending the rural reconstruction movement, etc.^’ Nowhere was it 
said that the deletion of the word “economic” was esseiftial for such a 
purpose. 

Lastly, I come to the famous Report of the Madras Committee 
on Co-operation published only the ()ther day. After a careful and 
good deal of thought and consideration — they have devoted an entire 
chapter to rurjil recon, -^li uction — they have ultimately come to the 
conclusion as the amend incuts recommended by tlie Committee to the 
existing Act will clearly show that the word “economic” should be 
there and slionld not be deb'ted. (Dr. Nvlinmvsha S\ny.\l: Flear, 
hear.) 

Finally, let me refer to some of the abuses which have crept in the 
co-operative movement in sjiite of the word “ectmomic” being there, 
and I have no doubt that a flood-gate of abuses will be opened, if the 
word “economic” is not there. It is a mattiu* of surprise that the 
present I{(‘gistrar has registered a society and lias given Rs. 200 in 
Septenilier, 10)10, to that society, naine]\, Bengal Co-operative 
Gymnusium and Athletic Club. I do no more say anything ill of the 
present Registrar, because I gather that liis dav'*, in spite of frantic 
eflForts made on his behalf by some of his lienchmen who have some 
vested interests in the movement, are numb(‘n‘d, and I do not like to 
Bog a dying horse. If however the unexj>(M’te(l liappens, as it some- 
times iloes, and by clever mano(‘Uvring on his junt he g'ets a further 
extension, then' will b(‘ a further chanci* to flog him, which he 
certainly deserves, and thi^ time flogging liim to death. 

Then, Sir, before 1 comdude, iet im* point out what other 
provinces have done so fur as legislation on tliis subject is concerned. 
In the All-Tndia Act. 1912, the wonl “economic” is there. In the 
Bombay Act, 192b, the word “economic” is there. In the Madras 
Act, 19)12, the word “economic” is there. Only in the Bihar and 
Orissa Act of DKlb, which also is going to be revised, the word 
“economic” has bt'en deleted, and the Ie^u]t hu^ not b<*en encouraging. 
Tlie Madras Committee on (h>-operation have thought fit to retain the 
word “economie” after a good deal ot deliberation although they have 
suggested important amendments on many otlu'r important points. 
Sir, I think I liave put mv case before the House as briefly as I could 
and sho^n that there is absolute eomsensus of opinion in favour of 
my amendment and 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister in charge will see hii 
way to accept it which, after all, forms the basis and constitutes the 
fundamental principle of co-operation. If he says that he is not in a 
position to do so at this stage, let him at least give us an assurance as 
he was pleased to give me yesterday in the presence of the Government 
Whip and our Ohie! Whip, that ht^ will be glad to bring an amending 
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Bill as early ^ possible including an amendment for the retention of 
the word “economic”; otherwise I will press this matter to division. 

With these words I put the motion for the acceptance of the House. 

(Applause from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr« ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to support 
the motion that seeks to insert the word “economic” in clause 11(7) 
of the Bill under consideration. I do not know why the Upper House 
thought it necessary to delete this word from the clause in question. 
According to the universally accepted principle of co-operation, the co- 
operative movement all over the world is a purely economic movement 
devised and calculated to promote the common economic interests of a 
group or groups of people in a country. It is not for nothing that the 
scope of the movement has thus been clearly defined and limited to 
this particular sphere of human activity- It ensures a healthy, 
«(!ientific and quick development of tlie movement towards the economic 
uplift of mankind without frittering away its energy in a multiplicity 
of directions. I do not think that the Co-operative Departnuuit of the 
Government of Bengal has so perfected itself and has so mu(‘h energy 
to spare as it can take under its pndecdive wings things and institutions 
that do not concern it primarily. On the othei hand, the Hon ’hie 
Minister in charge will kindly forgive me when 1 say that the depart- 
ment is yet an imperfect, ill-jointed and stumbling machinery and that 
it will not move freely if it is loaded beyond its capacity. Its jurisdic- 
tion must not be made unwieldy in its own interest. 

Sir, there is another reason for wdiich 1 object to the deletion of 
the word “economic”. By widening the scope of registration beyond 
“economic” institutions they will be opening yet one more flood-gate 
of jobbery in governmental activities. There is already enough jobbery 
in governmental activities, and for Heaven’s sake, do not multiply it. 
It has been our unfortunate experience that whenever there are funds 
at the disposal of Government — I am not speaking of the ‘secret’ funds 
that are secretly spent by the Government for which ends they alone 
know, I am speaking of those funds only that are openly spent by the 
Government — those funds are spent more often than not for political 
ends. I know, Sir, of one district — let it remain unnamed for the 
present — where the primary consideration in making educational 
grants to primary schools has been whether the promoters and the staff 
of the applicant school or schools concerned agree to promote the 
Muslim League movement in that locality. Will you believe it, Sir, 
that one Hindu Head Master and Secretary of a school was asked to 
promote the movement of the Muslim League as a condition precedent 
to a grant being made to that school F In the same district grants 
have b^n made liberally to libraries and clubs for4>olitical ends out 
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of the Rural Development Funds. I do not think tha^ this district is 
a solitary instance of such governmental jobbery. 

However, to pursue my point furtlier, I am afraid, Sir, that with 
th«? power vested in tlje Provincial (xovernment of making financial 
assihtari(;e, as under clause d8 of the Pill under consideration, to a co- 
operative society which, if the word “economic*’ is omitted from the 
clause of the Pill, may be a library, a reading room, a billiard club, 
a bridge (lub, a night club, a society for the management of a paper 
like the weely “Pataka” of which the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department is tlie founder-pation, and what not, with such 
unrestricbul power or scope ot sjmnding funds at their disposal, the 
(il^vernment, T am afraid, will go on merrily making financial assist- 
aiKie to such clubs, libraries, institutions, and “Patakas” as will bind 
themselves to sing “IIu(i Ministry Zindabad” or “Mullick Saheb ki 
Joy.” It is suridy a sorry prospect that must be averted by all means. 
That in short is tin* n'uson. Sir, why 1 obje(‘t to the omission of the 
word “economic*” from the* (laiise in (juestion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, it is 
my jiainlul duty 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we ^^ant to hear Mr. Words- 
worth whether the word “economic” should bi' then*. We want to 
hear the views of the Euroiiean (Iroup. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is my 

jiainful duty to o})j>ose the first amendment moved by my friend to 
the left, ’rin-re may be some advantages of ha\ing a bicameral legis- 
lature, but there are disadvantages also. My hon'ble friend Mr. Satya- 
priya Panerji in moving liis amendment has said a lot of things and 
perhaps we are grateful to him for tlie elocution with which he has 
treated the House. Jf he had expeiienced the difficulties I had in 
getting the other House to agree to the whole Pill, he would not have 
said all that he did to-day. Sir, I will not enter into a detailed dis- 
cussion on the point he has raised^ but I will content myself by giving 
a very short reply to the amendment itself. Before I do so, I would 
only like to tell ipy friend Mr. Panerji with reference to what he has 
said about the position of the preamble to the Bill. He has read to 
us some passages from some authorities, but I hope he will not deny 
that the preamble is an index as to how the Bill is to be read and 
undWstood. (Mr, Satyapriya Banerii : It is not a part of the Act.) 
j know, Sir. I need not be reminded that a preamble is not a, part 
Ae Act/ but I yi^ll bnly tell hm tliat it jfives an ^dax ,aa to bow tba 
Banyt6'ise1^(l‘ima^aertt6id: - ^ ' ■ • .7 . • . 
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* Sir, lie has said that by the deletion of the word * ‘economic’' the 
whole policy of co-operation is denied so far as this measure is con- 
cerned. In their wisdom the Bengal Legislative C^ouncdl thought that 
if the word “economic” was retained it would he difticult for the co- 
operative movement to function and to rt'gister societies like anti- 
malarial societies, educational societies and health societies. 1 am not 
to blame for it. It is only from that point of view that the Bengal 
Legislative Council thought that the deletion of the word would not 
injure the Bill at all but would help in its ])ropcr functioning so far 
as llie movement in this juovince is concerned. If my friend were 
good enough to read the next Uvo lines of this claust* II, I am sure 
there would not have lingered this amount of misapprehension in his 
mind even when the Bengal Legislative Council thought the word 
“economic” should be deleted. Sir, the lines next to the line wduue 
the word “economic” occurs in this clause read thus: — “to be in 
accordance with the co-operative principles or a society established with 
the object of facilitating the ojieration of smdi a society”. If we take* 
that willi the preamble, it will certainly tell us that it is only with the 
object of forming societies and working them in accordant^* with the 
co-operative principles in order that better conditions of living and 
better methods of production and bu'^iness may thereby result, that 
this Bill is enacted. Sir, it that is the position 1 submit respectfully 
there is hardly any reason for entertaining an apprehension as is 
sought to be done b> my friends to my left that the deletion of the 
word “economic” w'ill do as nnndi harm as the> havt* suggested. 

My friend Mr. Atul Chandra Sen has said many things beside the 
point, but I can assure him that paper.s like “Pataka” have not received 
a single cowrie from anybody. 'J’lieretore, it is no use reading one’s own 
mind and placing the same btdorc the public and imputing motives to 
others from that point of view, 

I submit, Sir, there is no justification whatsoever to accept this 
amendment. The view- taken by the Bengal Legislative Council is 
perfectly right and, therefore, I oppose this amendment. 

Before I sit d6wn, I would like to say one thing. There was a 
suggestion made to me by my friend Mr. Satyapriya Banerji as to 
whether I was prepared to bring forward an amending measure to 
rectify some of the mistakes if they had so occurred in the Bill. What 
I told him before the Whip of the Congress Party and in the presence 
of the Govemiiffeiit Whip yesterday is this “I am seeking an early 
opportunity to go through the proceedings of both Houaes in oonnec- 
tioii with the Bill and when the rules are framed I will make it a point 

is any matter which should be brought up 
by ihe Legialatnre and if be the oaae it will be i^| 
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first duty to do so. It will all depend upon the consideration of fact^ 
that may appear to me after I have gone through the ^iroceedings/* 

With Ihese few words, I oppose the amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, 
Sir? You have allowed the Hon’ble Minister to oppose the amendment. 
I hope that he has opposed the amendment proposed originally by him 
under clause 11 which is before the House. So far as Mr. Banerji’s 
amendment is concerned, there was nothing new proposed by 
Mr. Banerji as an alternative proposal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But the Hon’ble Minister was opposing the 
amendment of Mr. Banerji. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Banerji has got no amend- 
ment, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, he has an amendment, the first one. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would ask you to apply your 
mind to it. There were changes made in the Bill by the Upper House, 
and Mr. Banerji wants merely to stick to the Bill as has been passed by 
this House and refuses to accept the change made by the Upper House. 
He simply wants to retain the old position, and his jjoint is that no 
amendment proposed by the Uouiicil is to be accepted. There is no 
alternative suggestion here tliat he has made. I submit that an amend- 
ment made by the Council should be an amendment in the name of the 
Minister, and that the alternative to the suggestion made by the Council 
but which is exactly the same that had been passed by this House can- 
not be considered to be an amendment tabled by the mover. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER. What is Mr. Banerji’s motion really then? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Banerji simply wants that 
•after the word “common” the word “economic” be inserted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But what is it? Is it an amendment or not? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not an amendment. It is a 
negation of the proposal of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Rai HARENORA NATH OHAUDHURI: Sir, Mr. Banerji’ s motion 
se only a refusal of the amendment made by the Council. He has aot 
suggested any amendment of his own. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, do you mean to say that all these motions 
;axe out of order? 
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INRi NALINAKtHA 8ANYAL: No^ Sir. My motion cannot be out 
of order, as als^ those proposing alternatives. 


Mr* SPCAKCR* The point is that the Bill has now come back im a 
modified form from the Council, and this House wants to amend it and 
by that amendment wants to restore the original Bill. Therefore, 1 
think, you cannot take away the point that this is an amendment. The 
point, Dr. Sanyal, that you have raised is wholly immaterial, and there- 
fore I am putting the motion of Mr. Banerji to the vote of the House. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In that case, the previous motions 
will have to be put first. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Those I have decided to put after all these things 
are put together. That would be done later on, and for the time being 
certain motions that have been tabled must be disposed of. Then I 
shall take up clause 4, clause 8, clause 39, etc. 


Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, that is not the practice we 
have followed in tlie past. 


Mr* SPEAKER: Yes, that was the (‘a.se. Please look into tbe 
papers. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerji that in clause 11 (/), in line 
3, after the word “common** the word “economic* ’ be inserted was than 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYEt— 64* 

KmUm, Mr. MMlia Nam. 

Maw, Mr. Nlkaa|a SMiarl. 

MaHra, Mr. taraaira Makaa. 

Mali, Mr. Maraita Kaaiar. 

MalaaiSar, Mra. Naaiaarava. 

Mai, Mr. laarar Skaasra. 

MaaM, Hr. AaiiHa Lai. 

MaaiaL Mr. Jag aaira Nalk. 

MaaM, Mr. KrMiaa rr a a aS. 
Maatfanaaiaa IrtaaMkait, Haalasa M#. 
Mawak, iiflat AfkataMi. 

Naikar, Hr. Naai Skaaera. 

S aa il ia aM a AkaMk, Hr. 

Ray, Hr. fikara Skaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa l aa fca r. 

Ray, Hr. KMMrt RaR. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiallui RaM. 
iaayM,Rr. H aBaa H ka. 
t aa yM , Mr. S ai aa fca k a kl ia r . 

•aa. Hr. AM Staaira. 
iaa iayta, Mn. RiMa. 

HMkaialL Hr. 

M iaaiaaiMa AkaMi, Hr. H. 

Magka, Raka Rafcaira RaM. 

•ar. Hr. Naraaira KsHar. 
XMMB,Hr.iLH.R. 


AbM Sakkar Paiwaa, Hr. MS. 
AMal Wakatf, MaalvL 
Aka HatMia aarkar. MaahrL 
Akal ran. Hr. M. 

AkaMi Kkaa, Hr. lyai. 

Raaarll, Mr. F. 

Raaarll, Hr. talya Friym. 
laaarlaa. Or. taraak Okaaira. 
R a n aA Raka Ftaaikart. 

Raaa, Hr. t a at aafc Kaaiar. 
■ka a r artk. Or. RaMaia Okaaira. 
H aaiaa, Oaka LakakaR Marayaa. 
Okakratarty, Mr. iaRaira Ralk. 
eka H apa iky a y , Mr. Har l pa ia . 

^ErV ^VM^RRRp 

Mai Rapka, Raka Kka t w H ra RaM. 
Maieapla, Srlfai Raraai r a Ralk. 
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NOir-tt. 


AMal Hatf, Mr. Mlaa. 

ANM Maif, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Haklai, Maalvl. 

AMal Makiai VIkraaiparl. Maalvl Mk. 

AMalllaaiM. Mr.A.M. 

AMal HaaiM Mak, Maalvl. 

AMal Kariai. Mr. 

AMal Utif IHwaa, Maalvl. 

AMal MaJM. Maalvl. 

AMal MaJM, Mr.lyM. 

AMaHa-AI MakaitM, Mr. 

AMar Rakiaaa, Kkaa lakatfar A. F. M. 

Akiar RaaliMi. Maalvl Mk. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa lahlk Maalvl 1. 

AMar Rauak, Maalvl. 

Akkai IkakaM, Maalvl mi, 

AkMar Rata Okaarkkary, Kkaa takaiar Maalvl. 
Akal Natala Akiaak, Mr. 

Akal Qaaaaia. Maalvl. 

Akaiak All Inayatpari. Kkaa Bakakar Maahwa. 
Akaiak All MrMka, Maalvl. 

Akaiaa Haaala, Mr. 

Aailaallak, Kkaa taklk Maalvl. 

Aailr All Mia, Maalvl, MC 
Atkrafall, Mr. M. 

Aalak Hanala Kkaa. Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 

Aikar All. Maalvl. 

Bakrakkaja, Mr.lyak. 

Barat All. Mr. Mk. 

Bliwat, Mr. Rank Lai. 

OklM«ikala,Mr.J.W. 

Olark. Mr.I.A. 

Dat. Ral taklk KIrIt Bkataa. 

Dait, BUa Dakaakra Natk. 

Ikkar. Mr. llRaakraaatk. 

Farkak Rua Okaarkkary. Mr. M. 

Farkirt Baaa Kkaaaai. Bagaai. 

Faslal Qaakir, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 

Failar Rakaiaa. Mr.(Myaiaaalafk). 

BaFta. Mr.J.H. 

•araag. Mr. OaaMar ilagk. 

•yaaakkia Akaiak Okaakkary. AlkakJ. 

•lakkiat. Mr.O. 

Nakikallak. tka Natela Naarak Bakakar K.,at 
Oaata. 

NaBiakkla Bkaakkarl, Maalvl. 

Maiaaanaaiaa. Maalvl Mk. 

Maakaai All Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
NalaiaaHy kaamkar. Kkaa taklk Maalvl. 

Naywaak, Mr. Ragan. 


Irkit Akaiak Mia, Maalvl. 
kanaiakkla Akaiak, Kkaa Batik HaanL 
Kakirakkia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 

Kaaaai All Mina, taklkiaka Kavaa kak tyak. 
Ktaaaky. Mr.I.B. 

McBragar, Mr.B.B. 

Maiiakkia Akaiak, Maalvl. 

MaBtakla Ckaakkary. Maalvl. 

Magairt. Mr. L. T. 

Maktlkakkla Akaiak, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
Maakal. Mr. Baaka Bakarl. 

Maakal. Mr.kagattkaakra. 

Maiak AN Kkaa Faaal. AI-NakJ Maalvl. 

MHIar, Mr. t. 

Makaaiaiak All. Kkaa Bakakar. 

Makila AH. Mr. Mk. 

Margaa, Mr.Q., O.I.E. 

Mailaai AH Mallak, Maalvl M. 

Maiaaiaitl Hug. Maalvl Mk. 

Makaaiaiak Altai. Khan Bakakar Maalvl lytk. 
Mabamnak UraH, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiak likkigua. Khan Bakakar Pr. lyak. 
MaUlak, Ik# Hea’hia Mr. Makanka Bakary. 
MBiharraf Haaaaln. tha Hon’Ma Rawak Kkaa 
Bakakar. 

Maatagawaal Hagua. Mr. lyak. 

Maitata AH Dawan, Maalvl. 

Hanky, tka Han'hia Makaraja Iriaakankra, it 
Qaaalaihatar. 

Haaarallak, Naataktaka K. 

Ralkat. tka Haa’kta Mr. Fraaanaa Pak. 

Ray. Mr. pbananjty. 

Ray. Mr. Patiram. 

•aktfvkkla Aknak, Mr. 
lakaka-Alaai, Mr. lyak. 
lanaallak.AI-Kaki Maalana Pr. 
tirtar. Baka Makkaiakaa. 
laaaaan. Mr. R. M. 
largjvl man, Mr. 

Ikakakakkin, Mr. Kkwaja, e.B.E. 

Ikanaakkla Aknak Kkaakkar. Mr. 

Urkar. Baka LHta Manka. 
tnitk, Mr. N. Brakant. 

Itavaa, Mr.k. W. R. 

Maalalr, Mr.J.F. 

Tatal Aknak Okaakkary, Maalvl HaJI. 

Walhir. Mr. k. R. 

Yaaaf AH Okaakkary, Mr. 

Zakar Aknak Okaakkary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes being 54 and the Noes 96, the motion was lost. 

The question that the Assembly agrees to the amendments made by 
the Bengal Legislative Council to clause 11, was then put and agreed 
to. 


Or. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, wiU you kindly now dispose 
of the first twb clauses alsof 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Tee. 

The question that the Assembly agrees to the amendments made by 
the Bengal Legislative Council to clause 4 , was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the Assembly agrees to the amendments made by 
the Bengal Legislative Council to clause 8, was then put and agreed 
to. 


It is rather unfortunate that in spite of this Bill being before Govern- 
ment for so many months, there should have been mistakes as to 
whether there should be a society or societies. 1 do not mind substan- 
tial changes, but after discussing and considering the Bill for 2 years 
if they have to make a change as to whether there should be a guardian 
or a man appointed under the Lunacy Act, then certainly the drafting 
requires much better consideration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; With all 
respect, Sir, 1 may submit that the Bill, as passed by the Assembly, 
was perfectly correct. It was the other House which in its wisdom 
thought that these changes were necessary. I had no other alterna- 
tive than to place the amendments before the House, and the result waa 
left to them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What about the drafting changes? 

The Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That was also 
done by the Upper House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Don’t take shelter behind 
that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It is absurd. 

Thi Hon’bit Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I may say 

this at once that we do maintain that the Bill, as passed by this House, 
waa perfectly correct. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: Then, why don’t you stick to it? 
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Th« Hon’Iile Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MMtLIBKl In that case* 

the Bill will be held up for another year. 


Dr. NAL1NAK8HA SANYAL: You manipulated it. 

Mr. KlMvaJa 8HAHABUDDIN: The other House might have 
thought the amendments more reasonable. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I shall show from the proceedings 
of the Upper House that most of these amendments were moved on the 
responsibility of Government from the Government Party. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: ft is no use saying that. All that I want to say 
is why should the word “society” be changed to ‘^societies”. I am 
afraid, Mr. Shahabuddin, when you say that the Upper House has 
changed the word, you are asking us to believe too much. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I take up 
my observations on clause 26, may I draw your attention to rule 72 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me first ascertain whether Mr. Abul Fasl is 
moving his amendments. Mr. Abul Fazl, are you moving your amend- 
ments Nos. 7 and 10? 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: Sir, I am not going to move my amend- 
ment No. 7, but I will move my amendment No. 10. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I may point out that this will be inconsistent with 
the Act itself, because the Act does not provide any rules and by-laws. 
It is the power that is given there. This is unnecessary in view of eub- 
olause (anv) of section 139 (2), This section 26 (!) is governed by 
that sub-clause. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I draw >our attention to 
our Assembly Procedure Rules only to bring home to the Hon*ble 
Minister in charge as to what exactly will be the effect if in this House 
we do not agree to some of the amendments made in the Council. Sir, 
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ilM Hon’ble M^mister has in an air of innocence suggested that he was 
helpless because there were certain amendments made in the Council. 
Rule 72 ( 2 ) states that if the Assembly disagrees with the amendments 
made by the Council or any of them, the Bill with a message intimating 
its disagreement shall be sent to the Council. I can give you a number 
of instances when we disagreed with or modified or changed some of 
the amendments made by the Council. Now, in this case if we dis- 
agree, modify or change any provision, the Bill will go back to the 
Council and the C'ouncil will have another chance of examining our 
suggestions, whether we disagree or partially agree or partially do not 
agree. Thereafter the question will he whether the Council will agree 
with the position taken by us; and if it does, the Bill will be finally 
passed immediately the Council gives its approval to our suggestions. 
Sir, the Council is going to meet from the Oth of this month. If we 
do not agree to accept the amendments made, this Bill can very easily 
be taken to the Council. Now. if the (loverninent so desire, if they 
co-operate with us the Bill can be passed into law very soon. 1 do 
not know w’hether Government are sure of their majority in the (''ouncil 
— if not, they will have to resign 


Mr. SPEAKER: Under the Act, I don’t think the Ministers are 
called upon to resign if they don’t have a majority in the Council. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Let us see their position. They 
don’t admit that they have no majority. If the Government agree with 
the decision taken by the Assembly, surely it should be their duty to 
have this Bill passed in the Council also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You move your amendment No. 8. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
proviso to clause 26 (7), in lines 2-3, for the words “two years” the 
words “six months” be substituted. 

This clause relates to the dissolution of a managing committee and 
the appointment of a person or persons to manage the affairs of a co- 
operative society. As you might be remembering, Sir, there was a 
good deal of heat over this question as to whether the Registrar should 
be given the power to appoint some outsider to manage the affairs of a 
society when he chooses to dissolve its managing committee under rule 
85. Thereafter, as a matter of cornprdmise. it was agreed that the 
Registrar might be given some power to arrange a new constitution, a 
new election, and the wording was therefore like this : “If the managing 
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committee is not dissolved and reconstituted, etc., the ^gistrar shall ' 
thereupon appoint one or more suitable persons on sucn conditions as 
may be prescribed to manage the affairs of the co-operative society for 
such period not exceeding one year and to arrange for the constitution 
of a new managing committee by such date as the Registrar may 
determine,*’ so that the intention was definite. Beyond one year the 
Registrar should not have the power to nominate a person who will 
manage the affairs of a societj^ and will not give an opportunity to the 
ordinary shareholders or rather members of the society to elect another 
fresh managing committee. 

Now, Sir, it has been pointed out that there may be occasions when 
the Registrar for some difficulty or other finds it necessary thereafter, 
even after the expiry of one year, to give a short extension of time 
in order to give a final touch to the arrangement for constituting a 
new managing committee. Therefore a proviso was added : — 

* ‘Provided that the Provincial Government may extend the period 
of one year for such further period as it may think fit.” 

But the Council in their wisdom — I admit there was some amount of 
wisdom in this case — thought that if they did not place some limitation 
to the time proposed, then the proviso would enable Government to 
have such wide power as to allow the Registrar to continue to manage 
the affairs of a society ad tnfiniium, without any limit. With that 
object in view, they have given the power to extend the period up to 
two years. I feel that this is much too long a period and under no 
circumstance sliould this additional period go beyond six months. 
Surely, it could never be contemplated that the management of a 
society shoiibl be taken over on the responsibility of the Registrar for 
an indefinite length of time. As it is now worded, it may mean that 
for as long a period as three years the Registrar may through his own 
nominee manage or get managed the affairs of a society without the 
necessity of constituting a new managing committee. This is far from 
desirable. 

With these words, Sir, T move my amendment, and I only hope that 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge will at least see his way to accept it, 
and not in his own wisdom try to explain things away in a manner 
which is far from facts or which is not at all borne out by sufficient 
evidence. 

MtUivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, 1 formally beg to move 
that in the proviso to clause 26 (7), in lines 2 and 3, for the words “two 
years” the wor^ ^^ighteen months” be substituted. 
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TIm Hon'bto Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIOKi Sir. 
Dr. Sanyal has'admitted that the Council has thought fit to put a 
restriction upon the period of time that may be extended by the Pro- 
yincial Government under circumstances as mentioned in this case. I 
should have thought that that was a welcome change and would not 
have at all required any further change. The clause in the Bill, as it 
previously stood, gave the Provincial Government power to extend this 
period to a very long time and therefore the Council thought that 
they should restrict it to this period. I think the change that the 
Council has made is proper and should be retained, and suggest that 
that change be accepted. Sir, I oppose Dr. Saiiyars amendment. 


The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in the proviso to clause 
26 (i), in lines 2-3, for the words ‘Hwo years” the words ‘‘six months'' 
be substituted, was put and a division taken with the following result:— 


AYEt-4S. 


AMal JaMw SBlwaii, ar. Mi. 
AM«I Wtliti, MabIvI. 

AkB HbmbIb larkir. Maulvl. 

AkBl FBd, Mr. Mi. 

AliaiBi KUbb, Mr. tyti. 

•BBfrJi. Mr.F. 
tBiBrJi, Mr. tatya Friya. 
laBarJaa, Mr. tJhfiatli. 

•araia. Sail Frtaihafl. 

Sbeb, Mr. laBlaah Kaaiar. 
SiMkrakarty, Mr.iaSaira Natk. 
SkaBikBfi, RM Naraaira Natk. 
Obb aapta, iBka Kkagaiiira Natk. 
Daa eayla, BrIJat Naraaira Natk. 
OaltB, Mr. OMraaira Natk. 
ealBi, Mr. Haraasra Natk. 

MBtta MaaBBiiar, Mr. NIkaraaia. 
iBtiaial Haiaa, Kaai. 
ekaaa, Mr. Atal Kritkaa. 
mmwimrn AkaMi, Mr. 
eafta, Mr.iagatk Ckaaira. 

NaiBa AN Ska «ikary. Mr. Byai. 
SBBBk AH Majaaiiw, Maalai. 


Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Ckaaira. 
Kaaia, Mr. Niikltka Natk. 

Maiti, Mr. NIkaaJa Sakart. 

Mall, Mr. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 
Majaaiiar, Mr». HaaiaBrava. 

Maf, Mr. Iiarar Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. iagaaira Natk. 
MaalraaBaaaa IMaaiakail. Maali 
Mallllak, BrIJat Aifcataak. 
Naaiiiaiiia Akaiai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ckara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. KIraa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kitkarl Fati. 

BBayal, Dr. NaHaakaka. 

Baayal, Mr. Baaanka Bakkar. 

Baa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 
Baa-flapta, Mrt. NaNia. 

BkakaiaH, Mr. 

BkaaiaaMiB Akaiai, mr. M. 
Blaka, BrIJat Maalaira Skaaaa. 
Bar, Mr. Naraaira Kaaiar. 
Tkakar, Mr. Fraaiatka Raajaa. 
ZaaiBa, Mr. A. M. A. 


ASM Hats, Mr. Mina. 

ASM Mata, Mr. BNa. 

AkSal Nakiia, MaaM. 

AMal Nafciai VtkraaBFarf, MaaM Hi. 
Atial NaaiM, BM. A. H. 





Akiar Rakaiaa, Kkaa Sakaiar A. F. M. 

Akiar RaaakM BMiaiaai, Hr. 

Akiar Raakaai, MaaM Hi. 

Akiar Raaf, Kkaa Bakik MaaM B. 

Akiar Raaaafc, MaaM. 

AMW HmIvI Htfa 

AkMar Raaa f kaarikary, Kkaa Sakaiar MmM* 

Akal Naaaia AkaMi, Mr. 

Akal SaaiMB, MaaM. 
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AftMi AMf«vilpwl< Kfeti many MtMU 
AftMai All Mrttffcm Mwbi. 

AftMti Nftala, Mr. 

AMiaMMi, Aka* laMk Haalvf. 

Aarir All Mia, MmM Mi. 

AikrafaU, Mr. M. 

Aalai NaiMla Kfcaa, Kkaa AaliaiOT MaMvi. 

Aikar All, MaMvI. 

■airaMaJa, Mr. lyai. 

•aral AN, Mr. Mi. 

Mrkaiyra, Hr Haary, tart, 
ttowai, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

•Mkptaiala, Mr. i. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. a. 

Oai, Ral laklk KirH thaiaa. 

PaM, taka Oakaaira Natk. 
likar, Mr. IlMairaaatk. 

Parkai Raia Gkawikary, Mr. M. 

Parkat taaa Kkaaaai, Ragaai. 

Paalal Qaailr, Kkaa takaiar Maalvl. 

Paalar takaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaaalaffc). 

•aaiaa, Mr. I. a. 

Kapta. Mr. i. R. 
taraai, Mr. Daaikar tiagk. 

•yaiaiiia AkaiH Okaaikary, Aihail. 

•laiilag, Mr. 0. 

NakIkaHak, tka Haa'Ma Nawak takaiar K., af 
Daaaa. 

Makiaiila Okaaikarl, Maalvl. 

Naiaaanaaiaa, Maalvl Mi. 

Nataaially iaaiaiar, Kkaa laklk Maalvl. 

Nawklaga, Mr. R. i. 

Hayaraai, Mr. Ragan, 
lirh Akaiai Mia. Maalvl. 
iaalaiaiila Akaiai, Kkaa fakak Maalvl. 
Kakiraiila Kkaa, Kkaa takaiar Maalvl. 

Kaiam All Mlrsa, takikiaia Kavaa iak lyai. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. 1. 1. 

Matngar. Mr. 1. 1. 

Malaiiilll AkMai. Maalvl. 


■tpMMnp 

Magaira^ Mr. L. T. / 

MaMiMaiila AkaMi. Kkaa takaiar Maalvl. 
Maaial, MP. taafca takarl. 

Maaial. Mr. tlrat Okaaira. 

Maaial. Mr. iagat tkaaira. 

Maaai AH Kkaa Paaal, Al-Nail MaaM. 

MHtar, Mr. 0. 

Mikaaiaiai All, Kkaa takaiar. 

MakMa All, Mr. Mi. 

Margaa. Mr. t^ O.I.E. 

Makaaiiaai Itkaaat, Maalvl. 

Makaaiaiai laiat, MavIvL 
Makaaiiaai lliilaav. Kkaa takaiar Dr. tyai. 
Mallick. tka Haa*kla Mr. Makaaia tvfcary. 
Maakarrat Haaaaia, tka Maalif Na«ak, KkaA 
takaiar. 

Muatagawaal Hagaa. Mr. lyai. 

Maatata All Da van, Maalvl. 

Raaiy, tka Han'Ma Makarala inackaaini, if 
iaaainikaiar. 

Naaarallak, Navakiaia K. 

Ralkat, tka Han'kia Mr. Praaanaa Dak. 

Ray. Mr. Dkanan|ey. 

Ray. Mr. Patiram. 
laiaraiiln Aknai Mr. 
lakaka-Alan, Mr. tyai. 
larkar, taka Maikaavian. 

•aaaaaa. Mr. R. M. 

Ikakakaiiia. Mr. Kkvaja. O.t.E. 

Ikanaaiila Akaiai Khaaikar, Mr. 
tiriar. taka LHta Mania. 

Sniltk. Mr. H. trakant 
Itavan, Mr. i. W. R. 

Tafal Aknai Okaaikary, Maalvl Na|l. 

Wkitakaai. Mr R. I. 

Yaaaal Mina. 

Yaaat All Okaaikary. Mr. 

Zakar Aknai Okaaikary, Maalvl. 


The Ayes being 46 and the Noes 94, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Manlvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in the proviso to 
clause 26(J)f in lines 2 an'| 3, for the words “two years*^ the wordt 
“eighteen months^* be substituted was then put and lost. 

The ((uestion that the Assembly agrees to the amendment made by 
the Council in clause 26 was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the Assembly agrees to the amendments made 
by the Council in clauses 39, 42, 44, o3, 54 and 55 was then put and 
Agreed to. 


Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the pro- 
posed amendment seeking to replace the YTord “other” by the word 
“higher” in clause b6(£). This clause relates to the manner iM 
which the reserve fund of a co-operative society 

has not “other” the same ^ 
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Oi^ NALII^AKSHA SANYALs No, Sir, it may mMm fewer alao. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It means higher. You ask Mr. Basn. 
Mr. Basu, if a man says “a minimum of 25 per cent, or such other 
percentage*' what does it mean? 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I shall presently show that 
that is the interpretation which the Hon'hle mister himself gave to* 
this House on the last occasion. This suh-claiise limits or rather 
determines the percentage of net profits ot a society which should be 
set apart for reserve fund from time to time. What we in this House 
decided previously was that ordinarily the leserve fund contribution 
should not be less than 25 ])er cent., and thereafter power wuis given, 
to Government to carry such other projmrtion as may be prescribed 
for different co-operative societies. At that stage wlien this was 
discussed— it appears on pages 24^J, 244 and onwards of the Proceed- 
ings, dated the 25th July, 194(1, of this House—l liad said: “I 
would like to draw your attenti(»n to one important matter to which 
my attention was drawn after I sent in notice of my amendment 
relating to distribution of profits. My attention was drawn to certain 
kinds of hardships caused to societies in large mercantile oifices in 
Calcutta where accumulation of reserve funds is going cm without 
any restriction and the members con<‘erned of the present generation 
cannot take any advantage of the accumulations.” I pointed out 
specifically that in the case of some urban societies the reserve funda^ 
have now accumulated to such a high figure that the llcgistrar’s 
Department has advised such offices to stop receiving deposits. Sir, 
in reply to that observation, the Hon’ble Minister then said in the* 
following terms: “I hope my friend Dr Sanyal’s apprehension 
will be removed if I remind him of the provision in sub-c-laus(‘ (2) of 
clause 6'J*’ — that is the provision here — “which has been agreed tO' 
by this House. Sub-clau.se (2) provides that at least 25 i>er cent, of 
the profit should be carried to the reserve fund and then it goes on to 
say ‘or such other proportion as may be prescribed for any society or 
class of society.’ Taking that along with clause 54 there ought to 
be no doubt in our minds that the idea is that we should start a 
reserve fund and after we have got it properly established, the desire 
is to have such rules for a class of society whereby the accumulated 
profits may be distributed amongst the members.*' Now, Sir, that, 
was what the Hon'hle Minister distinctly gave ns to understand — an 
assurance which was given on the of this House. A tew weeks, 
after that, this change has been effefited in the Upper House. 
Hitherto, when any Hon'hle Minister functioning not in his indivi-* 
dual personal capacity in the jurisdiction of his home affairs, but as 
a responsible member of the Government made any utterance, tho 
Mouse Jks well as outsiders took it that he meant something sincerely, 
had no doubt in our mind at least at that stage that the Hon 'bio 
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Minister realised certain difficulties and he intentionally kft the 
option to Government by retaining the wordg “othOr proportion.” 
Thereafter, I cannot understand how he could change his ]> 08 ition 
now and come to us and compel the carrying over to the reserve fund 
of contributions from net profits of 25 per cent, and higher. It will 
lead to a great deal of trouble in some cases, and it will simply make 
it impopssible for the present generation of members to partake of 
their reasonable profits which are theirs even though there may be 
very large reserve fund accumulated. I would not like to use harsh 
words, ])ut the Hon’ble Minister himself had during the previous 
discussion here stated that he had great respect for the Legislature. 
He said that *‘far from having any disrespect I have the highest 
respect for this Legislature.” Either he was talking then through 
his hat which he does not wear or he was trying to bluff the House. 
He has now been trying even to say that if this Bill is not accepted 
in the same foim in which it has been brought to this House, the Bill 
will be killed and a joint sitting will have to be arranged. Either 
the Honshu* Minister does not know what he says or lie says some- 
thing what he does not mean. This is a situation which is highly 
deplorable. I submit tliat there should be some clear enunciation of 
Government policy, and if the Government ])olicv is as was given 
indication of on the last o<*caaion, then there can be no room for this 
change from the “other” <o the words “higher pro]>oriion.” 1 there- 
fore stick to my old position and urge that the amendment proposed 
by the Council he not agreed to. 

(Mt. Speaker w'as just going to put the (juestion.'> 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If the H oiChle Minister has no 
reply to give, then we will presume that he is bluffing the House. 

The Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I do stick 
to tlie view that I had when the Bill was before this House. My 
friend Dr. Sanyal forgets that these are changes which have been 
made in the Upper House. They definitely said that if there should 
be a reserve fund it must be a reserve fund worthy of name, and, 
therefore, they w'ould not allow any society to have a reserve fund of 
less than 25 per cent.; it may be higher than that. I had pointed out 
to that House that if any difficulty should arise, what would happen? 
I was shown that clause 8 gives Government enough power to 
exempt any society from the application of this clati.se. It was from 
that point of view, they said, that n reserve fund worthy of name 
must there. I, therefore, submit that the change made by the 
Council be agreed to. 

Df> NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL; May I submit that clause 8, m 
the Hon’ble Minister has pointed out, does not give Govemmeni 
power of that feharncter. It is contenu>lated there that exemptioa 
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may be given to a society or class of societies from the application of 
any of the proVisions of this Act or any rules made thereunder. 
Surely, it could not be contemplated that Government would exer- 
cise such powers for determining the proportioii of contribution to a 
reserve fund or otherwise. If, for example, the whole of clause (2) 
is not applicable to a particular society, then the reserve fund contri- 
bution of that society may not be a single per cent., 1 per cent, 
even 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was the explanation. 

The question that the Assembly agrees to umcndmenls made by 
the' Bengal Legislative Council to clause .% was tlieu put and a 
division taken, with the following result: — 


AYES— 90. 


AM«I Hast. Mr. Miaa. 

AMal Halt, Mr. Mia. 

ANal Hakiai. Maalvi. 

AMal Hakiai Vikaaaipari, Maalvi Ml. 

AMal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Haaiil Skak, Maalvi. 

AMal Karlai, Mr. 

AMal Main. Mr. tyM. 

AMaHa-AI Mahaiaal, Mr. 

AMar Rawhll MahaiaM, Mr. 

AMar RatliaM. Maalvi Ml. 

AMar Raat, Khaa laklk Maalvi t. 

AMag Ihakaal, Maalvi Ml. 

AkMar Rata Gkaarlkary, Kkan Rakalar Maalvi. 
Akal Haiaia Akaial, Mr. 

AMal Qaasaai, Maalvi. 

Attafe All. Mr. 

Akaitl AU Caayalparl, Kkaa Rakalar Maalaai. 
Afcaial AH MrMka, Maalvi. 

AkaMi HMam. Mr. 

Atkralall, Mr. M. 

Aalal HtMala Kkaa. Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. 
Aikar AH, Maalvi. 

•ammafa, Mr. tyal. 

Raral AH, Mr. Ml. 

Olrkaiyra, lir Htary, Rart. 

•toarai, Mr. Ratlk Lai. 

R Mp pa a iala, Mr. I. W. 

•larfe, Mr. I. A. 

9m, Rai taklk Kirtt Rkataa. 

Man, RaM Otka a i r a Ram. 
tlk«r. Mr. UpaMraaalk. 
rarkai Raaa RMarlfcary, Mr. M. 
rarRal Raaa KkaaaaL Ragaai. 
raalal QaaMr, Kkaa RafcMar Maalvi. 
raMar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaaalafk). 

Maa m , Mr. t. a. 

•a^ Mr.l. H. 

•araaf, Mr. Raa*ar tiafk. 

OyaMMIa AkaMi Rkaaikary, AlkaM. 
l a ii t ai. Mr.O. 

MRMkaRak. tka Naa*Mt RavM Rakalar K.. af 
Ruata. 



MawklSb IrT itA "****’ 


Haywaol, Mr. Ragart. 
lint Akaitl Mia, Maalvi. 

Jaialaiiia Akaial, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. 
Kakirallia Kkaa. Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi. 
Kaaaaly, Mr. I. R. 

MtRrtgar. Mr. R. Q. 

Maitamn Akaial, Maalvi. 

Maftaiiin Okaalkary, Maalvi. 

Maktakallla Akaial, Kkaa Rakalar Maalvi 
Maaial. Mr. Raakw Rtkari. 

Maaial, Mr. Rirat Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr.lagal OkaMra. 

Matal All Kkaa Paani, AhHalJ Maalvi. 

Mttat, Mr. 0. W. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Maktia All, Mr. Ml. 

Margaa, Mr. S.. O.l.t. 

Makaaiaial Itkagat, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaial Itrall, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaial lllllkat, Kkaa Rakalar Dr. lyal 
MvRIak, tki Han'Mt Mr. Mafcaala Rakvy. 
MalUek, Mr. Pelia Rakary. 

Matkarraff Hattala, tka Haa'Mt Rawak, Kkaa 
Rakalkr. 

Hattagaartal Hag aa, Mr. tyai. 

Matlala AU Dawaa, Maalvi. 

Raaly, tka Haa’Ma Makarkla Irtaakaalra, at 
eaatliakaiar. 

HaaaraHak, Rawakiala K. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rakalar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Prkaiaaa Oak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. PaHraai. 

•aHraMla Akaial, Mr. 
l8kaka>AlaaL Mr. lyai. 

•arkar, Raka Malkaaalaa. 

•kakakania, Mr. Kkarala, 0.R4[. 

•kafataMa AkaMi Rktaikar, Mr. 

•Mar, RaRa Lite Haaia. 
laMtk, Mr. H. RnMaat 
ftevta, Mr.l. W. R. 

TaM Akaial Rkaalkary, Maalvi N4L 
WktteRaiM, Mr. R. R. 

Taaaaf Mirta. 

Vaaal AH il paMite i , Mr. 

— -* * 
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MM lafetar FilvM, »r. M. 
M« HmmIii tarktr, MmIvI. 
M«l mi, Mr. M. 
tMMrll, Mr. P, 

■•Rfrlf, Mr. latya Prifi. 
•aiiarjaf, Mr.tMiittli. 

•ariHa, tala Praaiiari. 
tata, Mr. laataih Kaaiar. 
Ohakralany, Mr.^atiaira Natl. 
Olaaibarl, Ral Nartaart Natl. 
Dm tapta, trijat Naraalra Nall. 
Daita, Mr. Ollraaira Nail. 
Dalai, Mr. Hartaira Natl. 

Datta Maiamlar, Mr. Nlharaaia. 
lailaial Haaaa, Katl. 

Diafa, Atal Krialaa. 

DlMaldla Almad, Mr. 

Dapla, Mr.dacatl Claadra. 
HMaa All Olawdlary, Mr.lyad. 
daaal All Majaaidar, MaatvI. 


Kaaia. Mr. MNillka RaH. 

MiM, Mr. NUcaaJa Dafeart. 

MaJI, Mr.AiwaHa Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mn. Haaiaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar OlMira. 

Maadal, Mr. Aairtta Lai. 

Maadal, Mr.^agaadra NaH. 
Maalranaaiaa lilaaialaai, Maalaaa Md, 
Maklarjaa, Mr. t. 

Mallick, trlJat Aihalaab. 

Hay, Mr. Clara Chaadra. 

Itay, Mr. KIraa laakar. 

•aayal, Dr. Nallaakaba. 

Ian. Mr. Alai Obaadra. 

•aa'tapla. Mra. NaHla. 

Ilamiaddln Ahmad, Mr. M. 

•lala, Irijat Maaindra Bkaua . 
lar, Mr. Haraadra Kamar. 

Thakar, Mr.Pramalha Raajaa 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes bein^*- 90 and the Noes 40, Ihe motion was aj^reed to. 

The (|uestiou that the Assembly a^^ree to the amendments made by 
the Denial Leg'islative Council to clause 57 wa^ then put and agreed 
to. 


Clavsc JcV. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJI: Sir, I beo to move that in 
clause 58(«), in lines 1-2, the words “an amount not exceeding’’ be 
omitted. 

I don’t want to speak in 8U}»port of this amendment. 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 
oppose it. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerji that in clause 58(a), in 
lines 1-2, the words “an amount not exceeding ’ be omitted was then 
put and lost. 

The question that the Assembly agree to the amendments made 
by the Bengal I^egislative Council to clauses 58, 83, 66, 69, 71, 73 and 
74 was then put and agreed to. 

The question that new clause 71 A, as inserted by the Council, stand 
part of the Bill was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 77. 


Dr. NALi;iAICtNA BANYAL: Sir, I want that new clause 77 <f} 
ihould be omitted and the old clause 77(2) should be restoied. w; 
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Mr^ SPEAKER: Ton move your amendment No. 23. 

9 

Or. NALINAKiHA SANYAL: I want the two amendments to 
be put separately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You move amendment No. 23 and I shall put it 
separately. The other amendment is a negative motion and is eovered 
by the question to be put in clause 77. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. As an alternative to 
this, if it is felt that it is impossible for Government to give up the 
opportunity of manipulating audit re})ort8 in their own way, then I 
would ask them to examine if their purpose would be served by retain- 
ing the power of modifying the audit reports in the hands of the 
Audit Officer and not in the handh of the Registrar. Therefore, Sir, 
I have an alternative suggestion which also T shall now place before 
the House. 


I beg to move that in clause 77(2), in lines, 2-3, for the words “by 
the Registrar” the words “by the Audit Officer” be substituted. 

Sir, I do not find w'ords strong enough to (‘ondemn the attitude of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge in seeking to get the agreement of 
this House to the amendment made by the Council on a matter on 
which the House after a very long debate and after examining all 
the aspects of the question definitelj’’ gave its opinion on the last 
occasion. It will be remeinliered that the power of the Registrar 
which this Rill seeks to give in various ways at every stage ques- 
tioned, and amongst the numerous powers one was that the Registrar 
would have the power to modify even the audit report of a society. 
Somehow or other, in spite of certain attempts at an explanation of 
the Government position, the members of the Coalition party for 
once at least saw through the absurdity of the Government position, 
and we had in this House a decision by a majority that the Registrar 
tWjjOTiId not be given such power. The Hon'ble Minister in his 
•doggedness or pig-headedness, I do not know what, did not feel satis- 
S<»d with that, and he thought that an Emperor like him should not 
bow down his head to the Legislature, however much he might 
profess to have respect for it; and he went up to the Council and got 
passed by it what he could not at the first instance get passed by the 
Assembly. Here is another instance of ministerial zahardctsiiim. 
I ask the members of this House to a man to stand by the prestige of 
4he Assembly and say with one voice that we are not going to be a 
•party to such nefarious acts and measures. 
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Sir, it has been pointed out to the House several times how th# 
present Registrar has interfered with the functioning of co-operative 
societies in the province, and we shall all have to hang down our heads 
in shame if as a result of his clever manipulations, even a man like 
Mr. Wordsworth who represents one of the biggest newspapers in the 

East, goes down on his knees and begs the Minister on behalf of the 

Provincial Bank, which after all is a subordinate concern of the 

Registrar, that the term of the present Registrar be extended. That 

shows the degree of mischief that powers left in the hands of the 
Registrar could lead to. 1 have also had information that even now, 
only yesterday and day before yesterday, the Registrar has been going 
round canvassing some of the members of the Coalition party to support 
the proposal of an extension of his term. Let not the Chief Whip of 
the Government party shake his head as a mark of denial. Sir, I would 
ask a categorical question as to whether some members of his party 
have not submitted written complaints to the Minister drawing atten- 
tion to the canvassing going on for an extension of the term of the 
present Registrar. 

MFi SPEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, you are wholly 
irrelevant. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is a matter. Sir, which, I 
submit, is very relevant in this connection, because of the large powers 
that the Registrar at present possesses as a result of which we find 
certain members going down on their knees and licking his boots and 
trying to satisfy him in this way. We have instances of the undignified 
conduct of the Directors of the Provincial Co-operative Bank. The 
manner in which these men, estimable in other walks of life, lick the 
boots of the Registrar is a wonder to all of us. 

We do not want to give any more power to the Registrar — far less 
the power of modifying the audit report. Sir, this denial is most 
essential because I know it for a fact that the present Registrar has 
sought recently to modify the audit report of the Co-operative Provincial 
Bank and be has actually managed through the then auditor to get 
certain words changed. It is a matter of shame. Probably he might 
have tried to protect that institution by deleting certain word or words 
which were found to be in his opinion too strong and ought not to find 
a place in the apdit report. But, Sir, surely the auditor knows his 
business and he should be given a free hand to acquaint the members 
of the society the true, state of affairs of a bank or a society which he is 
entrusted with the task of auditing. Sir, we fail to understand what 
earthly reason can there be for an executive officer, who is the head of 
a department, to modify the report of an auditor who is merely 
expected to go'into the accounts and reveal the facts of the case for 
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'subsequent examination. If the auditor has stated certain things on 
inadequate datd, even then it will be his ‘audit report, and if the 
Begiitrar subsequently finds that he has good reasons to disagree with 
some of the observations made by the auditor, surely he can write 
his decisions on a note sheet which may be part of the audit report and 
may be, if necessary, given publicity too as the report of the Registrar 
on the auditor’s note. This happens on numerous occasions. We have 
even in ordinary commercial houses audit reports where the auditor 
makes certain observations as regards certain accounts and when these 
accounts come before the general meeting, the general meeting come 
to know of these and if any member of the general meeting desires 
explanations, the Directors or the management give proper exj)lnna- 
tion, if any, and the members either get satisfied and ac<‘ept the report 
or they throw out the accounts as something that should not he accepted. 
The same procedure could have been adopted. I do not know why the 
audit reports and all the connected audit comments of the Provincial 
Bank and some other Central Banks are not made available even to 
the members of such bank, even to the members of such central 
co-operative scK’ieties. 

Sir, I suspect that there is something very wrong wilh the entire 
administration. We demanded that the audit of co-operative societies 
should be separated from administration and when section 75 by which 
the appointment of the auditor has been secured was under discussion, 
we proposed that the Audit Officer should be one independent of the 
Registrar. We were backed by most, if n<»t all, of the meml)er8 even 
of the Select Committee on this Bill in that demand, (lovernment also 
accepted the position and stated that for all practical purposes they 
had now arranged an independent audit organisation under the Audit 
Ofi[icer who had been appointed, (lovernment gave us to understand 
the Audit Officer is, for all practical parposes, an independent person. 
That was the assurance given to us, and it was then pointed out to us 
that it was only for certain administrative difficulties which now stand 
in the way, and the removal of which would lead to large expenses, that 
Government were not prepared to separate audit from the Registrar at 
the present moment. I then had pointed out that, as a matter of fact, 
this was not so, and the Hon’ble Minister assured us that the facts 
were otherwise. I would like to know from him if it is not a fact that 
the Audit Officer to-day is a subordinate officer of the Registrar and 
that the auditors and the inspectors are in many respects subordinate 
to the Registrar and his direct subordinates, namely, the Deputy 
Registrars and the Assistant Registrars, and whether or not it is a 
fact that the auditors and inspectors have to look up to some of these 
officers for their promotions and prospects. When such is the situation, 
it would b^ a dangerous thing to allow the Registrar to modify audit 
re|K>rt8. 
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I an aJi«o proposing an alternative in case my first proposal Aols.* 
Government probably must retain some powers of modifying audit 
reports, not because on principle they could object to separation and 
my first proposal but because they have appointed such trained men as 
.'auditors who cannot even write correctly tbe word “auditor” I I have 
found that one slip was discovered in Writers’ Buildings when an 
auditor who wanted an interview spelt the word “auditor” as “Aditor*^ 
♦{Laughter.) If such men are selected, then surely audit reports may 
in some cases require to be modified, but such modifications normally 
should not be permitted or rather should not be permitted by the 
Begistrar, but if this is at all found necessarj^ because of untrained 
jnen who have been appointed as a matter of patronage, then leave the 
modifications to be done by the Audit OflSicer who should certainly be 
a trained man at any rate. I give two alternative propositions. 
iEither we retain the old position that was taken up by this House after 
mature and careful deliberation, or, if that is impossible for Govern- 
jnent to accept, then let us leave the modification to be done, if at all, 
•by the Audit Officer and not by the llegistrar. 

With these words, Sir, I submit that the amendment proposed by 
’the Council should not be agreed to. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Sir, on behalf of my party, I 
wish to say only a few words. We oppose this amendment on principle. 
We have nothing to say against any officer or the Registrar, because 
lOne Registrar may come to-day and another may go tomorrow, but we 
♦consider it to be dangerous to place such a provision in the Act that tbe 
;audit report of a particular society should be modified or altered by the 
Begistrar, So, our party, on principle, are opposed to this amendment. 


Tht Hon’bli Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIGK: Sir, if abuse 
is an argument, then Dr. Sanyal excels everybody. {Laughter.) If 
misrepresentation is not an offence, thqp he has certainly enough of that 
.'as well. Sir, it is no good going to the old history and I shall not 
•discuss the manner in which and the circumstances under which tbe 
’'amendment that w'as made by this House came to be changed in tbe 
douncil. 

Sir, it has been said that ignorance is bliss I Dr. Sanyal surpasses 
anyone in having that bliss in abundance I (Laughter.) He has said 
and perhaps very seriously said that audit reports are not circulated 
mnongst the members of the society and are never published. That is 
a circumstsfEoe which is known to himself, but I can assure him that, 
mot only are 'audit reports circulated amongst the members, but 
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Ire printed and published, t (Dr. Namnaksha Sanyal: Can you 
produce one?) Yes, certainly. (Dr. Nai.in\ksha Sanyal: No, you 
cannot. You are lying.) 

Mr. SPEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, you must withdraw that expression. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I say, Sir, that it is not a fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must witlulraw it first. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir. 1 withdraw it, but 
I say that it is not a fact. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: So far as the 

audit is concerned, it is well known it i" the audit of accounts of 

a particular soei{‘ty. The (jU(‘sti()n (d modification hy the Registrar 
01 otherwise only arises when tlie ‘^o( i< t\ or lli<* managing committee 
thereof take exception to any observation made by the Audit Officer. 
So far as the particular sugge>Htion of J)r. San\al. as is made in No. 2d, 
namely, if any modification is to be doiu', that would be done by the 
Audit Officer him-elf, is conceined, 1 would like to say that this is an 
absolutely meaningless propo>ition 'Die Audit Officer cannot produce 
his report unh^^s he examines all tiu* details hims<df. Therefore, there 
is no point in suggesting that the modification is to be made by the 
Audit Officer himself after he has submitted his report. The question 
of modification by the Registrar arises wlien an exception is taken hy 
the Board of Directors. It may be that the Audit Officer has suggesttid 
that a certain portion of outstanding dues should be wiped off, which 
means a definite loss to the society The Board of Directors must have 
the right to take exception to that observation made by the Audit Officer. 
It may also be that through some sort of mistakes the Audit Officer 
has said that some of the assets are bad or doubtful. The Directors 
have every right in that case to suggest to the higher authority that 
the observation made by the Audit Officer is wrong. If the Directors 
of a society are not entitled to take exception to those observations of 
the Audit Officer, that will, I submit, not only cause loss to the society, 
but will make the audit report absolutely a mistaken one. It is from 
that point of view, we think, that the authority should be given to the 
Board of Directors to lodge their complaints and the proper authority 
to deal with those complaints should be the Registrar. I cannot under- 
stand the Registrar-phobia in the minds of certain people. If any 
power has been given to the Registrar and if that power is abused, it is 
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not without remedy. The Provincial Government have enough power* 
to revise the order of the Registrar. I submit, therefore, that there 
is hardly any justification for agreeing to the amendment moved by 
Dr. Sanyal. On the other hand, I submit that the changes made by 
the Council be agreed to by this House. 


The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 77(2), in lines 
2-8, for the words “by the Registrar” the words “by the Audit Officer” 
be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that the Assembly agrees to the amendments made by 
the Bengal Legislative Council to clause 77 was then put and a division 
taken, with the following result: — 


AYES-^2. 


AfeiyI Nafli. Mr. Mina. 

AMul Nafli, Mr. Mia. 

AltfttI Nakiai. Maulvi. 

Akiul Hamid. Mr.A.M. 

Akdul Hamid Ihah, Maalvi. 

AkdHi Karim. Mr. 

AkdttI MaJW. Mr.lytd. 

Akdaila*al Maiimood. Mr. 

AMar RaMkid Mahmaad, Mr. 

Akdvr RailiMd, Maalvi Md. 

Akdar Raaf, Khan Sahib Maalvi t. 

Abdar Rauak, Maalvi. 

Abdai Ibahaad, Maalvi Md. 

Abidar Rua Ohawdhary, Khan Rahadar Maalvi. 
Abal Nttain Ahmad. Mr. 

Abal Qaaaam, Maalvi. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Ahmad All Inayatpari, Khan Rahadar Maalana. 
Ahmad All Miidha. Maalvi. 

Ahmad Nataln, Mr. 

Amlaalltb, Klmn Sahib Maalvi. 

Aahralall, Mr. M. 

Aalad Naualn Khan, Khan Rahadar Maalvi. 
Aihar All, Maalvi. 

Radmddaja, Mr. Syad. 

Rarat All, Mr. Md. 

RHwai, Mr. Raaik Lai. 
traakar, Mr. F. 0. 

Rbippandala, Mr. 4 . W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Ral Sabib KIrH Rbasan. 

Idbar, Mr. Upa^dranath. 

Farfcat Ran# Kbanam, Ra|abi. 

Fallal QaadIr. Kban Rabadar Maalvi. 

Faiiar Rabman, Mr. (Mybianiinfb). 

•amaa, Mr. S. A. 

••rang, Mr. Danbar Slngb. 

RIaddIni, Mr. D. 

HaMbnRab, tba Nan'Ma ttavab Rabadar dt 
Daaia. 


Haarkinfi, Mr. R. 

Haywaad. Mr. Ropart. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Maalvi. 

Jalaiaddin Ahmad. Khan Rahadar Maalvi. 
Kannady, Mr. I. fi. 

Maiiaddin Ahmad, Maalvi. 

MaSiaddin Ohaadhary. Maulvi. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad. Khan Rabadar Maalvi. 
Mandal. Mr. Ranka Rahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Rfhil Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jaiat Chandra. 

Maiad All Khan Panni, Al-Hadi Maalvi. 

Millar. Mr. c. 

Mahiin Alt, Mr. Md. 

Margan, Mr. Q.. o.I.I. 

Muhammad Ishagaa. Maalvi. 

Muhammad SWdicua, Khan Rabadar Dr. Syad. 
Mailiak, tba Htn^a Mr. Makuada Rabary. 
Mallick, Mr. Palin Rabary. 

MaibarraW Hanain, tba Han’bla Nawab, Kban 
Rahadar. 

Maitagawial Hagaa, Mr. Syad. 

Randy, tba Han'Ma Mabaraja Sriaebandn. al 
Caaiimbaiar. 

NaiaraHab, Nawabiada K. 

Rabman, Kban Rabadar A. M. L. 

Ralkvt, tba Nan'Ma Mr. Praianna Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Dbananlay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaraddla Abmad, Mr. 

Sababa-Alam. Mr. Syad. 

Sarkar, Raba Mndbaiadan. 

Sbabnbvddin, Mr. Kbwaja, C.R.t. 

Sbnmivddln Ahmad KbmMknr, Mr. 

Sirdar, Raba Utta Manda. 

Smith, Mr. N. Rrabnnt. 

•tavan, Mr. J. W. R. 

ratal AbBMd R bandbnry, Maalvi Na|L 

WbNaband, Mr. R. R. 

VamatMinii. 


MaRnddin Rbandhnrl, BtaMvi. 
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NOEI— 37. 


AMal Jafe^r Pahraa, Mr. Mtf. 

/UNi Httatiii tartar Maahri. 
Atal Fail, Mr. Mt. 
iaaar|i, Mr. tatya Friya. 
•aatrjat, Mr. Sitaatli. 

■anaa. taka Fraailiari. 

■ata, Mr. taatasli Kaaiar. 
Otakratarty, Mr. tatiain Hath, 
•haatliari, Rai NarMira Nath. 
Daa Napta, trijat Naraaira Nath. 
Oatta, Mr. Dhirtatra Nath. 

Datta Maiaaitar, Mr. Nikaranta. 
Eaiiatfal Na^aa, Kaii. 

NbaM, Mr. AtuI Kriihaa. 
Niaiataia Ahaiaa. Mr. 

Napta. Mr. Jafaih Ohaaira. 
Haua AH Ghawihury, Mr. Syat. 
liaaah AH Majaiatar, Maulvl. 
Kaata, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 


Mam. Mr. NIhaaja latarl. 

Maji. Mr. Atwaita Kaaiar. 

Malaaiaar, Mrt. Naaiaprata. 

Mai. Mr. Iiwar Ohaaira. 

Maaial. Mr. AairHa Lai. 

Maairataaaiaa Itlaaiahaii. Maalaaa Mi. 
Makharjaa. Mr. R. 

Mailiak. trijat Ashataab. 

Ray. Mr. Ohara Ohaaira. 

Ray. Mr. Kiraa taakar. 
taayal. Or. Naliaakiha. 
taa. Mr. Atal Ohaaira. 
taa.Oapta. Mra. Nallla. 
tbaaiiaiiia Ahaiai. Mr. M. 
tiaba. trijat Maaiaira RbaMa. 
tar. Mr. Naraaira Kuaiar. 

Thakar, Mr Praaiatha Raajaa. 

Zamaa. Mr. A. M A. 


The Ayes beiu^ 82 and tlie Noes dT, the motion was ufjreed to 


Clause SO, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have got to say one word with 
regard to the ameudiiient made by the Bengal LegislatiNe ( ouncil to 
clause 80. 1 submit that this amendment made by the (\)uneil should 

not be agreed to. 

This clause deals with the constitution ol an authority to supervise 
the working of co-operative societies, and it was specifically said there 
what should be the function of such an authority. Originally it stood 
thus : — 

“The Provincial Government may constitute an authority to 
appoint and control in such manner as may be prescribed the staff 
required for the supervision of co-operative s(m ieties other than such 
staff as may be appointed by the Provincial Government for the purposes 
of such supervision and such authority shall be composed of sttch 
number of persons as may lie prescribed.*' 

Thus there was a definite ambit prescribed within which the 
constituted authority would function. They would function only to 
supervise the work of co-operative societies and the staff that would be 
placed under them except the staff which may be appointed by the 
Provincial Government. Now, Sir, by a clever addition of a few 
words, an omnibus power is sought to be given to such an authority. 
These words are: “and shall perform such other functions as may 
be prescribed." What those other function.s are likely to be. and to 
what extent these may go is not explained and nobody knows what the 
intention of Government really is in that respect. Thus we have in 
various ways attempts being made by the Government to take away 
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the powers of the societies themselves and their management and the 
power of supervision also is lieing sought to be given to a particular 
authority and that authoiity is also sought to be vested with functions 
other than supervision. These other functions are unnamed. Nobody 
knows to what length they <aTi go. 1 believe the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned acted very hastily in tin* Upper House in accepting this 
amendment when the Upper Mouse in their so-called wisdom had sought 
to give him a new light. I would, therefore, request him to exercise 
his sober judgment after he has come under some sobering influence 
of this House 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is indeed very diffi(‘ult to be sober after your 
speeches. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: T ho|)e it is my speeches, Sir, that 
alone will maki* him sober, although it ma,\ be that I am hoping against 
hope. I would ther(‘fore rc(juest the House not to agree to the modifica- 
tion sought to be made. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I may 
yet submit to the House that the amendment made by the Council is 
necessary. The reason for the addition of these words is that this 
body would not only have tin* power to (‘ontrol the stafl, but that they 
should have the power to advise the llegistrar. But their functions 
will be within the limits to be prescribed by rules to be made by 
Government. Therefore, Sir, thert* is no need for any apprehension. 

The question that the House do agree to the amendment made by 
the Bengal Legislative Uouncil to clause StI was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the House do agree to the amendments made by 
the Bengal Legislative Council to clauses 84, 88, 89, 90, 94, 98, 106, 
107, 108 and 119 was then put and agreed to. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, with regard to clause 126, 
there was a good deal of heated debate in this Assembly when this 
clause was under discus.sion. This clause deals with charges and sur- 
charges, and it is stated there that where, as a result of an audit under 
section 76 or an inspection under section 81 or 82 or an enquiry under 
section 83 or a report made in the course of the winding up of a co- 
operative society, it appears to the Registrar that any past or present 
officer has at any time within a period of four years prior to the date 
of such audit, inspection, enquiry' or report, as the case may be, been 
guilty of..., , etc. Therefore, the intention of this House in pass- 

ing that clause was quite clear. 
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Sir, we have heard of the maladministration of co-operative societies 
and also of tlffe Co-operative Department, and we have also had 
numerous specific instances in which some officers of the Co-operativs 
Department or ofl&cers of the banks concerned had taken recourse to 
questionable methods. We thought that the Bill sought to give the 
Registrar some power to charge and surcharge such mein hers who were 
found after due examination to be guilty of intentionally having caused 
loss to a society or societies concerned. Sir, it was then thought that 
this section would apply to previous othtans also, not merely to those 
who will be employed or will be fiinetioning after the commencement 
of this Act, but also to officers who were in eniploynnmt before the 
commencement of this Act, if it was within a period of three or four 
years. It only contemplated to cover nmln fitlv cases The sectjon is 
very clear that only after a pniper en(|uir\ and a report thereon if a 
person is found guilty, then ahnie the Hegistrar will liave the power 
to make him liable to disgorge the monev . /. c., to pay out to the society 
concerned such sum or sums as In* considers reasonable and necessary 
in the interest of fairness. But now, Sii, the (’ouncil, certainly with 
the approval of the Minister, sought to exempt the previous officers 
and the previous members of societit*s through w ln)se muhi fidr acts the 
societies might have suffered. I fail to understand why there is this 
anxiet\ to exempt the j)re8eiit Hegistrar and his proteges. Why 
should there be such an anxiety to exeni|)t those who are now function- 
ing and who may not have the same opportunity of looting the depart- 
ment after the appointiiient of other irKumhents to those offiees. If a 
new Registrar comes and he diH<over8 that the house of the present 
Registrar has been built with the mone> obtained from some questionable 
sources, he should be in a position to demand a refund of that amount 
from whatever sources the amount has ])een o])tained. If it is found 
that the relation of the Minister has managed somehow to get some 
money back from a Central Bank and that has ruined the prospect of 
other creditors, it should be possible if it is a mala fide case to get that 
money refunded so that others inaj* have an e([ual chamai in sharing 
in the prospects or otherwise of a society. I therefore submit, Sir, 
that the addition of the words “after the commencement of the Act’* 
is a deliberate act with a view to protect some mala fide members, 
mostly henchmen of the present Registrar, who have to-day brought 
ruin to the Co-operative Department and co-operative societies, and 
this House at least should not be a party to such an attempt at providing 
indemnity to persons who would be discovered afterwards, within a 
period of 3 or 4 years hence as the limit is given there, to have so 
managed the affairs as to have led to a loss to the society or societies 
eemoemed. 

With these words, Sir, I implore that this House at least should 
1 ^ be a party to such a nefarious suggestion and the amendment made 
by the Council should not be agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLIGK: Sir, it is a 
task to stoop low to be able to reply to such nefarious Operations of the 
last speaker, and I am not j?oin<.r to stoop so low to be able to do that; 
nor am I goin^ to stultify the responsible office which I am holding 
to-day. Sir, I would only like to remind the House that here is another 
instance where IJi Nalinaksha Sanyal has got in abundance the bliss 
of ignorance. It does not refer to offic^ers of Government at all; 
for by clause Idl they have ])een indemnified for any hona fide mistake 
that they might make, but I nuiintuin the view that even now if there 
is a CflOie of mala fide no law will helj) liim from getting out of that 
position. Here is a case wIumc by an\ measure whicli the House might 
adopt to-day it w'ill ])e taking act'on against those who might liave 
don<j something in the juirt eiiher by mistake or ))y some other wrong 
ideas. It will Ik* wrong to take action of that nature against persons 
giving retrospective effect t<« a provision ot tl)is character. It is from 
that iioint of view that the Bengal Legislative (\)uncil thought that 
they should not be justified to give any power to (Tovernment or the 
Registrar to take action against that sort of mistake. Therefore, a 
substantive provision of the nature should have effect when the Act 
comes into operation. 

I submit, Sir, that the ameiulment made by the Council is perfectly 
justified and should be agreed to b\ this House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Ilon’ble Minister has just said about those who had by mistake led a 
society to certain position, but the clause deals with even those who 
“misappropriated or fraudulently retained an\ property of the society,” 
that is, sub-clause (r/), Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Well, one can take the j)lea of misappropriation 
by mistake. 

The question that the Assembly agrees to the amendment made by 
the Council in clause 126 was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will now put all the amendments to the remain- 
ing clauses together. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, on clause 139 I have only one 
observation to make. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But it is merely consequential. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But when I have objected to the 
main clause, I have got to formally object to this also. 

The question that the Assembly agrees to the amendments made by 

the Council in clauses 131 and 139 was then put and agreed to. 

* • 
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ilf« SPEAKER; A message be sent to the Council that the House 
agrees to the amendments made by them, 

NON-OFFICIAL BILL. 

The Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows’ Home Bill, 1940. 

There is just om* other matter. The House will remember that 
Begum Farhut Bulo Klianum introduced the Bengal Supervision of 
Orphange and Widows' Home Bill, 1940, last autumn which has been 
sent to the select ('ommittee for submission of report by the dOth 
November, 1940. It has been represented to me that they could not 
finish their labours within that time and she desires that the time-limit 
should be extended to dist Januar\, HHl. 

Is it the desire of the House to grant this extension P 

(As there was no objection, the time for submitting tbe report of the 
Select Committee was extended up to dlst Januarx, HMI . ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, xxe have not had a non-official 
day this session. 

Ml. SPEAKER: Let Mr. Mulliek introduce the Privileges and 
Poweis Bill first. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Legislature (Privileges and Powers) Bill, 1841. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I heg 
to introduce the Bengal Legislature (Privileges and Powers) Bill, 1941. 

(The Secretary then read out tlie short title of the Bill.) 

Non-ofllcial day. 

Ort NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Xow*, Sir, before you adjourn 
prorogue the House, may I draw your attention to the rules relating 
to fixation of non-ofiicial business and non-official daysP We have 
provided in the present rules that all Fridays will be non-official days 
and therefore, Sir, Government had no authority at all to change that, 
unless you, under very exceptional einminstances, choose to consent 
to such an alteration. We do not know how and under what excep- 
tional circumstances Government sought your special consent in that 
regard for the present session, and while giving your consent whether 
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you got an assurance from Government that honourable members of * 
the House would have an opportunity of getting at least* one non-official 
day — Friday or any other day. If I am not intruding upon your 
time, Sir, we would like to have a proper statement of the actual state 
of affairs, so that we would know whether the rules have been strictly 
followed and whether the privileges of the members of this House have 
been amply safeguarded, as you are always anxious to do. 

Mr. SPEAKERS So far as Government’s taking my consent is 
concerned, this matter was discussed by me with Government about 3 
months ago before the end of the last session. Government said that 
they would require si short session tor 2 oi d days only. They suggested 
Monday, which was not convenient to me. Ultimately they suggested 
Thursday. I know from experience, however, that short sessions are not 
always very short. Probubl\, it might extend, and in case the session 
continued for a longer time, I took the view that we might have a non- 
(dficial day on the next Friday, but there is no more business now. 
These were the circumstances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; We may have a non-official di^ 

to-morrow. (Ijuu^hter.) 


Prorogation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor that the llengal Legislative Assembly do stand prorogued. 


K G. P mt 194Q-41-105SiA-700. 
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